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LETTERS 
^roni the late President Tho7)ias Jefferson, President James 
Madison, Judge Story, of the U. S. Sutprerne CouH, the 
late Mathew Carey, &q., of Philadelphia, and the Hon. 
Williarfb A. Graham, Seerettwy of the Wavy, to the 
Atithor, relaUve to Paul Jones. 

Monticelln, February 14, 1825. 
Dear 8tb, 

During my residence in Paris, I was mueh acquainted with Commodore Jolin 
Paul Jones, whose lite you propose to write, and had mucli to do witii him ; yet my 
memory is eo decayed that from (hat source I can famish you nothing worth a place 
in his history. I believe I cannot better comply with your request than by aenduig 
you alt the papers relating to him in my possession. His letters to me, which are 
many, will probably throw some lights, which you may not possess, on hia occupa- 
tion during that period. His death happened after I left Paris, and I presume yon 
know that the National Assembly, then sitting, expressed their reaped for him by 
vtearing inoarning. I shall be glad if what I furiiish may add anything to the 
establishment of that fame which he truly merited. 

Be pleased to accept for yourself the assurance of my great respect, 

THOMAS JEFFERSON, 



Monlpelier, April 26, \^2b. 
Dear Sib, 

I have received your letter of the 93d instant inclosing a copy of j Dur 
prospectus of a biography of Joka Faui Jones. The subject you haic ihotn tor 
your pen, gives you an opportunity of doing justice to au ladividaat whj=e ieroie it 
will fill a brilliant page in the history of the Amoriean Revolution 
In ry IS n in my power to add to the malenola you have donved from 
h I m ist regret, also, that ray personal aequainlauce with Captam 

J « ligh and Iransienl, that I ought not to attempt a vjew of hio 

h His b by Houdon, is an exact likeness pourtrajmg well the 

h nst f turea stamped on the countenance of the original 

Wh n y a m y find it convenient to make the vi°it to Mrs Mad!=o i and 
myself a m nded by your father and your uncle Govern r Jthn L iigdon 

our welcome of you will be the more cordial, as it mil at the same lune maniie t 
our friendly recollections of both of ihcm. 

"With our resi t=anig oli -h 

JA"\ll.b "MADISON 
Col, Joiiy H, Shf.rburne, 1 
Washington City. \ 
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X COKKESPONDENCB. 

Washivglon City, February 17, IS25. 
Dear Sir, 

General La Fsyelle not having your address, liaa sent me the papers herewith 
inclosed, relative to Captain John Paul Jones, requesting them to be deliyered to you. 
Yours, very respectfully, 

JOSEPH STORY. 



Letter fnim tlii> latp liathcw Carey, Esq., to. the Author, expressing his 
great astwtiishmcDt and agreeable surprise in reading the "Life of 
Paul Jones," whom he always thought to be a freebooter in the 
American Revolution, until reading the documentary history of the 
hero's Ufa. 

FMladtlphia, mvember a.i, 1825. 
Mt eeak Sir, 

I have read with intense interest your " Life nf John Paul Jones," and it 
must be regarded as a valuable nBtional objeet, placing, as it does, in strong relief, 
the shining qualities of this hero, not only as a aaval eomtitander, but as a profound 
politician. The latter quality appears clearly and distinelly in various parts of his 
correspondence, wherein are developed views of the proper policy of this country, 
which ore worthy of the firsl statesmen that sat iu the Congress of 1774 and 1775, 
men Jiever exceeded in the annals of the world fur siigadty, piiirioiiam, and pabUc 

No man has been the aubjeet of more gross and shocking abuse, and none of those 
who h e distinguished themselves in the Revolution were so little known as he. has 
b n h nation to whose service he devoted all the ener^s of his magnanimous 
sou nfesB, for ono, I always regarded Paal Jones as very few degrees above a 

/ i who, in the prospect of plunder, was reckless of hii life. I am now 

h gh y undectived, and consider him as deserving a conjpiouous rank among 
h m ivatrioas of those heroes and statesmen who nol only formed a wreath 

a d h brow of this country, but secured her a prouder destiny than ever fell to 
the lot of any other portion of mankind. The lion-like courage of Fuul Jonet was 
by no means Ihe first of his qualities. Candor obliges me to soy thai the mecltanical 
execution of the work is far from being worthy of the subject, which I presume you 
will remedy in a second edition, which, for the honor of the country, I hope will 
meet with encouragement. 

Yours very truly, &!■., 

MATflEW CAREY. 



Col, Joiik H. Sherbith 

■gisler of the. JVori, Depoi 

IVaskirigloit City. 



Navy Department, March 97, 1851. 
3 acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 26th 
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CORKESPONDEHCE. SI 

iiislanl, accompanying the steel engraving of the head of that model of naval heroes, 
John Paul Jotiee. 

The BocesaorieB with which it ia embelUehed are highly apptopiiate and inslmclive ; 
and I doubt not the whole picture will be esteemed a valuable addition lo the work 
it is intended to iilustrate. 

I am, sir, with high respect, 

Your oh't servant, 
WILLIAM A. GRAHAM, 

Sfcretaiy of the Nacy. 
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INTRODUCTION. 



It is in the revolutions of empires that truly great men make 
themselves known. In the tranquil scenes of peace the human 
intellect, with little excitement, and without a grand otject, is 
inert, exhausted in common pursuits, or wastes itself in placid 
contemplation, or in the pleasures of life, "When powcrM 
sentiments animate the heart, and enlightened views direct ns 
to the attainment of benefits calculated to secure the freedom, 
happiness, and prosperity of the human race, the soul expands, 
the mental faculties assume their natural proportion and 
energy, and, in defiance of the artificial distinctions of society, 
genius and talents, however originally obscure, buret from 
concealment, shine with i-esplendent lusti'e, and manifest 
themselves in actions which command the esteem , and 
admiration of the world. Tlie history of all nations, ancient 
as well as modem, attests the trath of tliis assertion; and 
France, in particular, within the last thirty-five years, furnishes 
proof in abandance, that whatever distinctions are created by 
systems of social order, in behalf of biiih and fortune, nature 
distributes ber favors without regard to wealth or rank. 

Of all the political revolutions, the incidents of which are 
recorded in the annals of nations, that of the British American 
Colonies was the most daiing and manly. la other instances, 
the poverty of an exchequer, the feebleness of a sovereign or 
ministry, or the derangement of public affairs, baa been seized 
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ST IHTKODTTCnOS'. 

Bpon as affording a favorable opportimity for emancipation 
and independence. But in that of the Bi-itish American 
Colonies, the people vindicated tlieir rights, and contended for 
their liberties, when Great Britain was the preponderating 
power of Eiu^pe ; when she had men of the first capacity in 
the cabinet, illustrious warriors in the field, a navy which 
defied the fleets of ali other powers, and pccuniaiy resonrces 
over which her treasury had unlimited control. Notwith- 
standing these prodigious advantages, the people of the 
Colonies did not h^itate to remonstrate, to resist encroach- 
ments, and finally to appeal to arms. They did not disguise 
from themselves the fearful odds of such an encounter, but 
relying on the justice of their cause, on the Divine protection, 
and on the intelligence of their community, they firmly 
supported their claims, triumphed over the formidable arma- 
ments of Great Britain, and established their title to 
unrestricted sovereignty, with a courage and a constancy wliich 
have been aclmowledged and applauded in every quarter of 
tiie globe. 

The generous devotion whicli the people of the colonies 
exhibited in the cause of freedom, attracted the sympathy of 
patriotic and liberal minds in France, in Germany, and even 
in Scotland, England, and Ireland, fi.'om which the united 
Colonies derived a vast moral force. Individuals from each of 
those counties resorted to the standard of America, pre-vionsly, 
as well as subsequently to the declaration of independence. 
The Marquis de la Fayette, the Barons Steuben and De Kalb, 
General Montgomery, and Lord Stirling, are names familiar to 
the ears of the Fathers of the Revolution and their descendants. 
To these may be added that of John Paul Jones, whose 
chivalric spirit and undaunted valor, whose active disposition 
and nautical skill were themes of eulogy at the court of 
Versailles, matter of astonishment and jealousy to that of 
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INTEODrCTION. XT 

London, and whose reputation and renown spread terror on 
tJie seas, and along the shores of Great Britain and Ireland. 

The naval sti-ength of the British Empire being pre-eminent, 
the efforts to be made by America on the ocean, were 
proportionally more difficult and dangerous than those on the 
land, which, nevertheless, were sufficiently arduous. The 
een'ices of John Paul Jones, consequently, were highly 
valuable ; and it will be found, in t!ie succeeding pages, that 
Congress duly appreciated them. He was an experienced 
navigator, and had an exactness of penetration which enabled 
him, almost instinctively, to discriminate between what was 
merely of doubtful execution, and what waa wholly impracti- 
cable. Hence he was generally succeaaful in his enterprises, 
scarcely ever failing in an undertaking or expedition, unless 
thro\!gh the jealousy or disobedience of others, or the 
inclemency of the weather. 

The labors of John Paul Jones for the fiu'therance of the 
American cause, were incessant. "Whether in port or at sea, 
he was indefatigable. He had a genius prone to adventure, 
and of all the naval commanders of that day, he planned and 
executed, both in America and in Europe, the most annoying 
expeditions against tlie enemy. Such was his intrepidity that 
he was appalled by no peril, however great, and his presence 
of mind never forsook him, even in the most sudden and 
extraordinary emergencies. No one was more deeply embued 
with a conviction of the vital consequences of the contest to 
mankind, and no pereon felt a more honest zeal for its 
successful issue. His correspondence evinces that he foresaw 
the glorious destinies of the new American nation, even whilst 
it was struggling into existence. He was not in tlie least 
tainted with the vice of avarice ; and, with him, money waa 
uniformly a consideration secondaiy to the promotion of the 
public welfare. Tenacious of the rights of those under hia 
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XVl tHTKODTJCnON. 

command, and as just as he Tvas generous, he enjoyed the 
friendship and favor of men of prohity and honor everywhere. 
He was not merely countenanced, but caressed at the French 
court, and kings, nobles, ministers, and ladies of fashion and 
influence did not hesitate to reward and sustain him for his 
brilliant exertions against the marine of England, and her 
commerce. 

The character of Jolin Paul Jones has been imich misrepre- 
sented by those who have heretofore undertaken to write his 
life. They have, for the moat pai-t, depicted him as a plunderer, 
a pirate, cruel and unprincipled. The venal Eritisli press and 
British antipathies have been the source of hia defamation. 
The present work, written fi-om authentic documents, will 
redeem his name from the odium hitherto cast upon it. An 
attentive perusal will satisfy the reader tiuit he was a man of 
close observation, of profound reflection, and that his style is 
that of an individual of good ordinary English education, 
which, indeed, is common to tlie youth of all classes in 
Scotland. His correspondence indicates plain sense, without 
affectation ; and, in some passages, it will be discovered that 
he was not altogether deficient in the sentimental and more 
refined species of writing. IBs character, in truth, had a cast 
of the romantic in it, which gives to the history of his life a 
most interesting and agreeable complexion. As one of our 
earliest naval heroes, he merits the respect and veneration of 
every citizen of the United States ; and the statesman and 
politician, as well as the officera and seamen of our gallant 
navy, will discover in the incidents of his eventful cai-cer, 
illustrations of occuiTences in our revolutionary war, which 
may enlighten their judgments, and furnish an example 
worthy of imitation. 
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IIFE AND CIIAKACTEE 



JOHN PAUL JONES. 



JoHH Path, Jones was the son of Mr. John Paul, a respect- 
able gardener. He was horn at Arbigland, in the parish of 
Kirbean, and stewartry of Kirkcudbright, in the montli of July, 
17iT, and received the mdiments of his education at the paro- 
chial school. The contiguity of his residence to the shore of the 
Solway Firth, inepii'ed him with an early predilection for a sea- 
faiing life ; and while yet a mere child, he hoisted his flag on 
boaj'd }iis mimic ship, and issued audible mandates to his 
imaginary officers and crew, with all the consequence of a 
legitimate commander. Nor was he content with tliis. As his 
skill in manceuvring improved, he ventured to criticise the 
nautical knowledge of practical sailors ; and in tlie eager and 
couiideut tone with which, from the eminence on which he took 
his station, he thundered forth his orders to the vessels which 
were entering the port at Oarse-tliorn, might be remarked the 
ai-dent and enterprising mind of one who felt that he was bom 
to future command. 

His partiality to a sailor's life was ko determined that liis 
friends resolved to indulge it ; and accordingly, at the age ol 
twelve, he was sent across the Firth to "Whitehaven, where ho 
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10 LIFE OF JOUH PAUL JONES. 

was bound apprentice to Mr. Yotmger, a respectable mercliant 
in the American trade. His iiist voyage was made on board 
the Friendship, Captain Benson. His course was steered tor 
the Eappahamioc, and before he liad completed his thii-teenth 
year, he landed on the shores of that country wliicJi he was 
destined to adopt as his own. His home, wliile the ship was in 
port, was the house of an elder brother, who, having married a 
native of Virginia, had previously settled tiiere. Here his early 
prepossessions in fevor of America were confiimed, and from 
that period it had become the countiy of his fond election. 

Our adventurer, being at length freed from the ti-aiumels of 
apprenticeship, made several voyages to foreign ports, and in 
the year 1773, again went to Yirgiuia to ai'range the atfaii-s of 
his brother, who had died there without leading any family ; 
and about this time, in addition to his original suraarac, he 
assiuned tlie patnmyime of Jones, his fathei^'s christian-name 
having been John, This custom, which is of classical authority, 
has long been prevalent in Wales, and in various other comi- 
tries, although it is not practised in that part of the island in 
which he was horn. 

This visit revived and riveted the attachment which yoimg 
Paul Jones had conceived for America ; and in spite of the 
native ardor and restless activity of his nund, he resolved to 
withdraw from the vicissitudes of a sea-faring Hfe, to fix his 
residence in the countr)', and to devote the remainder of his 
days to retirement and study. He was little aware of the 
turbulent scenes in which he was soon to perfonn a part, nor of 
the conspicuous figure he was to mate in them. 

The discontents of the colonists had by this time occasioned 
much commotion, and their murmm's became daily deeper and 
more frequent, till at last they broke off aU coimexion with the 
parent country. Towards tlie latter part of the year 1775, it 
was determined by Congress to fit out a naval force to assist in 
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LIFE OF JOHN PAUL JONES. 11 

the defence of American independence, and an anxious search 
was made for friends to the caixse who should be at once able 
and willing to act as officers on board their vessels. It now 
appeared that Jones had, in his romantic schemes of tranquil 
enjoyment, falsely estimated the natural bent of his genina. 
With deep interest he had watched the progi-ess of those 
political events which were to decide the fate of his adopted 
country ; and, when an open resistance w^ made to the domi- 
nion of Britain, he could no longer remain an inactive spectator. 
Having only just completed his twentj^-eighth yeai', he was full 
of bodily vigor and of mental enei'gy, and he conceived that liia 
nautical skill would qualify him to he a distinguished aesertor 
of the rights of the colonists. He was appointed, on the 22d of 
December, 1115, first lieutenant of the Alfi'ed, mid on boai'd 
that vessel, before Philadelphia, he hoisted the flag of 
independent America with his own hands, Ms Jirst iime it was 
ev<T displayed.* 

The following resolution, taken from the Journals of Congress, 
verifies the fact of his having been one among the first of those 
who were selected to vindicate the rights of the country at sea : 

In Coiv-GitEss, 22dDec lYTs. 

Resolved, That the following naval officers be apiwinted : 

Ezek. Hopkins, Esq., Conmiander-in-Chief of the fleet. 

Dudley Saltonstall, Captain of tie Alfred. 

Abraham 'WTiipple, " Columbus. 

Nicholas Biddle, " Andrew Dovia, 

John E. Hopkins, " Cabot, 

lat Lieutenants, — John Paul Jones, Rhodes Arnold, Staiifihury, 

Hersted Hacker, Jonathan Pitcher, 

Id Lieutenants^ — Benjamin Seabuiy, Joseph Oliiey, Elisha Warner, 
Thomas Weaver, ■ McDougalL 

* The account of Jonca, thus far, has been taken from the Edinburgh EncyclopeJia, 
and as the aulhot learned from the lala Mr. Lowden, the nephew of Jones, waa 
written from the lips of Mr. jjowden's mother for that work by Dr. Dnncan, o! 
Dumfries, Scotland. 



Hosted by 



Qoo^z 



13 I.IFE OF JOHN PAUL JONES, 

3d Lkulenanis, — John Fanning, Ezekiel Burroughs, Daniel Vaughan. 
Re&olved, That the pay of the commander-in-chief of the fleet be one 
hundred and twenty-five dollars per month. 

Some time was necessary to the equipment of the fleet, but 
the subjoined extract of a letter written by Lieiit. Jones to the 
Hon. Mr. Ilew^, then an influential member of Congi'ess from 
North Carolina, demonstrates that the newly appointed ofiicers 
were not idle. They received their commissions the latter part 
of December, ITTS, and on the ITtli of the siicceeding February 
they put to sea : 

" When I undertook to write you an account of our proceedings in the 
fleet, I did not imagine that I should have been so stinted in point of time ; 
I owed you a mucli earlier account ; but since our arrival hei'e, the repairs 
and business of the ship have required my constant attention. I will 
endeavor to be more punctual hereafter ; in the meanwhile, hope you will 
excuse this omission till I can account for it personally. I pass over what 
was prior to our arrival at tlie Capes of Delaware — where we were mot 
by the Hornet sloop, and Wasp schooner, from Maryland. 

" On the l7th of Febiuary, the fleet put to sea with a smart northeast 
wind. In the night of tte 19th (the gale bamg increased), we lost 
company witli the Hornet and Fly, tender. We steered to the soiittward, 
without seeing a single a^l or meeting with anything remarkable, till tlie 
let of March, when we anchored at Abaco, one of the Bahama Islands, 
having previously brought to a couple of New Providence sloops to take 
pilots out of them. By these people we were informed that there was a 
large quantity of powder, with a number of cannon, in the two forta of 
Uew Providence. In consequence of this intelligence the marines and 
landsmen, to the number of 300 and upwards, under the command of 
Captain Nicholas, were embarked in the two sloop*. It was determined 
that they should keep bolow deck until the sloops weie got in close to the 
fort, and they were then to land instantly and take possession before the 
island could be alai'incd. This, however, was rendered abortive, as the 
forts fired an alarm on the approach of our fleet. We then ran in, and 
anchored at a small key three leagues to ivindward of the town, and from 
thence the Commodore despatehed the marines, with the sloop I'rovidence 
and schooner Wasp to cover their landing. They landed without opposi- 
tion, and soon took possession of the eastern garrison, which, after firing a 
few shot, the islanders abandoned. The next morning the marines mai'ched 
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LIFE OF JOUH PAUL JONES. 13 

for the town, and were met by a messenger from the governor, who told 
Captjiin Nicliolas, that ' the ■westera gariison (Fort Nassau) was ready for 
his reception, and that he might march his force in as soon as he pleased.' 
This was effected without firing a gun on ouv side — but the governor had 
sent off 150 barrels of powder the night before. Encl<»ed you have an 
inventory of the cannon, ator^, &c,, which we btought off in the fleet. 
We continued at New Providence till the l7th iilt., and then brought off 
the governor and two more gentlemen prisoners. Our course was now 
directed back for the continent, and, aftflv meeting with tauch bad weather, 
on the 5th inst., off Block Island, we took the Hawke schooner, of six 
guns, one of Capt. Wallace's tenders, and the bomb brig Bolton, of eight 
guns and two howitzers. The nest morning we fell in with the Glasgow 
man-of-war, and a hot engagement ensued, the pM^culars of which I 
cannot communicate better than by extracting the minutes which I entered 
on the Alfred's log-hook. I have the pleasure of assuring you that the 
commander-in-chief is respected through the fleet, and I verily believe 
that the officers and men, in general, would go any length to execute his 



The same letter contains some excellent oliaervations on the 
courtesy which ought to prevail among the officers of the navy. 
Lieutenant Jones remarks : — ■ 



"It is certainly for the interest of the service that a cordial i 
of civilities should subsist between superior and inferior officers ; and, 
therefore, it is bad pohcy in superiors to behave towai'ds their inferiors 
indiscriminately, as though they were of a lower species. Men of hberal 
minds, who have been long accustomed to command, can ill biixik being 
thus set at nought by others who pret«nd to claim the monopoly of 
sense. The rude, ungentle treatment which they expeiience, creates such 
heartburnings as are nowise consonant with that cheerful ardor and spirit 
which ought ever to be the characteristic of an officer ; and, therefore, 
whoeva" thinks himself hearty in the service, is widely mistaken when he 
adopts such a hne of conduct in order to prove it, for to he well obeyed, 
it is necessary to be e: 



He then adds :- 



" The fleet having been reinforced with two hundred men lent fiiam the 
army, is now in condition for another enterprise, and we expect to embrace 
the first wind for Khode Island, where I hope we shall meet with better 
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14 LIFE or JOHH PAUL JOHEB. 

success, as we underatand ttat tlie Scarborougli is now there. It is 
proposed to dean tie ships at Providence, Ehode Island, so that our 
detention there will admit of a retui'n of letters from Philadelphia." 

The annexed is the memorandum of the engagement with 
the Glasgow, referred to in a preceding extract. 

"At 2 A.M. cleared ship for action. At half past two, the Cabot, 
being between us and the enemy, began to engage, and soon after we did 
the sama At the third glass the enemy bore away, and, by crowding 
sail, at lengtb got a comsiderahle way atead, made signals for the i-est of 
the Englisli fleet at Rhode Island to come to her assistance, and steered 
directly for (he harbor. The Commodore then thought it imprudent to 
risk our prizes, &13, by pursuing ferther; therefore, to prevent our being 
decoyed into their hands, at half past six made the signal to leave ofl' 
chase and haul hy the wmd to join our prizes. The Cabot was disabled 
at the second broadade. The captMn being dangerously wounded, the 
master and several men killed. The enemy's whole fire was then directed 
at us, Mid an unlucky shot having carried away our wheel-block and 
ropes, the ship broached to, and gave the enemy an opportunity of raking 
us with several broadsides before we were ^sun in condition to stoer the 
ship and return tlie ire. In the action we received several shot under 
water, which made the ship very leaky; we had besides the mainmast 
shot through, and the upper works Mid lining very considerably 
damaged ; yet it is surprising that we only lost the second lieutenant of 
marines and four men, one of whom (Martin Gillingwater), a midshipman, 
prisoner, who was in the cockpit, and had been taken in the bomb brig 
Bolton yesterday ; we had no more than three men dangerously and four 
sUgbtly wounded." 



NotwitlistaiLding the success of the enterprise against New- 
Providence, and the alacrity expressed in the letter of Lieut. 
Jones, of the 14th of April, IT'i'S, for a new expedition, the 
squadron was not in a condition to put to sea again imme- 
diately. The seamen were afSicted with sickness, after their 
return to the continent. Nearly a month had elapsed before 
the Andrew Doria and Cabot could he prepared for another 
cruize, which they were to undertake in company, for four 
weeks, from Khode Island. The Alfred and Columbus could 
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not be fully manned for want of men. It became necessary to 
enlist seamen, and this was difficult, as numbers of them had 
been enrolled for the army. In a letter from Lieut. Jonpa to 
the Honorable Mr. Hewes, dated at New York, the 19t]i of 
May, ITIQ, be represents that " the seamen, almost to a man, 
had entered into tbe ai'my before tbe fleet was set on foot ; and I 
am well informed that there are four or five-Jthonsand seamen 
now in the land service." This class of persons, always 
amongst the most patriotic, bad been thrown out of employment 
at the commencement of genei-al hostilities with Great Britain, 
and promptly resorted to thS standard of their coimtry tmder 
General Washington, until arrangements could be made by 
Congress for giving more scope to their energies on the element 
to which they had been accustomed. 

The difficulty of procuring seamen was not the only one 
which the infant American navy had to encounter. The 
imfortunate engagement with the Glasgow produced consi- 
derable dissatisfaction, and occasioned unfavorable reflections 
to be cast on the officers of the fleet. Although the behavior 
of Lieut. Jones was not particularly called in question, he 
evidently felt very sensibly tbe severity of the common 
animadversions, as every man of spirit and honor necessarily 
would have felt in a similar situation. "Wiiting on this topic to 
the Honorable Mr. Hewes, he remarked that his " feelings as 
an individual were hurt by the censures that bad been indiscri- 
minately thrown out. My station," be observes, " confined 
me to the Alfred's lower gun-deck, where I commanded during 
the action ; yet, though tbe commander's letter, which has 
been published, says, ' all the offlcera in the Alfred behaved 
well,' still the public blames me among others for not taking 
the enemy. But a little consideration will place the matter in 
a true light; for no officer, imder a superior, who does not 
stand charged, hj that superior, for cowardice or misconduct, 
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can be blamed on any occasion whatever." He wrote to Mr. 
Hewes, " I wieli a general inquiry might be made respecting 
the abiHties of ofEcera in all stations, and then the country 
would not be cheated." Whilst it must be admitted that the 
expression of these sentiment does credit to Lieut. Jones, it may 
be noted that the dissatisfaction manifested by the public at the 
failure of our squadron to capture the Glasgow, was, perhaps, 
nothing more than the effect of that disappointment, which, in 
every community, is experienced on the want of success in any 
combat, military or naval. Victory, whether the result of 
skill or accident, is sure to be applauded, whilst discomfiture or 
defeat, let it proceed from what cause it may, is miiibrmly 
regarded with coldness, if not with condemnation. Lieut. 
Jones, being a subordinate officer, and having no imputation 
cast upon him by the Commodore, was in no manner respon- 
sible for the operations of the squadron, and, under aU the 
circumstances incident to the action with the Glasgow, her 
escape is to be ascribed more to the necessity of preserving the 
young colonial navy for iiitm-e and gi-eater services than to any 
want of capacity or valor in the officers. Two Courts Martial 
were held on board the Alfred. The consequence of the second 
one, as far as it affected Lieut. Jones, was an order for him to 
take command of the sloop Providence, on the 10th of May, 
1116. In this anned vessel he arrived at I^fcw York, on the 
18th of that month, after a passage of thirty-six hours from 
Khode Island, with a return of upwards of one hundred men, 
besides officers, which General Washington had lent to the fleet 
at New London. At New York he applied himself to the 
shipping of mariners. 

The navy of America had just been brought into existence. 
Rank, and relative duties, both superior and inferior, were 
to be established ; and these are not, in the freshness of any 
institution, easily regulated. Naval and military officers are 
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justly tenacious of their rights in this respect. The possession 
of these rights constitutes their reward for past exertion, and 
the hope of obtaining and exercising them is an excitement to 
frnthcr efforts. TTntU precise lines of distinction could he 
drawn, until the newly appointed officers could he habituated 
to urbanity in command, and submission in obedience, so 
essential to the maintenance of order and haiinony, sometliing 
of an acrimonious temper woidd creep in to impair the force of 
authority, and weaken the ties of social and official intercourser 
At the beginning of the revolution Congress were obliged to 
act with much wisdom and address in this particular, in relation 
to the station and advancement of ofScera in the army as well 
as in the navy. In the former, the conti-olling influence and 
equity of General Washington smothered and conciliated many 
unpleasant differences. In the navy there was no individual 
of such unrivalled ascendancy. Not but that all were "willing 
to fight for their country ; but rank is an affair of personal 
honor, in wliich every one believes himself bound to stistain 
his claims. lieut. Jones had an aspiring mind, which impelled^ 
him to seek promotion as a means of signalizing himself His 
opinion of the c[ualifications recLuisite in a naval commander, 
however, was not extravagant, and evinces nothing of an arbi- 
trary dibposition. Writing to the Honorable Mr. Hewcs, he 
tells him, " in my opinion, a commander in the navy ought to 
be a man of strong and well connected sense, with a tolerable 
education, a gentleman as well as a seaman, both in theory and 
practice : for want of learning, and rude, ungentle manners 
are by no means characteristic of an officer." There is no 
of&cer of the navy of the present day, it is presumed, who will 
not concur in the propriety of this delineation of what is 
req^uired in an accomplished naval commander. 

Lieut. Jones had been offered the command of the Fly, at 
Keedy Mand, in the Delaware, previously to the sailing of the 
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expedition against the Bahamas, but declined it, 
her only as a paltry message hoat, aidtahle for a i 
The command was then given to the lieutenant of the Oahot ; 
and upon thia circumstance was founded a claim to priority 
unfavorable to Jones. The naval service, moreover, began to 
attract attention, and new applicants presented themselves ■ for 
appointment. To the Honorable Mr. Hewes, Lieut. Jones 
unbosomed himself on this delicate subject. " There is little 
confidence to be placed in reports," said he in his letter of the 
19th of May, 1776, to that gentleman, " otherwise the 
lieutenants of the fleet might have reason to be uneasy when 
they are told that the several committees have orders to appoint 
all the officers for the new ships, except only the captains. I 
cannot think that they will be so fer overlooked, who have at 
first stept forth, and shown at least a willingness : nor can I 
snppose that my own conduct in the service will, in the esteem 
of the Congress, subject me to be superseded in favor of a 
younger officer, especially one who is said not to understand 
navigation." He then adverts to the proffered command of 
the Fly, and his refusal of it, and proceeds, — " On my 
appointment to the Providence I was indeed astonished to find 
my seniority (juestioned. The Commodore told me he must 
refer to the Congress. I have received no new commission. I 
wish the matter in dispute may be first cleared up. I will 
cheerftiily abide by whatever you think is right. At the same 
time I am ready to have my pretensions inquired into by men 
who are judges. When I applied for a lieutenancy, I hoped, 
in that rank, to gain much useful knowledge fi'ora those of 
more experience than myself. I was, however, mistaken : for, 
instead of gaining information, I was obliged to inform others. 
I ibrmed an exercise, and trained the men so well to the use of 
the great guns in the Alfred, that they went through the 
motions of broadsides and rounds as exactly as soldiers g 
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perform tlie manual exercise." This can scarcely be called 
egotism, Lieut. Jon^ wae unsupported by family connexions 
in this country, and had to rely on his own merit and the 
disinterested patronage of members of Congress, and other 
eminent patriots, for promotion. It was, therefore, but simple 
justice to himself, whilst bo submitted his pretensions to the 
test of inquiry, to speak of what he had already done of a 
useful nature to the service. 

On the 13th of December, 1775, Congress had directed that 
thirteen frigates should be built, which, by a resolution of the 
6th of June, 1776, were denominated the Congress, Randolph, 
Haacoelr, "Washington, Trumbull, Raleigh, Efliiigham, Mont- 
gomery, "Warren, Boston, Yirginia, Providence, and Delaware. 
They were ordered to be constructed in different ports of the 
colonies, and Lieut. Jones was anxious to obtain the command 
of one of them, "I should esteem myself happy," said he, in 
a letter to Mr. Hewes, " in being sent for to Philadelphia, to 
act under the more immediate direction of the Congress, 
especially in one of the new ships. The largest, and I think 
by far the best, of the frigates was launched the day aft«i' I left 
Providence ; but, from what I can learn, neither of them will 
equal the Philadelphia ships." His wishes, it appeaa-s, were 
not gi-atified. He was continued in the command of the 
Pravidenee, which required heaving down, repairing and 
refitting, before she coidd proceed on another cruize. After 
he had proem-ed as many men as were to be enlisted at N^ew 
York, he was ordered back to Rhode Island for instmctions. 

At what precise time Lieut. Jones sailed from thence in search 
of the enemy, ia unlmown. He was employed for some time 
in escorting vessels irom Khode Island into the sound. He was 
then ordered to Boston, to take under convoy certain vessels 
laden with coal for Philadelphia. According to a letter whicli 
he wrote to the Honorable Robert Morris, dated on board the 
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Providence, at sea, on the 4tli of September, 1776, it is 
manifest that he had been previously to that time, actively 
engaged in annoying the British trade, and it 18 believed that, 
at this time, he acted with luilimited instmetiona. That letter 
is remarkable on aeeomit of two passages in it ; one of which 
refere to some misfortmie which had deeply afflicted him, bnt 
which he forbears to explain ; the other to the qualifications of 
the officers of the navy, and the relative rank of officers in the 
land and naval service. The former proves that he was a 
pei-son of much sensibility and of correct feehng. The rank 
of the officers in the navy was still unsettled ; and Lieut. 
Jones, fearftil that he might be superseded by his juniors, was 
anxious to remove every pretext for giving to another the 
precedence which he considered as due to himself. This 
motive, it is to be presumed, induced him to write to the 
Honorable Mr. Morris, in the following manner : " I conclude 
that Mr. Hewes has acquainted you with a veiy great 
misfortune which befel me some years ago, and which brought 
me into North America. I am under no concern whatever, 
that this, or any past circmstanee of my hfe, vrill sink rae in 
your opinion. Since human wisdom cannot secure us from 
accidente, it is the greatest effort of reason to hear them well." 
This is a judicious and philosophical reflection, and the effusion 
of no ordinary mind. The misfortune of which he speaks 
would not have implicated his moral character, or he would not 
have enjoyed the confidence and friendship of the Honorable 
Mr. Hewes, to whom, as Jones informed Mr. Morris, the 
particulars were known. 

On the other topic, concerning the capacity and relative 
rank of officers, Lieut, Jones displayed a laudable eeal for the 
improvement of the navy. His plan of a previous examination 
of officers is now actually in practice with the investigation 
of the proficiency of young midshipmen, which annually takes 
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place. This passage of his letter to Mr. Morris is brief and to 
the pttrpose : — 

" As the regalations of the navy," he says, " are of the utmost 
consequence, you will not thint it presumption, ii^ with the utmost 
diffidence, I venture to communicate to you such hints as, in my 
judgment, wiU promote its honor and good government. I could heartily 
wish that every commission officer was to be previously examined ; for, to 
my certain knowledge, there are persons who have already crept into 
commjasion without abihtJes or fit quahfication : I am myself fer fiom 
desiring to be excused. BVom experience in oui«, as well as from my 
former intimacy with many officera of note in the British navy, I am 
convinced that the parity of rank between sea and land or marine officers, 
is of more consequence to the harmony of the service, than has generally 
been imagined. In the British estabhshmeni, an admiral ranks with a 
general, a vice-admhal with a heutenant-general, a rear-admhal with a 
major-general, a commodore with a brigadier-general, a captain with a 
colonel, a master and commander with a lieutenant-colonel, a lieutenant 
commanding with a major, and a Ueutenant in th.e navy ranks with a 
captfun of horse, foot, or marines. I propose not our enemies as an 
example for our general imitation, yet, as their navy is the best regulated 
of any in the world, we must in some degree imitate thorn, and aim at 
such farther improvement as may one day make ours vie with, and exceed 
theirs. Were this regulation to take place in our navy it would prevent 
nmnberlesa disputes and duellings, which otherwise will be unavoidable." 



From the cruize in which he was engaged, on the 4th of 
September, 1116, be returned to Newport, Ehode Island, on 
the Tth of October following, and on the ITtb again wrote to 
the Honorable Eobert Morris, who bad cordially permitted his 
confidential correspondence. Tfaia letter of the 17tb of October, 
exhibits the character of Lieut. Jones in so just a light, and in 
a sbort compass shows his past success, bis diligence, his 
sympathy, his liberality, his anxiety for the growth of the 
navy, and ardent wieh^ to prteeeute the war to a speedy and 
triumphant issue, that it is but justice to bis memory to inseiii 
it here entire. 
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" Providence Sloop of War at Newport, 
Rhode Island, 11th Oct. Hie. 
" Honored Sir, 
" I wrote to you at sea 4tli ult. by the Brigantine Sea Ifymph, my 
second prize. I have taken sixteen sdl— manned and sent in. eight 
piizes, and stmk, burnt, or destroyed the rest. The list of prizes is as 
follows ; 



1. The Bi%antine Britannia, whaler, 

2. " Brigantine Sea Nymph, "West Indies, 

3. " Biigantine Favorite, " 

4. " Ship Alexander, Newfoundland, 



Brigantine Kingston Packet, Jam., 
Brigantine Defiance, Jersey, 
Sloop Portland, whaler, 



manned and sent ii 



. The Ship Adventure, Jersey, 

1. " Brigantine Friendship, do., 

:. " Schooner John, London, 

. " Schooner Betsey, Jersey. 

': " Schooner Betsey, Halifax. 

'. " Schooner Sea Flower, Canao, 

, " Schooner Ebenezer, " 

1. " Schooner Hope, Jersey, 



" I have written from time to time to the Marine Board, and famished 
them with particular accounts of all my proceedings, and I now send 
copies of my former lettere. I arrived here '7th inst. I would not have 
lost a day without writing to you and to the board, had not the 
commodore proposed to me to take command of an expedition, with the 
Alfred, Providence, and Hampden, to destroy the fishery of Newfoundland, 
but principally to reheve a hundred of our fellow citizens, who are detained 
as prisoners and slaves in the coal pits of Cape Breton. All my humanity 
was awakened, and called up to action by this laudable proposal ; and I 
have been successfully employed in refitting and getting the Providence 
in readiness, but am under the greatest apprehension that the expedition 
will feu to nothing, as the Alfred is greatly short of men. I found her 
with only abont thirty men, and we have with much ado enhsted thirty 
more ; but it seems the privateei's entice them away as fast as they receive 
their month's pay. It is to the last degree distressing to o 
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state and establishment of our navy. The common cla^ of manJtind are 
aiituated by no nobler prindple than that of self-interest ; this, and this 
alone determines all adventurers in privateers ; the owners, as well as 
those whom ihey employ. And while this is the case, unless the private 
emolument of individuals in our navy is made superior to that in 
privateers, it never can become respectable ; it never will become 
formidable. And without a respectable navy — alas! America! In the 
present critical situation of affairs, human wisdom can suggest no more 
tban one inialUble ejipedient : enlist the seamen dming pleasure, and give 
them all the prizes. "What is the paltry emolument of two thirds of 
prizes to the finances of this vast continent !* K so poor a resource is 
essentiid to its independency, in sober sadness we Me involved in a woful 
predicament, and our ruin is iast approaching. The situation of America 
is new in the annals of mankind, her affairs cry haate, Mid speed must 
answer them. Trifles, therefore, ought to be wholly disregarded, aa being 
in the old vulgar proverb ' penny wise, and pound foolish.' If our enemies, 
with the best established and most formidable navy in the univerae, have 
found it expedient to assign all prizes to the captors, how much more is 
sueh pohcy essential to our infant fleet; but I need use no argnmenta to 
convince you of the necessity of mining the emolnmenta of our navy equat, 
if not superior, to theirs. We have had proof that a navy may be ofEcered 
almost on any terms, bnt we are not so sare that these ofGcers are equal 
to their commissions ; nor wiU the Congress ever obtain such certainty, 
until they, in their wisdom, see proper to appoint a board of admiralty, 
competent to detennine impartially the respective merits and abilities of 
their officers, and to superintend, regulate, and point out, all the motions 
and operations of the navy, 

" Governor Hopkins tells me, that he apprehends I am appointed tz 
the Andrew Doria ; she is a good cruizer, and would, in my judgment, 
answer much better, were she mounted with 12 six-pounders, than as shi* 
is at present, with 14 fomB. An expedition of importance may be effecte& 
this winter, on the coast of Africa, with part of the original fleet. Eithei 
the Alfred or Columbus, with the Andrew Doria and Providence, would, 1 
am persuaded, cany ^ before them ; and ^ve a blow to the English 
African trade, which would not soon be recovered, by not leaving them a 



* It will ba Been, in the sequel, that, by UBrlHin lesolulione of CongrCES, of the 95lli 
of November, 1775, Congress assigned two thirds of the value of all eapluies made 
by publio ships of war to the use of the United Colonies. These ate the " two thirds" 
to whiolt Lieut. Jones alludes. The remaining one third waa divided into twenty 
parts, and ordered to he distributed among the captors in the proportions mentioned 
in a resolution of the 6lh of January, 1776. 
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mast standing on tliat coast. This expedition would be attended with no 
great expense ; besides, the ship and vessels mentioned are unfit for 
service on a winter coast, which is not the case witi the new fiigatea. 
The small squadron for this service ought to sail eaily, that the prizes 
may reach oitr poi'ts in March or April. If I do not succeed in manning 
the Alfred, so as to proceed to the eastward, in the corpse of this week, 
the season will he lost ; the coal fleet will he gone to Halifax and the 
fishermen to Europe. I will not, however, rem^n inactive, but proceed 
to cruise in the sloop neai' Sandy Hook. Three of my prizes have aiiived 
here, and one or two more to the eastward. 

" I am," &c. 

During the time he was at sea, he fell in with the frigate 
Solebay of 28 guns, near tlie Island of Bennuda, and had a 
sharp action with her, which lasted several hours. The Provi- 
dence carried but 12 guns, six-poundera, and Jones was 
exceedingly fortunate in making his escape from an adversary 
so decidedly superior in force. Proceeding thence in the 
direction of NovarScotia, he had an encounter near Cape-Sables, 
■with the Milford, of 33 guns at long-shot. Being unable to cope 
with her, he ran into a small harbor and destroyed some fishing 
vessels. He next went to Isle-Madame, destroyed the fishing 
establishments there, and set on Are every vessel he eonld not 
take away. In effecting all this destruction of property and 
loss to the enemy, he was absent not more than six weeks and 
five days. 

Some estimate may be formed of the individual profits 
accruing fi:om the cruize in which Lieut. Jones had been 
occupied, from the number of his captures, and the following 
regulations of Congress for the distribution of prize-money : — 

"In CoNORBsa, Jan. Sth, 1776. 

" Resolved, That the commander in chief have one-twentieth part of 
prize-money, taken by any ship or ships, armed vessel or vessels, under 
his orders and command. 

" That the captain of any single armed ship or vessel have two-twentieth 
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pails for his share ; hut if more ships or iumed vessels he in company 
when a prize ia taken, then the two-twentieth parts be divided amongst all 
the said captains. 

"That the captaia of marines, lieutenants of the ships or armed vessels, 
and masters thereof, share together, and have three twentieth parts divided 
among them equity of all prizes taken when they ai^e in company. 

" That the lieutenants of maiinea, surgeons, chaplains, pni'sers, boatswains, 
gunnel's, carpenters, the mastera' mates, and the seci'etaiy of the fleet, share 
together, and have two-twentieth parte and one half of one twentieth part 
divided among them equally, of all piizes taken when tbey are in compMiy. 

" That the following warrant and petty ofBeers, viz. (aiiowing for each 
ship six midshipmen, for each brig lour midshipmen, and each sloop two 
midshipmen, one captain's clerk, one surgeon's mate, one steward, one 
sailmaker, two carpenter's mates, one cook, one cockswain, two sergeante 
of marines for each ship, and one seigeant for each brig and sloop), have 
three-twentieth pails divided among them equally ; and when a prize is 
taken by any ship or vessel on board or in company in which the 
commander-in-chief is, then the commander-in-chief's cook or cockswain 
to be added to this allotment, and have their shares with these last 



*' That the remaining eight-twentieth pails and one haK of the twentieth 
part be divided amongst the rest of the ship or ships' companies, as it may 
happen, share and shai'e ihke 

" That no officer or m'ln h-ive ai y shdre but s i h as aie actually n 
board their several vessds when any prize prizes are takei eiixpt ng 
only such as may have been oriei 1 on loaid aij thei jnzea lofore 
taken, or sent away by his or then comn anhi g olhceiB 



s subsecLTientlj iltere 1 tbis regulation ai ipj eirB bj 
the subjoined reeolution ind j rob^lly uj en the %uggehti n yl 
Lieut, Jon^, aa the alttiitiou t 1 pin. o buon aftei he had 
■written to Mr, Morns 

"In Conorbss, Oct 30th, 1116, 

"Besolved, That the rank of the officere of maiines be the same as 
officers of similar commissions in the land service. 

" That the commanders, officera, seamen, and marines, in the continental 
navy, be entitled to one half of merchantmen, ti'ansporta, and store-ships, 
by them taken, from and after the first day of Novembei', 17T6, fo be 
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divided anjongst them in the shares and proportions fixed by former 
resolutions of Congress. 

" That the commanders, officers, seamen, and marines, in tte continental 
navy, be entitled to the whole value of all ships and ve^els of war 
belonging to the crown of Great Britain by them made prize of, and all 
privateers authorised by his Britannic Majesty to war against these Stato, 
to be divided as aforesaid." 



Lient. Jonea took command of a squadron in lihode Island 
on the 22d of October, 17T6, tut finding that he could not man 
the ship and two small vessels of which it consisted without 
losing too much time, he determined to leave the Providence 
and proceed vrith the Alfred and Hampden. He took the men 
out of the Providence and her prizes, by which means he made 
up a muster-roll of npward of 140. When, on the 27th, he was 
ready to proceed, the Hampden was run upon a simken ledge, 
■which knocked oiF her false keel, in consequence of wMch she 
became so leaky that she was condemned as not being sea- 
worthy, and the men were immediately shifted to the 
Providence. His expectations from the expedition were not 
sanguine, having been delayed in his arrangements a fortnight 
longer than he had contemplated. He finally put to sea, with 
the Alfred and Providence, in the month of November. In 
this adventure he took a vessel from Liverpool, and the armed 
ship MeUish, having on hoard a company of soldiers and 10,000 
suits of uniform. This captui-e was very opportune. The 
American army was much in want of clothing, and so valuable 
a prize tended to reanimate the spirits of the soldiers. He also 
took a third vessel on the 16th of November, and on the 18th 
following, the Providence parted company in the night. He 
proceeded, nevertheless, to Isle Eoyale, destroyed a valuable 
transport there, and burnt the buildings appropriated to the 
whale and cod-fisheries. !N^ot far from that island he took 
another vessel, which was laden with ling and furs, and on the 
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following day captured a privateer mounting sixteen guns. On 
his return to the continent, he once more fell in with the Milford 
frigate, hut eluded her, and, with his prizes, arrived at Boston, 
on the 10th of Decemher, 1116. 

The main object of the enterprise against Isle-Eoyale was not 
effected. The intention of Lieut. Jones ■was to liberate the 
Americans who were confined in the coal-mines there. He 
attributes the failure to the behavior of the of&cer who 
commanded the Providence. In a letter to the Hon. Mr. 
Hewee, dated at Boston, on the 12th of January, 1111, he 
remarks ; " the captain of the Providence thought proper to 
dispense with his orders and give me the slip in the night, 
which entirely overset the expedition." In like maimer he 
complains of a prize-master, who violated his instructions by 
going into Dartmouth, Mass., instead of a port in North 
Carolina, whither he had been ordered. 

These irregularities arose altogether, it is behoved, from the 
omission of Congress to establish a due gi-adation of rank among 
the officers of the navy. That body had been so incessantly 
employed in business of vital importance, both foreign and 
domestic ; and there were so many objects to attend to in the 
organization of a new government that they had little time to 
devote to minor details. It was not until three months after 
the Declaration of Independence that the relative rank of 
officers in the naval service was established. On the 10th of 
October, 1776, it was settled in the following manner, and a 
vessel assigned to each ; 



Jia?ik of C 



I the Navy, established by Congress, October lOt/i, 



No. 1. James Nicholson, 

2. John Manly, , 

3. Hector M'Neil, 



Virginia, 
Haiicockj 
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C«nmad,1ers. Vessels. 


Gims 


4. Dudley Saltonstall, . . . Trumbull, 


38 


5. Nicholas Biddle, 




EandolpL, 


32 


8. Thomaa Thompson, 




Raleigh, 


32 


Y, John Bacry, . 




Effingham, 


28 


8. Thomas Read, 






Washington, 


32 


9. Thomaa Grinnell, 






Congress, 


28 


10. Charles Alexander, 






Delaware, 


24 


11. UmbertWickes, 






Repiisal, 


16 


12. Abi-aham "Whipple, 






Providence, 


28 


13. John B. Hopkins, 






Warren, 


32 


14. John Hodge, . 






Montgomery, 


24 


15. WilHam Halloclt, 






Lexington, 


16 


16. Hoysted Hacker, 






Hampden, 


_ 


17. Jsmah Eohinson, 






Andrew Doria. 


14 


18. Jolm Paul Jones, 






Providence, 


12 


19. James Josiah, 








— 


20. Eliaha Hicman, 






Alfred, 


28 


21. Joseph Olney, 






Cabot, 


16 


22. James Robinson, 






Sachem, 


10 


28. John Young, . 






Independence, 


10 


24. Elisha Warner, 






%, 


_ 


Lieut. John Baldwin, 




Wasp, 


S 


Lieut. Thomas Albertaon, 




Musquito, 


4 



Jones ■was by no means satieiied witii this regulation ; and, 
wilii the exception of Captains Saltonstall, Biddle, Whipple, 
and HopMna, considered himself as having teen supereeded 
by the first seventeen on the list. It was probably for the 
purpose of sootliing him, that Congress, on March the 15th, 
ITYT, passed the subjoined resolution : 

"In Congress, March 15, 1TY7. 
"Mesolved, That Daniel "Waters, and Samuel Tucker, be appointed 
Captains in the Ifavy of the United States, and that they have the 
command of two of the three ships ordered to be purchased. And that 
the command of the other ship be given to Captain John Paul Jones, 
imtil better provision can be made for him." 

On the same day that the relative rank of the captains yvm 
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In congress. 

The DELEGATESof the UNITED STATES of New Hampfitre, MaJfuhufitb^Bay; 
Rhode 'Iflani, ComuBuut, New-York, New-Jerfey, Penn/ylvanm, DiUivare, Maryland, Virginia, 
North-Carclma, Soulh-CaroUna, and Georgia, TO 



y^m^ b,£u^- 



/ 

E, repofing efpecial Truft and Confidence in your Patriotifm, Valour, Condu6Land Fidelity, 
DO, by thefe Prefents, conftitute and appoint you. to be 'XfieY^^^^j^'^ 



W- -^ .. . 

,>(U4r,>^rrTm-ri '-hIIi^ i I \W . in the Smm 

States of North- America, fitted out for the Defence of American Liberty, and for repelling every hoftile 
Invafion thereof. You are therefore carefully and diligently to difcharge the Duty of ApaMiUi^ 

by doing and performing all manner of Things thereunto belonging-. Andwe do ftriftly charge 
and require all Officers, Marines and Seamen under your Command, to be obedient to your Orders as 
■^MvtM^yO And you are to obferve and follow fuch Orders and Direftions from Time to 

Time as you fhall receive from this or a future Congrefs of the United States, or Committee of Congrefs 
for that Purpofe appointed, or Commander in Chief for the Time being of the Navy of the United 
States or any other youi fuperior Officer, according to the Rules and DifcipUne of War, the Ufage of 
the Sea, and the Inftruftions herewith given you, in Purfuance of the Truft repofed in you. This 
Commiifion to continue in Force until revoked by this or a future Congrefs. 
D A T E D at MJacie^tdi^ 0MU. io '"-///if 

By Ord et^_o£j h Congb ess^ 




Inrn'^ffrigmalmpsssuUmef M. Jt?uiJ. S}uriiirrt4.,j4iiik^ref''TlwZif6aMOm-actersfJ^1m'J'a2dJines.'L 
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fixed, a commission was made out for Captain Jones, wliich, as 
a reyo]jitionary document, may gratity curiosity. It is 
expressed in tliese terms : — 

"IN COI^GEESS. 

" The Delegates of the United States of Ifew Hampshire, Massacku- 
setts Bay, Bhode Island, Connecticut, iVew York, New Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, 
South Carolina, and Georgia, To 

"JOHN PAUL JONES, ESQ. 

" We, Teposiug espedal trust and confldencfl in your patriotism, Talor, 
conduct, and fidelity, DO, by these Presenia, constitute and appoint you 
to be Captain in tJie Navy of the United States of Nortli America, fitted 
out for tbe Defence of American Liberty, and for repelling every hostile 
invasion thereof. You ai'e therefore cai'efuily and diUgentiy to discharge 
the duty of Captiun by doing and performing ^ manner of things 
thereunto belon^ng. And we do strictiy charge and require all Officers, 
Marines, and SeMaen under your command, to be obedient to your 
orders as Captain, And you ai'e to observe and follow such orders and 
directions from time to time, as you shall receive from this or a future 
Congress of the United States, or Committee of Congress for that purpose 
appointed, or Commander-in-Chief for the time being of the Navy of 
ttie Uni1«d States, or any other your superior Officer, according to the 
Kules and Discipline of War, the usage of the sea, and the insti'uctions 
herewith given you, in pursuance of the trust reposed in' you. This 
eommissioa to continue in force until revoked by this or a future 



'^ Dated at JPhiladelpUa, October Kith, 1776. 

" By Order of the Congress, 

"John: Hancock, Prmrfewf, 
" Attest. Charles Thomsoh, Secretary. 

The uniform of the OfScers of the Navy had been regulated 
by the Marine Committee on the 5th of September, 1YT6. It 
may be gratifying to those of the present day to be informed 
■what it was. It is thus described in a resolution of the 
Committee : — 
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" In Marine Comkittbe, 

"Philadelphia, September 5, 1776. 
" Resolved, That the umform of the Officers in the Navy of the 
United States be as follows : — 

Captains . , Blue cloth with red lappels, slash euiF, stand up coUor, 
flat yellow huttons, blue britches, red waistcoat with 

Lieutenants Blue with red lappels, a round cuff faced, stand up collor, 

yellow buttons, blue britches, red waistcoat plain. 
Masters. . . Blue with lappels, round cuff, blue britches, and red 



Midshipmen Blue lappeled coat, a round cufli faced with red, stand up 
coilor, with red at the button and button hole, blue 
britches, and red waistcoat 

" Extract 'from ike Minutes, 

Sons Brown, SecretaryP 

" Uniform of the Marine Officers. 

"A green coat faced with white, round cuff, slashed sleeves, and 
pockets, with buttons round the cuff, silver epaulett on the right shoulder, 
skirts turned back, buttons to suit the fadngs. 

" White waJstcoat and britches edged with green, black gsutei-s and 
gartets, green shirts for the men if they can be procured." 

The respect to lie paid to the pendant and to continental Bhips 
of war, was enjoined by Congrees on the 29tli of October, 
1776, in the resolution wliich follows. The national flag was 
not definitively established until Jmie of tlie succeeding 
year: — 



"In Congress, October 29, 1776. 

" Sesolved, That no private ships or vessels of war, merchant ships, or 
other vessels, belonging to the subjects of these States, be permitted to 
wear pendants when in company with continental ships or vessels of war, 
without leave fi'om the conunandiug ofiicer thereof; 

"That if any merchant ship or vessel shall wear pendants in company 
with continental ships or vessels of war, without leave from the 
eonmiander thei'eo^ such commander be authorised to take away the 
pendant firom the offender ; 

" That if private ships or vesseb of war refuse to pay the respect duo 
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to the commanders of ships or vessels of war, tte captaii 
so refusing shall lose his ci 



On the ISth of November, 1Y76, the Congress granted a 
boimty to the officers and men for the capture of enemy vessels, 
eetablished the relative rank of the officers in the navy and 
army, and fixed the pay of the officers and men in the navy, as 
specified in the annexed resolution. To the rate of pay in 
1T76, is added the pay in 1825, from a comparison of which 
the increase of compensation in the course of the last forty-nine 
years may lie dibcerned : 

"In Conoubss, November 15, 1776. 
'^Jiesolved, That a hounty of twenty dollars bs paid to the comman- 
ders, officei'*, and men of such continental ships oi vessels of war as shall 
raato a prize of any BntL'.h ships oi vessels of war, for every cannon 
mounted on board such pnze at the time of such capture ; and eight 
doHaiB per head, foi every man then on boaid, and belon^ng'to such 

"That the rank of the naval officers be to the rank of officers in tto 
land service as foHows : 



Admiral ..... 


IS a General, 


¥ice Admiral 


" Lieut. General, 


Rear Admiral 


" Major General, 


Commodore 


" Brig. General, 


Captain of a ship of 40 guns and upwards, 


" Colonel, 


" " " 20 to 40 guns • 


" Liout. Colonel, 


" " " 10 " 20 " 


" Ma.) or. 


Lieutenant m the navy 


" Captain. 



" That the pay of all officers and men iii the American navy, ft'om the 
date of the new commissions under the free and independent States of 
America, be as follows : 



Captain . , 
Lieutenant . 



Iw 1776. In 1825. 
160 $100 



In 1776. 
$43 
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darM 
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In me. 


In 


1825. 












" Mate . . 




15 


20 


Boatswain . . . 




15 




20 


" Mate . 




H 




19 


Gunner .... 




15 




20 


" Mate . . 




25 




50 



Cooper .... 
Midshipman . . 
Armorer. . . . 
Sail Maker . . . 
" Mate . 
Teoman .... 
Quarter Master 

Cook 

Coctswain . . . 
Captain's Clerk 
Steward .... 
Chapkdn . . . 
Yeoman of powder r< 
Master-at-Avms , 



Is under ten guns be commanded by lioutenanta : 



" That the pay of the < 

Lieutenant Commanding 

Mate 

Boatswain 

Gunner . 

Carpenter 

" That the other ofEcera and 
twenty guns. 

Marino officers— Captain, . 
Lieutenant 



II vessels ii'om ten to 
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" Kon-commissioned officers and soldiei's, the same as ia tLo land 
service." 

Allowancea for subsistence were made on the 31st of July, 
1777. The following is the resolution for that object : — 

"In Congress, July 21si, 1777. 

" Mesolved, That eommandera of continental vessels of war of ten guns 
and upwai'ds, be allowed five and one third dollars per week for subsist- 
ence, while ia domestic or foreign ports : 

" That commandera of vessels under ten guns, be allowed four dollars 
per week for subsistence, while in domestic or foreign ports : 

"That commanders of continental vessels of war of ten guns and 
upwards, be allowed whilst at sea two dollars and two thirds per week, for 

"That heutenauts, sui^ona, captains of maidnes, and chaplains, be 
allowed four dollars per week subMstence in domestic poiis, during such 
times as the ships tliey respectively belong to are not in condition to 
receive them on board : 

" That the marine committee be empowered lo allow such cabin 
furniture for continental vrasels of war, as they shall judge proper,'' 

Jones was now acting under the commission of captaiji from 
the independent authorities of the United States of America. 
He had, indeed, performed aU the duties of a captain in virtue 
of his previous appointment. That appointment, together with 
aU those which were made on the 22d of December, 1775, 
before the Colonies had proclaimed theu' separation fi-om Great 
Britain, was produced by British maiitime aggressions, which 
the Congress determined to resist and punish. Eesolutions 
were adopted assigning the reasons which impelled the United 
Colonies to reprisal ; and as they may be viewed as the origm 
of the American naval establishment, it may not be displeasing 
to the readei" to be furnished with an opportunity of pemsing 
them in this volume. They are as follow : — 

"Is Congress, liovember 25th, 1775. 
" Wheeeas, it appears from undoubted information, that many vessels 
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which, had cleared at the respective custom-houses in tl 
agreeably tjj the regulations established by acts of the British Parhament, 
have, in a lawless manner, without even the semblance of just authority, 
been seized by his maj^ty's ships of wai', and carried into the harbor of 
Boston and other porls, where they have been rifled of their cargoes, by 
orders of his majesty's naval and military officers thete commanding, 
\vithoiit the said vessels having been proceeded against by any form of 
trial, and without the charge of having offended against any law, 

"And whekeas, orders have been issued in his majesty's name to 
commanders of his ships of war, 'to proceed as in the case of actual 
rebellion against such of tlie seaport towns and places being accessible to 
the king's ships, in which any troops shall be raised or military works 
erected,' under color of which stai orders, the commanders of his majesty's 
said ships of war have already burned and destroyed the flourishing and 
populous iown of Falmouth, and have fired upon and much injuced several 
other towns within the United Colonies, and dispersed at a late season of 
the year, hundreds of helpless women and children, with a age h pe 
that those may perish under the approaching rigors of the ts n who 
may chance to escape desti-uotion from fire and sword, a mod of a f e 
long exploded amongst civilized nations. 

" And whereas, the good people of these Colonies, sensibly aftect 1 by 
the destruction of their property, and other unprovoked inj ha e at 

last determined to prevent, as much as possible, a repetition thereof by 
fitting out armed vessels and ships of foroe : in the execution of whidi 
commendable .designs, it is possible that those who have not been 
instrumental in the unwarrantable violences above mentioned may suffer, 
unless some laws be made to regulate, and tidbunals erected competent to 
determine, the propriety of captures : Therefore, 

" Resolved, That all ships of wai', frigates, sloops, cutters, and armed 
■vessels, as are or shall be employed in the present cruel and unjust war 
against the United Colonies, and shall fall into the hands oi^ or be taken 
by the inhabitants thereof, be seized and forfeited to and for the purposes 
hereinafter mentioned : 

"That all transport vessels in the same service having on board any 
troops, awns, ammunition, clothing, provisions, or mihtary or naval stores, 
of what kind soever, and all vessels, to whomsoever belonging, that shall 
he employed in eaiTying provisions or other necessaries to the British 
uroiy or armies, or navy, that now are or shall hereafter be within any of the 
United Colonies, or any goods, wares, or merehandise, for the use of such 
fleet or aimy, shall be hable to seizure, and, with their cargoes, shall be 
confiscated ; 

" That no master or commander of any vessel shall be entitled to cruise 
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for, or make prize of any vessel or cargo, before he shall have ohtained a 
commiaaion from the Congress, or from such person or pei'sons as shall he 
for that pui'pose appointed in some one of the United Colonies ; 

" That when any vessel or vessels shall be fitted out at the expense of 
any private person or pei^ons, then the eaptmes shall he to the use of the 
owner or owners of the said vessel or vessels : that where the vessels 
employed in the captmre shall be fitted out at the expense of any of the 
United Colonies, then one third of the prize taken shall be to the use of 
the captors, and the remaining two thirds to the use of the said Colony ; 
and where the vessels so employed shall he fitted out at the continental 
chai'ge, then one third shall go to the captors, and the remaining two 
thji'ds to the use of the United Colonies ; provided, nevertheless, that if 
the capture he a vessel of war, then the captors shall be entitled to one 
half of the valne, and the remainder shall go to the Colony or Continent 
as the case may he, the necessary charges of condemnation of all prizes 
being deducted before distiihution made : 

"That the captures heretofore made by vessels fitted out at the 
continental cha^e were justifiable, and that the distribution of the 
captor's shai'e of the prizes by Gen. Washington be confirmed, which is as 
follows : — 



Captain or Commander, 


6 


A Mate, . 


H- 


Furst Lieutenant, 


5 


Gunner, . . 


H 


Second Lieutenant, . 


4 


Gunner's Mate, 


H 


Suj^on, . 


4 


Boatswain, 


H 


Master, . 


3 


Sergeant, 


n 


Stowai-d, . 


3 


Private, . 


1 



After receiving his commiaaion of the 10th of October, 1T76, 
Capt. Jones was more intent than ever on devising tbe means 
of advancing the condition of the navy. He looked forward to 
its augmentation and perfection, and continued to present hie 
reflections as to the course that should be pui-sued to attain 
those objects. Many of his ideas were valuable, and some of 
them have, in substance, been carried into effect by the present 
government upon a large scale. Writing to his friend, the 
Honorable Robert Morris, on the 10th of Febniary, 1777, he 
eaid, — 
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"There are no officers more immediately ^vanted in the majine 
department, tkan commissioners of doclt yards, to superintend the 
building, and outfit of all ships of war ; with power to appoint deputies to 
provide and have in constant readiness, sufficient quantities of provision, 
stores, slops, &a., so that the small number of ships we have may be 
constantly employed, and not continue idle as they do at present : besides 
all the advantages that would aiise from such appointments, the saving 
which would accrue to the continent ia worth attending to ; had such 
men been appointed at the first, the new ships might have been at sea 
long ago. The difEeulty now lays in finding men who are deserving, and 
who ate fitly qualified for an office of such importance. 

"I must repeat what I asserted formerly, that unless some happy 
expedient can be fellen upon to induce the seamen to enter into the 
service for a longer term than twelve months, it will never be possible to 
bring them under proper subordination ; and subordination is as necessary, 
nay, far more so in the fleet, than in the army. Present advantages, 
though small, will operate far more on the minds of seamen, Hian fat-ure 
prospects, though gi'eat. They ought at least to enter during the war, 
if not during pleasure." 

In iulfilnient of the resolution of Congress of the ITth of 
March, 1111, the Marine Committee addressed a letter to Capt. 
Jones, in the following terms :— 

" In Marine CoMMiirEE. 

" Fkiladelphia, March mth, 1111. 
" Thp Cungies-!, by a resolve of the 17th. inst., having ordered that the 
agent at Boston should purchase, arm, and fit out, for the service of the 
United States, three fast sailing good ships, that will conveniently mount 
18 six-pounders on one deck; and that Capt. John Paul Jones shall 
command one of said ships, until better provision can be made for him : 



" Besulved, That Capt. Jones shall have his choice of those three ships, 
and that he supenutend the fitting of her out. 
" ExiTaetfrfm, t\e minutes, 

"John Brows, SucrctaryT 



"In Marine Coj 

"Philadelphia, March. 25th, 1111. 



"The agent, Mr. Bradford, has orders from this committee to Durchase 
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and fit out three armed veesela, pursuant fo a resolve of Congress, which 
is transmitted to him, one of which you are to command, and the 
comniiU«e have directed that you should have your choice. ITierefore 
you axe desired to make your election as soon as the purchase shall he 
made, and to superintend and haston the fitting hei- out for sea, with all 



" We are, Sir, 

" Your very humble a 

"John Hancock, 
" William Whipple, 
" William Eluiry, 
" Abraham Clarkb, 
"Oliver Wolcott, 
" Thomas Banks, 
" eobert mobms, 
"To Capt. John Paul Jones," 

Before this plan was carried into execution, Jonea received a 
new and honorable proof of the good opinion of Congress, by 
being oMered to proceed to France from Portsmsnth in the 
French ship Amphitrite, with a positive order to the American 
commissioners at Paris to invest him with the command of a 
fine ship, as a reward for the zeal he had shown, and for the 
signal services which he had performed in vessels of little force. 
By the amiexed letter to Mr. John Dobie it wonid eeem that he 
was making preparations to embark in the Amphitrite ; btit, on 
account of difficulties made by her commander, he abandoned 
the design : 

'^Boston, May 23rf, lilt. 
"Mr. John Bobie, 
"You are hereby authorized to engage any prime seamen who may 
present themselves to serve under my command in the navy on hoard the 
shq) Amphitrite, at Portsmouth, in New Hampshire, bound to France, — 
On arrival there they are to he turned over to one of the finest frigates of 
the French Navy, she having been puixihased for the United States hy 
their commissioners at the court of Paris, and to be put under my 
command. — You are directed to repair on board the ship at Portsmouth 
vnihout loss of time, and youv reasonable expenses will be allowed, aa also 
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the reasonable expenses of as many prime seamen as you may bring witli 
you in proper time. If a passage can be procured from hence to Portsmouth 
by water, it will be the cheapest and best conveyance, especially for 



Capt. Jones had before, in one of his letters to a member of 
Congress, recommended that one of his prizes, the Mellish, 
should be converted into a ship of war. This had been 
determined upon by the Marine Committee, but, upon the 
receipt of a letter from him in May, 177Y, the determination 
was abandoned, and he was appointed to the command of the 
Eanger. That committee wrote the following letter to him, 
&om which, it may be inferred that he was growing in the 
esteem of Congress, and in favor with the public in general : 

" In Marine Committee. 

" Philadelpfda, June 18th, lITl. 
" John Paul Jones, Esq., 
"Sir, 

" Your letter of the 26th May to the Secret Committee was Md before 
Congress, and, in consequence thereof, the design of fitting the Mellish is 
laid aside ; and you are apptrinted to command the Kanger ship of war 
lately built at Portsmouth. Col. Whipple, the bearer of this, carries with 
him the resolves of Congress appointing you to this command, and 
authorizing him, Col. I/angdon, and you, to appoint the other commissioned 
as well as the warrant officere necessary for this ship, and he has with him 
blank commissions and wanranfs for this purpose, 

"It ia our desire that you get the Eanger equipped, officered, and 
manned as well and as soon as possible, and probably we may send you 
other instjniefions, before you are ready to sail However, the design of 
the present is to prevent your waiting for such after you are ready for 
service in eveiy other respect, and if that happens before the receipt of 
ferther orders from us, you must then proceed on a cruize against the 
enemies of those United States conforming to the orders and regulations 
of Congress made for the government of the navy ; and in conformity 
thereto take, sink, burn, or destroy all such of the enemies' ships, vessels, 
goods, and effects as you may be able. 

" We shall not limit you to any pattjeular cruiang station, but leave 
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yoTi at large to search for yourself where the greatest chance of success 
presents. Your prizes you wiil send into such safe porta in these United 
States as they can reach, your prisoners must also be sent in, and we 
recominend them to kind tceatraent. 

" Any useftil intelligence that comes to your knowledge must he 
communicated to us whenever you have opportunity. 

" You ai'e to preserve good order and disdpline, hut use your people 
well. The ship, her materials, and stoi^es must he taken good care of, 
and every ofBcer to answer to any embezzlements that happen in his 
department. You are to make monthly returns of your officers, men, &c 
to the Navy Board, you are to be exceedingly attentive to the cleanlineaa 
of your ship and preservation of the people's healths. 

" You are to afford assistance and protection to the American commerce 
whenever in your power ; and on your return from this cruize, lay copies 
of your journal and log hook before the Navy Boai'd, and inform us the 
events of your voyage. 

" We are, Sir, 

" Your friends and servants, 

" John Hancock, 
" Robert Morris, 
"Philip Livingston, 
"Benjamin Harrison, 

" A, MlDHLgTON, 

" Nicholas VAte Dyke, 
" George Walton." 



The rcBolutioos referred to are as follow : The designation 
of tiie flag, and the appointment of Captain Jones to the 
command of the lianger on the same day, woiJd seem to imply 
some connexion between the two circumstances. The Ranger 
■was probably the first ship iii&t bore the national flag to 



"In Oonghess, June lith, 1111. 

"Resolved, That the flag of the thiiteen United States bu thii-teen 
stripes, alternate red and white : that the Union be thirteen stara, white 
in a blue field, representing a new constellation. 

" Resolved, That Captain John Paul Jones 
the ship Banger. 

"Sesolved, That Wihiam Whipple, I 



of Congress, and of 
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the Marine Committee, John Langdon, Esq., continental agent, and tha 
said John Paul Jones, be authorised to appoint lieutenants and other 
commissioned^ and wai'rant officers, necessary for the said stop ; and that 
tlank commissions and warrants be sent them, to be filled up with the 
names of the persons they appoint, returns whereof to be made to the 
Ifavy Board in the eastern department" 



The subjoined letter to Lieutenant Elijah Hall shows that 
Captain Jones dealt fi-ankly and honorably :with his seamen. 
This was as wise as it was just, for the surest method of securing 
cheerful obedience, and preeerraig harmony among a ship's 
crew, is to inspire them at the outeet with confidence in the 
integrity and equity of the commander : 



'^Portsmouth, N. H., July 2mh, 1111. 
"Lieut Elijah Hall, U. S. Ifavy. 



"As I learn from you that the seamen nho h-np pnt^rcd for the 
Ranger, for one ci*ize, expect to recen e at sd\ ince oi tortv dollars, and 
that the landsmen expect to I'eceive an advancp of twenty dolKri, as 
mentioned in the hand bills, and as I would by no means deceive any 
man who has entered, or who may enter, to serve under my command, it 
is poper that you should inform them, that at the lime when Congress 
agreed to that advanee, there was no intention of entering men except for 
three years, during the war, or for one year at least ; yet, as I consider 
myself under an obligation to those men, who have so cheerfully entered, 
it being a proof of thdr good opinion of me, 1 would, at my own risk, 
give them orders on. the agent hei'e for the above advance, or for such 
part of it as they may find really necessary, but, upon inquiry, I am 
convinced that this would be contrary to the rules of Congress, and 
therefore hurtful to the service. I will, however, besides the bounty, give 
an order on the agent or paymaster of the navy, for the punctual payment 
of half the monthly wages, to every pei'son under my command, who may 
leave wives or attorneys behind them, to receive it in their absence, as it 
afterwards becomes due, provided they enter for the term of twelve months, 
otherwise I am authorized fo advance no more than one month's pay, 
besides slops to persons who enter only for one cruize. I wish to see 
every person about me happy and contented, and will do everything in 
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my power to make them so. The conditions of the hand bills wiJl he 
strictly comphed with, and 

" I am, Sir, 

" Your very ohedient 

" and most humble servant, 

" John Paul Jones." 



" The above is 



I tnio copy b 



" Elijah Hall. 
" PortsmottlA, Sept. 29iA, 1824." 



Captain Jones was now on the eve of his departure for 
France. During hia stay at Boston in the month of Kay, he 
wrote a letter to Stuart Mawey, Esq. which places Ms character 
in a new light. It would seem from that letter that he had 
once been a merchant in Tobago, and that ho had pecuniary- 
resources in that island as well as in England, &om which, by 
untoward circumstances, he had been cut off; what these were 
he does not reveal. They probably arose from that misfortune 
at which he hinted in a letter to the Hon. Mr. Morris, as being 
known to the Hon. Mr. Hewes. According to his own account, 
he was in extreme distress when he joined the standard of 
America. But the letter to Mr. Mawey contains no expressions 
of regret for the part he had taken in the revolution. On the 
contrary, he declares his unshaken determination to adhere to 
the fortunes of America. The letter does infinite credit to the 
heart of Capt. Jones ; and, after reading it, no impartial mind 
will venture to denounce him as illiterate, vulgar, unfeeling, or 
miprincipled. The sentiments which he expresses for his 
mother are true to nature, tender, and touching, and show that 
the profession of arms had not estranged his bosom from the 
more refined and affectionate sensations. 

" Boston, May 4, 1111. 
" Stewart Mawbt, Esq. Tobago. 

" Dear Sir, 
" After an unprofitable suspense of twenty months, (having subsisted 
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on fifty pounds only during that time,) when my Iioj«s of relief were 
entirely cut off, and there remained no possibility of my receiving 
wherewithal to subsist upon from my effects in your island, or in England, 
I at last had recourse to strangers for that tdd and comfort whici was 
denied me hy those friends whom I had entrusted with my all. The 
good ofEces which are rendered to pei'sons in their extreme need, ought to 
make deep impressions on grateful minds. In my case, I feel the truth 
of that sentiment, and am bound by gratitude as well as honor to follow 
the fortunes of my late benefectors. 

" I have lately seen Mr. Secatoc (late manager on tlie estate of Archi- 
bald Stuai-t, Esq;.), who informed me that Mr. Ferguson had quitted 
Orange Valley, on being chai'ged with the unjust apphoation of the 
property of his employers. I have been, and am extremely concerned at 
this account ; I wish to disbelieve it, although it seems too much of a 
piece with the unfair advantage which, lo all appearance, he took of me, 
when he left me in exile for twenty months, a prey to melancholy and 
want, and withheld my property witiiout writing a word in excuse of his 
conduct, 

" Thus circumstanced, I have taken the liberty of sending you a letter 
of attorney by Capt. Cleaveland, who undertakes to dehver it himself as 
he goes for Tobago via MartJnico, You have enclosed a copy of a Ust of 
debts acknowledged, which I received from Mr. Ferguson when I saw you 
last at Orange Valley. You have also, a list of debts contracted with me, 
together with Ferguson's receipt,* and there remained a considerable 
property unsold, beside some best Madeira wine, which he had shipped 
for London. By the state of accounts which I sent to England on my 
anival on this continent, there was a balance due to me from the ship 
Betsey, of 909/. 15s. 3d. sterhng; and in my account with Eobert Young, 
Esq. of the 29th of January, 1773, there appeared a balance in my favor 
of 281?. Is. 8rf, sterling. These sums exceed my drafts and just debts 
together, so that, if I am fairly dealt with, I onght to receive a 
considerable remittance from that quarter. 

" You will please to observe that there were nine pieces of coarse 
camlet shipped at Cork, over and above the quantity expressed in the bill 
a/ lading. It seems the shippers, finding their mistake, apphed for the 
goods, and, as I have been informed from Grenada, Mr. Ferguson 
laid hold of this opportunity to propagate a report that all the goods 
which I put into his hands was the property of that house in Cork. If 



* Copies of ihoae lists nre ancloeed in the copy which Capt, Jones retained of this 
leller, and are now in the posEeesion of the author of ihia volume. They are writtea 
iQ a fair hand, and the Bums put down in oonnting-houae order. 
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this base suggestion has ganed hehef, it accounts for al! the neglect which 
I have experienced. But, however my connexions 
principles as a man of candor and integrity are the same : 
should there not be a sufficiency of my property in England to answer my 
jnst debts, I declare that it is my first wish to make up such deficiency 
from my property in Tobago; and were even that also to fell short, I am 
feady and willing to make fiUl and ample remittances from hence, upon 
hearing from you the true state of my affairs. As I hope my dear mother 
is still alive, I must inform you that I wish my property in Tobago or in 
England, aftei' paying my just debts, to be applied for hei' support. Your 
own feelings, my dear Sir, make it unnecessary for me to use arguments 
to prev«l with you on this tender point. Any remittances which you 
may be enabled to make through iJie hands of mj good friend, Capt 
John Palmer, of Cork, will be fiuthfiilly put into her hands. She has 
several orphan grand-childi'en to provide for. I have made no apology for 
giving you this trouble : my situation will, I trust, obtain your fl^e pai'don. 
" You can, if you please, correspond with me via any of the Fi'ench or 
Dutch islands, by addressing your letters to John P. Jones, and care of 
the Hon, Itobert Morris, Esq. Philadelphia, or I ean hear from you through 
the bands of my friend, Capt. Plainer ; he is frequently at Grenada, and 
perhaps may bo there when this reaches your hands 
" I am always, with perfect esteem, Ac." 

The Eanger at length put to sea, and, on the 2d of December, 
17Y7, arriyed at INantes in France. From that port Capt. 
Jones proceeded, on the 13th of February, 1778, to Quiberon 
Bay and Brest, where he saluted the French Admiral, Count 
D'Orvilliers, with thirteen guns, which was returned with nine. 
This was the first salute of honor that the American flag had 
received from a foreign man-of-war. Jones delayed his salute, 
nntil assured fl.'om authority, that the compliment would be 
reciprocated. 

Whilst at Nantes, Capt. Jones was favored by the American 
Commissioner with a letter of credit for 500 louis d'ors, which 
proves that he acted in concert with the public authorities of 
the United States, both at home and abroad. As a document 
establishing this fact, it is deemed proper to embody it in this 
account of his hie. 
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" Passy, January/ 10, l7'?8. 
"Jonathan Williams, Esq, Mantes. 
" Sib, 
" We desire you would advance to Capt. Paul Jones, of tbe Eanger, 
five hundred louia d'ors, for which your draft upon us will he paid. 
"We are. Sir, 
" Tour moat obedient servants, 
" B. Fbankliit, 
" SriAs Dean, 
"AaTHua Lee." 

After considerable delay and many obstacles, most of which 
he attributed to the want of cordiality in the fii^t lieutenant of 
the Hanger, and a spirit of mutiny among the crew, he sailed 
from Brest on the 13th of April, on a cruize in the Irish 
Channel, entered upon a very hazardous enterprise against 
Whitehaven, and spread great terror along the shores of Great 
Britain and Ireland. 

On the same day of the descent at Whitehaven, another 
memorable occmTence took place, which contributed, for a time, 
to add greatly to the odium which the first had brought on his 
character, but which, in the end, enabled him to prove that he 
was possessed of the most disinterested and heroic qualities. 
In cruising off the coast of Galloway, it occurred to him, that, 
if he could get into his power a man of high rant and influence 
in the state, he should be able, by retaining hira as a hostage, 
to insure to the American prisoners of war more lenient 
treatment from the British government. Knowing that the 
Earl of Selkirk pc«sessed a seat in St. Mary's Isle, a beautiful 
peninsula at the mouth of the Dee, and being ill informed with 
regard to the political connexions of that nobleman, he destined 
him for the subject of his experiment. 

It was in this adventure that he permitted the seizure of the 
plate of Lord Selkirk, at St. Hary's Isle, which he afterwards 
purchased and restored. 
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^Rational prejudice haa misrepresented this transaction ; and, 
in order to heighten the popular indignation against Jones, it 
has been common to state, that his attempt on tiie pei-son, and 
as it was supposed, the property of Lord Selkirk, waa aggra- 
vated hy ingratitude, his father having eaten of that nobleman's 
bread. Nothing can be more false. Neither Mr, Paul, nor 
any of his kindred ever was in the earl's employ, or had even 
the most distant connexion with his lordship, or his family; 
and in a correspondence which took place betwixt Jones and 
Lady Selkirk, relative to the restitution of the plate, a moat 
honorable testimony was gratefully paid by Lord Selkh'k to the 
Captain's character. 

In connexion with the attempt upon "Whitehaven, was the 
capture of the British ship-ot-war Drake, of 20 gims. Captain 
Jones has given so particular an account of these exploits in a 
letter to the commissioners of the United States at Paris, that 
it will be preferred to any narrative of them that could be 
framed by another hand : — ■ 



" Gekti 



"Brest, May 27, 1778. 



" I now fulfil the promise mid in nil '"''t 5t yi^iHj, )ou an account 
of my late expedition 

"I sailed from Bre«t 10th jt Ajnl My jlan wis exl*nsne I 
therefore did Bot, at the beginning wish to encumbei myself with 
prisoners. On the 1-itIi I took a hngantme bptwppn '^cylla and Cnpe 
Clear, bound from Ostend with a ■.aigo of flaxseed for Iiel<«id sunk her, 
and proceeded into St Geo%6s Channel. On the l7th I took the ship 
Lord Chatham, hound from London to Duhhn, with a cargo consisting of 
porter and a vai'iety of merchandize, and almost within sight of her port ; 
the ship I manned and ordered for Brest Towards the evening of the day 
following, the weather had a promising appearance, and the winds being 
favorable, I stood over from the Me of Man, with an intention to make a 
descent at Whitehaven, At 10 o'clock, I was off the hai'hor with a party 
of yolunteei's, and had everything in readiness to land, hut, before eleven, 
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the wind greatly increased, and spiffed so as to blow directly upon the 
sliore ; tie sea increased of courae, and it became impossible to effect a 
landing. This obliged me to cany all possible sail, so as to clear tlie land, 
and to await a more iavorable opportunity. On the 18th, in Glenbue Bay, 
on the south coast of Scotland, I met with a revenue wherry ; it being 
the common piacHce of tbese vessels t« boai'd merchant ships, and the 
Ranger then having no external appearance of war, it was expected that 
this rover would have come alongside. I was, however, mistaken, for, 
though the men were at their quarters, yet this vessel outsailed the 
E^tger, and got clear, in spite of a severe cannonade. 

" The next morning, off the Mull of Galloway, I found myself so near 
a Scotoh coasting schooner, loaded with barley, that I could not avoid 
sinking her. Understanding that 10 or 12 sail of merchant ship, besides 
a tender brigantine with a number o£ impressed seamen on boai'd, were at 
anchor in Loughryan in Scotland, I thought this an enterprise worthy 
attention, but the wind, which at the fiist would have seiTed equally welt 
to sail in or out of the Lough, shifted in a hard squall so as to blow 
almost directiy in, with an appeai'ance of bad weather ; I was therefore 
obliged to abandon my project. 

" Seeing a cutter off the lee-bow steering for the Clyde, I gave chase in 
hopes of cutting her off; but finding my endeavors ineffectual, I puKued 
no farther than the rock of Ailsa. In the evening I fell in with a sloop 
ft'om Dublin, which I sunk to prevent intelligence. 

" The next day, the 2l3t, being near CaiTiekfergus, a fishing boat came 
off, which I detained. I saw a ship at anchor in the road, which I was 
informed by the fisherman, was tlie British ship-of-war Drake, of 30 guns. 
I deteiinined to attack her in the night. My plan was to overlay her 
cable, and to faU upon her bow, so as to have all her decks open, and 
exposed to our mmketry, &c. ; at the same time it was my intention to 
have secured the enemy by graplings, so that, had they cut their cables, 
they would not thereby have attained an advantage. The wind was high, 
and unfortunately the anchor was not let go so soon as the ordei' was given ; 
so that the Ranger was brought up on the enemy's quarter, at the distance 
of half a cable's length. We had made no warhke appearance, of 
course had given no alarm ; this determined me to cut immediately, 
which might appear as if the cable had pai'ted, and at the same time 
enabling me, after making a tack out of the Lough, to return with the 
same prospect of advantage which I had at the first. I was, however, 
prevented from returning ; as I with difficulty weathered the lighthouse 
on the lee side of the Lough, and as the gale inci'eased. 

" The weather now became so very stormy and severe, and the sea so 
high, that I was obhged to take shelter under the south shore of Scotland. 
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The 22d introduced fair weather; though the three kingdoms as far as 
the eye could reach were covered with snow. I now resolved once more 
to att«mpt Whitehaven ; but the wind became very light, so that the ship 
could aot in proper time appraach so neai' as I had intended. At midnight 
I left the ship, with two boats and thirty-one volunteer. When we 
reached the outer pier, the day began to dawn. I would not, however, 
abandon my enterprise ; but despatched one boat under the direction of 
Mr. Hill and Lieutenant WalUngsford, with the necessary combustibles, to 
set fire to the shipping on the nortl side of the harbor, while I went with 
the other paily to attempt the aoiith side. I was successful in scaling the 
walls, and spiking up all tiie cannon in the first fort. Finding the sentinels 
shut up in the guai'd house, they were secured without being hurt. 
Having fixed sentinels, I now took with me one man only (Mr. Gi'een), 
and spiked up all the cannon on the southern fart ; distant from the other 
a quaito of a mile. 

" On my return from this business, I naturally expected to see the fire 
of the ships on the north aide, as well as to find my own party with 
everything in readiness to set five to the shipping in the south. Instead 
of tills, I found the boat mider the direction of Mr. Hill and Mr. 
"Waffingsford returned, and the party in some confiision, their light having 
burnt out at the instant when it became necessary. By the strangest 
fatality my own party were in the same situation, the candles being all 
burnt out. The day too came on apace ; yet I would by no means retieat 
while any hopes of success remained. Having ^ain placed sentinels, a 
light was obtained at a house disjoined from the town ; and fire was 
kindled in the steerage of a large ship, which was surrounded by at least 
an hundred and fifty others, chiefly from two to four hundred tons 
burthen, and laying side by side aground, unsunounded by the water. 
There were, besides, from seventy to an hundi'ed lai'ge ships in the north 
arm of the hai'bor, aground, clear of the water, and divided from tiie rest 
only by a stone pier of a ship's height. I should have kindled fires in 
other places if the time had peimitted. As it did not, our care was to 
prevent the one kindled from being easily extinguished. After some 
seaixsh a barrel of tar was found, and poured into the flames, which now 
ascended from all the hatchways. The inhabitants began to ap[>ear in 
thousands ; and individuals ran hastily towards us, I stood between them 
and the ship on fire, with a pistol in my hand, and ordered them to retire, 
which they did with precipitation. The flames had already caught the 
ri^ng, and began to ascend the mainmast :— the sun was a full hour's 
march above the horizon ; and as sleep no longer ruled the world, it was 
time to retire. We re-embarked without opposition, having released a 
number of prisoners, as our boats could not carry them. After all my 
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people had embarked, I stood upon the pier for a considei'able tame, yet 
no persons advanced. I saw all the eminences around the town eoyered 
with t^e amazed inhabitants. 

"Wheu we had rowed to a considerable distance from the shore, the 
English began to run in vast niunbers to their forts. Their disappointment 
may easily be imagined, when they found at least thirty heavy c 
the inatmments of their vengeance, rendered useless. At length, h 
they began to fire ; having, as I apprehend, either brought down ship 
guns, or used one or two cannon which lay on the beach at the foot of 
the walls dismounted, and which had Mot been spiked. They fired with 
no direction ; and the shot felling short of the boats, instead of doing us 
any damage, afforded some direreion, which my people conld not help 
showing, by discharging their pistols, ifec, in return of the salute. Had it 
been possible to have landed a few hours sooner, my success would have 
been complete. Not a single ship, out of more than two hundred, could 
possibly have escaped, and all the world would not have been able to save 
the town. What was done, however, is snfiicient to show that not all 
their boasted navy can protect their own coasts ; and that the scen^ of 
distress which they have occasioned in America may be soon brought 
home to their own door. One of my people w^ missing, and must, I 
fear, have fallen into the enemies' hands after our departure. I was 
pleased that in this business we neither killed nor wounded any pei'son. 
I brought off three prisonei's ss a sample, 

" We now stood over for the Scotch shore ; and I landed at noon at 
St. Mary's Isle, with one boat only, and a very small party. The motives 
which induced me to land there are explained in the within copy of a 
letter which I have addressed to the Conufess of Selkirk, dated the 8th 
instant. 

" On the morning of the 24th I was again off CaiTickfergua, and would 
have gone in had I not seen the Drake prepai'ing to come out. It was 
very moderate, and the Drake's boat was sent out to reconnoitre the 
Ranger. As the boat advanced I kept the ship's stem directly towards 
her ; and though they had a spy glass in the bo^ they came on witliin 
hail, and alongside. When the officer came on the quarter-deck, he was 
greatly surprised to find himself a prisoner; although an express had 
arrived irom Whitehaven the night before. I now understood, what I 
had before imagined, that the Drake came out in consequence of this 
information, with volunteers, against the Ranger. The officer told me, 
also, that they had taken up the Ranger's anchor. The Di'aliC was 
attended by five small vessels full of people, who were led by curiosity to 
see an engagement. But when they saw the Drake's boat at the Ranger's 
stern they wisely put back. 
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n great abundance, extending along on 
both sides of the channel. The tide was unfevorahle, so that the Drake 
worked out but slowly. This obliged me to run down several times, and 
to lay wJtJi courses up and main-topsai! to the mast. At length the 
Drake weathered the point, and having led her out to about mid-channel, 
I suftered her fo come within hail. The Drake hoisted English colors, 
and, at the same instant, the American stars were displayed on board the 
Kanger. I expected that prefece had been now at an end, but the enemy 
aoon after hailed, demanding what ship it was ? I directed ihe master to 
answer, 'the American Continental ship Eanger; that we waited for 
them, and desired that they would come on ; the sim was now little more 
than an hour from setting, it was therefore time to begin,' The Drake 
being asiem of the Ranger, I ordered the helm up and gave her the fct 
broadside. The action was warm, close, and obstinate. It lasted an hour 
and four muiutea, when the enemy called for quarters ; her fore and main- 
tojaail yards being both cut away, and down on the cap ; the top-gallant 
yard and mizen-gaff both hanging np and down along the mast ; the 
second ensign which they had hoisted shot away, and hanging on the 
quarter-gallery in the water ; the jib shot away, and hanging in the water ; 
her sails and ri^ng entirely cut to pieces; her masts and yards all 
wounded, and her hull also very much galled. I lost only Lieutenant 
Wallingsford and one seaman, John Dougall, killed, and six wounded ; 
among whom are the gunner, Mr. Falls, and Mr. Powers, a midshipman, 
who lost his arm. One of the wounded, Nathaniel Wills, is since dead : 
the rest will I'ecover. The loss of the eneniy in hilled and wounded was 
far greater. All the prisoners allow tJiat they came out with a number 
not Jess than a hundred and. sixty men : and many of them affinu that 
fhey amounted to an hundred and ninety. The medium may, perhaps, 
bo the most exact account ; and by that it wiU appear that fhey lost in 
killed and wounded forty-two men. The captain and lieutenant were 
among the wounded. The former, having received a musket ball in the 
head the minute before they called for quartern ; lived, and was sensible 
some time after my people boarded the prize. The lieutenant survived' 
two days. They were buried with the honors due to their rank, and with, 
the respect due to their memory. 

" The night and almost the whole day after the action being moderate, 
greatly faciUtated the refittmg of both ships, A lai'ge brigantine was so 
near the Drake in the afternoon that I was obliged to bring her to. She' 
belonged to "Whitehaven, and was bound for Norway. 

" I had thought of returning by the south channel ; but, the wind shifting, 
I determined to pass by the north, and round the wrat coast of Ireland, 
This brought me once more off Belfast Lough, on the evening after the 



Hosted by 



Google 



50 LIFE OF JOHN FAT?I I^NES 

engagement. It was now time to release the honest fiiflieTmeii whom I 
took up here on the 21st. And as the jo r felbws had 1 =t their boat, 
she having sunk in the late stormy we<Uher I was happy in having it in 
my power to ^ve them the necessary sum to purehi&e everything new 
which they had lost. I gave them also a good hoat to transport them- 
selves ashore ; and sent with them two infirm men, on whom I bestowed 
the 1^ guinea in my po^eseion, to defray their travelling expenses to 
their proper home in Dublin. They took with them one of the Drake's 
sails, which would sufficiently explain what had happened to the 
volunteers. The gi'atefiil fishermen were in raptures ; and expressed their 
joy in three huzzas as they passed the Eanger's c[iiarter. 

" I again met with contrary winds in the mouth of the North Channel, 
but nothing remarkable happened, till on the morning of the 6th cun^ent, 
Ushant then bearing S.E, by 8., distance fifteen leagues, when seeing a 
sail to leeward steering for the Channel, the wind being iavorable for 
Brest and the distance trifling, I resolved to give chase, having the Drake 
in tow. I informed them of my intentions, and ordered them to cast ofi; 
They eut the hawser. The Eanger in the chase went lasking between 
N.N.K and N.N.W. It lasted an hour and ten minut«a, when the chase 
was hailed and proved a Swede. I immediately hauled by the wind to 
the southward. 

" After cutting the hawser, the Drake went fi'om the wind for some 
lime, then hauled dose by the wind, steering from S.S.E. to S.8.W. as the 
wind permitted, so that when the Eanger spoke the chase the Drake was 
scarcely perceptible. In the courae of the day many large ships appeared, 
steering into tiie Channel, but the extraordinary evolutions of the Drake 
made it imposabie for me to avail myself of these favorable dreumstancea. 
TowMds noon it became very squally, the wind backed fi'om the 8.W. to 
the W. The Eanger had come up with the Drake, and was neaily 
abreast of her, though considerably to the leeward when the wind shifted. 
The Drake was however kept by the wind, though, as I afterwards 
understood, they knew the Eanger, and saw the signal which she had 
hoisted. After various evolutions and signals in the night, I gave chase to 
a sail which appeai'cd bearing S.S.W. the nest morning at a gi'cat distance. 
The chase discovered no intention to speak with the Eanger ; she was, 
however, at length brought to, and proved to be the Drake. I immedi- 
ately put Lieut. Simpson under suspension and an'est, for disobedience 
of my ordera, dated the 26tii olt., a copy whereof is here inclosed- On 
the 8tb, both ships' anchored safe in this Eoad, the Eanger having been 
absent only twenty-eight days. Could I suppose that my letters of the 
9th and 16th current, (the first advising you of my arrival, and giving 
reference to the events of my expedition ; the last advising you of my 
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draft in favor of Monsieur Bci^oIIe, for 24,000 livtes, and aasigiiing 
reaaona for that demand), had not made due appeai'ance, I would 
hereafter, as I -So now, inclose copies. Three posts have already arrived 
here from Paris, ainM Compte d'OrviUiers showed me the answer which 
he received from the minister, to the letter which inclosed mine to you. 
Yet you remain silent. M. BeisoUe has this moment informed me of the 
frite of my bills ; tlie more esti'aordinaiy, as I have not yet made use of your 
letter of credit of the 10th of January last, whereby I then seemed 
eatitled to call for half tie amount of my hist draft, and I did not expect 
to be thought exti'avagant, when, on the 16th current, I doubled that 
demand. Could this indignity be kept seci-et I should diaregai'd it ; and, 
though it is aheady pubhc in Brest and in the fleet, as it affects only my 
private ci'edit, I will not complain. I cannot, however, be silent when I 
find the public credit involved in the same disgi'ace. I conceive this 
might have been prevented. To make me completely wretched. Monsieur 
Beraolle has told me that he now stops his hand, not only of the necessary 
articles to refit the ship, but also of the daily provi^ons. I taiow not 
where to find to-morrow's dinner for the great number of mouths tliat 
depend on me for food. Are then the continental shipsof-wai' to depend 
on the sale of theii' prizes for a daily dinner for their men ? * Publish it 
not in Gath ! ' 

" My oflicers as well as men want clothes, and the piiaes ai'e precluded 
from being sold before faiiher orders arrive from the minister. I vrill ask 
you, gentlemen, if I have deserved all this ? Whoever calls himself an 
American ought to be protected here. I am unwilling to think that you 
have intentionally involved me in this sad dilemma, at a time when I 
ought to expect some enjoyment. Thei'efore I have, as fonnerly, tlie honor 
to be, with due esteem and respect, gentteinen, youvs, &a." 

Tlie eo]5y of tlie letter to Lady Selkirk, to which Oapt. Jones 
alludes, is in the woi-ds following. It is couched in terms as 
politic as gallant : 

*' Ranger, Brest, May 8, 1778, 
" The Eight Hon. the Countess of Selkirk. 

" MiDAM, 

" It cannot be too much lamented that in the profession, of arms, the 
officer of fine feehng and of real sensibihty should be under the necessity 
of winking at any action of persons under his command which his heart 
cannot approve ; but the reflection is doubly severe, when he finds himself 
obliged, in appearance, to countenance such actions by his authority. 
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" This hard ease was mine when, on the 23d of April last, I landed on 
St. Mary's Isle. Knowing Lord Selkirk's interest with his king, and 
esteeming as I do his private character, I wished to make him the happy 
instrument of alleviating the horrors of hopeless captivity, when the hrave 
are overpowered and made piisoners of war. 

" It was, parhaps, fortunate for you, Madam, that he was from 
home ; for it was my intention to have taken him on hoard the Ranger, 
i detained him until, through hjs means, a general and 
fell in Europe as in America, had been 



" When I was informed hy some men whom I met at landing, that his 
lordship was absent, I walked back to my boat, determined ^ leave the 
island. By the way, however, some officei's, who were with me, could not 
forbeai' expi-essing their discontent; observing that, in^Ameiica, no 
deUcacy was shown by the English, who took away all sorts of moveable 
property — setting fire not only to towns and to the hoTiaes of the rich 
without distinction, but not even spai'ing th^ wretched hamlets and milch- 
cows of the poor and helpless at the approach of an inclement winter. 
That party had been with me, the same moniing, -at Whitehaven ; some 
complaisance therefore was their due. I had but a moment to think how 
I might gratify them, and at the same time do yonr ladyship the least 
injury. I charged the two ofBcera to permit none of the seamen to enter 
the house, or to hurt anytMng about it,— -to treat you, Madran, with the 
utmost respect, — to accept of the plate which was offeved,-^aiid to come 
away without making a search, or demanding anytiiing else. 

" I am induced to beheve tliat I was pimctually obeyed ; since I anj 
informed that the plate which they brought away is far short of the 
quantity expressed, iil the inventory whicli accompanied it. I have 
gratified my men ; and when the plate is scdd, I shall become the 
purchaser, and will gi'atify my own feelings by restoring it to you by such 
conveyance as you shall please to direct 

" Had tie earl been on board the Ranger the following evening, he 
would have seen the awful pomp and dreadful carnage of a sea engage- 
ment ; both affording ample subject for the pencil, as well as melancholy 
reflection to the contomplative mind. Humanity starts back fl'om sudi 
scenes of IioiTOr, and cannot sufficiently execrate the vile promoters of 
this detestable war. 



" The British ship-of-war Drake, mounting twenty guns, with more than 
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her full eomplement of officers and men. ***** The ships 
met, and the advantage was disputed witli' great fortitude on each aide 
for an hour and four' minutes when the gallant commander of the Drake 
fell, and victory declared in favor of the Eanger. The amiahle lieutenant 
lay mortally wounded, hesides near forty of the inferior officers and crew 
Idlled and wounded. A melancholy demonstration of the uncertainty of 
human pi'ospeefa, and of the sad reverse of fortune which an hour can 
produce. I buried them in a spacious gi'ave, with the honors due to the 
memory of the brave. 

" Though I have drawn my sword in the present generous struggle for 
the rights of^men, yet I am not in ai'ms as an American, nor am I in 
pursuit of richssi My fortune is liberal enough, having no wife nor family, 
and having hved long enough to know that riches cannot insure happiness. 
I profess myself a dtizen of the world, totally unfettered by the htde, 
mean distinctions^of chmate or of country, which diminish the benevolence 
of the heart and set bounds to philanthropy. Before this war was begun, 
I had, at an early time of life, withdrawn from sea service, in favor of 
'calm contemplation and poetic ease.' I have saciifieed not only my 
_^vorite scheme of hfe, but the softer affections of the heart, and my 
prospects of domestic happiness, and I am ready to saaifice my life also 
with cheerfulness, if that forfeiture could restore peace and goodwill among 
mankind. 

" As the feehngs of your gentle besom cannot but be conge.nial with 
mine, let me entreat you, Madam, to use your j)ersna3ive art with your 
husband's, to endeavor to stop this cruel and desti-uctive war, in which 
Britain never am succeed. Heaven can never countemmce the barbarous 
and unmanly practice of the Britons in America, which savages would 
blush at, and which, if not discontinued, will soon be retahated on Britdn 
by a justly enraged people. Should you iiul in this, (for 1 am persuaded 
that you will attempt it, — and who can resist the power of such an 
advocate!) your endeavors to effect a general exchange of prisoners, 
will be an act of humanity which will afford you golden feelmgs on a 
death-bed. 

" I hope this cruel contest will soon be closed ; but, should it continue, 
I wage no war with the feir. I acknowledge their force, and bend before it 
with snbmisaion. Let not, therefore, the amiable Countess of Selkirk 
regard me aa an enemy. I am ambitious gf hei- esteem and fiiendship, 
and would do anything, consistent with my duty, to merit it. 

" The honor of a line from your hand, in answer to this, will lay me 
under a singular obligation; and if I can render you any acceptable 
service in France or elsewhere, I hope yon see into my character so far as 
to command me without the least grain of reserve. 
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" I wish to know exactly the hehavior of my people ; as I deteiiome to 
puniali them, if they have exceeded their liberty. 

" I am, Madam, with, sentimenta of the highest respect, 

" Your Ladyship's most obedient, humble seivaat, 

"Patji. Jones." 

On the subject of Captain Jones's offer fa restore the plate 
taken from the residence of lord SelMrk, there is a letter from 
Dr. Franhlin, evincing rather a proud disposition in the Scotch 
peer, and indicative of his disinclination to accept a favor of 
the kind from Jones. It follows : — 

"Passy,Feb.Uth, 1'7T9. 
" Dear Captain, 
" Mr. Alexander called here this morning to dehver a little message to 
be communicated to yon, from Lord Selkirk. The purport was, that his 
lordship had written an answer to your letter : which answer, after having 
been detained many months in the post-office, had been sent back to him. 
That, as (o the proposition of retmiiing the plate, if it was made by order 
of Congress, or any pubUc body, he would accept of it, and endeavor to 
make snitahle returns for the favor j but if by a private person's generosity, 
the captain's, for instance, he could by no means receive it. You will 
now judge whether it is worth while to give yourself any fai'ther trouble 
about that matter. 

" I am, with gi'eat regard, dear Sir, 

" Your most obedient humble servant^ 
"B. Fej 



On the let of March, 1780, Jones wrote again to lady Selkirk, 
as follows : — 

"L'Orient, March let, ll8Q. 
" The Eight Hon, the Coun(«ss of Selkhik, 
&c. &c. St. Mary's Me, Scotland. 
" Mao AM, 
" It is now ten or eleven months since his Excellency Benjamin Frankhn, 
Ekq., Ministei' Plenipotentiary for the United States of America at the 
Court of France, communicated to me a message from the earl, your 
husband, in a letter to his friend, Mr. Alexander, at Paris, In substance as 
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follows :— That he, tie Earl of Selkirk, had written an answer to the letter 
that I had the honor to write to your ladyship in May, 1778, frora Brest, 
I'espedJng your plate; which answer, after being detained foi' several 
months at London, in the general posfroffice, tad been returned to 
Scotland, He, therefore, wished Mr, Alexander to inform the concerned, 
that if the plat* was to be restored by Congress, or by any public body, it 
would be accepted, ifec. ; but if^ through the generosity of an individual, 
his delicacy would scniple to receive it, &c. 

" The true I'eason why I have not written to you since I received the 
above information, has been, because the plate is but now come into my 
possession from the public agents; and I have, besides, been, for the 
greatest part of the time, absent from this kingdom. 

"I have now the satisiaction to inform you, that Congress has 
relinquished their real or supposed interest in the plate, and, for my own 
part, I scorn to add to my fortune by such an acquisition. As for the 
part claimed by the few men who landed with me on St. Mary's Isle, it is 
of little consequence, and they are already satisfied. Thus you see, 
madam, that the earl's objection is removed. 

" The plate is lodged here in the hands of Messre. Gourlade & Moylan, 
who hold it at your disposal, and will forward it agi'eeable to youi' orders, 
by land or by water to Holland, Ostend, or any other jiort yon think 
proper. 

" I shall be happy, by my conduct through life, to merit the gooj 
opinion of the Earl and Countess of Selkirk ; for I am, with great esteem 
and profound respect, Madam, your ladyship's most oliedicnt and moat 
humble servant, 

" Paul Jones." 



" Faris, Sept. Utk, 1784. 
"To Oapt. Paul Jones, Paiis. 
"Sib, 
" M. the Count de Vergennes has dclivcied to me the letter winch you 
had written to him, to ask his peimission to transport by land fiom 
L'Orient to Calais the plate of Lady Selkirk, which yon had peimitted to 
be taken by your people during the last wai', and which you afterward 
purchased to return to her ladyship. 

" That action, sir, is worthy of the reputation which you acquired by 
your conduct, and proves that true valor peifectiy agrees with humsnity 
and generosity. 

i pleasure to eoncni in the execution of this honorable 
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" I have, therefore, given orders to the Farmer's Gieneral to pemiit the 
transportation of the plate from L'Orient to Calais, free of duty, and you 
may write to your correspondent at L'Orient to deHver it to the director 
of the posts, who will take upon himaelf the care of liaving it ti'anspoi-ted 
to Calais, and to fulfil all the necessaiy formalities, 

" I have the honor to be, &c. 

"De Oalonn'b," 



"Paris, Nov. 31k, lY84. 
" The Right Hon.. the Countess of Sblkiek. 
" Madam, 

" Sinoe the moment when I found myself under the necessity to permit 
my men to demand and carry off your femily plate, it has heen my 
constant intention to restore it to yon, and I wrote to you to that effect 
from Brest, the moment I had ai-rived there from my expedition in the 
Irish Sea. 

" By the letter which I had the honor to write to Lork Selkirk, the 12th 
of Febi-uary last, which will accompany this, I have explained the 
difficulties diat prevented the plate from being restored imtil that time. I 
had expectation, all the last summer, that opportunities would have offered 
to send it by sea from L'Orient to London ; but being disappointed, I 
applied to government for leave to tiansport it through the kingdom by 
land, and the Duke of Dorset has been so obli^ng as to write to the 
custom-house at Dover, requesting them to let it pass to London, without 
being opened. It is now arrived here, and wiU be forwarded immediately to 
your sister in London, under the lead that has been affixed to the case that 
contains it, by the Farmer's General at L'Orient, and the seal of the Duke 
of Dorset, tiiat has been afBxed to it here. The charges to London are 
paid, and I have directed it to be delivered at the house of your sister, 

" I could have wished to have ended this delicate business by dehvering 
the plate to you at St. Mary's Isle, in Scotland ; hut I conform to the 
arrangement made between Lord Selkirk and Mr, Alexander, because I 
have no person in London whom I can chai;ge with the transportation of the 
plato ftom thence. Enclosed is the inventory that I have just received from 
Mr. Nesbitt, fi-om L'Orient, which I presume you will find to correspond 
with the one he sent last year to Lord Dare, and with the articles which 
you put into the hands of my men. 

" I am, Madam, with sentiments of the highest respect, 
" Tour Ladyship's most obedient 

" And most humble servant, 

"Paul Jonbs," 
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''Pi-om the Count ]3'E 



A1H&, Commander of the Fleet of His Most 
GkrUtian Majesty. 

''Fans, Dec. 18lh, ll85. 
"To Mr. Paot. Jobes, Commodore in 1 
the Navy of the United State. f 
"Sib, 
" It ia impossihle not to take advantage of your kindness. Never lend 
me your journal again, for I must warn you that I shall read it over and 
over, jmd always with renewed pleasure. It ia one of the things which one 
absolutely wants to know by iieart. It is not only a lesson of naval and 
military heroism, but, by your conduct. to Lord and Lady Selkirk, also 
one of generoaity, 

"I am very far from regretting the homage which I have been obliged 
to render to the engagement between the Bon Homme Eiehai'd and the 
Serapis ; and although I did not suppose, while writing it,* that it might 
be of any ottier use than that of procuring an admission into the Sodety 
of the Cindnnati, I can but be flattered that you have thought it proper 
to insert it among the pieces which are annexed to j'onr journal, 
" I have the honor to be, 

" With the most pevfect attachment, 

" Yonr most obedient servant, 

" ESTAIKO," 



"London, August ith, 1789. 
" Monaeur le Chey^er Paul Jones, a Paris. 
"Sir, 

" I received tJie letter you wrote to me at the time you sent off my 
plate, in order for restoring it. Had I known, where to direct a letter to 
you, at the tame it arrived in Scotland, I would then have wrote to you; 
but not knowing it, nor finding that any of my acquaintance at Edinbiwgh 
knew it, I was obliged to delay writing till I came here ; when, by means 
of a gentleman connected witli America, I was told M. le Gi'and was your 
banker at Paris, and would take proper care of a letter for you ; therefore 
I eBcloae this to him. 

"Notwithstanding all the precautions you took for the easy and 
uninterrupted conveyance of the plate, yet it met with considerable delays : 
fiwt at Calais, next at Dover, then at London ; however, it at last arrived 
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at Dumfri^ and I dare say quite safe, though as yet I have not seen it, 
being then at Edinhurgh. 

" I intended to have put an ai'tide in the newspapers about jour having 
returned it ; hut before I was informed of its being aYrived, some of your 
fidends, I suppose, had put it in the Duinfiies newspaper, whence it was 
immediately copied into the Edinburgh papera, and thence int* the London 
ones. Since that tune, I have mentioned it to many people of fashion ; 
and, on all occasions, sir, both now and formerly, I have done you the 
justice to tell, that you made an offer of returning the plate very soon 
after your return to Brest ; and, although yon youraelf was not at my 
house, but remained at the shore with yonr boat, that yet you had yoiff 
ofiicers and men in such extraoi'dinary good discipline, tliat yotu' having 
given them the strictest orders to behave well, to do no injury of any kind, 
to make no search, but only to bring off what plate was given them ; that 
in reality tiey did exactly as ordered, and that not one man offered to slir 
from Ms post on the ontaide of the house, nor entered the doors, nor said 
an undvi! word ; that the two officers staid not a quarter of an hour in 
the parlor and butler's pantiy, while the hufler got the plate together, 
behaved poUtely, and asked for nothing but the plate, and instantly 
marched tieir men off in regular order, and that both ofiieera and men 
behaved in all respects so well, that it would have done credit to the best 
disciplined troops whatever. 

" Some of the English newspapers at that time having put in confused 
accounts of your expedition to Whitehaven and Scotland, I ordered a 
proper one of what happened in Scotland (« be put in the london 
newspapers, by a gentleman who was then at my house, by which the 
good conduct and civil behavior of your officers and men was done justice 
to, and attributed to your order, and the good diseiphne you maintained 
over your people. " I am, Sir, your must humble servant^ 

" Selkirk." 

So highly did Dr. FranMiii and John Adams, the American 
commissioners to the Court of France, appreciate the descent 
upon "Whitehaven, that tbej proposed to j'ecommend the persons 
engaged in it to the Oongi-ess, and wrote a letter to Captain 
Jones to that effect, of which the snhjoined ia an extract : 

*'■ ExI/ract of a letUr from their Exeelhncies Benjamin Franklin and 
John Adams, to Captain John FaulJones, dated Passy, August lOtk, 
1118. 
"Wo shall recommend the men who landed with you at Whitehaven 
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to the iavor of Congress, because we tMak they merited it ; but lest our 
recommendation should miscairy, we wish you to I'scommend them, aud 
enclose in your letter an extract of this par^'aph of oui's. Ah they have 
done themselves so much honor in this expedition, perhaps Congress 
would approve of the deduction of the advance at tJie time of entiy, which 
they all received fcom me, heing made fi'om their wages in America, that 
the men may have tieu pi'ize money here." 



Captain Jones, indeed, according to a letter whieli he 
addressed to the Marine Committee of Congress, was the first 
to suggest to the American commissioners the propriety of 
rewarding the brave men who had been concerned in that 
enterprise. Less anxious about his own fortune than that of 
those who served with him, and merited an extraordinary 
recompense ; he was the invariable friend of the praiseworthy- 
seamen, whose rights he was ever ready to support, and whose 
inter^ts he never failed to advance, when a favorable opportu- 
nity offered itself for his interposition : 



"£rest, August I8tk, 1Y78. 
" To the Honorable the Marihe Committee. 
" Gentlemen, 

" It is evident from the above extract, that the letter from which it is 
taken was written in comphance with my paitieular request to Qxo 
Commissioners. It was my intention, from the beginning, to beseech yon 
also to recommend the men who landed with ree at Whitehaven, to the 
bounty of Congress. That service being unpi'ecedented in latter wars, 
accounts for the extreme difficulty which I found prevaihng with the 
handful of men, who, at last, reluctantiy undertook it.— The men, however, 
have in my judgment well merited a reward, and the bestowing it hherally 
on so few would, I hope, have a happy effect in prompting others to 
attempt still greater enterprises, with such spirit and unanimity as will 
generally ensure success, and lead to the most glorious victory. 

" For me, if I have done my duty, the continued approbation of 
Congi'ess, and the Marine Committee, will make me rich indeed, and fer 
more than reward me for a life of service devoted from principles of 
philanthi-opy, to support the dignity of human native. 

" The Oouit of France having made apphcation without my knowledge 
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to the commiasioners, that I should remain for a littlo time in Europe, and 
they having consented, Congress will, I flatter mysey, approve of my 
having also consented to ohlige a court, who haa asked such a tiifle, as a 
lavor, and to whom America owes such superior obligations, I will, 
however, cominaad only under freedom's flag, which I have endeavored 
U> support since it was first displayed I will be always ready to return to 
Ameiica, and I hope with some impioieraent and mcrease of knowledge 
in Marine affairs. 

" I am, witli unfeigned scntraipnts of esteem, 
"and giateful itspect, 

' (jcntlemen, youis, ifee." 

The Eanger returned from her ciiiize, and came to anchor in 
the road of Brest, on the 9th of May, 1778. Unhappy differ- 
ences still prevailed between Captain Jones and his fli'Bt 
lieutenant, whom he accused of disobedience of orders, and of 
incessant efforfa to introduce insubordination among the seamen. 
Prior to Captain Jones's tailing command of tlie Ranger, at 
Portsmouth, New Hampshire, his first lieutenant, whose name 
was Simpson, had instilled into the minds of the crew that 
Jones was not the real commander of the vessel ; that he was, 
indeed, to have the control during the passage, hut that, on his 
arrival in France, the command was to devolve on the lieutenant. 
Disquietudes arose among the men ; Jones and Simpson had 
1 quarrels ; and to such extremities were these unhappy 
s carried, that the expedition against "Whitehaven was 
near miscaiTjing, and the Drake escaping the capture which 
awaited her. The entei'prises of Capt, Jones being out of the 
ordinary routine of naval service, the seamen did not always 
relish them ; and, carrying then notions of civil government on 
board of a man-of-war, thought they had a just claim to be 
consulted on any occasion when extraordinaiy duty was to be 
performed. Jones, on the contraiy, was a strict disciplinarian, 
required everything to be done in time and place, and enforced 
rigid obedience to the orders of superiors. It is very probable, 
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also, that Lieut. Simpson, tinderstajidiog that Jones was 
repairing to Prance to take the command of a vessel of a large 
class, did really believe that lie was there to leave the Ranger 
imder the direction of the Lieutenant, who might have supposed 
that he was to re-conduct her to America, Whatever the 
impressions of Simpson were, and whatever the deportment of 
Jones, it is certain that great jealoupy and animosity prevailed 
hetween them, which resulted in the aiTest of the fonner while 
navigating the Drake to a port in France. Capt. Jones accused 
Lieut. Simpson of disregarding his instructions and signals, 
and by the following -waittcn order suspended him from 
command : — ■ 



"By John Paul Jones, Esq, Captain in the American Navy, <&e. 
"81B, 

"You are hereby appointed Commander of our prize, the English ship- 
of-war tie Drake, of 20 guns. You are to put Lieut. Simpson under 
arrest for dsobedience of orders. You are fo keep company with me, 
and to pay punctual attention to the signals delivered herewith for your 
governmecL You ai'e to superintend tJie navigation and defence of the 
ship under your command, and to support me as much as possible should 
we fall in with and engage any of the enemy's shijK. 

" The honor of our flag is much concerned in the preservation of this 
prize, therefore keep close by me, and she shall not be given tamely up. 

" Yoa will take yow station on the Ranger's starboard quarter, at or 
about the distance of a cable's lengtL Should bad weatJier, or any 
acddent, separate you from the Ranger, you are to make the best of your 
way to France, and I recommend the port of Brest to your preference. 
You will secure all the books, charts, instruments, and effects, belonging 
to the deceased captain and officers, &c. ; for which this shall be your order. 

" Given on board the American Continental ship-of-war the Kanger, off 
Uahant, the 7th day of May 1178. 

" John Paul Jones. 
" To Lieut. Elijah Hall, of the American Navy, 
commanding the prize ship the Drake." 

" I certify the above to be a true copy of the ori^nal in my possession. 
Elijah IIall. 
Portsmouth, September 8,1824. 
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"VVTien Capt. Jones on his arrival at Brest witli bis prize, 
found it convenient to put the prisonej-s of wai' on hoai'd the 
Drake, he deemed it necessary to remove Lient. Simpson to a 
ship lying in the port, called the Admiral, in which he had a 
good state-room, and liberty to walk the deck. He was, 
however, quite restless, and sent a message to the ofScere and 
crew of the Kanger, that he had been put in prison. This 
excited a considerable senaatiou, and such was Simpson's 
behavior subsequently that Jon^, upon a representation of the 
necessity of it, from Ooimt D'OiTibiers, the French Admiral, 
actually placed the lieutenant in close confinement, Oapt. 
Jones, nevertheless, cherished no enmity to Lieut. Simpson, 
On the contrary, he afterwards assented to bis libei'ation ; and, 
when a question arose as to who should eommaad the Eanger 
on her retmn to America, and it was proposed to give it to 
another, it was Jones who interfered in his behalf, and urged 
the propriety of placing Lieut. Simpson in command for the 
purpose of navigating her back to Portsmouth. He accordingly 
took charge of that vessel on the 29th of July, 1778, and 
arrived at Portsmouth on the 16th of October following, having 
made several prizes on the passage home. 

The apprehension which Jones infused along the coasts of 
Great Britain and Ireland by the extraordinary boldness of his 
enterprises against Whitehaven and St, Mary's Isle, and the 
captm-e of the Drake, is almost inconceivable. Look-out 
vessels were constantly kept in motion ; the public attention 
was immediately tnmed to the construction of fortifications; 
ti'oops were called out ; and the population on the sea board 
was kept in the most fearful state of alarm. The following 
paragraphs, copied fi'om the " Cumherkmd Packet^' of the 
38th April, 1778, give but a faint idea of the frightful 
impressions that Capt. Jones had made upon the minds of the 
British and Irish public. 
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" Cumierland Fachet," ef April 28, 1 



78.) 



" Whitehaven, April 28. — Laat Tliursday, in consequence of the alarm 
occasioned ^yy the Ranger privateer, Lieut. HoUingaworth, at the request 
of the mei'chanta, took the command of the Huasai', Jaajes Gui'ley, 
maater, (a cruizer under the inspection of Charles Lutwidge, Eeq,) with 
an intent to dodge the piiTSfaer. She sailed about 10 o'clock in the 
morning, two houra after which she got sight of the privateer which was 
then steering to the north-westward, under an easy sail, the wind about 
N.N.E, and moderate weather. They chased her till they came within 
two or three miles, spoke a boat and sent her express to Kirkcudbright, to 
alarm the coast. About 4 o'clock the ship brought to, being then about 
a league fi'om Borough-Head. She several times altered her position, 
going off and hauling her wmd occasionally, which tbe Husisar observing, 
acted in the same manner, being then two or three miles from her, until 
about seven, when the privateer made all the sail she could to the 
"W.S.W. At half past nine th& craiaer lost sight of her, then tacked and 
stood for Wliitehaven, not knowing (it being night), but she might have 
stood for this place, in order to do more damage, 

" At dayUght, perceiving she had not come here, they stood towards 
Kirkcudbright, hoisted out the boat, and sent her on shore to inquire if 
any account had been received of her tliero. The boat returned with 
intelligence of the pirates having landed about eleven in the forenoon, on 
St. Mary's Isle, and plundered the house of Lord Selkirk, of plate, &c. to 
the amount of 650?. 

" Fiiday night the Hussar returned, after looking into Wigton Bay, 
fully satined that the privateer had steered up the South Channel, and 
consequently quitted these coasts. 

" At the request of the Committee, the Hussar, Capt. Gurley, ssuled from 
hence on Sunday night for Belfest, to inquire into the report of the taking 
of his Majesty's sloop the Drake, after which and getting what it 
he can of tbe Eanger privateer (or any other enemy in 
is to return imd report the same. And, at the request of the C 
Oapt. Perry and CapL Sharpe are also on board the Hussar m this 
necessary expedition. 

" David Freeman who may, in some respects, be considered as tile 
savior of this town, says, ' that the captain of the Ranger declared that 
the destruction of Whitehaven was his first object, seizing the person of 
Lord Selkirk was the next thing he wished, after which he would sail for 
Brest, and on his passage, sink, bum, and destroy whatever fell in his 
way belonging to Great Britain.' 
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" Other alaiming intelligence arrived here on Sunday morning, brought 
by the Mary Ann, Capt. Eobinson, from Belfast. He arrived about nine, 
and reported on oath, that, on Saturday afternoon, he spoke a boat in the 
Lougli of Belfiist belonging to the Draper brig of that piace, who 
infoimed him that the Drake aloop-of-war was talten on Friday afternoon, 
and eai'ried away to the northward. Soon after he spoke four fishing 
boats, who all gave the same disagi'eeable information, having seen the 
engagement between her and three privateera, two rigged as ships, and 
the other a brig. The engagement lasted near two hours. Capt. 
Robinson frirther says, that soon after he got dear of the Lough, he saw 
the above ships to the noi-thward of him, their courses hauled up, and 
the top-s^ls OK the cap ; but at too gi-eat a distance for him to ascertain 
their force. 

" A vessel irom the Me of Man (arrived yesterday) brings an 
account of the Drake having two companies of soldiers on board ; that 
she was taken hy a privateer {supposed fo be the Kanger) ; she made a 
stout resistance, and in the engagement lost her bowsprit and fore- 
top-masL 

"The account of the Drake being taken was also brought express from 
the shore to Belfast at 12 o'clock on Friday night. The Drake sailed 
from Belfast on Fi'iday mohiing full of men, 

" Four companies of the mlMlia ai-e now here. 

" The guns at the forts are all cleaned and put into order ; some are 
also planted on the norfli wall, and the present measures, it is hoped, 
win be pei'severed in till the fortifications ai'e thoroughly completed. 
A committee of gentlemen is appointed, and a subscription o|K?ned, 
for defraying whatever ospenaes may be inouiTed in tlie defence of the 

" Sunday last, a company of gentlemen volunteei's were formed for the 
protection of the town, exclusive of the ten companies of seamen, Ac. 

" The Olive-Branch, which anived hero on Saturday last, brings an 
aecotmt of a large man-of-war being in the channel, and standing 
this way. 

" Saturday last, about twelve at night, a boat frill of men attempted to 
land at Workington. Same time a cutter stood in between the perches ; 
but being haOed by the people on guard, who threatened to fire on them, 
they sheered off." 

The following anecdote pertinent to the occasion, and 
illustrating the influence of the terrors inspii'ed by the visit of 
Jones to the coast of Cumberland, is copied from the work of 
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Mr. Henderson, wko having explored the whole of Scotland, 
England, and "Wales, was perfectly acquainted with that part of 
the country which was the scene of Capt, Jones's exploits in 177S, 
Oa a reference to Jones's account of liis cruize in the Banger, in 
a preceding page, it will be seen that the wind did change at 
the time of the clergyman's extraordinary prayer to the Divinity, 
which must have conlirmed Mb parishioners in the belief that 
their parson was a particular favorite of heaven : 

" About the time that Jones visited Whitehaven, he went round to the 
Firth of Forth, and made his appeai'aiice off the harbor of Kirtaldy, a 
noted small town on the bo^3erB of Fifeshire (called by the Scotch ' Ltrng 
(own o' Kirhildy^ owing to its length). No other enemy, however 
formidable, could have created in the minds of the inhabitants such 
consternation and alarm as that which then approached. Paul Jones was, 
the dread of all, old and young (and pamphlets of his depredations were 
as common in every house as almanacs). He was looted upon aa a sea- 
monster, that swallowed up all that came in his power. The people all 
flocked to the shore to watch his movements, expecting the worat conse- 
quences. There was an old Presbyteiian minister in the place, a very 
pious and good old man, but of a most singular and eeceniric turn, 
especially in addressing the Deity, to whom he wo\dd speak with as mudi 
femiharity aa be would to an old iarmer, and seemingly without respect, 
as will appear from the following. He was soon seen making his way 
thi'ough the people with an old black oak arm-chair, which he lugged 
down to low water mark (the tide flowing), and sat down in it. Ahnost 
out of breath, and rather in a passion, he then began to address the Deity 
in the following singular way : — 

" ' Now deed Lord, dinwt ye thick it's a shame for ye to send this vile 
pireet to rub our folk o' Kirhaldy ; for ye km they're a' puir enough 
aheady, and hae vmtking to spare. They are o' gaily ffuid, and it wad 
be a peety to serve them in sia in a via. The mt the www blaws, hell be 
here in a jiffie, and wka kens what he may do. He's nane too ffuid for 
ony thing. Mekkle's the mischief he has dune already. Ony peckeC 
ffear they hae gathered thegilher he will gang loP the heal o'i ; may burn 
their hooses, tak their vary claee, and tirl them to the sark ; and waes 
me! wha kens but the bluidy villain might tak their Uves. The puir 
weemen ere maist freightened out o' their !om(s, and the haims skirling 
after them. / eanm' tho'lt ! Icanna^ tlio'll ! I hae been lang &faithfu'' 
servant to ye, Laird ; but gin ye dinna turn the wun about, and hlaw the 
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scoundrel out of our gale, I'll mo siur a fit, but will juist sit here, unffl 
the tide comes and drouns me. Sae tak ym-e wull o'L' " 



When Captain Jones left the United States for France he 
understood that he was destined eventually to take command 
of a frigate of the first class, which had been built for the United 
States in Holland. In this he was disappointed ; and was for 
some time kept in a situation of inactivity and suspense, ill 
suited to his genius and disp^ition. He had been sent for to 
Paiis, and had suggested a number of enterprise to the French 
ministry; but they were slow in their determinations, and 
Jones, for a time, considered himself neglected, and, in some 
degree, badly treated. His drafts on the American Commis- 
sioners, also, had been protested,* and he felt chagrined at the 
apparent indifference shown to his claims to employment, which 
was aggi-avated by an opinion which he entertained that he 
was regarded at Brest as an officer in disgrace. But Captain 
Jones was not a man to yield to adverse circumstances. He 
combated every difficulty, repeated and reiterated his applica- 
tions to the minister of the Trench marine, wrote to Dr. Franklin, 
remonstrated with Mr. Arthur Lee, addressed himself to 
influential persons about the French court, and actually wrote 
a spirited lettei' to the King of France, Louis XVI., which 
doubtless had its effect. His feelings and thoughts under the 
various embarrassments which he endm-ed, his views and 
i-eflections, from the period of his ari'ival at Brest after the 
capture of the Drake, whilst at Paris, and on his return to Brest 
from that capital until his appointment to the command of the 
Bonhomme Hichard, and his return fi'om the ciTiize which 



• The oommisBionBrs explained to Commodore Jones that they had neither 
luthoritj' nor funds to make the advances of money which he required. They, 
however, did all iti their power, and even exceeded their instructions in assisting 
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ended iii the capture of the British frigate Seiip 6 an, bc well 
expressed in the subjoined letters and documents, that no 
apology is requisite for their insertion, Ko wiiter can bo well 
portray the incidents of any transaction as an intelligent 
individual who is personally concerned in it, whc ongmates it, 
and under whose conti-ol it is consummated. Ciptain Jones 
was particularly attentive in committing to papei eveiy public 
event of his life, was remarkably clear in his esplanatious, and 
extremely precise in commimicating his sentiments to those 
with whom he corresponded : 



"Ranger, Brest, March Sls^, 177S. 



"M. Dn Sartink, Minister, and Secretaiy o 
State for the Marine Department 



"Hoi. 






" As I have not the honor of heing known to you, I hope you will 
pai-don the liberty I take of endoaing the copy of a letter from the secret 
committee of Congress to the American commissioners in Europe. I must, 
howevei', acknowledge that the generous praise which is therein bestowed 
on me by Congress, fer exceeds the merit of my services. 

" My reason for laying this letter before you is, because 1 am destined 
by Congress to command a frigate of a very large construction lately built 
at Amstei'dara, — and as political reasons made it necessaiy for that frigate 
to become French property, I am now induced to hope that on her anivd 
in France she will again become tie property of America, and of coiirse 
be pnt under my command. 

" The within extract of a letter dated lOtii Feb, last, to the American 
commisMoners will, I hope, prove to you tie real satisfaction with which I 
have anticipated the happy alhanoe between France and America. — I am, 
sir, convinced that the capture of Lord Howe's light ships and fiigates in 
America, and the desti'uction of the enemy's fishery at Newfoundland, 
which might be easily effected tiis summer, would effectually destroy the 
sinews of their marine, for they would afterward be unable to man their 
fleet: — and as to theif army in America, that must lall of couise. 

" I should be ungrateful did I forget to acknowledge the poUte 
attentions and iavors which I have received fi'OBi Compte d'Orviiliers, M. 
De la Porse, M. la Motte Picquet, and every oflicer hi this place. 

"The Admiral Count d'Orviiliers has I doubt not, communicated to 
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you a prefect of mine. I am, sir, ambitious of being employed in active 
and enterprising eerviees ; — but my ship is of too small a force, and does 
not sail so fast as I could Tvish, If I am successful I will return to France, 
and hope for your countenance and protection. 

" I liave addressed you, sir, with the same freedom which has ever 
marked my correspondence with Congress. The interests of France and 
America are the same ; and as I hope to see the common enemy humbled, 
I shall be happy if I can furnish any hint whereby that event can be 
effected. Meantime, 

" I have tie honor to be, 

" with profound r^pect, Ac. 



'•■ Brest, Jmic 1st, 1778. 
" His Excellency, Bukjamin FnANKLrs. 
" HoNoiiKD AHD Dear Sib, 

"Accept my gi'ateful thanks for your mueh esteemed fevor of 27th ult. 
Such a mark of your good opinion and approbation really affords me the 
most heartfelt satisfaction. It shall always be my ambition to do my 
duty as far as my judgment and small abilities enable me ; — but you will 
see by the within papers that my roses ai'e not witiiout thorns ; and, 
perhaps, it will seem romance that I have succeeded, which I am sure I 
should not have done had I not been my own counsellor. 

" Nothing would ^ve me more pleasure than to render essentia! services 
to America, in any measure which you may find expedient. Should I be 
able to lead my present crew, it can be done only by the seldom filling 
bait for sordid minds, great views of interest. 

"T£,'m bringing about tlie plan yon propose, I may take the liberty to 
assure them of the protection of the French flag, in tlie channel, against 
enemies of superior force, with the ftee Kberty to attack, and take under 
that sanction such of the enemy's ships of war or merchantinen as may be 
met with of equd or inferior force, perhaps I may succeed and gain them 
over by tliat means, nor will it he necessary to tell them our real object. 

" If I am not at liberty to give them such assurances, and their home- 
sickness should continue, I could wish that such officera as may appear 
dangerovMy ill, might have liberty to lay down their commissions and 
warrants, — and that others may be ^ven to men of stronger nerves, who 
would be too proud to think f]iemselves servants by the year. I believe 
many such may be found among American subjects in France. 

"If it should be consistent to order the Boston frigate here from 
j might be made as would be for the 
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interest and harmony of the service ; and we might perhaps bo ahlo to 
assemble a sufficient number of officers to form a court. 

" The Due da Chartrea has shown me sundry attentions, and expressed 
bis inclinaidon to facilitate my obtaining the ship built at Amsterdam. I 
beheve I could easily obtain letters to the same effect from the principal 
people hare, but shall take no step without your approbation. If the 
prisoneifi should be exchanged in Europe, I beheve it would be possible to 
man that ship with Americans, I could have manned two such with 
French volunteers since I arrived. 

" The Ranger is ci'ank, sails slow, and is of a trifling force. Most of the 
enemy's eruizei's are more than a match, yet I mean not to complain. I 
demand nothing ; and, although I know that it was the intention of 
Congress to give me that ship, I am now ready to go wherever the service 
calls me, 

" If two or three f^t sailing ships could be collected, there is a great 
choice of private enterprises, some of which might succeed and add more 
to the interest and honor of America, than cruizing with twice the foiw. 
It appears to me to be the province of our infent navy to smprise and 
spread alarms with fast sailing ships. When we grow stronger we can 
meet their fleets, and dispute with them the sovereignty of the ocean. 
These are my private sentiments, and m^ therefore submitted with the 
utmost diffidence to your superior understanding. 

" I have the honor to be, &a. 

Extract of a Letter from Com. John Paul Jones to the American 
Commissioners at the Court of France, dated Brest, June 3, 1778. 

" I hope you do not mean to impute to me a desire to leceive presents 
of the public money, or even to touch a dollar of it for my own private 
use ; on the contrary, I need not now assert, that I stepped forth at the 
beginning from n<Aler motives. 

"My accounts before I'lett America testify that I am more than 1500?. 
in advance for the pubhc service, esclusive of any concern with the sloop- 
of-war Ranger ; and as for w^es I have never received any. 

" The Rules whereby Congr^s have been pleased to command me to 
regulate my conduct in the navy, authorize me to issue my wareant to 
the agent, &o., and I humbly conceive that it is his province to furnish me 
with an estimate of the amount of expenses. A space of sixteen months 
is now elapsed since Congress thought of me, and placed under my 
command seven tknes my present force, leaving me at full Uberty how and 
where to apply it. And if I am not now capable of supporting the 
internal government of a single sloop-of-war, I wish that some person 



Hosted by 



Qoo^z 



70 LIFE OF JOHN PAUL JONES. 

more deserving had ray place, and I in Ampnca to answer for my 
misconduct. I have ' well considered,' and yet shall pprsiat in justifying 
the steps which I have taken, and to which you ^udo 

"I am happy in having it in my powei to fuini'ii yon with the inclosed 
resolution of Congress, respecting the capture of the enemy's ships-of-wav, 
agreeably to your desire ; and, if you ai'e in possession, of any resolution 
of Congress which will authorize roe to * * * * * send to America, I 
should he obliged to you for a copy of it." 



Passy, June 5, IVTS. 
Plati for Usepeditiom submitted hy Com. Jones to the American Pleni- 
potentiaries, and to the Freneh Minister of Marine, 

" As the f rst proposed will be iinpeded for some time, in the interval a 
great variety of projects present themselves, some of which might prove 
of great utility to France and America by distressing the common enemy 
at a small expense. 

" Three very fast smling ftigates, with one or two tenders, might enter 
the Irish channel, and bnm at "Whitehaven fi'om two to three hundred 
ships, besides the town, which contains 50,000 inhabitants ; this would 
render it difBcnlt, if not impossible, to supply Ii'eland with coal the 
ensuing winter. 

" The same force would he sufBdent to take the bank of Ayr in Scotland, 
and to destroy the town, or perhaps the whole shipping in the Clyde with 
the towns and stores of Greenock and PortrGIaagow, provided no alaim 
was fii'st given at other places. The fishery at Camhletown is an object 
woi-thy attention, and in some of the ports of Ii'eland ships may perhaps 
be found woilh from 150,000 to 200,000i. sterling each. 

" It might perhaps be equally expedient to alarm Britain on the east 
s d w h might be effected with equal and perhaps inferior force, by 
des g the coal shipping of Newcastle, &c. which would occasion the 

u m distress for fuel in London ; mid there are many towns of 
n, n e on the east and north coasts of England and Scotland which 
a n less, and might be either burnt or laid under contribution. 

The uccess of either these or the hke entei'prises will depend on 
surprising well, and on despatch both in the attack and in the retreat ; 
therefore it is necessary the ships should sail fast, and that then' force 
should be sufficient to repel any of the enemy's cruizing frigates, two of 
which may perhaps be met at a time. 

" It is scai'cely conceivable how great a panic the success in any one of 
these projects would occasion in England. It would convince the 
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11 



6 vulnerable, and would conseciiiently hurt tJiei 



world that their c< 
public credit. 

" If alaiming the coast of BiitMn should be thought inexpedient, fo 
intercept the enemj'a West India or Baltic fleets, or their Hudson Bay 
ships, or Ihd destroy their Greenland fishery are capital objects, which 
promise success if well adopted, and any one of them might be finished 
before the fii'st can take place." 

Passy, July 17, 1TT8. 
" M. Db Sartikb. 
" My Lord, 

" I should he ungrateful, did I not return my thanks for your kind and 
generous intentioiB in my fevor. My greatest ambition would be to merit 
your future approbation, by my services against the common enemy of 
France and America. Had your first plan taken effect, the most pleasing 
prcspect of success would have been before me. But that now seems a 
distant object. 

" I have no doubt but tliat many projects, which would promise success, 
might be formed from the hints I had the honor of sending lately for 
your inspection. Had I been intnisted with the chief comiiiand, I would 
have been responsible for the consequences. 

"I am bound in honor to communicate Mthfully to Congress the 
generous offer which tlie king now makes of lending the Epervier, in the 
mean time to be employed under my command and under the flag of the 
United States of America. I would thankfully have accepted this offer 
the moment it was communicated to me, had no difficultly occurred on 
account of the situation of the American funds. I have now under my 
command a ship bound to America. On my arrival there, from the 
former confidence of Congress, I have reason to expect an immediate 
removrtl into one of their best ships. I have reason, also, to expect th^ 
chief command of the fiiBt squadron destjned for an expedition. I have 
in my possession several similar appointments ; and when Congress 
sees fit to appoint admirals, I have aisui-aneea that my name will nol 
be forgot. 

" These are flattering prospects to a man who has drawn his sword only 
from motives of philanthropy, and in support of the dignity of human 
nature. But, as I prefer a solid to a shining reputation — a useful to a 
splendid command, — I hold mj^elf ready, with the approbation of the 
Ameiican Commissioners at Pmis, to be governed by you in any measures 
that may tend to distiess and humble the common enemy. 

" I have the honor to be, &c. 

"J. r. JONBS." 
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"Brest, Awffust 24, 1T7S. 
"His Highness the Prince De Nassau. 
"My PainCE, 

" The honor which you propose to do me, hy accompanying me on the 
ocean, fills my heart with the warmest sentJmenta of gratitude. 

"When yoiir intentions wei'e eommnaicated to me I had under my 
command a ship bound in company with two fine fi'igates foe America, 
where there ai'e now two new ships of 80 guiK each, and eight fiigatea of 
40 guns each, nearly ready for sea. 

" On my arrival there, fi;om the former confidence of Congress, I had 
assurance of an immediate removal mto one of their beat ships, and to 
have been appointed to command the fii'st squadron which they thought 
fit to destine for any piivate expedition. Before I came to Europe, 
Congress honoi'ed me with several such appointments, and I had aasuranco 
that when admirals were appointed my name would be remembered. 

" These, my Prince, were flattering prospects to a man who drew his 
sword only from principles of philanthropy and in support of the dignity 
of human nature ; and these are the prospecb which I have voluntarily 
kid aside that I may pursue glory in yom' company. 

" Suffer me not therefore, I beseech you, to continue longer in this 
shamefiil inactivity ; such dishonor is worse to me than a thousand deaths. 
I have already lost the golden season, the summer, which in war ia of 
more value than all the I'eat of the year, I appear hero as a peraon cast 
off and useless, and when any one asks me what I purpose to do, I am 
unable to answer. 

" Had this been my fii'st or second disappointment I should have said 
nothing concerning it. After va ous thei obj ta had misgi n ! ef le I 
left Passy, which M. de Sartine had thought t t keep me e npl } ed 
imfil His scheme wherein you were conce ned c uld take plic I wa'i 
ordered down here at so short a noti e th^t I had not t me befoie my 
departure, to take leave of you yet, on my ainval heie I fo md thit 
what had been proposed for me was bnstowe 1 n others I then oftp ed 
tofollowCountD'Orvilliersasasolunteer, agreeably to bs kind mvjfation; 
but M. de la PrSvalaye will not permit this, it not being n 



" I have, my Prince, been unaccustomed to ask any favoi's, even from 
Coi^ess, for I am not in pursuit of mteiest , — yet, let me beseech you fo 
represent my situation to the beat of kings, that I may, with you, be 
forthwith enabled to pursue glory, and humble the common enemy of 
humanity. 

" If the ship that was at fiist proposed cannot with certainty he got 
ready for sea next month, you, my Prince, can obtain another, with the 
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Epervier and the Alert, tendeis. There is a fine frigate at L'Orient, built 
on the same conskuction with the ship at first proposed, and mounted 
with eighteen-ponndei's. This ship has been at India, is known to sail 
last, and may, pei'hapa, be obtained, till it is seen whether the other can 
be got out. 

" If this ship is refused, there are many other fine fiigates newly built 
at 8L Maloea, and other places, to which I heai' of no commanders being 
appointed. I have the greatest dependence on the generous intentions of 
that great minister, M. de Sarljne, but I caimot every day intrude on him 
with letteis, and, in the multiphcity and importance of his affaira, my 
concerns may escape his memory. 

" I wish for the honor of a letter from your own hand ; — though I 
cannot wi-ite in French, yet I understand letters which are wiitten in that 
d I have with me now a lieutenant that speaks it well. 
" My Prince, yom's," &c. 



"Brest, August 24th, 1118. 
" nis EsceUeney, Benjamin Feanki.in. 

" HONOBBD AND DeAR SiR, 

" Had I indulged my inclination since my retwn, I should have already 
troubled you with sundry letters. I must not, however, abuse the 
indulgent Hberty which you gave me at parting, and I have, therefore, 
been more troublesome to Dr. Bancroft. 

"I wish not ts be thought too impatient, but you know,-my dear sir, 
that this is the nice moment, when I ought to be either.' in search of 
marine knowledge with Count D'Orvillieis, or in seai'ch of honor in 
attempting some private enterprise. Before I was at hberty 1* go, the 
good old count pressed me much to accompany him ; but since Dr. 
Bancroft has informed me that it would be agreeable to the minister that 
I should, I have been precluded from following the fleet, as the present 
commandant baa no orders for that purpose, 

" Thus circumstanced, without employment, and, in appearance, cast ofi^ 
1 have written the within letter to the Prince de Nassau, which I leave 
open for yout perusal Should you find the whole, or any part of it, 
improper, I heg of. you to withhold it. 

" Ailer all my disappointments, I am yet peiBuaded that the court had, 
from the be^nning, and still have, intentions in my favor, since you inow 
the connexion was not of my seeking. 

"I am, with the highest sense of your friendship and goodness, 

" Honored and dear Sir, youiis," &c. 
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" Brest, August 28;A, 1778. 
" Hia Excellency, Count D'Oevilliebs, General ) 

and Commandei'-in-CMef of tke Brest Fleet. ) 
" Honored and Dear Sib, 

" "When you kindly proposed tiat I should accompany you on board 
the Bretagne, I had been ordered fi'om Paris for a private expedition. I 
was, indeed, sorry that I could not then think myself at liberty to accept 
your very polita and friendly offer. 

" Though I have not, to this moment, received a word from the minister 
since I retunied here, yet I have understood, from a friend at Paris, that 
M. de Sartdne at last agreed that I shonld embark with you. On receiving 
this information, I immediately applied to M. de la Prival&ye for a paaa^ 
in the first ship to join the fleet ; hut he says he will not permit my 
embarkation widiout orders from the minister, or from you. 

" This, my dear sir, is the principal reason why I now trouble you. I 
was ambitious of the honor of attending you on the first campaign, where 
you acquired so much glory; but M. de Sai'fine would not then permit 
me to go. I must now, therefoi'e, beg the favor of you, should you send 
in any vessel with lettei^ that you will ^ve directions to M. de la 
PrevalSye, to permit my embarkation to join you. I ardently wish to 
attend you with my eyes, even to the pinnade of fame, and io learn from 
so great and good a general, how I may hereafter ascend the slippeiy 
precipice beyond which the edifice is erected." 



"Brest, September lath, 1778. 
" M, UE Sartiki;. 
"Honored Sir, 

" When his Excellency, Dr. Franklin, first informed me that you had 
condescended to think me worthy your notice, I took such pleasure in 
reflecting on the happy alliance between France and America, that I was 
really flattei'ed, and entertained a grateful sense of the honor which yoit 
proposed for me, as well as the favor which the kmg proposed for America, 
by putting so fine a ship of war as the Indien under my command, and 
under its flag, with unlimited orders. 

" In obedience to your desire I came to Versailles ; and was taught to 
beheve that my intended ship was in deep water, and ready for sea. But, 
when the prince returned, I received from him the account that the Indien 
could not be got afloat under three months. 

"To employ this interval usefully, I offered to accompany Compte 
D'Orvilhers as a volunteer, which you thought fit to reject. I had, then. 
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tte satisfaction to find that you appcoved, in general, of a variety of hints 
for private enterprises, which I had pi-esented for your consideration,' and 
was flattewd with assurancea from M. le Ray de Chaumont and Bodwain, 
that three of the finest fiigates in France, with two tenders, and a number 
of troops, should be immediately put under my command, and I sliould 
be at hberty to pursue such of my projects as I thought proper. But this 
fell to nothing, in the moment when I thought that the king's signature 
only was wanting. 

" Anothei' inferior armament, from L'Orient, was proposed, to be put 
under my command, which was by no means equal to the services that 
were expected from it ; for speed and force, botb requisite, were wanting. 
Happily for rae, this ^so failed, and I was saved from a dreadful prospect 
of ruin and dishonor. 

"I had so entire a reliance that you would require nothing of me 
inconsistent with my rank and honor, that the moment you commanded, I 
came down with such hast* that, alUiough my curiosity led me to look at 
the armament at L'Orient, yet I was but ^ree days from Pasay till I 
reached Brest. Here, too, I drew a blank. But when I saw the Lively, 
it was no disappointment, as that ship, in sailing and equipment, ia far 
inferior to tlie Eanger. 

" My only disappointment here, is being precluded embarking with 
Compte D'Orvilliers in purauit of marine knowledge. 

" I am not a mere anlventurer of fortune. Stimulated by reason and 
philanthropy, I laid aside the enjoyments of private life, and embarked 
under the flag of America when it was fii'st displayed. In this line my 
desire of feme is infinite ; and I must not so fer foiget my own honor, and 
what I owe to my friends and to America, as to remain inactive. My rank 
knows no superior in the American marme. I have long since been 
appointed to command an expedition with five of its ships, and I can 
receive orders from no junior or inferior officer whatever. 

" I have been here in the most tormenting suspense for more than a 
month since my return, and agreeable to your desire, as mentioned to me 
by M. de Chaumont. 

" Circular letters were sent the 8th of last month from the English 
Admiralty, because they expected me to pay another visit with four shijjs. 
Therefore, I trust, that if the Indien is not to be got out, you will not 
substitute a force unequal in sti'ength and sailing to the enemy's cruizing 



"T do not wish to interfere with the hannony of the French n 
but if I am still thought worthy your attention, I shall hope for a s( 
command, with hbei-al orders : — if, on the contrary, you have no fai'fher 
occasion for my services, I have then only to ask the Alert, and a few 
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seamen, with permission to return in that small vessel to America before 
winter. 

"I am happj- to hear tJiat the frigates fi'om St, Malo have heen 
BTiccessful near Shetland. Had Coimt D'^tfugn arrived in the Delaware 
a few days sooner, he might have made a moat glorious and easy conquest. 
Many other successful projects may be adopted from hints which I had the 
honor to draw np, and if I can still furnisii more, or execute any of those 
furnished, so as to distress and hnmble the common enemy, it will afEsrd 
me the tniest satiafection. 

" I am ambitious to merit the honor of your friendship, and am fully 
pei'auaded that I address a noble-minded man who will not be offended 
with the honest freedom which has always marked my coriespondence. 
" I have tile honor to be, with, great respect, &c." 

Extract to His Excellency Besjamin Frasklin, dated 

"Brest, September 14, 1718. 
" Honored and Deah Sir, 
"I yesterday took the resolution to wilte the inclosed explicit letter to 
the minister. I should not have mentioned my rank, had it not been 
hinted that it was proposed to send me from St. Maloas nndei- command 
of French lieutenants. The frigates were sent in conaeqnence of a hint 
&om me, and though I am neglected, I hope they have been veiy 



" It is vmn for the minister to pretend he has no ships to b^tow, as I 
know to the contrary." 

Extract of a Letter to the same, dated 

"Brest, September 18, 1778. 
'■ I have seen the Fox, mounting 24 guns (taken formerly by the 
Hancock and Adams), and would accept of that ship attended by the 
Alert, rmless something better is immediately bestowed. I shall, witli 
this command, expect unlimited orders." 

Extract of a Letter to the same, dated 

" Brest, Noveraba- 27, 1778. 
"Lient. Ajiiiel has exercised with me patience for fom' months in this 
place, without society or hcspitahty. 
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" Let them give me but powers, and I will find a ship aod men witliout 
loss of time. I will undertalie, if necessary, at the risk of my private 
property, that the aeamen's wages shall he eitliei' paid from the piihhc 
funds in America, or from the part of prizes usually claimed by the 
Ameciean Govercment. 

" Yom" sUeace has hurt me ; though J am sensible I owe much to your 
good offices and wishes. 

" I have read and considered well all my past letters, and find nothing 
that I wish I had omitted, or that I conceive could have altered auy pei'son 
before my friend." 

"Brest, September 21, 17*78. 
"His Eoya! Highness le .Due do Chaktees. 
" My Pbince, 

" I should he ungrateful did I not entertain the deepest sense of the 
ohligatioa which you conferred on me by your letters to the Palais Royal 
and Versailles, in June last. 

" I was at that time happy in being sent for privately to bis Excellency 
Dr. Franklin, at the desire of M. de Sai'tine, who proposed to hestow on 
me a very honorable command. 

" I waa flattered with the assurances that thi'ee frigates, two tendera, 
and a number of troops, should he immedialflly put under my command, 
to piuiaue such projects as I thought proper. This plan failed. Another 
was proposed where tiie force was unequal to what was expected from the 
service. Happily for me this also failed. 

" I w^ then ordered to the command of the Lively to join some 
fiigates on an expedition fi'om St. Maloes. I arrived in Brest in three 
days from Passy, and found the Lively had been given to another ; but 
this disappointment pleased me, when I found that the Lively was quit« 
inferior to the Eauger. 

"I do not wish to interfere witli the haimony of the French marine ; 
but we fight in a common cause, and it is the interest of both to disti'ess 
and humble an enemy who arrogates to himself the sovereignty of the 
ocean. I could have been serviceable had my hands been at hherty in the 
summer. 

" I would accept of the as a , ratber than undei^ 

the mortification of returning to America unemployed, after having 
written to Congi'e^ that I am detained in Europe by the particular desire 
of the Court of Fi-ance. If the minister has no fai-ther occasion for my 
services, I have then only to ask permission to have the Alert, and to 
carry with me to America his good opinion, hefore the winter. 

"As, in my present mysterious situation here, I am considered an officer 
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in di^race, I am perauaded I need make no farther apology to a brave 
ofBcer and a noble minded prince for the liberty I take, 

" The honor your letters procured me at the Palays Royal, ivill be ever 
remembered with gratitude. 

"Ambitious to merit your friendship and fevor, 

" I am, with great esteem and profound respect^ &c." 

''Brest, October 10, 1778. 
"His Excellency Bbsjamin Fhakklik. 
" Honored and DsAft Sir, 

" I hope you will find the within letter (to the king) entu'ely free from 
asperity or ill nature. I have been, and am in the eyes of Brest and the 
French marine, considered as having incurred your displeasure, and being 
consequently in disgrace. 

" The Commissioners' refiisal of my bill, my journey to Paris without 
any visible reason, the cabals and misrepresentalions of Lieutenant 
Simpson, and my present inactivity, are held to be so many drcumstantial 
proofe ; and my dishonor is now so firmly believed everywhere that it is in 
vain for me to assert the contrary; such a situation destroys my peace of 
mind, and is incompatible with my sensibility, yet I am fe,r more affected 
by the indignity that has been shown throngh me to yourself and to 
America, than on my own account. 

" My heart cannot forgive the minister, till he makes whole my injured 
honor by a direct apology, and atonement for the past. 

" My letter ia the Icing cannot, I thinlc, do harm, and unless you 
disapprove it, I beg that it may have course. The Duchess de Charti'cs 
will, I am pereuaded, undertake to deliver it into the king's hands, and as 
you may not think fit at present to appear in the business, either the 
Due de Rochefteault or your gi'andaon will oblige me by waiting on her 
at the Palays Royal. The Due de Rochefeieault as he undeistands English 
well, and is acquainted with the circumstances, would oblige me much if he 
coiild be present when the letter is presented to the king. I do not wish 
to trouble the Due de Chartres about this affair, as that brave Prince has 
undeservedly met with vexations of his own. Let not your delicacy 
prevent my having the honor of hearing fi^m yon, for so fiir am I from 
blaming you as the cause of my unhappiness, that I am entirely convinced 
that you had no other motive than my honor and promotion as con- 
sistent with the public good. I am consequently with the veneration and 
affection of a son who ardently wishes to render himself worthy your 
regard, 

" Honored and dear Sir, 



Hosted by 



Qoo^z 



LIFE OF JOnN PAUL 



"Brest, Ocioher 10, 1778. 



"His Most Lhr t n Majesty, Louia, 
King f Fran e a d Navarre. 



" Afte my ef uvn to Brest ia tlie American ship-of-wac tlie Eanger 
ftom tie In h Clan el, his Excellency, Dr. Frankliu, informed me by 
letter, dated June 1st, that M. de Sartine, having a good opinion of my 
conduct and bravery, bad determined, with your Majesty's consent and 
approbation, to give me the command of the ship-of-war the Indien which 
was built at Amsterdam for America, bnt afterwards for political reasons 
made the property of France, I was to act with nnhmited orders under 
the commission and flag of America. And the Prince de Nassau 
proposed to accompany me on the ocean, 

"I was deeply penetrated with a sense of the honor done me by this 
proposition, as well as of the favor which youi' Majesty intended thereby 
to confer on America, and I accepted the offer with the greater pleasure 
as the Congress had sent me to Europe in the Eanger to command the 
Indien, before the ownership of that vessel was changed. 

" The minister desired to see me at Veisailles, to settle future plans of 
operations, and I attended him for that purpose. I was told that the 
Indien was at the Tesel, completely armed and fitted for sea, but the 
Prince de Nissan was sent express to Holland, and returned with a veiy 
different account — the ship was at Amsterdam, and could not be got afloat 
or armed before the September equinox. 

" The American plenipotentiaries proposed that I should return to 
America ; and as I had been appointed repeatedly to the chief command 
of an American squadron to execute secret enterprises, it was not doubted 
but that Congress would again show me a preference. M. de Saitine, 
howevet, thought proper to prevent my departure by writing to the 
plenipotentiaries (without my knowledge), requesting that I might be 
permitted to remain in Europe, and that the Ranger might be sent back 
to America under another commander, he having special serrices which 
he wished me to execute. This request they readily granted, and I was 
flattered by the prospect of being enabled to testify by my services my 
gratitude to your Majesty as the fiist prince who has so generously 
acknowledged our independence. 

" There was an interval of more than three montlis before the Indien 
could be got afloat. To employ that period usefully, when your majesty's 
fleet was ordered to sail from Brest, I proposed to the minister to embark 
in it as a volunteer, in putsnit of marine knowledge. He objected to this, 
but at the same time approved of a variety of hints for private enterprises, 
which I had drawn up for his considerolaon. 
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" Two gentlemen were appointed to settle ■with me the plans that were 
to be adopted — who gave me assurance that three of the best frigates in 
France, with two tenders, and a numher of boats, should he immediately 
put imder my command, and to pursue such of my own projects as I 
thought proper; hut this fell to nothing, when I believed that your 
majesty's signature only was ■wantjng. 

"Another aimameiit, composed of cuttera and smsU vessels at L'Orient, 
was proposed to be put under my command, to alarm the coasts of 
England, and check die Jersey privateers ; but happily for me this also 
tailed, and I was saved from ruin and dishonor ; for, as I now find, all the 
vessels sailed slow, and their united force was very insignificant. 

"The minjs(«r then thought fit that I should retui'n to Brest to 
command the Lively, and join some frigates on an expedition from St. 
Malo to the North Sea, I returned in haste for that purpose, and fonnd 
that the Lively had been bestowed at Brest, before the minister had 
mentioned that ship to me at Versailles. This was, however, another 
fortunate disappointment, as the Lively proves, both in sailing and 
equipment, much inferior to the Ranger, but more especially if it be true, 
as I have since understood, that the minister intended to ^ve the chief 
command of the expedition to a lientenant, which would have occasioned 
a very disagreeable misunderstanding ; for, as an officer of the first rank 
in the American marine, who has ever been honored with the favor and 
friendship of Congress, I can receive ordere fivm no interior officer whatever. 
My plan was the destruction of the Enghsh Baltic fleet, of gi'eat conse- 
queiice to the enemy's marine, and then only protected by a single frigate ! 
I would have held myself responsible for its succe^ had I commanded the 



"M. de Sartine aftoi-ward sent ordei's to Count D'Orvillieis to receive 
me on board the fieet, agi'eeable to my former pro[»sal, but the order did 
not ariive until after the departure of the fleet tiie last time irora Brest, nor 
was I made acquainted with the drcumstance before the fleet returned here. 

" Thus have I been chained down to shameful inactivity for nearly five 
months. I have lost the best season of the year, and sucli opportunities 
of serving my country and acquiring honor as I cannot again expect this 
war; and, to my infinite mortifieatiouj having no command, I am 
considered everywhere an officer cast off, and in disgi'ace for secret 
reasons. 

" I have written respectfid letters to the minister, none of which has he 
condescended to answer. I have written to the Prince of Nassau v^ith as 
httle effect, and I do not understand that any apology has been made to 
the great and venerable Dr. Franklin, whom the minister has made the 
instrument of biinging me into such unmerited trouble. 
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erve no command foi' 
d by this unworthy situation 
I however make 



) remark ( 



tlie 



"Having written to Congr 
America, my sensibility is the n 
the sight of your majesty's fleet, 
treatment I have received. 

" Although I wish not to become my own panegyrist, I must b^ your 
majesty's pei'missiou to observe, that I am not an adventm'er in seai-ch of 
fortune, of which, thank Glod, I Iiave a suffideacy. 

" When the Americnn banners were first displayed, I drew my sword in 
support of the violated dignity and rights of human nature ; and both 
honor and duty prompt me steadfastly to continue the righteous pmmt, 
and to sacrifice to it not only my private enjoyments, but even life, if 
Eecessary. I must acknowledge ttiat the generous prmse which I have 
received from Congress and othera, eaxeeds the merit of my past services, 
therefore I tlie more ard'ently wish for future oppm-twrdtiee of tesiifyinff 
my gratitude by my activity. 

" As your majesty, by espousing the caxise of America, has become the 
' protector of the rights of human nature,' I am persuaded that you will 
not disregard my situation, nor suffer me to remain any longer in this 
insupporiiible disgrace. 

" I am, with perfect gratitude and profound respect, 

" Your Majesty's very ohhged, very obedient, 

" And very humble servant, 

"J. P. Jones." 



"Srest, October 13th, 11118. 



"To Mid'^me h Ducli'^sse de Chastkes. 



The bubineis which brought me fi'ora Brest to Paris last smiimar, 
when I hid the pi asuie of paying my respeda to your royal highnesa, 
aftoided me a very fur prospect of being enabled immediately to pay a 
much more successtul visit to the enemy's coast than that from which I 
was then returned I appeared at Vei^lles by the particular desire of 
M de S'lrtme, who, m consequence of the high opinion he professed to 
have of my conduct and bravery, voluntarily proposed (as I understood 
with the consent and approbation of his majesty), to bestow on me a very 
honorable command ; he having written a letter to their excellencies the 
American plenipotentiaries requesting as a favor that I might be permitted 
to remain in Europe. Yet the minister has made no apology for all this, 
either to myself (who did not seek after the commission), noi- to his 
excellency Dr. Franklin, tiii'ough whom it w 
6 
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" I had the honor to fiirnish the minister with a number of plans, wliieh 
he approved, for secret cKpeditiona, but the various armamenls which have 
been proposed to ba put under my command to pui'sue my own projects, 
eveiy one of these armaments have fellen to nothing, some of them even 
at the moment when I was taught to beheye that the king's signature 
alone was wanting. Thus have I been trifled with for nearly five months, 
the best season of the year, and such oppoi-tunitiea of serving my country 
and acquiring honors, as I agiun expect in the course of the war, are lost. 
I hare written to Congress to reserve no command for me in America, 
and to my inexpressible mortification, having no command here, I am 
considered eveiywhere as an officer m disgi'ace, I am not an adventurer 
in search of fortune ; on the contraiy, I laid aside my enjoyments of pf ivato 
Kfe, and drew my sword at the commencement of this war only in support 
of the dignity and violated rights of human natui'e; and honored as I am 
with the &vor and fi-iendship of Congress, both honor and duty prompt 
me steadfastly to persevere till these rights ai'e established, or lose my life 
in the righteous pursuit. But as I see no prospect of being soon relieved 
from this unwoithy situation, I have written the enclosed letter to his 
majesty, which I must beseech your royal highness to pi'csent,— you will 
thereby add a singular obhgation to what I already owe to your foimer 
condescending attention. I should be extremely happy to succeed through 
the influence of so amiable a piincess and so powerful an advocate, whom 
I perfectly esteem and respect, being truly and always in the ai-tless 
sincerity of ray heart, 

"Madam, 

" Your Royal Higliness's veiy obedient, 

"and very humble servant, 

" J". P. Jokes." 



"■Brest, November IStk, lllS. 
" The Hon. Rotjbrt Mokris, Philadelphia. 

" IIONOUEU AND DeAS SiR, 

" My fortune has been so chequei'ed since I left Quiberon Bay, that I 
could have sent you no general account of my situation that would not 
have given you more pain than pleasure, and I know tbat you have 
vexations enough of your own. 

The within papers will show that my rosea have not been without a 
superabundance of thorns, and perhaps it will appear romance that I have 
succeeded under circumstances ; which I am sure I should not have done 
had I not been my own counsellor. 

" I have been here in the most disagreeable Mtuation for five months. 
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It lias b^n urged that tlie rules of the sei'vice vnR not admit of giving 
me command of ships detached from the royal maiine ; — but the great 
obstacle is, that the French ofBcera (tliough tiiey wo^ld gladly think me 
in disgrace) are stung to the soul, and cannot look at me here but mth 
rival eyes, their cabals are so high and dangerous that the minister really 
cannot, and dare not do what he wislies. .He has, however, authorised 
M. de Ck/mmont to purchase a ship to my liking, if to be found in any 
private dock or yard in France. 

" What the result of this may be I know not, but I hope it will set me, 
before the spring, once more afloat. 

" It has been to me a most unfortunate connexion, and has, I fear, 
created ine some enemies through jealousy, and because I am hound in 
honor not to publish the particulars. 

" I submit the wiiole to your discretion, with entire confidence as the 
guardian of my honor, to whom I owe the most singular obligations. 

" I shall have the honor to write you by future opportunities an account 
of what fortune attends me. Meantime, believe me, 

" I am, with real esteem and affection, 

" Dear Sir, yours," &c. 



" Brest, November Slsi, 1 778. 



" His Excellency, Abth 



" I have had the honor to receive your letter of the 16th current. It is 
my duty, and will ever afford me pleasm-e, to give every satisfactory 
iaformation in my power respecting any circumstance that regards tiie 
public interest, and my conduct as an American officer. In my letter of 
tlie Sd of June to the commissioner's, I was very particular in accounting 
for the prizes I had taken. On my way from America to Nantz, I took 
two brigs laden with fruit, fi'om Malaga, for London. The one of wliich 
you inquire arrived at Nanta, and was sold very cheap by Messrs. Mori'is 
and Williams, the captors' moiety of which was paid them in February, 
agreeable to your letter. This is all that came ivithin my knowledge ; 
but I have understood, and believe, that the latter acted in that business 
by virtue of the authority which he received fi'om the foiiner, to whom I 
made application on my arrival. Should any fai'ther account be necessaiy, 
I am always ready to give it as fai' as it lays in my power. 

" If Mr. Lee will for a moment recur to my letter to him, dated on 
board the Banger the 26th of February last, he will find no reason to 
chai'ge me with want of due respect. The handbill that was enclosed, by 
which I became accountable to those who entered to serve under my 
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aid for the regvXar payment of their wages, having beenoappi'oved 
of by the Marine Committee (as certified to me iinder their secretary's 
hand), the public feith was thereby pledged to put it in my power, else I 
should have found other means to fulfil Uiat engagement. And this 
appears to have' been Mr. Lee's opinion, when he wrote with his own hand 
S letter of credit in my favor, at Passy, the 10th of January last, now 
before me. 

"The handful of men under my command had been led through many 
dangers of storms and enemies, and, though in want of clothing' and 
money, were returned with some credit to Brest, yet when, on the 16th 
of May, I ventured to sign my first draft on the pubUc ftmds for their 
relief, agreeable to my letter of advice, my signattu'e was dishonored. 

" Neither Dr. Franklin nor Mr. Adams were acquainted with my 
engagement to the crew ; but Mr. Lee, who had been better informed, 
concurred to dishonor my draft, and left me with two hundi'ed prisonera 
of war, a number of sick and wounded, an almost naked crew, and a ship, 
after a severe engagement, in want of stores and provisions, from the 91h 
of May till the 18th of June, destitute of any public support ; yet I fonnd 
means to cure my wounded, feed my people, to refit the ship, and guai'd 
my prisoners. 

" The dishonor that had been done me was known thi'ough the Fi'ench 
fleet and elsewhere ; yet, though I was the fii^t that had appeared at 
Brest and obtained fiwm France the honors due the Amei'ican flag, I made 
no pnbhc compldnta, and only expressed my concern by letter to the 
commissioners, at the disgraceful wound which the public credit had 
suffered through me. And now I beg leave to ask Mr. Lee if I have 
deaeiTed such treatment ! 

" The wretched situation of the crew occasioned murmuring, which was 
artiiilly fomented by an officer in disgrace, who succeeded too well in 
persuading the people that I had deceived them, and that they should 
cast the whole blame upon me, as the hindrance to their receiving wages, 
prize-money, and bounties. In this agitation of their minds he obtained 
from them certificates, &c. to the commissioners in his favor, 

" These poor men were at last dragged away without clothing, having 
only received at Brest eight or nine crowns each, as prize money, the 
moment of their departure, and not being allowed lime to lay out that 
trifle, and imprecating general curses on the public service, public agents, 
and all concerned. 

" This is not the way to establish, a navy. Congress has made laws 
for its internal government, and appointed the ofEceis alone as magistrates 
to put them into execution. The standing order of the Maiine Committee 
has been to preserve atiict diacipUne in the fleet, and all applications of 
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complaint, either against individuala oi' numbers, they liave rejected 
wiflioTit answer. It not l)eing, as ttey have told me, tJie province of tlie 
civil power to JEtei-fere in the interna! government of ships of war. And 
yoti may now see, that lisimdng to the people of the Jtanger, instead of 
doing good, has destroyed even the shadow o,f subtyrdirmiitm. 

" Mr. Amiel has told me that you objected to my receiving copies of 
some papers that concera me, hecauae you thought I had not made a 
respectful application. A copy of it is enclosed, whidi, though not in 
form of an humble petititm, I believe it will be difficult to eonati'ue into 
disrespect, Ti'ue I'espect can never he extorted ; aiid I will say of myself, 
tbat 

Bs duo. 



" I shall only add, that the dishonor of my bill of exchange has not 
only served to coiTofaorate the ungrateful misrepresentations of Lieut. 
Simpson, but also occasioned the infamous attachment of the Ranger's 
prizes, for the provisions previously furnished by M. Bei'solle. 

" I thank you, sir, for your polite a,ttentions while I was at Paiis last 
winter, which I received as a proof of your good opinion, and which I 
have not since forfeited- by any misconduct. 

" The appai'ent mystery of my present situation cannot he imputed to 
me as a fault, or if it ia, I am responsible to Congress. I have 
endeavored, in my nairow walk, to pursue a steady line of duty, wishing 
to ofiend none, 

" I have the honor to be, 

" "VVitb due respect, Sir, joui-s," &c. 



" Versailles, February ilh, 1W9. 
"JoHW P. JowES, Esq., Commander of) 
the American Navy in Europe. J 
"Sir, 
" I announce to you, that, in consequence of the exposition which I 
have laid before the king, of the distinguished manner in which you have 
served the United States, and of the entire confidence which yom' conduct 
Las merited on the part of Congi'ess, his majesty has thought proper to 
place under your u>mm'wid the ship Duras, of forty guns, at present at 
L'Orient. I am about, m consequence, to issue the necessary ordera for 
the complete armament of the said ship. The commission which was 
^ven you at your dopMtuie &om America, will authorise yon to hoist the 
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flag of the United States, and you will likewise serve yourself ivith tlie 
powers which have been remitted to you to foiin your equipage with 
American subjects; but aa you may find too much difficulty in raising a 
sufficient number, the ting pemiils you to levy volunteers until you obtain 
a sufficient number, exclusive of those who ai'e necessary to manteuvte the 
ship. It shall be my care to procure you the necessary officers, and you 
may assure yourself that I shall contiibute everything in my power to 
promote the success of your enterprise. 

" As soon as you are prepared for sea, you will set sail vrithout waiting 
for any ulterior orders ; mid you will determine youi'self the comse you 
are to take, whether in the European or American seas, observing dways 
to render me an exact account of each event that may take place duiiig 
your ci-uize, as often as you may enter the ports under the dominion of 



" So flattering a mark of the confidence with which you aj 
cannot but encourage you to use all your zeal in the common cause, 
persuaded, as I am, that you will justify my opinion on -every occasion. 
It only rests with me to recommend to you to show to those prisoneia 
who may tall into your hands, those sentiments of humanity which the 
king professes towards his enemies, and to take the greatest cai'C not only 
of your own equipage, but ako of all the ships which may be placed under 
your orders. 

" I have the honor to he, most pei-fectly, Sir, 

" Your very humble and very obedient servant, 

" P.S. According to your desire, Sir, I consent that the Duraa takes the 
name of the Bon Homme Richard." 



"Passij,Feh. 6th, 1779. 
" M. de Sartike, Minister of Marine, Versailles. 
" My Lobd, 

" I have had the honor to receive your exceDency's letter dated tie 1st, 
by the hands of Mr. Gamier. I take the earliest opportunity to offer you 
my sincere and grateful thanks for so singula and honorable a mark of 
your confidence and approbation. 

" It shall be my duty to represent in the strongest terms to Congress, 
the generous and voluntary resolution which their great ally, the protector 
of the rights of human nature, and the best of kings, has taken to 
promotB the honor of their flag, and I beseech you to assure his Majesty 
that my heart is impressed with the deepest sense of the obhgation which 
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I owe iis condescending favor and good opinion, and which it shall be 
my highest ambition to merit, by I'endeiing eveiy service in my power 
to the common cause ; I cannot enaui 
desei've it, 

" 1 beg leave to assure your Excellency, that I will C! 
your present as well aa future instructions, and that I will communicate to 
you from time to time a faithful account of my proceedings. 

" I will aviiil myself of ttio authority which you h 
French volunteers to serve as marines, as I feai- th' 
found a sufScient number of American seamen, 

" It has always been my custom to treat my p 
hospitality and kindness, and you may be assured that I shall ever take 
pleasure in promoting the happinss of every person under my command. 

" Your having permitted me to alter the name* of the ship has given 
me a pleasing opportunity of paying a well merited compliment to a gi'eat 
and good man to whom I am imder obhgations, and who honoK me with 
Lis frieaiWiip. 

"I am in the fulness and grateful affection of my heart, and with 
perfect esteem and respect, 

" My Lord, 

" Youis, &c." 



'e given me to ; 
e may not be e; 



pie and prisoners with 



*' Paris, April 21, ITYO, 
" Captain John Paul Jones, Commander, && 

" Yom' obliging letter, my dear Sir, is just coming into my hands, aa 
I was myself going to write you by M. de Chaumont, who is determined 

* It ia a faol not generally known, that iho kta John Paul Jonea, at the lime lha» 
he was attempting to fit out a amall squadron duiing the late war ia one of the ports 
of France to cruize on the coast of England, was much delayed by neglects and 
disappointments from the Court that had nearly frnstrated his platis. Chance one 
day threw into his hands an old almanac, oonlaining Foor EicAar^s Maxims, by 
Doctor Fratiklin. In that curious assemblage of useful instruction a man is advisad, 
" if he wishes to have any busipeas faithfully and eipedilioualy performed, to go on 
it himself 1 otherwise, to send." Jones was immediately struck, upon reading this 
maxim, with the unpropiiety of his past conduct in only sending letters and 
messages to Court when he ought to have gone in person. He instantly set oat, and 
by dint of personal representations, procured the immediate equipment of the 
squadron, which afterwards spread terror along the eastern coast of England, and 
with which he so gloriously captured the Serapis and Countess of Scarborough, 
British ships-of-war returning from the Baltic. In gratitude to Dr. Frnnlilin's maxim 
he named the principal ship of his squadron after the name of the pretended almanac 
maker, "Le Bon Homme Eiehard," 
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to undei-take a jouniey to L'Orient : — ^I think you are extremely right in 
y such guns as would expose your reputation, the lives of your 
en the honor of your flag ; it ia not without concern that I 
hear of cannon heing promised to any other people but you, and I hope 
these difficulties shall be raised by lie ministiy. I am just going to add 
some lines to M. de Chaumont that he might take proper orders (if any 
forgotten) along with him. The expedition I want to have soon done, 
because my speedy retm'n' about the middle of the summei' is somewhat 
useful to the common cause and to the American afiairs ; 1 therefore hope 
evefjthmg will he ready towards the Tth of the next month, and I intend 
to arrive about that time. I am veiy happy to hear that the Monsieur 
will be with us, we shall also get the Alliance, but, I think, we must not 
if possible put ti'oops on hoaid of her, because there woiild be disputes 
between the land officers and Capt. Land^. Don't you think, my deai- 
Sir, we might have them divided in this way ; 

"On board the Son ITomme Richard 50 dragoons and 

150 soldiers, 200 

" On hoard tie JlfonsMwr, 300 

" On hoard the Pallas, the artillery and , . . 150 

" If you don't hke it, you might have 150 men onboard of the j4/?jffl»M, 
but I fear disputes. 

" M. de Chaumont will make the little arrangements for the table of 
the officers, &c. ; hut I direct him to talce your ideas, and I don't wish 
anything but what will seem to you the best calctdat«d for the common 
good and your own agreement. 

" I will have with me a colonel, a major, three volunteering officers, 
and an engineer i two of the yoruig officers may go with another ship to 
avoid the crowd. 

" Though this command is not equal to my mihtaiy rank, the love of 
the pnUic cause made me very happy to take it ; and as this motive ia 
the only one which conducts all my private and public actions, I am sure 
m find in you the same zeal, and we shall do as much and more than 
any others would perform in the same situation. Be certain, my dear 
Sir, that I'll be happy to divide with you whatever share of gloiy may 
expect us, and that my esteem and affection for you is truly felt, and will 
last for ever. 

" I am, my dear Sir, with a sincere regard, 

"Lasatette. 
" I intend al?o to take Dr. Bancroft with us, but as I am obliged ia 
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leave many good offieera to whom I am iadebted, Fd rather wish the Irish 
gentleman might not come, imless you have a very patliculai' affection for 
him, in which ease I have n 



'■L'Orient, May 1,1779. 
" lEs Excellency M. De Sahti^ib, &c. 
"My Lohd, 
" I have this day had the honor U> receive fi'om the hands of M. de 
Chaumont your Escellency'a letter' of 2Ytli iilt. This unsohcited mark of 
his Majesty's conMence and favor lays me under the deei^eat and most 
lasting obhgation the sense whereof I bh\ll fully retain to the last hour 
of my hfe 

If I h<ne anj alihties thev shall be exerted to the utmjst m the 
employment of the fuice entrusted to my command an\ I hope my 
coBdn^-t will at least deserve success 

I am pertiuaded that no miaundeistanchn^ will 
other* tommander and myself letause we 1 ad 
theiefDie it only lemams thit I letuiu y E 
grateful tiianls for you pohte -md kiid atf t 
assure the best of kmgs that I will iaitlifull com n n i 
account of the gfeat honor done in France t th Am 

" T am, and shall always be, with 8 ntim nt i teful 
and respect, and the highest ambition to mont the <, tu uii 

" My Lord ie 

J P T 



bttwcen the 
eath other 



hmg you to 
to Congress an 



"L'Orient, May 1, 1779. 
" Major General De La Fayette, 

"I have, my dear Mai'qnis, this day had the singular pleasure of 
receiving your very esteemed letter by the hands of M. de Chanmont ; so 
flattering and affectionate a proof of your esteem and friendship has made 
an impression on my mind that will attend me while I live. This I hope 
to prove by moi-e than words. Where men of fine feehngs are concei'ned 
there is seldom misunderstanding ; and I am sure I should do violence to 
my sensibility if I were capable of giving you a moment's pain by any 
part) of my conduct. Therefore, without any apology, I shall expect you 
lo point out my error's when we are together alone with perfec 
and I think I dai'e promiso you your reproof shall not be lost. 

» The Maiquia de Lafayello. 
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" M. de Chaiimont is now endeavoring to settle matters with respect to 
the cannon. I hope he will succeed, and if so, the Bon homme iiiehard 
may soon he got ready. I could say more with respect to tlie accommoda- 
tion of the men. I hope no difficulty will aiise, for she can carry 350 or 
400, should there he occasion. 

" I have received from the good Dr. Franldin instructions at large 
which do honor to his hheral mind, and which it wUl give me the ti'uest 
satisfactjon to execute. 

" I cannot ensure success, but will endeavor to deserve it. 

" With sincere esteem and affection of my teart, and with the ti'uest 
regard and respect, I am always, 

" Tours, &<i." 

" L'Oi-ienl, May 1, 17T9. 
" Hjs Excellency Bbnjamin Fbanklis. 
"Honored and Dbar Sir, 

" The letter I had the honor to receive from you to-day, together with 
your Uberal and noble minded instructions, would make a coward brave. 
You have called up eveiy sentiment of pubhe ^Titue in my breast, and it 
shall he my pride and ambition, in the strict pursuit of yonr instructions, 
to deseiTe success, 

" Be assured that very few pi-ospecta could afford me so ti-ue a satisfac- 
tion as that of rendering some acceptable service to the common 
cause, and at the same time relieving from captivity (by furnishing the 
means of exchange,) our unfortunate fellow snbjects fcom the hands of 
the enemy. 

" It only remsuns for me to return your excellency my thanks for past 
instances of your friendship, especially in the last of your pai'ticular 



"I am, and shall be to the end of my life, with the most affectionate 
esteem and respect, 

" Honored and Dear Sir, Youre." 



" L'Orient, May 13th, iTId. 
" The Hon. John Adams, on board the Alliance. 

"SlE, 

" You will confer on me a singulai' ohligataon by fevoring me with your 
opinion and advice, respecting the unhappy misunderetanding which, I am 
told, prevails on board the Alliance. I ask your advice because, though 
I am determined to preserve order and discipline where I command, yet I 
wish to reprove with moderation, and. never to punish while there remains 
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a good alternative. It appears tliat there is fenlt at least in one of the 
parfjea, and I wish much to know where the fiiult hes, for without 
harmony and general good will among the officers I cannot proceed with 
a good prospect. I heseech you to fiivor me with an answer as soon as 
possible. W]ien I hare the honor of seeing you ashore I will put into 
your hands a letter which I have received ; in the meau time, if you 
require it, I will promise to keep yom- answer a secret. 

" I have the honor (o be, with sentiments of gi'cat respect, 
" Sir, your very obliged, very obedient, 

" Humble servant." 



" Fassi/, May 9th, 17V9. 



imuiiicatcd to the mai-qnis what 
more commissions, which I have 
difficult to revoke commisaons once 
French officers retaining 
if giving them is past ; I 
conclusion might be better thus, ' to 



" Hon. JoHH Paul Jowes. 
"Dear Sir, 
"I received yam's of the llth, and 
related to him. I send you 
found since yoiu' departnre. 
^ven, and there might be som 
those commissions unrevoked, i 
therefore am of opinion that 
continue in force during the expedition, or expeditions, intended imder the 
cominand of the honorable J. P. Jones, Esq.' By this means they will 
continue if you should make more expeditions, and become void of 
tliemaelves when (he foiw is dissolved, and the French ships are withdrawn 
iiom under yoiu' cominand. 

" I am soriy for, and ashamed of the divisions on boai'd the Alliance. 
I hope these commissions will enable you to compose them, I do not 
know enough of the navy law to judge of the propriety of yoru' giwng 
comnusaiona to lieutenants, and therefore can give no opinion about it. I 
send you all the wairants I liave ; will they not serve instead of 
commissions, till such can be obtained ? My best wishes attend you, 
being ever, 

" Dear Sir, 

" Your faithful friend, and most 

" Obedient humble servant, 

"B. Franklik," 



" The Hon. John Paul Jones. 
" Dear Sib, 
" I dare sav you will be verv ^ 



'' Paris, May 22d, 1779. 



V to liear that the Idng's dispositioi 
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eouceming our plan have been qiiite altered, and that instead of meeting 
f on I am now going to take ibe command of the king's regiment at Jainta, 
What will be further determined about your squadron is yet uncertain, 
and the ministera «« to consult it with Dr. Franklin. Political and 
military reasons have occasioned that alteration of things, and I am only 
to tell you, my good friend, how sorry I feel not to be a witiiesa of your 
success, abihties, and glory, I hope eveiything will ha altered for the 
best, and the more calculated for the common advantage. Be convinced, 
sir, that nothing could please me more than the pleasure of having again 
something of fJie kind to undertake with such an officer as Capt, Jones. 
That occasion I shall ever wish for, and I will, I hope, find before the end 
of this war. 

" With the sincerest affection and esteem, 

" I am, dear Sir, yours, 

" Lafayette. 

"P.S. Whatever pai't of tlie world you will be in I hope you will let 
me often hear from you.'' 

" I reec^nize this as a tme copy.- — Lafayettk. 
" City of Washington, Febraat-y, 1825." 



"Extracts of letters from, the secret correspondence of Ms Excellency, 

Benjamin Pbanklin, Minister Plenipotentiary of the "United States 

to the court of Versailles. 

" Passy, May 2eth, lV79. 
"To the Committee for Foreign Affairs. 
" Gentlemen, 

"The Maiquis de la Fayette, who arrived here on tlic 11th of February, 
brought me youw of October 28th, and the new commission, credentials, 
and instructions the Congress have honored me with. 

" I immediately acquainted the minister for foreign affdi's with my 
appointment, and communicated to him, bs usual, a copy of my oi'edential 
letter, on which a day was named for my reception. The end of that pait 
of the instructions which relates to American seamen taken by the French 
in EngUsh sbifs, had already been obtained ; Capt Jones having had for 
some time an order &om court, directed to the keepers of the prisoners, 
requiring them to deliver to him such Americans as should he found in 
their hands, that they might be at hberty to serve under his command. 
Most of them have accoi'dingly been dehvered to him, if not all. The 
minister of marine having entertMned a high opinion of him fiom his 
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conduct and bravery ja taking the Dmke, was deaiiTDus of employing liim 
in tlie command of a particular entei'prise ; and, to that end, requested ns 
to spare him, which we did, and sent the Hanger home, under the 
command of his lieutenant. Various acradents have hitherto postponed 
his equipment, but he now has the command of a 60 gnu sjiip, with some 
frigates, all under American commission and colors, fitted out at the king's 
expense, and will sail, it is said, about the lat of Jime. The Marquis de 
la Fayette was, with some land troops, to have gone with him ; but I now 
understand the Marquis is not to go, the plan being a little changed. The 
minister of marine requesting that the Alliance might be added to Com, 
Jones's little squadi'on, and offering to ^ve a passage to Mr. Adama in the 
iiigate with the new ambassador, I thought it best to continue her a little 
longer in Europe, hoping she may, in the projected cruiae, by her extm- 
ordinary swiftness, be a means of taking piisoneis enough to redeem the 
rest of our countrymen now in the English gaols. With ibis view, as well 
as to oblige the minister, I oidered her to join Capt. Jones at L'Orient, 
and obey his ordew, where she now is accordingly." 



Prom M. Lb Rat db Chahmont, dated 

'^L'Orient, June lOth, 1119. 

" M, de Chaumont presents his respects to Mr. Jones, and infomis him 
that eveiything is on boai'd except the powder, whioia will require only 
two hours, when he may set sail with a fevorable wind. 

"M. de Oliaumont informs at the same time Mr. Jones, that he will 
have papers to sign before his departure, for the sundry ai'ticlea which the 
king hie furnished to his ship ; therefore M. de C. earnestly enti'eats Mr. 
Jonea not to neglect it, conaderiug the immense expenses which the vessels 
in the port have occasioned to the king. 

" M. de Chaumont reminds Mr. Jones, that M. de Saitine has left to him 
and to M. Landais the choice of two excellent Ameiicaii pilots, to be 
embarked on boai'd the king's frigate La Sensible. 

" M. de Chaumont thinks it his duty to remind Mr. Jones of a commu- 
nication he has made to him against M, Amiel, his fimt heutenant, from 
which it appeal's that, in case Mr, Jones should be so unfortunate as to be 
killed in battle, it would be improper to leave the command of the king's 
ship to M, Amiel, who do«a not seem to deserve so much confidence, by 
his conduct when commanding ike ship the Eanger. 

" M. de Chaumont, in addition to the preceding observations, suggests 
that Mr. Jones's crew, being for the most part composed of Englishmen, 
which M. Amiel had recvuitod in the prisons, cannot be kept in subjection 
but by the coi'ps of Fi'enoh volunteers which is on board the Bon homme 
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Eichard, and that it would be desirable these volunteers should be com- 
manded by officers of their own nation, well skiEed in the art of war, and 
provided with aufEcient recommendationa to justify tlie choice which will 
be made of them. 

" M. de Chaiimont has the honor,'' &o. 

" L' Orient, June Utk, 1119. 
" Ml'. JoriES, Commander of tKe Ship ) 
Bon homme Richard. i 

"Sir, 
" The situation of the officeis who have accepted comraiesions from 
Congress to join the armament of the ship Bon homme Bichard, which 
you command, may be in contradiction with the interests of their own 
ships J this induce me to request you to enter info an engagement with 
me, that you shall not require &om the said vessels any services but such 
as will be confiDrmable with the orders which those officers shall have, and 
that in no case you shall require any changes to be made in the foimation 
of their crews, which, as well the vessels themselves as their arraamenls, 
shall be entirely at .the disposition of the commandants of the said vessels, 
who shall he answerable to those who have aimed them. I also beg you 
to agree, that all the piizea which shall be made, be addressed to such 
consignees as I shall point out, for the preservation of the interests of all 
the concerned. 

" I have the honor, &c. 

" Le EaY D13 CiiAUMONT." 

"Pawy, Jwne SO, Ill9. 
" Mh. Jones, Commander of the Ship 
Bon homme Richard. 

"Sib, 
"I have the honor of wishing you' iiiucli success in your now cniize. 
Should you make any prises, and take them to Bergen in Norway, I beg 
you to send them to the Fi'ench Consul, if there be one ; if there be none, 
then to the principal French Agent to account to me for the same. And 
such as you send to Ostend or Dunkirk, you will consign to M. Cailliez, 
senior, merchant at Dunkirk, who will account for them to me ; and you 
may rest assured, that tlie interests of all those who may have a share in 
mch piizes will be attended to in a proper manner. 

" I have the honor, &c. 

"Lk Ray ns Chaumokt." 
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"Panay, June 30, 1779. 






"Dear Sik, 
" Being arrived at Groax, you ai'e to make the licst of your way with 
the vessela under your command to the west of Ireland, and establish your 
crnize on the Oi'CadeS, tile Cape of Demeiis, and the Dogger Bank, in 
order to take the enemy's property in those seas. 

" The prizes you may make, send to Dunkirk, Ostend, or Bergen in 
Norway, according to your proximity to either of those ports. Address 
them to the peraons M. de Chaumont shall indicate to you. 

" About the 15th of August, wlfen you will have sufficiently cmized in 
theee seas, you are to make route for the Tesel, where you will meet my 
further ordeis. 

" K by any personal acddent you should be rendered unahle to execute 
these instructions, the officer of your squadron next in rank is to 
endeavor U> put them into execution. 

" With best wishes for your prosperity, I am ever, 
" Dear Sir, 

"Your aftectionate friend and humble servant, 

B. Franklin. 



"Ore loard the Bon komme Richard, at anchor, ) 
Isle of Choaix, off DOrient, July 1, 1779. j 
"Ilis Excellency Benjamin Franklin. 
" Honored and Deab Sir, 

"On the 19th ult., the American squadron under my command, 
consisting of the Bon homme Eiehai'd 42 guns, Alliance 36 guns, Pallas 
30 guns, Cerf 18 guns, and the Vengeance 12 guns, sailed fram hence 
with a convoy of merchant ships and transports with troops, &c. bound to 
the different porta and gai'risons between this place and Bourdeaux. 

"On the evening of the following day, I had the satisfaction to see the 
latter part of the convoy safe within the entrance of the river of 
Bourdeaux, the rest having been safely eacoiled into the entrance of 
Nantz, Rochefort, &c But at the preceding midnight, while lying-to off 
Isle of Vew, the Bon homme Richard and AUianee got foul of one 
another, and canied away the head and cut-water, sprit-sful yai'd and jib- 
boom of the former, with the mizen-mast of the latter; fortunately, 
however, neither received damage in the hull. In the evening of the 2lBt, 
I sent the Cerf to reconnoitre two sail, and Capt. Varage was so ardent in 
the pursuit, that he had lost sight of the squadron next morning ; and I 
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am now told, that he had a warm engagement witi, one of them, a sloop 
of 14 guns which, he took, but was ohliged to abandon ob the approach 
of another enemy of superior force. The action lasted aii hour and a 
half; several men were killed and wounded on board the Ceif. That 
cutter is now fitting at L'Orient. 

" On the 23d we had a rencontre with three ships-of-war. They were 
to windward, and bore down in a line abreast for some time, bwt seeing 
we were prepared to recdve them they hauled their wind, and by 
carrying a press of sail got dear in spita of our utmost endeavors to bring 
them to acfion. On the 26tli we lost company of the Alliance and PallHS. 
I am unable to say where the blame lays. I gave the ships a rendezvous 
off Penm ark-rocks, but did not meet them there. 

" I anchored here yesterday at noon, having had a I'encontre the 
night before with two of tbe enemy's shipa-flf-war in the offing, in the 
sight of this island and of Belle Isle. Pi-evious to this, I had given the 
Vengeance leave to make the beat of her way to this road, so that the 
enemy found me alone in a place where I had no expectation of a hostile 
visit. They appeared at first earnest to engage, hut their course failed, 
and they fied with precipitation, and to my mortification outsailed the 
Bon homme Richard, and got clear. 1 had, however, a flattei'ing 
proof of the martial spirit of my ci'ew, and I am confident that, had I 
been able to get between the two, which was my intention, we should 
have beaten them both together, 

"In the course of this short ei'uize I have endeavored to meet the views 
of the king. I have traversed the Golf de Gasoogne over and over ; I 
have fallen in with and chased various vessels. 

" I am ready to enter with oheerfulaeaa upon any plan or service that 
is consonant with the common interest, and meets with your approbation ; 
and if I feil, it shall not be for want of attempting to succeed where an 
opportunity appears. 

" I am, with sentiments of grateful esteem and affection, 

" Dear Sir, yours, Ac 

"P. S. — Please give the above information to M. do Sartine and M. de 
Ohaumont" 



"Fass'j, July 8, 17^9. 
" Honorable J. P. Jones. 
" Dear Sib, 
" I received your favors of the 2d and 4th inst. I am soiTy for the 
accidents that have obliged your little squadron to I'eturn and refit ; but 
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Lope all may be for tlie best. Some days since, M. Chaumont handed to 
me the substance of a letter in FreJioli, wbiob contained heada of the 
instructions that M. de Sarfine wished me to give you, I bad them 
translated and put into the form of a letter to you, which I signed and 
gave back to M. C. who, I suppose, has sent it to yon. I have no other 
orders to ^ve ; for, as the Court is at the chief expense, I think they 
have the best right to direct. I observe what you write about a change 
of the destination; but when a thing has been once considered and 
determined on in council they do not care to r^ume the conaideration of 
it, having much business on hand, and there is not now time to oht^n a 
lecoiaideration. 

" It baa been hinted to me that the intention of ordering your cruize to 
finish at the Texel, is with a view of getting out tliat ship ; but this 
should be kept a seci'et. I can say notiiing about Capt. Laudajs' prize. 
I suppose the roinister has an account of it, but I have heard nothing 
from him about it. K he I'eclaims it on account of his passport, we must 
then consider what is to be done. I approve of the careenage proposed 
for the Alliance as a thing necessary. As she is said to be a remarkaUo 
swift sailer, I should hope you might by her means take some privateers 
and a number of prisoners, so as to continue the cartel, and redeem all 
our poor countrymen, 

" My b^t wishes attend you, being ever, with great esteem, 
" Dear Sir, 

" Youi' affectionate friend, and most obedient servant, 



" P. S. — If it should fall in youi' way, remember that the Iliidson's Bay 



■e very valuable, 



Extract to Dr. Franklin, 



^^VOrwnt, July 12, 1779. 

" I have inspected the Bon hommo Eichai'd, and it is the constructor's 

opinion that the ship k too old to admit of the necessary alterations. 

Thus circumstanced I wish to have an opportunity of attemptmg an 

essential service to render nlyself worthy a better and faster sailing 
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''L'Orient, July 26, IVTO. 
"ITis Excellency Benjamin Pkanklik. 
" Dear Sir, 
"I have received advice that the Jamaica fleet will sail homewards, 
escorted by a fifty gun ship and two strong frigates. Should we fall in 
with that force we will certainly engage and, I hope, overcome it We 
shall probably be so raucli cut up aa to be uuable to prevent the escape of 
the convoy. If the ship Monsieur could be added to my force, it would g^ve 
us a superiority, and perhaps enable us to take and destroy the Jamaica fleet, 
I submit this idea, however, to your superior wisdom. 

"I have the honor, &c." 

"Passy, July 28, lT79. 
" Hon. Oapt. Jones. 
"Dear Sir, 
" I have just received yows of the 25th. I was yesterday with M. do 
Sartine at Vei'sailies, who appeared uneasy at some accounts he had 
received of a mutinous disposition in your crew. He desired me to 
acquaint M. de Chaumont tliat he wished to see him that evening. This 
morning M. de Chaumont sent me a note of which I enclose a copy ; I 
nndeiBtand he goes down with a view to provide you a better set of hands. 
You must have heard that 119 American prisonei'S ai'e arrived in a cartel 
at Nantos ; perhaps out of them you may pick some very good seamen. 
But if this affair should be likely to take time, the Allianoe will have my 
qjrders to make a cruiae alone, agreeable to the minister's desii'e. But I 
hope the reports of your crew are not founded, and that your joint cnjize 
will still take place, and be successful, 

"I have the honor to be, with sincere esteem, 
" Dear Sir, 

" Your most obedient and mast humble servant, 

" Benjamin Feabkt.iit." 

"The Honorable John P. Jones, commander-in-chief of the American 
ships-of-war, now in Europe. 

" To , 

" You are hereby directed and required forthwith, to hold yoiu'.'iolf in 
readiness to proceed in company witli me to sea. You are to show 
cai'eful attention to every signsi that shall be made on hoard here for your 
government, as well as to all future ordere that you may from time to 
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time receive from me. To prevent separation or surprise, you are to 
endeavor always to keep in. your station ; aud yon are never to chase so 
as to lose company with the squadron. I place great dependance on your 
zeal for the honor of the American- flag, and the interests of our common 
cause, as well as your abilities and inclination to support me in my duty ; 
which, I hope, you will very soon have occasion to manifest, so as to 
afford me the supreme pleasure of rendering justice to your merit in the 
account which I shall faithfully transmit hoiii to our great ally, his Most 
Christian Majesty, and to the Senate of America. Should you unfor- 
tunately be separated from the Bon homme Kicliard, you are to open the 
letter of rendem-ous No. 1, and to proceed to that place as soon as 
possible, but if the squadi'on has previously passed that place, you are to 
open the letter Ko, 2 ; and shoiild you he taken, or in great danger of 
being taken, you ai'e to burn, or otherwise effectually desti'oy tlie letters 
of rendezvous. For all which, this shall be your order. 

"Given on board the American ship-of-war, the Eon homme 
Eichard, at anchor in the road of Groaix, August 10, 1779." 



"On. board the Bon homme Richard, at anclior) 
in the road of Qroaix, August 11, 1779. f 
" His Esoellency M. Db Sartine. 
" My Lord, 
" The moment I returned from the late cruize to this iiaad, I wrote the 
history of my proceedings to his Excellency Dr. Fraiiklin, and requited 
him to communicate tie whole iM you. I have also rendered him an 
exact account of everything that has aflected this ship, and every other 
vessel under my command while at L'Orient : all which, I conclude, has 
been submitted to your inspection. I am now, however, aoriy tliat I did 
not address letters to your Excellency on the same subject, especially as 
Dr. Franklin has lately acquainted me that you were uneasy at some 
accounts of a mutinous disposition in my crew. I did not at the 
be^nning advise it as a prudent measure to take on board so great a 
proportion of English seamen. But M. da Chaumont can inform you that 
he thought it expedient, and that it would be attended with no risque 
after the embarkation of the troops under the orders of the Marquis de la 
Fayette. When that expedition was Md aside, and I was forbidden to 
enlist French seamen, I had no means to replace the English, and they 
remained on board from necessity, not fi'om choice. When they saw that 
I had observed their mutinous disposition, and taken measui'es to prevent 
its bad consequences, I must do them the justice to say that they 
lie martial spirit when, being alone in this ship off Belle 
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Isle ill tlie evening of tlie 29tli of June, I met with and chased two laige 
ftigates that were in company, and dwst not wmt for our approach, 
but fled notwithstanding their great superiority both in force and sailing. 

" I have the satisfaction to aaaure your Excellency that this second 
journey of M. de Chaumont was alh^tter unnecessary; as I had, 
tefore hia arrival at L'Orient, sent offlceiB to Nantes to enlist Americans, 
and had also enlisted as many of the stranger as were wilhng to emhark 
at L'Orient. My crew now in this ship consists of 380 officers, men, and 
hoys, inclusive of 137 marine soldiers. 

" I expect to sail this evening or to-mon'ow morning, and, I hope, the 
Monsienr will go in company, I have also reason to expect the General 
Mifflin , having sent the Vengeance to Belle Isle with a letter to the 
captain of the privateer to invite him to join tiiis httle squadron. When 
I depart I hope to he able to do my duty, thereby to testify to his Majesty 
and to your Excellency the high sense which I shall ever entertain of the 
honorable attentions which have been shown lowai'ds me in France, and 
to prevent fiiture misrepresentations, I will myself transmit to your 
Excellency, from time to time, an acconnt of my proceedings and 
situation. 

" I am with the highest sentiments of esteem and respect^ 
" My Lord, 



B very obliged, 
" very obedient, 

" and most humble servant. 

" N. B. — I have seen with surprise various letters in the hands of persons 
here, on the subject of my deatination ! " 

"Skip Son homme Ricliard, at anclior in the 1 
Boad of Groaix, August 13, 1779, ] 

"The Hon, Major General, the Mai'ijuis de 
LArATBTTB, at Havre de Grace. 
" Although, my dear Marqnis, I have not lately written to you, yet 
there is no man for whom I enteitain a gieater share of esteem and 
respect. By what I have felt myself smce our expedition was laid aside, 
I can easily imagine how much concern it has ^ven you ; and I assure 
you that I have met with few disappomtmenta that have equally affected 
my sensibility and my health A? the olgect of onr expedition was 
imprudently communicated to almost eveiy person who should have 
been concerned in it, as well as to others who would not have been actors, 
I had determined, for some time before I had the honor to I'cceive 
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your last letter, to propose to you another project when we met at 
L'Orient, which I am persuaded you would have adopted, and com- 
municated to no person until we had been ready the next hour to put it 
into execution. 

"I am highly honored by yonr expressing hopes that such an expedition 
between us will yet take place in the course of this war. I wdently join 
you in that wish, and assure you that few prospects could afford me equal 
pleasui'e, or move entirely gi'atify my ambition. I will write to you, my 
dear Marquis, and communicate my thoughts when the subject is of 
consequence," ^'eeable to the within dictionary. I expect to sail this 
evening, and you will perhaps hear of me soon. I was happy in the 
acquaintance of your two Aids-de-Camp ; and I thank you, with reason, 
that I now have the company and assistance of Messrs. Weibert and 
Chamillard, 

" I am happy in being imiked among the number of your friends, and 
shall ever endeavor to merit your regard, being always, my dear Mai'quis, 
" Your most obliged, 

" and very obedient, 
"humble servant. 



" Washington City, February 1825. 
remembrance, 

" Lafayette." 



"Skip Bon komme Hichardf at anchor in 1 
the Hoad of Groaix, August 13, ITTS. j 
"His Excellency Benjamin Frahklik, 
"Honored anb Dear Sih, 

" It is but tliis moment that the Court Mai'tial has finished the aSair of 
the Bon homme Richai'd and the Alliance on account of their having mn 
foul of each other. I enclose you the result of the proceedings of that 
court, which being the only one of consequence, it is utmecessary to trouble 
you with bundles of papers where the conclusions have only amounted to 
whipping, which has been executed. 

" The within paper respecting the prize-money of this little squadron is 
submitted to your regulations, and from the enclosed paper, addressed to 
me by the captain and officers of the Vengeance, I am persuaded that you 
will ttiink it nnreaaonable that he (the captain), should share equally with 
Captain Landds, or the captain of the Pallas, — and not rather that each 
ship and vessel should first share in proportion to the niunber and calibre 
of her guns, and the number of her men ; — and that fhey should afterwm^ 
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(Mvide their respective shares by the laws of their tiag, or otherwise to 
their mutual satisfaction. The within state of the force of each ship and 
vessel, will be useful in forming jonr decisions. 

" M. de Chaumont has made an useless journey here, as I had taken all 
the necessary measures to engage the men that were wanting before his 
appeai'ance, even at Nantes. I am, however, much obliged to him and to 
the minister for that attention, as well as for all former iavors. I shall 
certajniy sail to-morrow at daybreak, and I hope shortly to find opportu- 
nities to testify my gratitude to our great and good ally, for the honor 
which he has confen'ed on the American flag, and on myself. The 
enclosed dictionary will be useful, when I write to you on partdcnlar 
aubjeeta. This httle squadron appears to he unanimous, and, if that good 
nndeiBtanding continues, we are able to perform essential service. I look 
foiTvard with pleasing expectation, and an ardent desire to merit your 
friendship, and that of America, being ever, witJi the highest esteem and 
respect, 

" Daar Sir, 

" The most obliged of 

" Yoiu' obedient servants," 

" Ship Bon homme Hithard, at sea off ) 
TTshant, Augn&t I8tk, 1Y79. \ 
"M. Le Kay de Chaumobt. 

" I have, my friend, the honor to forward this letter by our prize ship 
die Verwagting, boimd from Barcelona to Dunkirk with a cai^o of wine 
and brandy, and several cases of silks, &c 

" This piTze was taken eiglit days ago, by the privateer hiig Eagle, 
belon^ng to Poole, in England, and is therefore a lawful prize to the flag 
of the United States. 

" We have met several other vessels, neutral property, but have 
learned no news except by one, a Porfnguese snow, yesterday, that the 
English tleet had put back to Portsmonth, and that tlie snow passed 
thi'ough the Fi'ench and Spanish fleet in number 114 ships, steering 
H.N.Et fifteen leagues south from Lizard. You nill please to communi- 
cate this, with my respects to the minister, and to Dr. Franklin. 
"I have the honor to be, 

" with great esteem and respect, your obliged 

" friend and humble servant 

" P.S. I enclose you a paper which the commander of the Monsieur has 
j^ven, contrary to my orders, and withont my knowledge or consent, to 
the peraon whom he appointed mastflr of this prize, which w^ taken 
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under my oi'devs and in my sight, — ^yet he takes no notice of this ii 
paper, and probably was his intention to keep tlie whole as his owii 
property. He has now left the squadron, after plundering tliis prize and 
detaining me 24 hours by his lagging behind the squadron. This is && 
result of being concerned with privateera, where good faith and honor are 
generally strangers." 

" I cei-tify that the original of the preceding letter was duly received 
by my father, ft'om Com. John Paul Jonas. 

"Le Ray de Ciiaumont. 
"jVot York, December, 1824." 

" Bon homme Richard, at Sea, off the S. W. ) 
of Ireland, Augmt 2itk, Hid. f 

" M. Le Eat de Chatimoht. 

" The enclosed copies of papers will show you, my Mend, that on tha 
leth I sent in a prize ship for L'Orient, laden with brandy, &o. ; and that 
on llie 2l8t I sent also for L'Orient a prize trig, laden with Irish beef aaci - 
butter. I send this by the prize brig Fortune, boimd for England from 
Newfoundland, and laden chiefly with oil, blubber, and staves. I have 
ordered this prize for Nantz, or if circumstancea will admit, for St Malo, 
as the best market. I have sent on board the piize a man who is 
perfectly acquainted with tie co^t between Brest and St. Malo, and will, 
in consequence, I hope, elude the Jersey privateers. By the captain of 
the Mayflower I am told that there is now an encampment of 30,000 
troop in Ireland, at a place called Gonmell, about midway between 
Waterfoid and Limerick ; I do not, however, credit this report 

"I beseech you to present mj lespects to M de Sartine, and his excel- 
lency, M Fiankhn, and apologize foi my not wntmg them. It is now 
calm wken the bieeze letnins I sh'J! embiace it to proceed directly to 
my deslnialion 

"I im, with 'ientimenfs of esteem and respect, 

" \ oui ^ eiy obhged fnend and servant." 
" I ceitify that the oiiginal of the preceding was duly received by my 
iather, from Commodore J. Paul Jones, 

" Le Ray de Chaujiont. 
"AW York, December, 1IS24." 

" On hoard the Skip of War the Serapis, at anchor ) 
without the Texel, October M, 1779. f 

"M. Lb Rat de Chaumont, ii Passy. 

" The original of ^^ enclosed copy of my last letter, wi'itten on board 
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the Bon homme Eiohavd, off the S.W. coast of Ireland, the 24th of 
August, as well as the papers which preceded it, and to which it alludes, 
1 hope duly reached the hands of my fiiend M. de Chaumont, sai 
explained to hia satisfaction my conduct from the time I left Groaix until 
that date. For the full histoiy of my expedition I must beg leave to refer 
you to a letter of this date, wliich accompanies this, to his excellency, Dr. 
Pranhlin, who will, if you demand it, furnish you with a copy. 

" I wish to act a candid part towards all men, and therefore wish you 
to hare a copy of that letter, that you may see my sentiments respectmg 
the ' Concordat,' which you imposed upon me in the moment of my 
departure irom Groaix. Wbat could have inspired you with such senti- 
ments of disti'ust towards me, after (he ocular proofe of hospitality which 
I so long experienced in your house, and after the warm expressions of 
generous and unbounded friendship which I had constantly been honored 
with in your letters, exceeds my mental faculties to comprehend. I am, 
however, yet willing to ^ve you an opportunity of rendering justice to my 
character. I cannot think you are personally my enemy, I rather 
imagine that your conduct towai'ds me at L'Orient has arisen fi'om the 
base misrepresentation of some secret villany; therefore, I am, with 
unaltered sentiments of good will and affection for yourself and family, 
" ily dear friend, 

" Tom' obliged, himible servant." 

" I certify that the original of the preceding letter was duly received by 
my father. 

"Le Ray de Chaumont. 
"J^ew Torh, Decemher, 1824. 



Commodore Jones was now approaching the scene of Ina 
greatest glory, which, in other respects than the affair of the 
Serapis, woiild. have been much more complete, had the 
captains of his squadron, and particularly Landais, of the frigate 
AlHanee, cordially co-operated with him. In perusing ttie 
narrative of this cruize, which is from the pen of Jones himself, 
the reader will ohserve that he had designed to lay the town of 
Leith under contribution, which intended enterprise would in 
all probability have succeeded, had the winds not been 
adverse; and even with that hindrance, under the energetic 
direction of Commodore Jones, it might perhaps have been 
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He had prepared everything for the puipose, and 
to each vessel of his squadron its appropriate duty. 
The landing was to have been made hy Lieut. Ool. Chamillard, 
with one hundred and tlm-ty men, furnished with a white and 
a red flag, the display of the former of which was to be the 
signal that the inhabitants submitted to the terms proposed by 
the commodore ; and of the latter, that they bad I'efused. The 
display of both flags together was to indicate that the party 
undei- ChamiHai'd was compelled to reti'eat ; in which case their 
re-embartation was to have been covered by the ships of war. 
A contribution of 100,000?. sterling was to have been levied 
upon Leith, the payment of 50,000?. of which was to have been 
insisted on instantly, and hostages from among the principal 
inhabitants taken for the speedy payment of the remaining 
moiety. The undertaldng failed from the causes described by 
Jones ; but the summons written for the occasion will serve to 
show the humanity with which he proceeded, and it is therefore 
presented for perusal, together with the tei-ms of capitidation, 
both documents, in blank, having been found among the papers 
of Jones, now in possession of the author of this volume. It 
will be remarked that Commodore Jones, in this, as in every 
other instance, ascribed the severity of his operations to the 
outrage committed by the British troops in America; thus 
givmg to his actions a national, and not a vindictively personal 
complexion. It will be seen in the sequel, that Dr. Franklin 
himself justified these retaliatory measures, and almost regretted 
the mildness of the instructions which he had previously 
addi'essed to the commodore for the government of his conduct 
towards the enemy, so deeply was that venerable man affected 
by the atrocities of the EngHsh soldiers. In no particular did 
Jones transcend these instructions, but seems, in every situation, 
to have endeavored to assuage the miseries of war by the kindest 
possible treatment to his prisoners. 
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The Honorable Captain Jokes, Commander-in-Ohicf of the Ameiican 
squadron now in Europe, on board tte American ship of war the 
Bon homme Richard, at anchoi' in the Road of Leith, Septembsr the 
, IIIQ. 

" To the Worshipful the Provost of Leith, or, in his absence, to the Chief 
Magistrate who is now actually present and in authority tbere. 

"SiH, 

" ITie British maiine force that has been stationed here for the protec- 
tion of your city and commerce, being now taken by the American arms 
under my command, I have tJie honor to send you this by my officer, 
Lieutenant Colonel de Chamillai-d, who commands the vanguard of my 
troop, I do not wish to distress the poor inhabitants ; my intention is 
only to demand your contributioft towards the reimbursement which 
Britain owes to tie much injured dtizens of America, Savages would 
blush at the unmanly violation andrapaoity that has marked the tracks 
of British tyranny in America, from which neither vii^ innocence nor 
helpless age has been a plea of protection or pity, 

" Leith and its port now Jays at our mercy ; and did not tie plea of 
humanity stay the hand of just ret3^'&oi:i,IshQn\d,wilh(mt advertisement, 
lay it in ashes. Before I proceed to that stern duty as an officer, my duty 
as a man induces me to propose to you, by the means of a reasonable 
ransom, to prevent such a scene of horror and distress. For this reason I 
have authorized Lieut. CoL de Chamillard to conclude and agree with 
you on the terms of ransom, allowing you exactly half an hour's reflection 
before you finally accept or reject the terms which he shall propose. 

" If you accept the terms offered within tie time limited, you may rest 
a^med that no farther debarkation of troops will be made, but that the 
re-embai'kation of the vanguMvi will immediately follow, and that the 
property of the citizens shall remain unmolested. 

" I have the honor to be," &c. 

"CAPITULATION, 
"We tie subscribers, the Provost, Recorder, and principal Magistrates of 
the dty or corporation of Leith, in Scotland, promise and swear in 
honor and good faitK, agi'eeable to the laws of war, according to which 
we submit to the Honorable Captmn Jones, Commander-in-Chief of 
an American squadi'on now in Europe, to perform faithfully the 
articles of the present capitulation, 

"Art. 1st. There stall not be any act of hostihty committed against 
any ship or vessel, or against any person whataoevei' ttat is belon^g to 
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the Ameiican squadron under the command of Capt. Jonea, either by ihs 
inhabilanta of Leitt, by regular or irregulM troops, oi' by any pewon or 
persons whatsoever, during the term wliich he may be compelled by 
contj^y winds, or other insuperable causes, to remain with his squadron 
within the Firth of Forth. 

" Art. 2cl. In case of any contravention or breach of this capitulation on 
our part, it is agreed that the commander-in-chief of the Ameiican 
sqoadton aforesaid, shall use vigorous measures towards the subjeda of his 
Britannic Majesty who are in his hands, either as prisoners, or hostages ; 
and the magistrates and principal inhabitants of Leith agree to submit 
thenBelvea exactly to this aiticla 

" Art. 3d. As soon as the terms of ransom are fulfilled on the part of 
the Ma^strates of Leith, Captain Jones shall embrace the first fair wind 
and depart, with his squadron, from Leith, without molesting the 
inhabitants. 

"Done at Leith this day of September, I'J'JQ.'" 



Kotbiiig can be more characteristic of the determined resolu- 
tion of Commodore Jones to obtain the object on which he was 
once bent, than his perseverance in remainmg on his cruizing 
ground off the enemy's coast, in defiance of the eingotar beha- 
vior of Captain Landais, and the Inliewarmness of the other 
commanding officers in the squadron. The fortunate issue of 
every enterprise of the sort depends mainly upon the spirit and 
harmony that prevail among those who have been appointed to 
act in concert, and, at the same time, in Bubordination. The 
deportment of Captain Landais thi'oughout the engagement 
■with the Serapis was well calculated to give the victory to the 
British flag ; and tliere is good ground for believing that it was, 
from envy or jealousy, in the contemplation of Landais to tear 
the laiH'els from the brow of Jones, or to subject him to disgrace 
by allowing the Bon homme Eichard and Serapis, in their close 
encounter, so to disable each other, that keeping the Alliance 
uninjured, in the event of the Eon homme Richard's striking 
her colors to her antE^onist, Captain Landais might have made 
prizes of both ships, and, returning victorious to France, have 
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figured as the principal hero of the bloody combat. Certain it 
is, that he manceuvred so as to cripple the Bon homnie Kichai'd, 
and actually shed the blood of some of the valiant crew. The 
fact does not admit of dispute. It is established by the testi- 
mony of those who witnessed his manteuvres, and who, it will 
be found in the subsequent pages, specifically verify all the 
allegations made by Commodore Jones against Landais. Such 
a mass of evidence is iiresietible, and leaves nothing to reflecting 
minds but regi'et that the bad passions of the human heart, 
nnrestrained by reason, shoidd, at a ciitical moment, have had 
such iniluence ovei' a nayal officer, honored with a commission 
&om the American Congress, ^ to have rendei-ed the tiiumph 
of the flag of the United States dubious for several houre. Had 
Captain Landaia employed himself in capturing and deati-oying 
the ships of the Baltic fleet, whilst Jones was engaged with the 
Serapis, it can scarcely be considered as doubtful that very few 
of them would have e 



"Ojj Jx)a,rd the Ship Sei-apis,at anchor without \ 
tU Texd in Holland, October 3, 1119. \ 

" His Excellency Benjamin Franklin. 
" Honored and Dear Sir, 

"When I had the honor of writing to you on. the 11th of August, 
previous to my departure from the Eoad of Gioaix, I had hefore me the 
most flattering prospect of rendering essential service to tlie common 
cause of France and America. I had a full confidence in the voluntaiy 
inclination and abihty of every captain under my command to assist and 
support me in my duty with cheerful emulation ; and I was persuaded 
that every one of them would pui'sue glory in preference to interest. 

" Whether I was or was not deceived will best appear by a relation of 
circumstances. 

" The little squadron under my orders, consisting of the Bon homme 
Eichavd of 40 guns, the Alliance of 36 guns, tie Pallas of 32 guns, the 
Ceif of 18 guns, and the Vengeance of 12 guns, joined by two privateers, 
the Monsieur and the GcranviUe, sailed fiom the Road of Groaix at 
daybreak on the 14th of August; the same day we spoke with a laiga 
convoy bound from the southward to Brest. 
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" On the 1 8th we retook a lai^e ship belonging to' Holland, laden chiefly 
with brandy and wine that had been destined from Barcelona for Dunkirk, 
and taken eight days before by an English privateer. The captain of the 
Monsieur, however, took out of this prize such articles as he pleased in 
the night, and the next day being astern of the squadj'on and to windward, 
he actnally wrote orders m Ms proper name, and sent away the prize 
under one of his own officers. This, however, I supei'seded by sending 
her for L'Orient under my orders in the character of commander-iTi-chief 
The evening of tJie day following the Monsieur separated from the 
squadron. 

" On the 20th we saw and chased a laige ship, but could not overtake 
her, she being to windwaid. 

" On the 2Ist we saw and chased another ship that was also to wind- 
ward, and thereby eluded our pui'suit. The same afternoon we took a 
brigantine called the Mayflower, laden with butter and salt provisions, 
bound from Limerick in Ireland for London ; this vessel I immediately 
expedited for L'Orient 

"On the 23d we saw Cape Cleai- and the S.W. part of Ii'eland. That 
afternoon, it being calm, I sent some armed boats to take a brigantine 
that appeai'ed in the N.W. quarter. Soon after in the evening it became 
necessary to have a boat ahead of the ship to tow, as the helm could not 
prevent her from laying across the tide of flood, which would have driven 
us into a deep and dangerous bay, situated between the rocks on the south 
called tiie SiaUocks, and on the north called the Blaskets. The ship's 
boats being absent, I sent my own barge ahead to tow the ship. The 
boats took the biigantine, she was called the Fortune, and bound with a 
cargo of oil, blubber, and staves, fi'om Newfoundland for Bristol ; this 
vessel I ordered to proceed immediately for Nantes or St. Male. Soon 
after sunset the villains who towed the ship, out the tow rope and 
decamped with my barge. Sundry shots were fired to bring them to without 
effect ; in the mean time the master of the Bon homme Kichard, without 
orders, manned one of the ship's boats, and with fonr soldiers pursued the 
barge in order to stop the deserters. The evening was clear and sei'ene, 
but the zeal of that officer, Mr, Cutting Lent, induced him to pursue too 
far, and a fog which came on soon afterwai'ds prevented the boats from 
rejoining the ship, although I caused signal guns to be frequently fired. The 
iag and calm continued the next day till towards evening. In the after- 
noon Capt. Landais came on hoai'd the Bon homme Richard and behaved 
towards me with great tOsrespect, affirming in the most indelicate rnanner 
and language, that I had lost my boats and people through my imprudence 
in sending boats to take a prize ! He persisted in his reproaches, though 
he was assured by Messrs. De Weibert and De Chamillard that the barge 
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was towing the ship at tlie time of elopement, and that she had not heen 
sent in purauit of the prize. He was affronted, because I would not tho 
day before suffer him to chaae without my orders, and to approach the 
dangerous shore I have ah^ady mentioned, where he was an entire 
stranger, and when, theve was not sufficient wind to govetn a ship. He 
told me he was the only American in the squadron, and was determined 
to follow his own opinion in chasing when and where he thought proper, 
and ill every other matter ■ that concerned the service, and that, if I 
continued in that situation three days longer, the squadron would be 
taken, &o. By the advice of Capt, De Cottineau, and with the free 
consent and approbation of M. De Varage, I sent the Cerf in to 
reconnoitre the coast, and endeavor to take the boats and people the next 
day, while the squadron stood off and on in the S.W. quarter, in the best 
possible situation to intercept the enemy's merchant ships, whether 
outward or homewai'd bound. The Cerf had on board a pilot well 
acquainted with the coast, and was ordered to join me again before night. 
I approached the shore in the afternoon, but the .Cerf did not appear ; 
this induced me to stand off again in the night in order to return and be 
rejoined by the Oerf the next day ; hut to my gi'eat concern and disap- 
pointment, though I ranged the coast along, and hoisted our priva1« 
signals, neither the boats nor the Cerf joined me. The evening of that 
day, the 26th, brought with it stormy weather, with an appeai'ance of a 
severe gale from tlie S.W,, yet I must declare I did not follow my own 
judgment, but was led by the assertion which had fallen from Capt^ 
Landaia, when I in the evening made a signal to steer to the norfhwai'd 
and leave that station, which I wished to have occupied at least a week 
longer. The gale inci'eased in the night with thick weather ; to prevent 
separation, I carried a top light and fired a gun every quarter of an hour. 
I carried also a very moderate sail, and the course had been clearly 
pointed out by a signal before night ; yet, with all this precaution, I found 
myself accompanied only by the brigantine Vengeance in the morning, 
the Granville having remained astern with a prize ; as I have since 
undeistaod the tiller of the Pallas broke afier midnight, which disabled 
her from keeping up, but no apolc^y has yet been made in behalf of the 
Alliance. 

" On the 3 1st, we saw the Flamie Islands situated near the Lewis on the 
N.W. coast of Scotland ; and the next morning, off Cape Wrath, we gave 
chase to a ship to windward, at the same time two ships appealing in the 
N.W. qiiarlerj which proved to be the Affiance and a prize ship which 
she had taken, bound, as I understood, from Liverpool to Jamaica. The 
ship which I chased brought to at noon ; she proved to be the Union letter 
of MMijue, bound from London for Quebec, with a cargo of naval stoies 
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on account of government, adapted for tbe service of British armed 
vessels on tlie lakes. The public dispatches were lost, as the Alliance very 
impnidejitly lioi9(«d American colors, though English colors were then 
flying on board the Bon honime Richard. Oapt. Landitis sent a small 
boat to ask whether I would man the ship, or he should, as in the lattei' 
ease he would suffer no boat nor person from the Bou homme Kichard to 
go near the prize. Ridiculous as this appeared to me, I yielded to it for 
the sake of peace, and received the prisoners on board the Bou homme 
Eichai'd, while the priae waa manned from the Alliance. In the afternoon 
another sail appeared, and I immediately made the signal for the 
Alliance to ohase ; but, instead of obeying, he wore and laid the ship's 
head the other way. The next morning I made a signal to speak 
with the Alliance, to which bo attention was shown ; I then made 
sail with the ships in company for the second rendezvous which was 
not far distant, and where I fully expected to be joined by the Pallas and 
the Cerf. 

" The second of September we saw a sail at daybreak, and gave diase ; 
that ship proved to he the Pallas, and had met with no success while 
separated from the Bon homme Eichard. 

" On the 3d the Vengeance brought to a small Irish brig;antine, bound 
homeward from Norway. The same evening I sent the Vengeance in the 
NJ;. quarter to bring up the two prize ships that appeared to me to be 
too neai' the islands of Shetland. While with the Alliance and Pallas, I 
endeavored to weather Fair Isle, and to get into my second rendezvous, 
where I directed the Vengeance to join me with the three prizes. The 
next morning, having weattei'ed Fair Ms, and not seeing the Vengeance 
nor the prizes, I spoke the Alliance and ordered her to steer to the noiih- 
wai'd and bring them up to the rendez^'ous. 

"On the morning of the 4th the Alliance appeared again, and had 
brought to two very small costing sloops in ballast, but without having 
attended properly to my ordeis of yesterday. The Veneganee joined me 
soon after, and informed me that in consequence of Captain laiidais' 
orders to the commandera of the two prize ships, they had refused to 
follow him to the rendezvous, I am to this moment ignorant of what 
orders these men received from Captain Landais, nor know I by virtue of 
what autiiority he ventured to give his orders to prises in my presence, 
and without either my knowledge or approbation. Captain iticot ftirther 
informed me that he had burnt the prize brigantine, because that vessel 
proved leaky ; and I was sorry to understand afterward that though the 
vessel was Irish property, the cargo waa property of the subjects of 
B'oi'way, 

" In the evening I sent for all the captains to come on board the Bon 
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homme Richard, to consult on future plans of operation. Captains Cot- 
tineaw and Ricot obeyed me, but Captain Landais obstinately refused, and 
after sending me variona uncivil messages, wrote me a very extraordinary 
letter in answer to a written order which I had sent him, on finding that 
he had trifled with my verbal orders. The next day a pilot boat came on 
board from Shetland, by which means I received such advices as induced 
me to change a plan which I otherwise meant to have pnreaed ; and as 
the Celt id not appear at my second rendezvous, I determined to steer 
towards die third in hopes of meeting her there. 

" In the afomoou a gale of wind came on, which continued four days 
■without intermission. In the second night of that gale the AUiance, with 
her two Uttle prizes, again sepawited fiom the Bon homme Richard. I 
had now with me only the Palias and the Vengeance, yet I did not 
abandon the hopes of performing some essential service. The winds 
continued coutimy, so that we did not see the land til! the evening of the 
13th, when the hills of the Cheviot in fLe 8,E, of Scotland ap^jeared. 
The nest day we chased sundry vessels, M)d took a ship and a brigsmtine, 
both from the Firth of Edinburgh, laden with coaL Knowing that there 
lay at anchor in Leith raad an armed ship of 20 guns, with two or three 
fine cutters, I formed an expedition against Leith, which I purposed to 
lay under a large contribution, or otherwise to reduce it to ashes. Had I 
been alone, the wind being lavorable, I would have proceeded directly up 
the Eirth, and must have succeeded, as they lay there in a Bta1« of perfect 
indolence and security, which would iave proved their ruin. Unfortu- 
nately for me, the Pallas and Vengeance were hotli at a condderable 
distance in the offing, they having chased to flie southward ; this obliged 
us to steer out of tie Firth agiun to meet them. The captains of the 
Pallas and Vengeance being come on board the Bon homme Richard, I 
communicated to them my project, to which many difficulties and objec- 
tions were made by them ; at kst, however, they appeared to think better 
of the design after I had assured them that I hoped to raise a contribution 
of 200,000 pounds steriing on Leith, and that there was no battory of 
cannon there to oppose our landing. So much time, however, was 
unavoidably spent in pointed remarks and sage dehheration that night, 
that the wind became contrary in the moining. 

" We continued working to windward up the Firth without being able to 
reach the road of Leith, till, on the morning of the 17th, when, being 
almost within cannon shot of the town, having evei'ything in readiness for 
a descent, a very severe gale of wind came on, and being directiy contrary, 
obliged us to bear away, after having in vain endeavored for some time to 
withstand its violence. The gale was so severe, that one of the prizes that 
had been taken on the 14th sunk to (lie bottom, the crew being with 
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difficulty saved. As the alaim by this time had reached Leith hy means 
of a cutter that had watched our motions that morning, aod as the wind 
continued coati'aiy (though more moderate in the evening), I thoiight it 
impossible to puittue the entei prise with a good prospect of success; 
especially as Edinbuigh, wheie there is always a iromber of troops, is only 
a mile distant from Leith, theipfore I gave up the project. 

" Oa the 19th, havmg taken a sloop and a hngantine in ballast, with a 
sloop laden with bmlding timber, I proposed anotber project to M. 
Cottineau, which would have been highly honorable though not profitable ; 
many difSculties were madci and oar situation was represented as being 
the most perilous. The enemy, he said, would send against us a superior 
force, and that if I obstnnately continued on the coast of England two days 
longer, we should all be taken. The Vengeance having chased along 
shore to the southward. Captain Cottineau said he would follow her with 
the prizes, as I was unable to make much sail, having that day been 
obhged to strike the main-top-mast to repair damages ; and as I aftei'ward 
understood, he told M. De Chamillard tiiat unless I joined them the next 
day, hoth the Pallas and the Vengeance would leave that coast. I had 
flioughta of attempting the enterprise alone after the Pallas had made smI 
to join the Vengeance. I am persuaded even now, that I would have 
succeeded, and to the honor of my young officers, I found them as 
ardently disposed to the business as I could desire; nothing prevented me 
ftom pursuing my design but the reproach that would have been cast upon 
my character, as a man of prudence, had the enterpiise miscarried. It 
would have been said, was he not forewarned by Captain Cottineau and 
others ? 

" I made sail along shore to the southward, and next morning took a 
coasting sloop in ballast, which, with another that I had taken the night 
before, I ordeiwi to be sunk. In the evening, I again met with the Pallas 
and Vengeance off Whitby. Captain Cottineau told me he had sunk the 
brigautinc, and ransomed the sloop, laden with building timber, that had' 
been taken the day before. I had told Captain Cottineau the day before, 
that I had no authority to ransom prizes. 

" On the 21st we saw and chased two sail, off Flamborough Head, the 
Pallas in the N. E. quarter, while the Bon homme Richard followed by 
the Vengeance in the S. W. The one I chased, a brigantine collier in 
ballast, belonging to Scarborough, was soon taken, and sunk immediately 
afterward, as a fieet then appeared to the southward ; it was so late in the 
day that I could not come up with the fleet before night; at length, 
however, I got so near one of them as to force her to run ashore, hetween 
Flamborough Head and the Spurn. Soon after I took another, a biigantine 
from Holland, belonging to Sunderland ; andatdayUght the next muinmgj 
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seeing a fleet steeriiig towards me from the Spuvn, 1 ima^ned them to bo 
a convoy, bound from London for Leith, which had been for some time 
expectedj one of them had a pendant hoisted, and appeared to be a ship 
of force. They had not, however, courage to come on, but kept back, all 
except the one which seemed to be armed, and that one also kept to 
windward very near the land, and on the edge of dangerous shoals where 
I could not with safety approach. This induced me to mate a signal for 
a pilot, and soon afterwaid two pilot boats came off; they informed me 
that the ship that wore a pendant was an armed merchant ship, and that 
a king's frigate lay there in sight, at anchor within the Humbei', waiting 
to take under convoy a number of merchant ships bound to the northward. 
The pilots imagined the Bon homme Richai'd to be an Enghsh ship of 
wai', and consequently, communicated to me the private signal which they 
had been required to make. I endeavored by this means to decoy the 
ships out of the port, but the wind then chan^ng, and with the tide 
becoming unfavorable for them, the deception had not the desired effect, 
and they wisely put back. The entrance of the Humber is exceedingly 
difficult and dangerous, and as the Pallas was not in sight, I thought it 
not prudent to remain off the entrance ; I therefore steered out again to 
join the Pallas off Flamborough Head. In the night we saw and chased 
two ships, until three o'clock in the morning, when being at a very small 
distance from them, I made the privata signal of recognizance, which I had 
given to each capttdn before I smM from Groaix, one half of the answer 
only was returned. In this position both sides lay to till daylight, when 
the ships proved to be the Alliance and the Pallas, 

" On the morning of that day, the 23d, the brig from Holland not being 
in sight, we chased a brigantine tbat appeared laying to to windwai'd. 
About noon we saw and chased a large ship that appeared coming round 
Flamborough Head, from the northward, and at the same time I manned 
and ajmed one of the pilot boats to sm\ in pursuit of the brigantine, which 
BOW appeared to be the vessel that I had forced ashore. Soon after this 
a fleet of forty-one sail appeared off Flamborough Head, hearing N. N. E,; 
this induced me to abandon the single ship which had then anchoi'ed in 
Burlington Bay ; I also called back the pilot boat and hoisted a signal for 
a general chase. When the fleet discovei'ed us beai-ing down, all the 
merchant ships crowded stul towards the shore. The two ships of war 
that protected the fleet, at the same time steered from the land, and made 
the disposition for the hattie : in approaching the enemy I crowded every 
possible sail, and made the signal for the line of battle, to which the 
Alliance showed no attention. Earnest as I was for the action, I could 
not reach the commodore's ship until seven in the evening, being then 
within pistol shot, when he hailed the Bon homme Richard, wo answered 
him by firing a whole broadside. 
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" The battle being tbua begun, was continued witli unremitting fury. 
Every method was practised on both sides to gain an advantage, and rake 
each other; and I must confess that the enemy's ship being much mora 
manageable Iban the Bon homme Kichai'd, gained tbereby, several tim<i8 
an advaat^ous sitiiation, in spite of my best endeavors to prevent it. As 
I had to deal with an enemy of greatly superior force, I was under the 
necessity of closing witii him, to prevent the advantage which he had over 
me in point of manceuwe. It was my intention to lay the Bon homme 
Eichard athwart tie enemy's bow, but aa that operation required great 
dexterity in the management of both sails and helm, and some of 
our braces being shot away, it did not exactly succeed to my wishes ; tha 
enemy's bowsprit, however, came over the Bon homme Richard's poop by 
the mizen mast, and I made both ships faat together in that situation, 
which by the action of the wind on the enemy's sails, forced her stem 
close to the Bon homme Richard's bow, so that the ships lay square 
alongside of each otiier, the . wds being all entangled, and the cannon of 
each ship touching the opp'onent's side. "When this position took place it 
was eiglit o'clock, previous to which the Bon homme Eichai'd had received 
sundry eighteen pounds shot below the water, and leaked very much. My 
battery of 12-pounders, on which I had placed my chief dependance, being 
commanded by Lieut Dale and Col. Weibert, and manned principally with 
American seamen, and French volunteers, were entii'ely silenced and 
abandoned. As to the six old 18-poundeis that formed the batteiy of the 
lower gun-deck, they did no service whatever ; two out of three of them 
burst at the fet fire, and killed ahnost all the men who were stationed to 
manage them. Before this time, too, CoL De Chamillard, who commanded 
a paj'ty of twenty soldiers on the poop, had abandoned that station, after 
having lost some of his men. These men deserted their quarters. I had 
now only two pieces of cannon, S-pounders, on the quarter deck that were 
not silenced, and not one of the heavier cannon was fii'ed during the rest 
of the action. The purser, Mr. Mease, who commanded the guns on the 
quarter deck, hdng dangeiously wounded in the head, I was obliged to M 
his place, and with great difficulty rallied a few men, and shifted over one 
of the lee quarter-deck guns, so that we afterwards played three pieces of 
9 pounders upon the enemy. The tops alone seconded the fire of this 
little battery, and held out bi'avely during the whole of the action ; 
especially the main top where Lieut. Stack commanded. I directed the 
fire of one of the three cannon against the main-mast with double-headed 
shot, while the other two were exceedingly well served with grape and 
canister-shot to silence the enemy's musketry, and clear her decks, which 
was at last effected. The enemy were, as I have since understood, on the 
instant of ealhng for quarters, when the cowardice or treachery of three 
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of my under oflioeis indutcl tlipm tc i,*Il tjtii in m\ Ihi En^hah 
commodore asked me if I demanded quarters, and I havm^ answered 
liJm in the most determined iiegitne,tLp> renewed the battle with donble 
fury ; they were unable to stand the deck, but the lue of then cannon, 
"y the lower batteiy, which was entnely formed of 18 puundei^, 
Both ships wore spt on fire in vinous pKcPs, and the 
scene was dreadful beyond the leach of languige To Atcount for the 
timidity of my three undei ofRcei'S, I mean the gunnei the cai'pentei, and 
the master-at-ai'ms, I must observe that the two fiist weie slightly 
wounded, and as the ship hid received i aiious shots undei watPT, ind one 
of the pumps being shot an ay, the caipenter expressed his feai that she 
would sink, and the other two concluded that ^he v. as amlang l^hlch 
occasioned the gunner to run aft on the poop, witiout my knowledge, to 
strike the colors ; fortunately foi me a i^nnon ball hid done that betore, 
by carrying away the ensign stiff, he wis theatore, ledueed to the 
neceesity of sinking,— as he supposed, — or ot calling foi quaitei, and he 
prefeiTed the latter. 

" All this time the Bon homme Rii_hii d had sustame 1 the action alone, 
and the enemy, thongh mudi superior in force, would have been very glad 
to have got clear, aa appears by their own acknowledgments, and their 
liaving let go an anchor the instant that I laid them on hoard, by which 
means they would have escaped, had I not made them well fast to the 
Eon hoynme Eichard. 

"At last, at half past nine o'cloclc, the Alliance appeared, and I now 
thought the battle at an end ; but to my utter astonishment, he discharged 
a broadside fiill into the stern of the Bon homme Eichard. We called 
to him for God's sake to forbear firing into the Bon homme Richard ; yet 
he passed along the off side of the ship, and continued &ing. Thei'e 
was no possibihty of Ms mistaking the enemy's ship for the Bon homme 
Eichard, there being the most essential difference in their appearance and 
construction ; besides, it was then full moonhght, and the sides of the 
Bon homme Eichard were all black, while the sides of the prizes were 
yellow ; yet, for tlie greater security, I showed the signal of our 
reconnoissance, by putting out three lanthorns, one at the head (bow), 
another at the stem (quarter), and the third in the middle, in a horizontal 
line. Every tongue cried that he was firing into the wrong ship, but 
nothing availed, he pa^ed round, firing into the Bon homme Eiehard's 
head, stern, and broadside, and by one of his voUies killed several of my 
best men, and mortally wounded a good officer on the forecastle. My 
situation was really deplorable. The Bon homme BJohard received 
various shots under water from the Alliance ; the leak gained on the 
pumps ; and the fire increased much on hoard both ships. Some officere 
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) to strike, of whose courage and good sense I entertain a 
My ti'eacherous master-at-arms let loose all my prisoners 
without my knowledge, and my prospect becamo gloomy indeed. I would 
not, however, give up the point. The enemy's main-mast began to shake, 
their firing decreased, ours rather inci'eaaed, and the British colors were 
struck at half an hour past ten o'clock. 

" This prize proved to be the British shi[>of-wai- the Serapis, a new ship 
of ii guns, built on their most approved construction, with two complete 
batteries, one of them of 18 pounders, and commanded by the bi'ave 
Commodore Eichai'd Pearson. I had yet two enemies to encounter far 
more formidable than the Britons ;— I mean fire and water. The Serapis 
was attacked only by the first, but the Bon homme Eiehai'd was asssdled 
by both : there were five feet water in the hold, and though it was 
moderate from the explosion of so much gunpowder, yet the tln'ee pumps 
that remaned could with diffioidty only keep the water from gaining. 
The fire broke out in vaiious parts of the ship, iu spite of all the water 
that could be thrown to quench it, and at length broke out as low as the 
powder Hiagazine, and withui a few inches of the powder. In that 
dilemma, 1 took out the powder tipou deck, ready to be thrown overboard 
at the last extremity, and it was 10 o'clock the next day, the 24th, before 
the fire was entir^y extinguished. With respect to the situation of the 
Bon homme Richard, the rudder was cut entirely off the stem frame, and 
the transums were almost entirely cut away ; the timbers, by the lower 
deck especially, fi'om the main-mast to tlie stem, being greatly decayed 
with age, were mangled beyond my power of description ; and a person 
must have been an eyewitness to form a just idea of the tremendous scene 
of caiuage, wreck, and I'uin that everywhere appeared. Humanity cannot 
but recoil from the prospect of such finished horror, and lament that war 
should produce such fetal consequences. 

"After the carpenters, as well as Capt. de Cottiueau, and other men of 
sense had well examined and surveyed the ship (which was not finished 
before five in the evening), I found every person to be convinced that it 
was impossible to keep ike, Bon homme Eichard afloat so as to reach a 
port if the wind should increase, it being then oidy a very moderate 
breeze. I had but little time to remove my wounded, which now became 
unavoidable, and which was effected in the couise of the night and next 
morning. I was determined t« keep the Bon homme Eichard afloat, and, 
if possible, to bring her into port For that purpose the first lieutenant 
of the Pallas continued on board with a party of men to attend the 
pumps, with boats in waiting, ready to take them on board, in case the 
water should gain on them too fast. The wind augmented in the night 
and the next day, on the 26th, so that it was impossible to prevent the 
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good old ship from siiiliing. Thoy did not abandon hci' till after 9 
o'clock ; the water was then up to the lower deck, and a little after ten, I 
saw witii inexpressible grief the last glimpse of the Bon homme Richard. 
No hves were lost with the ship, but it was impossible l« save the 
stores of any sort whatever. I lost even the best part of my clothes, 
books, and papers ; and several of my officer lost all their cioth^ and effects. 

" Having thus endeavored to give a cleai' and sunple relation of the 
circumstances and events that have attended the little armament under my 
command, I shall freely submit my conduct therein to the censure of my 
superiors and the impartial pubhc. I beg leave, however, to observe, that 
the force that was put under my command was far from being well com- 
posed ; and as the great majority of the actors in it have appeared bent 
on the pursuit of interest only, I am exceedingly sorry that they and I 
have been at all concerned. I am in the highest degree sensible of the 
singnlai' attentiona which I have experienced from the court of France, 
which I shall remember with perfect gratitude until the end of my hfe, 
and will always endeavor to merit, while I can, consistent with my honor, 
continue in the public service. I must speak plainly. As I have been 
always honored with the full confidence of Congi'css, and as I also flattered 
myself with enjoying in some measure the confidence of the Court of 
France, I could not but be astonished at the conduct of M. de Chaumont, 
when, in the moment of my departure from Groaix, he produced a paper, 
a concordat, for me to sign, in common with the officers whom I had 
commissioned but a few days before. Had that paper, or even a less 
dishonorable one, been proposed to me at the beginning, I would have 
rejected it with just contempt, and the word deplacement, among others, 
should have been necessary. I cannot, however, even now suppose tiat 
he was authorized by the Coni't to make such a bargain with me ; nor 
can I suppose that the minister of tbe marine meant that M. de Chaumont 
should consider me merely as a colleague with the eommandera of the 
other ships, and communicate to them not only all he knew, but all he 
thought, respecting our destination and operations. M. de Chaumont has 
made me vaidous reproaches on account of the expense of the Bon homme 
Eichai'd, whei'ewith I cannot think I have been justly chargeable. M. de 
Chamiliai'd can attest that the Bon homme Richard was at last fax from 
being well fitted or armed for wai'. If any peison or pei'sona who have 
been charged with the expense of that armament have acted wrong, tlie 
iault must not be laid to my charge. I had no authority to superintend 
that armament, and the persons who had authority were so far from giving 
me what I thought necessary, that M. de Chaumont even refused, among 
other things, to allow me irons for seeming the prisoneis of war. 

" In short, while my life remains, if I have any capacity to reuder good 
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and acceptable services to the common cause, no man will step foi-tli with 
greater cheerfulness and alacrity than myself, hut I ain not made to be 
dishonored, nor can I accept of the half confidence of any man living ; of 
coniTO I cannot, consistent with my honor and a prospect of success, 
iindertake future expeditions, nnless when the object and destination is 
communicated to me alone, and to no other person in tie maiine line. In 
cases where troops are embarked, a like confidence is due alone to their 
commander-in-chief. On no other condition will I ever undertake the 
chief command of a private expedition ; and wiien I do not command in 
chief, I have no desire to be in the secret. 

" Captain Oottineau engaged the Countess of Scarborough, and took 
her after an hour's action, while the Bon homme Richard engaged the 
Serapis. The Countess of Scarborough is an armed ship of 20 six- 
ponndere, and was commanded hy a king's officer. In the action, the 
Countess of Scarborough and the Serapis were at a considerable distance 
asunder; and the Affiance, as I am informed, fired into the Pallas and 
killed some men. If it should be asked why the convoy was suffered to 
escape, I must answer', that I was myself in no condition to pnrsne, and 
that none of the rest showed any inclination, not even Mr. Eicot, who had 
held off at a distance to windward during the whole action, and withheld 
by force the pilot boat with my lieutenant and 15 men.* The Alliance, 
too, was in a state to pniBue the fleet, not having had a single man 
wounded, or a wngle shot fired at her from the Serapis, and only three 
that did execution ti-om the Countess of Scai'borough, at such a distance 
that on^ stuck in the side, and the other two just touched and then 
dropped into the water, Tiie Alliance killed one man only on hoai'd the 
Serapis. As Captain de Cottinean chai'ged himself with manning and 
aecnring the piisouets of the Countess of Scarborough, I think the escape 
of the Baltic fleet cannot so well be charged to his account. 

" I should have mentioned fliat the mainmast and mizentopmast of the 
Seiapis fell overboard soon aftei' the captain had come on boai'd the Bon 
homme lUchard. 

" Upon the whole, tke captain of the Alliance has behaved so very iU 
in every respect, that I must complain loudly of his conduct. Ho pre- 
tends tkat he is authorized to act independent of my command: I have 
been taiight the contrary ; but supposing it to be so, his conduct has been 
base and unpardonable. M. de Chamillard will explain the pai'tieulars. 
Either Captain Landais or myself is highly criminal, and one or the otiier 



* This is founded on a report ihat has proved to he false ; for it now app 
Capt. Ricol expreBsly ordered the pilot boat to board ihoBon homme Biciim 
order was disobeyed. 
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must be puDJshed. I forbeiU' to take any steps with liim luitil I liave the 
advice and approbation of your excellenoy. I have been advised by all 
the ofBceis of the squadron to put M. Landaia undei arrest , but as I have 
postponed it so long, I will bear with him a little longer, unbl the return 
of my express. 

" We this day anchored hei-e, having since the action been tossed to 
and fro by conti'aiy (vinda, I wished to have gained the Roid of Dunldi'k 
on account of our prisonere, but was overruled by the majonty of my 
colleagues. I shall hasten np to Amsterdam, and there if I meet with no 
orders from my government, I will take the advice of the French ambassador. 
It is my present intention to have the Connteaa of Scarborough ready to 
transport the prisonei's from hence to Dunkirk, unless it should be found 
more expedient to deliver them to the English ambassador, taking his 
obligation to send to Dunkirk, &c. immediately im equal number of 
American prisoners. I am under strong apprehensions that our object 
here will fail, and that through the imprudence of M. de Chaumont, who 
has conununicated everything he knew or thought on the matter to 
pewons who cannot help talking of it at a fall table. This is tie way he 
keeps state secrets, though he never mentioned the afiair to me. 
" I am ever, &c. 

"John P. Jones." 



"Particulars of the bloody engagement between the U. S. Frigate Bon 
homme Riciiard and British Frigate Serapis, written, for the autlioi- 
by his late friend, Commodore Bichard Bale, First Lkuteimnt of the 
Bon homme Richard. 

"On the 33d of September, 1VV9, being below, was roused by an 
unusual noise upon deck. This induced me to go upon deck, when I 
found the men were swaying up the royal yai'ds, prepai'atory to making 
sail for a large fleet under owi' lee. I a^ed the coasting pilot what fleet 
it was ? He answered, * The Baltic fleet, imder convoy of the Serapis of 
44 guns, and the Countess of Scarborough of 20 guns.' A general chase 
then commenced of the Bon homme Richard, the Vengeance, the Pallas, 
and the Alliance. The latter ship being then in sight after a. separation 
from the squadron of nearly three weeks, but which ship, as usual, disre- 
garded the private signals of the commodore. At this time our fleet 
headed to the northward, with a light breeze, Flamborough head being 
about two leagues distant. At T pj*. it was evident the Baltic fleet per- 
ceived we were in chase, imm. the signal of the Serapis to the merehant- 
men to stand in shore. At the same time, the Serapis and Countess of 
Scarborough, tacked ship, and stood off shore, with the intention of 
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drawing off oui' attention from the convoy. When these ships had 
separated from the convoy ahout two miles, they again taclted and stood 
in shore aftev the merchantmen. At about eight, being within hail, the 
Sei'apis demanded, ' what ship ia that V He was answered, ' I can't hear 
■what you say.' Immediately after the Serapis hailed again, ' what ship is 
that ? Answer immediately, or I shall he imder the necessity of firing 
into you.' At this moment I received orders fi'om Commodore Jonee to 
commence the action with a hroaddde, which mdeed appeai'ed to be 
Himiiltaneous on board both ships. Our position being to windward of 
the Serapis, we passed ahead of her, and the Serapis coming up on our 
larboard qnai-ter, the action commenced abreast of each other. The 
Serapis soon passed ahead of the Bon homme Richard, and when he 
thought he had gained a distance sufficient fo go down athwai't tiie foi-e 
foot to rake ua, foimd he had not enough distance, and that the Bon 
homme Richai'd would be aboard him, put his helm arlee, which t 
the two ships on a line, and the Bon homme Eichard, having h 
ran her bows into the stem of the Serapis. We had remnmed in this 
sitnation but a few minutea when we were again hailed by the Serapis, 
' Has your ship stnick !' To which Captain Jones answered, ' I have not 
yet begun to fight' As we were nnable to bring a single gun to bear 
upon the Serapis, our topsails were backed, while those of the Serapis 
being filled, the ship separated. The Sei'apis wore short round upon her 
heel, and her jibboom ran into the mizen rising of the Bon homma 
Eichai'd ; in this situation the ships were made fiist together with a hawser, 
the bowsprit of the Serapis to the mizenmast of the Bon homme Richard, 
and the action recommenced from the stai'boai-d sides of the two ships. 
With a view of sepai-atdng the ships, the Serapis let go her anchor, which 
manteuvre brought her head, and the stera of tbe Bon homme Eichard to 
the wind, while the ships lay closely pressed against each other. A 
novelty in naval combats was now presented to many witnesses, but to 
few admirers. The rammers were run into the respective ships to enable 
the men to load after the lower ports of the Serapis had been blown away, 
to make room for running out their guns, and in this situation the ships 
remained until between 10 and 11 o'clock p.m., when the engagenaent 
terminated by the surrender of the Secapis. 

" From the commencement to the termination of the action, there was 
not a man on board the Bon homme Eichard ignorant of the superiority 
of the Serapis, both in weight of metal, and in the qualifies of the ci'ew^. 
The crew of that ship was picked seamen, and the ship itself had been 
only a few months off the stodis ; whereas the ci'ew of the Eon homme 
Eichard consisted of part Ameiican, English, and French, and a paii of 
Maltese, Portnguese, and Malays, these latter contributing, by their want 
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of naval skill and knowledge of the English laiigiij^e, to depress ratter 
than elevate a juat hope of success in a combat under sueli eircumstaiices. 
Neither the consideration of the relative force of the ships, the fact of the 
blowing up of the gun-deck above them bj the bursting of two of the 18 
poundera, nor the aiann that the ship was sinking, could depress the ai'dor 
or change the determination of the brave Captain Jones, his officera and 
men. Neither the repeated broadsides of the Alliance, given with the 
view of sinking or disabling the Bon homme Eichard, the fi'equent neces- 
sity of suspending the combat to extinguish the tlamea, which several 
tames were withm a few inches of the magazine, nor the liberation by the 
master-at-arms of neai'ty 500 prisoners, could change or weaken the pur- 
pose of the American commander. At the moment of the hberation of 
the prisoners, one of them, a commander of a 20 gun ship taken a few 
days before, passed through the ports on board the Serapis, and informed 
Captain Pearson that if he would hold out only a little while longer, the 
ahip alongside would either strike or sink, and that al! the prisoners had 
been I'eleased to save their hves. The combat was accoiilingly continued 
with renewed ardor by the Serapis. 

"The fire from the tops of the Bon homme Richard was conducted with 
so much skill and effect as to desti'oy ultimately every man who appeared 
upon the quarter-deck of the Serapis, and induced her commander to order 
the survivoia to go below. Nor even under shelter of the decks were they 
more seeing. The powder-monkeys of the Serapis finding no offieer to 
receive the 18 pound cai-tridges brought from the magazines, threw them 
on the main-deck, and went for more. These cartridges being scattered 
along the deck, and numbers of them broken, it so happened that some of 
the hand-^enadee thrown from the main-yard of the Bon homme Eichard, 
which was directly over the main-hatch of the Serapis, fell upon this pow- 
der, and produced a most awful explosion. The effect was tremendous ; 
more thim twenty of the enemy were blown to pieces, and many stood 
with only the collars of their shirts upon their bodies. In less than an 
hour aflei'wai'd, the flag of England, which had been nailed te the mast 
of the Serapis, was struck by CaptMn Peai'son's ow» fuiTid, as none of hia 
people would ventm* aioft on this duty ; and this, too, when more than 
1500 persons were witnessing the conflict, and the humiliating termination 
of it, from Scai'borongh and Flamborough head. 

" Upon finding that the flag of the Serapis had been struck, I went to 
Captain Jones, and asked whethei' I might board the Serapis ? to which he 
consented ; and, jumping upon the gunwale, seized the main-brace pen- 
nant, and swung myself upon her quarter-deck. Midshipman Mayrant 
followed with a party of men, and was immediately run through 
tie thigh with a bnarding-piki ly somf of the enemy stationed in the 
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waist, Tvlio were not informed of the aiurendei' of their ship. I found 
Captain Poaraon standing on the leeward side of the quarter-deck, and, 
addressing myself to hJm, said — ' Sir, I have ordere to send you on board 
the ship alongside.' The first lieutenant of the Serapis coming up at this 
moment, Inquired of Captain Pearson whether the ship alongside had 
stiiick to him ! To which I rephed, 'No, sir, the contrary ; he has sti'uck 
to us.' The Ueutenant renewing his inquiry, have you struck, sir ? was 
answered, ' Yes, I have.' The lieutenant replied, 'I have nothing inoce to 
say ; ' and was about to return below, when I infonned him he must 
accompany Capt^n Peai-son on board the ship alongside. He said, "If 
you will permit me to go below, I will silence the firing of the lower-deck 
guns.' This request was refiiaed, and with Captain Pearson was passed 
over to the deck of the Bon homme Eichard. Oi'ders being sent below to 
cease firing, the engagement terminated, after a most obstinate contest of 
three hoiuB and a lialf. 

" Upon recaving Captain Pearson on board the Bon homme Richard, 
Captain Jones gave orders to cut loose the lashings, and directed me to 
follow him with the Serapis. Perceiving the Bon homme Eichard leaving 
the Serapis, I sent one of the quarter-masters to ascertain whetlier the 
wheel-ropea were cut away, supposing something exti'aordinary must bo 
the matter, as the ship would not pay ofl^ although the head sails were 
abaii, and no after sidl ; the quarter-master returning, reported tbat tho 
wheel-ropes were all well, and the helm hard a-port. Esdted by this 
estraordinary circumstance, I jumped off the binnacle, where I had been 
sitting, and falling upon the deck, found to my astonishment I had the 
use of only one of my legs : a splinter of one of the guns had struck and 
badly wounded my leg, without my pereeiving the injury until this 
moment. I was replaced upon the binnacle, when the sailing-master of 
the Serapis coming np to me, observed that fi'om my orders he judged I 
must be ignorant of the ship Imiff at anchor. Noticing the second lieu- 
tenant of the Eon homme Richard, I directed him. to go below and cut 
away the cable, and follow the Bon homme Eichard with the Serapis. I 
was then carried on boai'd the Bon homme Eichaiil to have my wound 



ADMIEALTT OFFICE, 

Ootoler 12, 1TT9. 
A letter from Capt. Eichaed Peaeson, of his Majesty's ship 
Serapis to Mr. Stephens, of which the following is a copy, was 
yesterday" received at this ofiice. 
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"Pallas, French Frigate, 

service, Texel, October 6, 1119. f 
"Sir, 
"You will be pleased to inform the Lords Commissioners of flie 
Admiralty, that on the 23d ult, being close in with Scarborough, about 4 
o'clock, a boat came on boai'd with a letter from the bailiffi of tliat 
corporation, giving information of a flying squadron of the enemy's sbijis 
being on the coast, and a part of the said squadron having been seen 
from thence the day before, standing to the southwai'd. As soon as I 
received this intelligence I made the signal for the convoy fo bear down 
under my lee, and repeated it with two guns ; notwithstanding which the 
van of the convoy kept their wind, with aU sail stretching out to the 
southward from under Flamborough Head, till between twelve and one, 
when the headmost of tiiem got sight of the enemy's ships, which were 
then in chase of them ; they then tacked, and made the best of their 
way under the shore for Scarboraugh, &c. letting fly their top-gallant 
sheets, and firing guns ; upon which I made all the sail I could to wind- 
ward, to get between the enemy's ships and the convoy, -which I soon 
effected. At 1 o'clock we got sight of the enemy's ships from the masthead, 
and about 4 we made them plain from the deck to be three large ships 
and a brig, upon which I made the Countess of Scarborough a signal to 
join me, she being in shore with the convoy. At the same time I made 
the signal for the convoy to make the beat of their way, and repeated the 
signal with two guns : I then brought to, to let the Countess of Scarbo- 
rough come up, and cleaved ship for action. At half past 5 the Countess 
of Scarborough joined me, the enemy's ships bearing down upon us with 
a light breeze at S.8 W.,- at 6 tacked, in order to keep our gi-ound the 
better between the enemy's ships and the convoy : soon afler which we 
perceived the ships beanng down upon us to be a two-decked ship and 
two fHgates, but from the^ keepmg end on, and beaiing upon ua, we 
coidd not discern what colors they neie under; at about 20 minnfes past 
1 the largest ship of the three biought to on our lai'boaj'd bow, within 
musket-shot. I hailed hua •aid asked what ship it was ; they answered 
in Enghsh, ' The Pi-incess Royal.' I then asked where they belonged to, 
they answered evasively ; on which I told them, if they did not answer 
directly I would fire into them ; they then answered with a shot which 
was instantly returned with a broadside ; and, after exchanging two or 
three broadsides, he backed his topsails, and dropt upon our quarter 
within pistol shot, then filled again, put his helm-a-weather, and run us on 
boai'd upon our weather quarter, and attempted to board us, but being 
repulsed, he sheered off; upon which I backed our topsails, in order to 
get square with him again, which, as soon as he observed, he then filled, 
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put hia helm a-weather, and laid iis athwart hause ; his mizen-^shi'ouds 
took our jih-boom, which hung him for some lime until at last it gave 
way, and we di'opt alongside of each other, head and stem, when the 
fluie of our spare anchor hooting his quai'ter, we became ao close fore and 
aft that the muzzles of our guns touched each other's sides. In this 
position we engaged from half past 8 till half past 10, during which time, 
from the great quantity and variety of combuatihle matters which they 
threw in upon our dechs, chains, and, in short, into every pai-t of the ship, 
we were on fire no less than ten or twelve times in different parts of the 
ship, and it was with the greatest difiiculty and exertion imaginahle at 
times that we were able to get it extinguished. At the same time the 
largest of the two frigates kept saihng round us the whole action and 
raldng us fore and aft, by which means she tilled or wounded almost 
eveiy man on the quai'ter and main decks. Abotit half past 9, either' 
from a hand-grenade being tiirawn in at one of our lower-deck porls, or 
from some other aeddent, a cartridge of powder was set on fire, the flames 
of which running from cartridge to cartiidge all the way aft, blew up the 
whole of the people and officers that were quai-tered abaft the main-mast; 
from which unfortunate drcumstanee all those guns were rendered useless 
for the remainder of the action and, I fear, the greatest part of the people 
will lose their lives. At 10 o'clock they called for qnartera from the ship 
alongside, and said they had struck ; hearing this I called upon the captain 
to know if he had sti-uck, or if he asked for quartern; but no answer 
being made, after repeating my words two or three times, I called for the 
boardeis and ordered them to board, which they did ; but the moment 
they were on board her, they discovered a superior nimiber laying under 
cover with pikes in their hands, I'eady to receive them, on which our 
people retreated instantly to their guns again till past 10, when the 
frigate coming across our stem, and pouring her broadside into us again, 
without our being able to bring a gun to bew on her, I found it in vain, 
and indeed impracticable from the situation we were in, to stand out any 
longer with the least prospect of success. I therefore ati'uck (our main- 
mast at the same time went by the board). The first lieutenant and 
myself were immediately escorted into the ship alongaide, when we found 
her to be an American ship-of-war, called the Bon homme Richard of 40 
guns and 375 men, commanded by Capt. Paul Jones, the other frigate 
which engaged us to be the Alhance of 40 guns and 300 men, and the 
third frigate which engaged and took the Countess of Scarborough, after 
two hours' action, to be the Pallas, a French fiigat* of 32 gitns and 275 
men, the Vengeance an armed brig of 12 guns and 10 men, all in 
Congi'ess service and under the command of Paul Jones. They fitted out 
and sailed from Port L'Orient the latter end of July, and came north 
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al>out ; they have on hoard 300 English, prisoners wliich they have taken 
in diflemnt vessels in their way round since they left France, and have 
ransomed some others. On my going on hoard the Bon homme Kiciard 
I found her to be in the greatest disti'ess ; her counters and quarter on 
the lo^¥e5■ deck entirely drove in, and the whole of her lower deck guna 
dismounted ; she was also on fire in two places, and six or seven feet water 
in her hold, wliich kept inoceasing upon them all night and the nest day, 
till they were obliged to quit her, and slie sunk with a great number of 
her wounded people on board hei". She had 305 men killed and wounded 
in the action ; our loss in the Serapis was also very great. My officers 
and people in general behaved well, and I should be veiy remiss in my 
attention to their merit, were I to omit recommending the remains of them 
to their LordsMjjs' favor, 

" Herewith 1 enclose you the most exact list of the killed and wounded 
I have as yet been able to procure, from my people being dispersed among 
the difiereut ships, and taring lieen refused permission to muster them ; 
there are, I find, many more both killed and wounded than appeal^ in 
the enclosed list^ but their names I find as yet impossible to ascertain ; 
as soon as I possibly can, I shall give their Lordships a full account of 
the whole. 



"la 



, Sir, &c. 



A more perfect idea of the dreadful havoc on hoai'd the 
Serapis may he obtained from tlie official list of the wounded 
priaonei-a taken in that ship ; and it may gi'atify the curiosity 
of those readers who are deau'oua of leaiTiiiig inore paiiiculady 
the multiphed afflictions to whicii persona engaged in naval 
warfai'e are exposed : — 



" Zdst of wounded prisoners 



James Clerk, . 
Eichard Angel, 



■d the Serapis. 

'' Soptembei- HOtk, 1779. 
thigh fractured, 
wounded hand. 



• On Paul Jonea' arrival in Now YoA, after hia cHplurc of the crack British 
Ftigsle Serapia of 50 guna, off Flamboroagh Head, aliar sis hours' fight yard arm 
and yard arm, bp moonlight, he waa itirormed by a friend (liat Captain Pearson of 
the Seraphishad been knighted. " Well," said Jones, " ha deaetved it ; and should I 
have iho good fortune to fall in with him again, Iwitl make a Lord of him." 
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John Robertson, 
Abraham Cornish, 
John Robertson, 
William "Rogers, 
Leonard Addison, 
Eichard Williams, 
James Ashworth, 
John M'Lean, 
Cumberland Ward, 
Charles Jebb, 
Richard Mason, 
Benjamin Rushton, 
William Hudson, 
Edward Moi^an, 
Mr. BrownMll, 
Mr. Wightman, 
Robert Ozord, 
Mr. Bannatyne, 
Mr. M'Knight, 1 
Mr. Kitchen, f " 
Stephen Mag^t, 
John Clark, . 
Thomas Rubbish, 
Charles Brooks, 
John Campbell, 
Charles Davis, 
William Pubbelon, 
Anthon3f Franks, 
Robert Man, . 
John Oliver, . 
Thomas Mei^ell, 
William Guerney, 
Samuel Davis, 
Harry Hook, 



Surff< 



wounded hand, 
wounded 1^ and scorched- 
wounded legs, 
■wounded aim. 
wounded legs, 
wounded shoulder, 
wounded shoulder, 
wounded side. 

wounded thigh and scorched, 
arm shot ofi' and much scorched, 
wounded ai'm. 

■wounded shoulder and scoi'ched, 
wounded shoulder, 
wounded shoulder, 
wounded aim and aide, 
both arms wounded, 
scorched slightly, 
fingera slightly scorched. 



Mates, much scorched in the fttce. 
wounded back, 
woimdcfl wnst 
wounded ahouldei 
shoulder much birased. 
shot in the hand, 
wounded haunch, 
shot in the hick 
aim amputated, 
leg wounded 
shot in the back 
arm and thigh wounded 
slightly wounded, 
arm and thigh wounded, 
arm and breast wounded. 



" The follovimff miserable/ scorched. 



Abraham Portsmouth, 
Mr. Mycock, 



William Searcher, 
Thomas Sandwell, Soy, 



Thomas Rivers, 
William Bennet, 
Joseph Springale, 



Jeremy Mui'phy, 
Charles Metcalf, 
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John Lawrence, 
George Lever, 
James Caw, 
John Paul, 
Eobert Ingram, 
James Hall, 



Richard Seaton, 
Alexander Hutchinson, 
"Vyilliani Crow, 
Thomas Weeks, 
John Ashby, 
Seven or eight Lascare. 



" Dead of tlieir wounds. 



Mr, Brown, Master's Mate, 
Mr. Plaice, Boatswain, 
John Jones, Marine, Private, 
Edwai'd Vernon, 
"Besides one or two otiiera whose t 



Pati'ick Snlivan, 
John Ellison, 
John Appleby, 

Michael , Oapt. Servant. 

mes could not ho ascertained. 
" Wm. Banhatynb, English Swrc/eon." 



" Sir Joseph Torke, the British Ambassador, presented the following 
nrnnorial to their High Mightinesses, on the 9(A inst. 



" High and MioHry Lords, 



" Hague, Oct. 13th, 1119. 



" The undersigned, ambassador extraordinary and plenipotentiary of 
the King of Great Biitain, has the honor to communicate to your High 
Mightineeaes, that two of his majesty's ships, the Serapis and the Conntesa 
of Scarborough, amved some days ago in the Tesel, having been attacked 
and taken by force by a certain Paul Jones, a subject of the king, who, 
according to ti'eaties and the laws of war, can only be considered as a rebel 
and a pirate. The nndei'^gned is, therefore, in duty bound fo recur to 
your High Mightinesses, and demand their immediate orders that those 
ships, with their officers and crews, may be stopped, and he especially 
recommends to your humanity, to permit the wounded to be brought on 
shore, that proper attention may be paid to them, at the expense of the 
king his master. 



" Besoluiions of tJteir High Mightinesses relative to Paid Jones's squadron 
and prices, delivered to the English am^issador at the JJaffue, on, the 
25ih October, 1779. 

" That their High Mightinesses, being infoimed that three fiigates had 
lately ajiived at the Texel, namely, two French and one called an 
American, commanded by Paul Jones, bringing with them two prizes 
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taken hj them in the open sea, and called the Serapis and the C 
of Scarborough described in the ambassador's memorial. That theiv High 
Mightinesses, having for a century past atiwtly observed the following 
maxim, and notified the same by placards, viz., that they will in no respect 
whatever pretend to judge of the legality or illegahty of the actions of 
those who have on the open sea taken any vessels which do not belong to 
this country, and biing them into any of the ports of this republic ; that 
they only open their ports ixi them to give them shelt*!" fi.'om storms or 
other disasters ; and that they oblige them to put to sea again with their 
piizes without unloading or disposing of their cargoes, but letting them, 
remain exactly as when they an-ived. That their High Mightinesses ■will 
not examine whether the prizes taken by the three frigates in question 
belong to the French or the Americans, or whether they are legal or 
illegal priines, but leave all that to be deteimined by the proper judges, 
and will obljge them to put to sea, that they may be Uable to be retaken, 
and by that means brought before the proper judge, particniarly as his 
excellency the ambassador must own he woiild have, no less a right fo 
reclaim the above mentioned shijB if they had been private property, than 
as they have been king's ships ; therefore their High Mightinesses are not 
authorised to pass judgment dther upon these prizes, or the person of Paul 
Jones ; that, as to what regards acts of humanity, their High Mightinesses 
have already made appear how ready they are to show them towai-ds tlie 
wounded on boai'd of the vessels, and that they have given orders accord- 
ingly. That an extract of the pi-esent resolution be given fo Sir Joseph 
Yorke, by the agent, Vander Burch de Spieiinxhock." 



" Extract of a memorial presented by Sir Joseph yorke. Sis Majesty's 
Ambassador at the Hague, to their High Mightinesses, requesting the 
delivenng up the Serapis and Countess of ScarborougJi, taken by Paul 

"HicH AND Mt&ittt Lords, 

"In thanlcing your High Mightinesses for the orders which your 
humanity dictated relative to the wounded men on board the two king's 
ships, the Serapis and the Countess of Scarborough, I cannot but comply 
with the strict ordera of his majesty, by renewing in the strongest and 
moat pressing manner his request that these ships and then ci'ews may be 
stopped and delivered up, which the pirate Paul Jones, of Scotland, who 
is a rebel subject and a criminal of the state, has talten. 

" The king would think he derogated from his own dignity, as well as 
that of yoi\r High Mightinesses, were he to enter into the particulars of a 
case so notorious as that in question, or to set before the eyes of the 
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ancient friends and allies of his crown, iuialogous exiimples of other princes 
and states, but will only remai'k that all the placards even of your High 
Mightinesses require that all ' the captains of foreign ai'med vessels shall, 
upon their arrival, present their letters of marque, or commission : and 
authorizes, according to the custom of admiralties, to treat all those as 
pirates whose letters are found to be illegal, for want of being granted by 
a sovemgn power, 

" The quaUty of Paul Jones, and all the cireumstances of the affair, are 
too notorious for your High Mightinesses to be ignorant of them. The 
eyes of alt Em^ope ai'e fixed upon your reaolufion ; your High Mightine^es 
know too well the value of good faith not to give an example of it in this 
easontial rencontre. The smallest deviation fi'om so sacred a rule by 
weakening the principle of neighbors may produce serious consequences, 
"Joseph Yorkb, 
"Sme at the Hague, Oct. 29(S, \1lQ. 



The answer wLicli their High Mightinesees caused to he given 
to the above memorial was in brief: — "that they will in no 
respect take npon them to judge of the legality or illegality of 
thcffie who have on the open sea taten any vessels which do not 
belong to tlieir country ; that they only open their ports to give 
them shelter trom storms, or other disastei'S ; and that they 
oblige them to go to sea again with their prizes, without snifer- 
ing them to imload or dispose of any part of their cargoes, that 
they may be liable to he retaken in the same state they were 
taken ; but do not think themselves authorised to pass judgment 
upon those prizes, or the person of Paul Jones." 

A statemmt of Mr. Van Berchel, Grand Pmdonary of Amsterdam, and 
of Mr. Dumaa, Agent of the United States in, Holland. 
"The Commodore John Paul Jones, commanding a light squadron, 
equipped at the expense of his most Christian Majesty, under the flag and 
commission of the United States of America, made atul from France, 
August the 14th, 17V9 : about tJie same time that the grand combined 
fleets of France and Spain, of 86 vessels of the line, under the command 
of his excellency the Count d'Orvilliers, appeared in the channel between 
France and England. As they expected tbat a French army, under the 
n of this fleet, would make a descent upon the si ' 
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England, the Commodoi-e having a cai'te-blaiiche, believed it to be his 
duty to make a strong diversion, in order to fedhtate the enterprise. To 
this effect he alarmed and insulted the coast and ports of the enemy from 
Cape Clear along the west^'n coast of Ii'eland, by the north of Scotland, to 
Hull, the east of England. In the course of this service, aa difficult as 
important, he made many armed captures, and destroyed a uurober of 
mei'chant vessels belon^ng to the enemy. The great object of the Com- 
modore was to Jnf«rcept the British fleet returning from the Baltic, and 
"eprive the enemy of tlie means of equipping thdr vessels 
There is every reason to believe fiat be would have completely 
effected ihis object, if he had not been abandoned on the coast of Ireland 
by a considerable part of his forces, and if his frigate, the Bon homme 
Richard, had been in the least assisted in this memorable combat with the 
Serapis, a two-decker, and against the .fiigate the Countess of Seaiborougli. 
But after the commodore had fought these two vessels during one hour, 
the distance of pistol-shot, whilst the rest of his foi'ces sheltered themselves 
from any damage, notwithstanding the advantage of the wind, the American 
ftigate the Alliance traitorously fired three broadsides of gi'ape-shot into 
the Bon homme Eicha^ During the whole aflair the Alliance took cai'e 
not to eiipose herself to receive a ^ngle shot, nor to have a single man 
killed or wounded on board. The Bon homme Richard was, during three 
hours, lashed to the Serapis, and after the battle, which lasted four horn's, 
sunk, riddled as a vessel had never been before. The battle taldng place 
at one league from Scarborough, it was not possible, under the circum- 
stances above mentioned, to hinder the entrance into that port of the ene- 
my's convoy, which anived in safety. 

" The Commodore entered the Tesel with the remainder of his squadron, 
and his two last prizes, the 3d of October, 1779. The one half of the 
crews, as well of the Bon homme Rachai'd as of the Serapis having been 
killed or wounded, the Commodore addressed himself to their High 
Mightinesses for peimission to establish a hospital at tlie Helder, in order 
to cure lus wounded. But the Magisti'acy of the place being opposed, 
their High Mightinesses assigned for this purpose the foit of the Texel, 
Mid as the Commodore had the peimission to ganison the fort by a 
detachment of his soldieis, he granted a commission of commandant of 
the place, for as long a time as was necessary, to one of bis officers. The 
combined fleet having entered Brest, the Ei^lish, filled with the terror of 
an invasion, with which they perceived themselves menaced, let loose all 
their animosity against the Commodore. The English ambassador at the 
Hague, by his repeated memorials to the States General, did not cease to 
reclaim peremptorily the restituiion of the vessel of war and the frigate 
taken by the Commodore, and to demand likewise that the Scotch Pirate, 
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Paul Jones, Bhould be delivered up to the King his master. This step 
of the ambassadoi' not succeeding, he did all in his power with, tie magis- 
trates and private ciliKeiis of Amsterdam to cause them to lay hands upon 
the person of the Commodore, and to deliver him up to him, but in vain ; 
no pei'son bad tie baseness or the courage to undeitake his desire in this 
respect. 

" The English despatched many light squadrons to intercept the Com- 
modore. Two of these squadrons cruised continually in sight of the 
Tesel, and of the Ulie, whilst the others were stationed in such a mauner 
as to cause the belief that it would be impossible for him to eseajie. The 
object of the court of Finance in cauMng the Commodore to enter the 
Texel was, that he might escort from thence to Brest a numerous fleet, 
loaded with materials for the arsenal of that port, but his situation ren- 
dered this service impracticable ; above all, as the muiister had not taken 
care to keep the matter secret The situation of the Commodore engaged 
the attention of all Europe, and profoundly affected the poUtics of the bel- 
ligerent powers. But this situation became infinitely more critical, when 
the Prince of Orange deprived Mr. Biemersma of the command of tho 
Dutch fleet, consisting of thirteen men-of-wai', and sent the Vice-Admiral 
Khyust to succeed him, and to expel the Commodore fi'om the Texel, in 
sight of tJie Britkh squadrons. This engaged the Court of Versailles to 
send to the ambassador of Fi'anee at the Hague a commission from his 
most Chiistian Majesty for the Commodore, which authorized him to hoist 
the French flag, but to this the Commodore would not consent. On his 
arrival, he had declared himself an officei- of the United States of America; 
he was not authorized by Congress to accept the offered commission : in fine, 
he concaved it would be dishonorable and disadvantageous, as well for 
himself as for America, to change his flag, especially under existing drcum- 
stancea. With the exception of the fiigate Alliance, the reminder of tlie 
squadron under the command of the Commodore belonged to his moat 
Chiistian Majesty, and the Fi'ench ambassador had, in consequence, the 
right to dispose of tliem. The American minister, at Paiis, addressed an 
order to the Commodore to deliver all his prisoners to the French ambas- 
sador ; and, to obey this order, the Commodore was obbged to dehver also 
the Serapis and Countess of Scarborough, because the other vessels could 
not contain the great numbei' of his prisoner's. The Commodore continued 
to carry the American flag on board the Alliance, and as soon as the wind 
peiinitted, the Vice-Admird, having rendered his stay in the Texel as dis- 
agreeable as possible, obliged him to set sail in this frigate. The Commo- 
dore had the address and the good fortune to escape the vigilance of the 
enemy ; and the English, enraged at this, and also because the States 
General bad granted mi escort for the fleet which carried out the naval 
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stores from the Texel to Brest, declai'ed, a short idme afterward, wfu' 
against the united low countries. Tliey made use of the stay and the 
conduct of the Commodore at the Texel for the first ailjcle of their decla- 
ration. 

" The facts above stated are of public notoriot? throughout all Europe, 
and my motive in giving this testdmouy to America iu favor of the Com- 
modore, proceeds from the desire to render justice to his zeal and good 
conduct for the honor and interest of the United States in the afiMrs 
which have come immediately under laj own cognizance. At the Hague, 
March lOtli, 1Y84. 

" E. P. Vah B^uckbl." 



" I, the undersigned, knowing not only the exact ti'uth of all which is 
above stated, but having been officially present, dming neai-ly three 
months, on boai'd the Ameiican squadron in the Eoad of tlio Texel, attest 
to it with pleasure, tliis lltli of March, 1'784, at the Hague. 

" M. F. D0MAS, 
" Agent of the United States of America," 



The brilHattt result of the terrible contest with the Serapis 
filled Europe and America ■with the renown of Oommodore 
Jones, The British Go^ ermntnt was incensed and the national 
pride wounded at fiuibng one of the finest liigatei in the 
English navy captured bo neir the coa&t ot Gieat Biitam, and 
in the view, by moonlight, of numeious spectators The 
subjoined comparative statement of the lelative foiee of the two 
ships and their crews will show that the advantage was 
decidedly in favor of the Serapis : 



"Statemerd of t, 



; Force of th 



"Six 18 pounden 

Fourteen 12 " 



Bon homnie Richard o 
ber, 17 '79. 

m the lower gun deck, 
" middle gun deck, 

" quarter " " 

" spar, or upper deck, 

in each gangway, 



the 23d 
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Two 6 pounders upon the forecastle. 
S80 men and hoja. 

"Force of ihe Serapia on the same day. 

"Twenty 18 poundeis on her lower gun deck, 
" 9 " " upper " " 

Six 6 " " quai'tor " 

Four 6 " " forecastle, 
305 men, and alwut 15 lasoai's." 



The officers and men wbo eo gallantly distinguished them- 
selves in this memorable affair deserve to be immortalized. 
The annexed roll contains the names of the whole of them 
from an official source, and it is with pleasm-e that the oppor- 
tunity is embraced of inserting them in a ■work which is a 
record of the achievements and prowess of their intrepid 
commander. The roll includes also a specification of those wbo 
were killed and woimded, together with the respective countries 
of which they were nativi^ : — 



" EoLL of the Officers, Seamen, Marines, and Volunteers, wlio served aa 
board the Bon homme Richard, commanded by Commodore John 
Faul Jones, in her cruke made in 1779, 



John Paul Jonra, 


Scotch, 


Commodore, 




Kichard Dale, 


Maryland, 


1st Lieut. 


badly wounded. 


Henry Limt, 


Maas. 


2d do. 




Cutting Lunt, 


Mass. 


3d do. 




Samuel Stacey, 


N. II. 


Master, 




Laurenee Brooks, 


do. 


Surgeon, 




Mathuiin Mease, 


Mi^s. 


Purser, 


badly wounded. 


Stack, 


French, 


Lt. Col. Mai-ines, 




. Macarty, 


do. 


Lieut. do. 




O'Kelly, 


Ii'ish, 


do. do. 




John "WHt«, 


American, 


Mate, 
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American, Midshipman, 



Nathaniel Fanning, 


do. 




do, 




Benjamin Stubbs, 


Mass. 


do. 




Reuben Oliase, 


do. 








do. 


Midshipman, 




Jonat Cairell, 


American, 




killed. 


■William Daniel, 


do. 






John Maji'ant, 


S.C. 


Midshipman, 


wounded. 


Eobert Coram, 


N.R. 


do. 




John L. White, 


American, 






Richard Wat, 


do. 






Gilbert Wat, 


do. 






John Robinson, 


English, 






John Gunnion, 


American, 


Carpenter, 




William Clarke, 


do. 


Ssulm alter, 


wounded. 


Jacob True, 


do. 


2d Gunner, 




Ichabod Lord, 


Mass. 


Carpenter, 




Daniel Ruasel, 


do. 


Steward, 




Thomas Turner, 


EngEsh, 


Boatswain, 


killed. 


Edward Garret, 


do. 


do. 




nomas Miller, 


do. 


Carpenter, 




William Physic, 


do. 


do. 


killed. 


James Connor, 


Irish, 


do. 




Robert Steel, 


English, 


Qr. Master, 


killed. 


Robert Towers, 


do. 


do. 






Scotch, 


do. 




John Woulton, 


English, 


do. 




Robert Stevens, 


do. 


Cook, 




Arthur Randall, 


do, 


Gunner, 




Thomas Macarthy, 


Irish, 


do. 


killed. 


Jonathan Wells, 


American, 


do 






Wilham Lee, 


English, 


do 






John Murphy, 


Irish, 


do 




killed. 


John Pcai'ce, 


Emrlisli, 


do 






Tkomas Jones, 


do. 


do 






Francis Campbell, 


do. 


do 






Michael Longstaff, 


American, 


Qr. Master, 


killed, 


Henry Gardiner, 


do. 


Gunner, 


wounded. 


Elijah Perldna, 


Engbah, 


Surg. Mate, 




Hugli Wonton, 


do. 


Sail Maker, 


killed. 


John Williams, 


do. 


Qr. Master, 


killed. 
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John Peacock, 
Stcptea Lee, 
John Biirbank, 
Josiah Brewster, 
William Sturgess, 
John Thomas, 
John Maden, 
John Haguet, 
Thomas Davia, 
"William Eoberts, 
Thomas Knight, 



American, 

do. 
Mass. 

American, 

Ivish, 

English, 



Surg. Mate, 
Clerk, 

Master-at-aiTQs, 
Ajinorer, killed. 

do. 
Cook, woundei: 

Annorer, 



do. do. 

American, Carpenter. 



Peter Nolde, 
Gilhert Crumb, 
James Smith, 
Thomas Wythe, or 
Henry Martin, 
Edward Lewis, 
Join Brown, 
William Fox, 
Duncan Taylor, 
John M'Kinley, 
George Walker, 
Eobert HiU, 
Lewis Brown, 
James Evans, 
John Earl, 
Eobert Dougherty, 
Richard Huguet, 
John Brown, 
Wiffiam Oliadall, 
James Nicholson, 
John Connor, 
Eichard Taylor, 
John Walker, 
George Johnston, 
Alexander Cooper, 



English, ' 



do. 
Korway, 
English, 

English, 
do. 



American, 
Norway, 



wounded, 
killed. 



killed, 
wounded. 



killed, 
wounded. 
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David Pritdiard, 


English, 




Andrew Eyan, 


do. 




Samuel Mathews, 


Irish, 




Laurence Fwlong, 


do. 


wounded. 


Thomas Forrest, 


English, 




Jas. M'Kinley, or M'Kinsay, 


Providence, 


wonnded. 


John M. Coffei'j, 


American, 




Thomas Mehany, 


Irish, 




John Colbraith, 


English, 




James Riley, 


Irish, 




James Lenn, 


English, 


wounded. 


Joseph Collinson, 


do. 


do. 


Jones Haraham, 


do. 




Joseph "Wiera, 


Portugal, 


wounded. 


Antoine Alcantara, 


do. 




Joseph Mai*, 


do. 


killed, 


Joachim Joseph, 


do. 


do. 


Vincent Ignace, 


do. 


do. 


James Quint, or Quin, 


New Hampshire, 




Jolni Weaver, 


American, 




David Crws, 


Massachusetts, 




John Turpin, 


American, 




John Carrico, 


do. 




John Bmnet, 


do. 


wounded. 


John Thompson, 


do. 




John Franliford, 


do. 




Chaales Peterson, 


Swede, 


wounded. 


Daniel Emhlon, 


do. 




Peter Biorltman, 


do. 




Benjamin Gartineau, 


do. 




Peter Mohn, 


do. 




Oliver Gustaff, 


do. 




Sijah Johnstone, 


American, 




Jacoh Hemio, 


Swiss. 





Baptist Ti-availlier, 


Pai'is, 


Anthony Jeremiah, 


India, 


John Eidway, 


English, 
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James Powort, 


English, 




John Jordan, 


do. 


wounded. 


Jeremiah Croota, 


do. 


killed. 


James Paciy, 


Iiish, 




William Gai'ret, 


Enghsh, 




William Listera, 


do. 




Thomas Davis, 


do. 




Peter Eiohardson, 


do. 




Joseph Stewai'd, 


do. 




Isaac Hobshaw, 


American, 




Samuel Flatcker, 


do. 




Tho3. Honnet, or Hamme 


tt. Hew Hampshii'e, 


wounded. 


Stephen Loley, 


Ameiican, 


killed. 


Joki Downs, 


New Hampshire, 




Nicholas Eogere, 


American, 




Aaron Goodwin, 


Maasacbusetts, 




Andrew Mason, 


American, 


do. 


Nathaniel Eennard, 


do. 




William Oullingwood, 


English, 


wounded. 


Benjamin Bickeis, 






Jamea CunniEgliam, 


American, 




John Hoffiday, 


Massachusetts, 


do. 


James M'Michan, 


American, 


do. 


Robert Upham, 


do. 


do. 


Joseph Bartlett, 


New Hampshire, 




William M'Cullough, 


American, 


do. 


John Kilby, 


do. 




WiUiam Simpson, 


do. 


do. 


Nicholas Caldwell, 


do. 




Jeremiah Evans, 


do. 




EJchard Laweon, 


do. 




Patrick Quin, 






William Earth, 


American, 




Daniel Prior, 


do. 




Joseph Cooper, 


do. 




William Murphy, 


do. 


killed. 


Maj'k Paul, 


do. 




Manuel Quito, 


Portugal, 




Robert Lyon, 


American, 


wounded. 
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ORDINARY SEAMEN". 




Laurent Vemess, 


Norway, 


'""""■ 


Daniel Swain, 


EngKsh, 


wotinded. 


John Braasen, 


Napl^ 




John Jones, 


English, 




Joseph Bums, 


do. 




John Duffy, 


Irish, 




John Pinkraan, 


do. 




■William Knox, 


do. 




Abraham Mattel, 


English, 




Henry Humphreys, 


do. 




Wathaniel Bailey, 


Massachusetts, 


killed. 


James Mehanny, 


Irish, 




"William "Wilkinson, 


English, 




Elijah Middleton, 


do. 




Geoi^ Harroway, 


Scotch, 


do. 


John Jordan, 


Bengal, 


wounded. 


Ffaneis Perkins, 


American, 


killed. 


John Hacket, 


English, 






Portugal, 


womded 


Francois DaiTos, 


do. 




Ignace Silveyra, 


do 






Mathieu Antoino, 


do 






Joseph Kodriqne, 


do 




killed. 


Antoine Candeiw, or Corrisque, do 




do. 


Mathieu Joseph, 


do 






Jean Ignace, 


do 






JeanPrada, 


do 






Joseph Maurds, 


do 




do. 


Manuel Vieza, 


do 






Thomas Clarke, 


English, 


do. 


James Vogg, 


do. 




Jean Silveyia, 


Fayal, 




Manuel Priera, 


Portugal, 




Jon an Joseph, 


do. 


do. 


Antoine Fonstade, 


do 






Manuel Antoine, 


do 




do. 


Mathieu Frandsque, 


do 






Joseph Ignace, 


do 




do. 


Antoine Silveetre, 


do 




do. 
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Names. 
Joseph Joachim, 
Manuel Castaino, 
Louis AotoinD, 
John Minant, 
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CouMTRY. Remsuks. 



George Campbell, 
Joseph Holland, 



SERVANTS. 

Cooli, I Chai'les Piiestly, 



The following persone, according to the roll kept by the first 
lieutenant of the Bon homnie Richard, "belonged to the ship, 
but for some cause not Imown were not included in the distri- 
bution of the prize money. 



Alexander Antoine, 










Thomas "Wat, 


Jacijues Loria, 




John Lyons, 


John B. Freny, 




George Ti'efathen, 


Lewis Eole Tomis, 




Eichard Williams, 


Jacques Baterga, 




John M'lutyre, 


Joham GtoiTica, 




Hugh Euroney, 


Perry Carreau. 




Aaron Smith, 
Richard Hughes, 
George Johnson, 
"William Hamilton 


nf the Officers and Crmis 


of the Fi 


gaU Alliance, Capta 


Landais 


October Bd 


l'Z79. 


Peter Laudais, . 




Captiiu. 


James Begges, . 










I at Lieutenant. 


John Buckley, . 










2d Lieutenant. 


Jamea Linds, . 










3d Lieutenant. 


John Lachar, . 










Master. 


AiTiold Winship, 










Sm'geon. 


John Swain, 






Ai'thur Robinson, 
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Names. 
Jolin Patten, 
Thomas White, 
Nathaniel Watson, 
Alsxander Mooj'e, 
James Lc^ham, 
Freight Arnold, 
Park, 

Thomas Ehlenwood, 
James Warren, 
Thomas Hinsdale, 
Thomas Fitzgerald, 
Lewis Lareliard, 
Isaac Carr, 
James Bragg, . 
John Gi'een, 
James Peter, . 
John OiT, 
Chauncey Wheeler 
Alexander Darling, 
Thomas Taylor, 
John Epet, 
Joseph Fredonok, 
Robert Emhleton, 
Jacob Nnttar, . 
George Fenwick, 



Captain of Marines. 

1st Lieutenant, 

2d Lieutenant. 

2d Mate. 

3d Mate. 

4tb Mate. 

Master Sail-Maker. 



Gunner. 
2d Mate. 
3d Mate. 
Boatswain. 
2d 5Iate. 
3d Mate. 
4tli Mate, 
Quai'ter Master, 
do. 



James Buiight, 
James Haslam, 
George Allen, 
Joseph Plumer, 
John Carebis, 
James Kichardson, 
Thomas Luce, 
James Rody, 
John Pall, 
"William Shaekford, 
Gardner Hammond, 
Charles Hiabei-t, 
James Chester, 



George Cock, 
John Doyle, 
John Wethabe, 
John Wire, 
John Sadler, 
Evan EvMis, 
John Dickson, 
Thomas Chase, 
John MoiTow, 
James Forrester, 
Samuel Piatt, 
Edwai'd Flinn, 
Thomas Duane, 
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Samuel Dale, 
John M'Lean, 
John Graves, 
Eichavd Hughes, 
John Downing, 
John Thomas, 
John Shalf, 
Joseph Poor, 
Samuel Nach, 
John Colhngton, 
John Davis, 
Kirtland Giiffing, 
Heniy Nalander, 
John Dirand, 
James Whitney, 
Samuel Gvay, 
John Fraker, 
Patrick Mattin, 
Alexander Au^sf, 
Jacob Wendel, 
Prince Pattoson, 
Jacob Wendel, Jr. 
Abi-aham Bradley, 
Robert Calder, 
Lewis Knasel, 
Benjamin Carr, 
John Kelly, 
Michael Lyons, 
Gibman Waih, 
Zachaciah Eodgers, 
Ebenezer Brown, 
Nathan Dorter, 
WiUiam Laper, 
Joseph Still, 
Hugh Fleming, 
Thomas Malony, 
Daniel Moncor, 
Thomas Bayley, 
John Smith, 
William Scott, 
Wilham Neale, 



Jacob Arnold, 
John Neale, 
John Fitzgerald, 
Peier Lunt, 
Joseph Choat^ 
Jeremiah Percy, 
Stephen Turner, 
Daniel Hancock, 
Robert Smith, 
Richard Woodron, 
John Simpson, 
Chai'les Brown, 
John Jones, 
Peter Greenwood, 
Juba Blodgett, 
Zadock Bell, 
David Iron, 
John M'Gaham, 
William Barrett, 
Thomas Bolton, 
John. Sony, 
Owen Hewitt, 
Thomas Jones, 
Owon Rues, 
Samuel Gethel, 
Walter Dumphy, 
Juba Bourne, 
Henry Callf^han, 
Elisha Ozal, 
Joseph Scudman, 
Moses Stocking, 
Richard Mowbray, 
John Watkins, 
John Cochran, 
John Leggins, 
Archibald Martin, 
James Fearam, 
John Blean, 
Robert Hamilton, 
John Kelly, 
John Lake, 
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Artliur Bennett, 
Joseph. Sliillaber, 
Eichai'd Pricaad, 
Pheones Baker, 
David Jackson, 
Daniel Knight, 
James Brown, 



Ozere Hone, 
Joseph Batter, 
Thomaa Walsh, 
James Bounds, 
John Kennedy, 
John Mayne, 
George Skipper, 
Peter Lyons, 
John Kirks, 
Henry Wrightington, 
Benjamin Toidin, 
Nathaniel Warner, 
Hemy Wilson, 
Moses Hilton, 
John Adams, 
Abraham Simmonds, 
Daniel Nicholson, 
David Hoye, 
John Dalson, 
Zachaiiah Bassett, 
Egbert Ellis, 



William Taylor, 
Alexander Galoway, 
James Heath, 
Andrew Witham, 
Thomas Andrews, 
John Ambrose, 
Bany Clarke, 
Samuel Wall, 
Samuel Rodgers, 
Eichai'd Parishj 
Benjamin Taylor, 
William M'Caasett, 
Thomas Cox, 
John Hannibal, 
Asher Cranded, 
Charles Boss, 
Samuel Lambei't, 
Eichard Lunt, 
William Patton, 
Wdliam Brown, 
Stephen Rodgers, 
Lnther Breck, 
Ephraim Clait, 
Edwai'd Jarvis, 
Samuel Carroll, 
Joseph Strieker, 
John Diamond, 
Pan! Noyes, 
Alexander Libby. 



SUPERNUM EE AEl E8. 



Nathan Blodgett, 
Samuel Guild, 
James Daly, 
John Holeky, 



Fitz Pool, 
Ebenezer Pild, . 
Chase Eodgers, 
Banjamin Bowers, 



Secretary. 
Surgeon's Mate, 
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Peter Adams, , 
Michael Baptist, 
John Fiu'tnan, . 
Alexander Ogden, 
Matthew Ingram, 
John Spencer, . 



PAUL J0NE8, 

Coot, 

do. 
1st Sergeant. 

2d Sergeant. 
Volunteer. 



The following letters present so interesting a view of 
the motives and feelings of Com. Jones both in adverse 
and prosperous circumstances, and of the opinions entertained 
by others of hia conduct and bravery in the matter referred 
to, tHat, in justice to his memory, they are now msAe public : 

"Passy, October 11, 1VV9. 
"Jambs Love ll, Esq. 
"Sir, 
"Enclosed I send voii a copy of tiia inifiuctions I ^^^p tu Com. Jones, 
when it was intended to send with him some tiansjioifs and troops to 
make descents in England. Had not the scheme been altered by the 
more general oneof a grand invasion, I know he would have endeavored to 
put some inconsiderable towns to a high ransom oi burnt tbem. He 
sailed without the ti'oojDs, but he nevertheless would have attempted Leith, 
and went into the Fivtb of Edinhurg with that intention, but a sudden 
hard gale of wind forced him out again. The late provocations, by the 
burning of Fairfield and other towns, added to the preceding, have at 
length demolished all my moderation ; and were such another expedition, 
to be concerted, I think so much of that disposition would not appear in 
the instructions, 

"Instructions to the Hon. Johk Paul Jobtss, Esq. commander of the 
American Squadron, in the service of the United States, now in the 
port of L'Orient. 

" 1. His Majesty having been pleased to grant some troops for a 
particular expedition, proposed to annoy our common enemy, in which the 
sea force under your command might have an opportunity of distinguishing 
itself, you are to receive on board your ships-of-war, and the other vessels 
destined for that purpose, the ti'ooiis that shall present themselves to you, 
afford them such accommodations as shall he most proper for preserving 
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their health, acd convey them to such port or place as their conimiinder 
ghall desire to land theia at 

" 2. When the troops ace landed, jou are to aid by all means in your 
power their operations, as they will be instructed in like manner to aid 
and support those you may make with your ships, that so by this conciu'- 
renoe and union of your different forces, all that such a compounded 
strength is capable of, may he effected, 

" 3, You are, during the expedition, never to depart imrn the troops, so 
as not to be able to protect them, or to secure their retreat in case of a 
repulse ; and, in all events, you are (o endeavor their complete re-embark- 
ation on hoard the ships and ti'ansporte under your command when the 
expedition shall be ended. 

"4. You are to bring to France all the English seamen yon may 
happen to take prisoners, in order to complete the good work you already 
have made such progress in, of deliveiing by an exchange the rest of our 
countrymen now languishing in the gaols of Great Britmn. 

" 5. As many of your officers' and people have lately escaped fi'om 
English pmons, either in Europe or America, you are to be particularly 
attentive to thar conduct towards the piisoners which the fortune of war 
may throw into your hands, lest the resentment of the more than bar- 
barous usage by the English in many places towards the Americans, 
should occasion a retaliation and imitation of what ought rather to be 
detested and avoided for the sake of humanity and for the honor of 
our eountiy, 

" a. In the same view, although the English have wantonly burnt 
many defenceless towns in America, you are not to follow this example, 
uidesa when a reasonable ransom is refused, in which ease your own 
generous feelings as well aa this insti'uction, will induce you to give timely 
notice of your intention, that sick and ancient persons, women, and 
children may be firat removed. 

"Given at Passy, this 28th day of April, 1T79. 

"B. FllANHLlN, 

" Minister' Plenipotentiaiy trom the United 
States at the Court of Fraice," 



"Amsterdam, October 25, ITYS. 
" The Hon. Commodore Jokbs. 
"Dear Sui, 
" I am with your favor of the 20th, The following hnes are a 
abstract of a letter &om the great man at the Hague. 
10 



Hosted by 



Qoo^z 



146 LIFE OF JOHN PAUL JONES. 

" ' I am extremely glad to find that the affeir wLieh caused me so much 
uneaaineas, lias not been followed by any disagj'eeable circumstances. I 
rely confidently on the circumspection of Mr. Jones, and I am well 
persuaded that he will not give me occasion for the slightest complaint, 
and what is equally as important, is that he experiences here the most 
fcivorable treatment. The States of Holland have unanimously adopted 
the advice of the Admiralty, which is in perfect conformity with that of 
the particular College of Amsterdam, of which you have been infoi-med. 
In a!i probability the resolution, of the province wiU be confirmed on 
Monday by that of the States General, and the answer highly satisfactoiy 
for the Congress ti-aiismitted to Mr. Yorlie. I learn with great pleasure 
that Mr, Jones has received ordera which are agreeable to liim, relative to 
Capt. Landtus.' " 

" They want here your answer I'especting the five desertei's, who are 
seized, and yom- prbmiae to pai'don them when you will have them in 
your power. 

"After having read with attention the copy of your letter, dear sir, to 
his excellency Dr. Frankhn, of the 3d of October, intended for M, de 
Capelle, I think it highly improper to be sent to the gentieman so as it is 
presently, and that he must not be acquainted with your complaints 
against M. de ChaumonL I think I must 1«!1 yon also, dear sir, that I 
am not in any connection with this gentleman respecting Ameiica, and 
that nobody has the secret of my negotiations here, besides two great men, 
with whom this gentleman is not iatimat*. He is a very good republican, 
but by his circumstances he cannot do any good towards an aUiance 
between the two republics. He is a well thinking private, but that is all ; 
being excluded from any share of goveniment in his country. This 
between us. I am, &c., 

"Dtoas. 
"P. S. The great man desires to know when you think to be ready 
to sail" 

" On board the Serapis at the Texel, October l&th, 1779. 
"M, Lb Ray Ds Chaumont, Jun, : 

" You will pai'don, my deal' friend, my not having written to you earlier 
since my arrival here ; my silence has not, I assure you, been the efiect of 
the little misunderstanding which unhappily took place between your father 
and myself when he imposed upon me a ' Concordat at Groaix, which I 
thought, and think still, I dishonored my hand by signing. The ticklish 
and unceilain situation of the politics of this country as aifecting the flag 
of America, has hitherto so much occupied my attention, that I have found 
little leisure to write. My feara in that respect being now entii'ely removed 
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by an unaiiimoiis resolution of the States Genera!, that is fer more favorable 
to our cause than I had reason to expect,— I employ this breathing space 
with great pleasure to assure you that my regard and affection for alt the 
iamily of do Chaumont is fai' from diminished : I eai'nestly wish your iather 
to give to oblivion the past misinteliigence. I am pereuaded that he ivill 
now see the impropriety of communicating loo early the intended enter- 
prises and operations of a partisan, and no longer blame me for avoiding 
free conversations on such Bubjects. It is not, indeed, my characteristic to 
be &ee of words. My heai^i however, is no sti'anger to the seiitiments and 
duties of friendship, though my situation as a servant of the public leaves 
me without the power of obliging my private friends, escept in the pleasure 
which I am persuaded they take in hearing of my success, when they have 
furnished me with ih& means. 

" It affords me pleasm'e to assure you that I cannot too much praise the 
gallant behavior of the young volunteer Baptiste Travallier whom yon sent 
to L'Orient. In the engagement a sailor called for a wad in loading one of 
the great guns ; he furnished him immediately by substituting his coat, 
which he then wore, and soon afterward, when tie Bon homme Eidiard 
was on fire, he instantly took off his shirt, and dipped it in water and 
applied it with gi'eat dexterity to smother the ilames. 

" Present my best respects to Madame de Chaumont and to your sisters. 
I beseech them and you to love me, and that your fether will forgive 
my past fault, which was the effect only of my believing that he had less 
confidence in me than he had taught me to expect, and had always said 
I had merited. 

"I am, affectionatfily and truly, &c." 



certify that the < 



igiiial, of which the preceding is a copy, was duly 
"Le Eay db Chaumost. 



.e Serapis at the Texel, Oct. 36iA, 1779. 



"JVeui Tork, Der,. 1824." 

■' On hoard ii 
"EnwARB Banoboet, Esq. 

"Mr Dear Feibnd, 

" Yonr warm and affectionate letter of the 14th is doubly welcome ; and 
although it overrates and praises my services beyond their real merits, yet 
the commendation of snperior nndei'standing, and from the man whom I 
entirely love and esteem, cannot but atibrd me the tru^t pleasure. 

" M. de Chaumont has written rae a very affectionate letter ; but then 
he had written me many equally affectionate letters, even from the first of 
our acquaintance, offering me always the most disinterested services, until 
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that of the 14th of June, whereof I enclose acopy. lie has not yet offered 
me an apology respecting the dishonorahle. ' Concordat' which he after- 
wards imposed upon me at Groaix. I love him, however, notwithstanding; 
and his excellency tells me that M. de Chauraont has still ' a great regard 
for me.' That asaui'ance reyives all my former friendship, and will con- 
firm it, if you think tie answer which I have here inclosed is proper, and 
that the dehvery of it will put a final end on his part to our misunder- 
standing. At any rat«, I pray you 1« pi'esent my warmest respects to the 
whole family, for whom I shall ever retain a grateful afieddou. 

" I am happy, my dear air, in being able to assure yon that, in spite of 
Sir Joseph,* flie flag of freedom is highly respected indeed at the Texel. I 
had yesterday the honor to receive authority, by an unanimous resolution 
of tte States, and by an order of Ihe Prince of Orange, fa> land as many 
prisoneis as I please, to place sentinels to guard them in the fort on the 
Texel, to haul up the di'awbridge of that fort, and to take them away 
i^ain from thence whenever I think proper, and dispose of them after- 
wards as though they had never been knded. Euzaa, America I 

"Captain Landais has been ashore for some days past, but I believe is 
not yet set out from the Helder. I understand that he has been and is 
ti'ying fo excite the compassion of the people, and in that mode to obtain 
certificate in his tavor. It is natural also to conclude that the late captain 
of the Serapis will continue to stretch a point, and save his own credit if 
he can, by speaking of damage done to him by the Affiance. Let them 
do thdr utmost I shall forward the necessary proof. 

" Yours, &e." 

" On hoard tlte Bon homme Richard's prise, the ship of war Serapu I 
of 44 guns, at the Texel, Oct. 28Ck, :7Y9. f 
" To Sladam Le Rat be Chaumont. 

" I can no longer, my dear madam, refrain ftom writing to you, although 
I have not been honored with a hne from you since my letter from L'Orient, 
dated 13th June. 

" I congratulate you on my late success, because I know it aifords you 
pleasure ; and knowing this is, I assure you, a very singular addition to 
my satisfaction. What has given me more pain, however, than words can 
express, has been a want of confidence on the part of M. de Chaumont 
after he had honored me with strong proof of his friendship and good 
opinion, llie ' concordat ' which, to my great surprise, he imposed upon 
me in the moment of my departure from L'Orient, was the most hnmiliat- 
mg paper that ever a friend forced upon the commander of a sqnadron, 

• Sir Joseph Yorke, English minister .it iha Hague. 
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and oven my s 



IS ]ias not wiped off tlie dishonor of my hai'ing signed 



" I aui willing to believe that mj frJeod did not see the concordat in the 
same light, and that the idea was not originally his own, hut only by him 
adopted from the misrepresentations of persons who were constaiitly buzz- 
ing in his ear, and showing an infinity of theory which tbey have not 
since been quite so happy in redudng to practice. I say, as I verily believe, 
that the idea was not originally his own; and as I love him still with 
■undiminished and grateful affection, I earnestly wish him to forgive the 
complaints which I have made, and to continue towai'ds me his firat 
wai-mth of fiiendship and confidence. 

"My departure troai hence is extremely imcertain; my destination, too, 
is better known to Dr. F. than myself at present, Onr ships are now in a 
severe storm. I mention this only to show that I can, in no situation, for- 
get how much I owe to the polite attentions and friendship of the amiable 
iamEy at Passy, which I beseedi you to believe I shall ever remember 
with sentiments of the most hvely esteem and affection, being very truly, 
" Your obUged friend, &c." 



"I certify that the original of the foregoing letter 
my mother. 



'^ New YorJs, Deceniher, 1824." 



duly received by 
Lb Kay de Chaumoht. 



" Ow board the £ 



the ship of tear Serapis, ) 
at the Texel, October mth, 1719. f 



"The Mai'quis Be Lafayeite, Paiis. 

"A thousand thanks to my loved and noble fiiend for the very kmd and 
affectionate letter that he did me the honor to write me fi'om iJis Havre, 
which greatly rewards ms for the dangers which I have lately overcoiue, 
"Words are wanting to express how much I esteem, how highly I value, 
smd how much I wisli to merit the friendship and affection of the American 
Gteneral Mai'quis De Lafayette. 

"I am very mucli concerned and ashamed to understand that my 
' numbers,' that you received fi'om L'Orient, were so ill composed. It is 
proof that tieir ladyships the Muses, however condescending they may be 
on the banks of the Hehcon, will not dispense their favours to the sons of 
Neptune, especially while they are 



"In truth, my dear General, I am almost as sorry that you have not 
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teen able to imcleretatict my meaning as if I had been addrrasing myself 
to — a fair lady ! The enclosed key will, however, I hoiw unlock the past 
difficulty, and enable you fully to see what I so much -wish you to under- 
stand- 

" I will send you Teiy soon a little work that shall be better finished 
than that from L'Oiient ; and in the mean time a machine, to which the 
present key is adapted, is fonvai'ded thi'ough the hands of Dr. Bancroft, 
in case yon should have spoOed or thrown away the one formerly sent. 

" The late brutahties of the Britons in America fills me witli horror and 
indignation. They forget that they are men; and I believe that nothing 
will bring them to then' senses but the most exemplary retaliation. Lan- 
dais is ordered to Paris to answer for his past conduct 

" I wish to answer very particnlarly the three points which you have 
propounded. 1st. I never meant to ask a rewai'd for my services, either 
from Fi'ance or America : consequently the approbation of the Court and 
of the Congi'ess is all the gratification I can wish for. 2dly. I yet intend 
to undertake whatever the utmost exertion of my abilities wiU reach in 
support of the common canse, as fej' as any force that may in future be 
entiiiated to my direction may enable me to succeed ; I hope, however, my 
fiitwe force will be better composed than when I sailed from L'Orient. I 
must a^l from the Tejtel in coiuse of nest month, because ships cannot 
afteiTvard remdn here in this road. My destination or iout« fi'om hence I 
yet know not ; bnt I need not tell you that I wish to see your face ! 
Sdly. It is now in vain to say what might have been done two years ago, 
with the force you mention ; but I believe, if properly supported by sea, 
such a force might yet perform very essential service. There is no guard- 
ing, you know, against storms; and one would wish either to avoid or to 
outsail a superior sea force. As I believe you know my way of thinking 
on such subjects, I shall offer you no alignment. I know you want no 
prorhpter. 

" I beg Captain Eicot's pardon for ha\'ing said in the exti'act of my 
journal that, in the engagement with the Serapis, he prevented my officers 
and men in the pilot boat from coming to my assistance. I now find tLit 
this did not happen till the pilot boat had returned to tlie Vengeauce, 
about the middle of the action, without haying boai'ded the Bon homme 
Eichard according to Captaia Eicot's ordera. I was a littie vexed, too, 
ifeat Captain Ricot did not come on board the Bon homme Eichard the 
next day, to otfer me his assistance, when I was in the gi'eatest imaginable 
distress, and the signal was flying. But tiiese ai'e trifles— and I am much 
more obliged to him for not firing, than to Landais for killing my men 
and sinking my ship. Upon the whole Captain Eicot has acted as became 
a sensible and prudent officer, and is a man with whom I wish to be fiu^ 
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ther connected. At Leith he was destined to cover the descent, and I am 
fully convinced that he would have executed it with gi'eat honor to him- 
self, had not the gale of wind in the critical moment rendered the design 
impracticable. I shall coirect the error in my letter to the minister, and 
do his character justice. I have a very good opinion of the abilities of 
CaptMtt Cottineau, and I wish to be concerned with them both in future 
with better ships. But I must speak plainly my opinion, since you desire 
it. I do not think that the deahe of glory was the uppermost sentiment 
in the breast of any capt^n under my command, at the time we left 
L'Orient. 

"I shall evev be proud to merit fie just title of, my dear marquis, 

" Your very affectionate and fiuthful Mend and servant, &c. 

" I remember to ]iave received such a letter. 

" Lafatette. 
"February 10th, 1825." 

" Tif3^d, oil board the Serapia, November 5, l7V0. 
" M. Dumas, i&c. ifec. Ac. 

" I have, my dear Sir, your two esteemed favors of the 3d. I am 
much obliged to M. de Neufville for hia good intentions ; but duty must 
take the precedence of pleasure, and therefore I have no desire at present 
to revisit either Amsterdam or even the Hague. I must wait a more 
fevorable opportuni^ to kiss the hands of the fair. 

"As I had tile honor to write you fully last night, I have now very 
little to add resjiecting my situation, only that I have resolved to send up 
the purser of the Alliance immediately to Amsterdam, in order to hasten 
the sending down a few aitides that ai'e really wanted, and that can be 
got without any loss of time, and before we get the mast secured. If the 
weather permits, what remains to be done, may be effected within four or 
five days, and then I shall not remain idle here. In the mean tinie I 
wish the &reat Man would order the two French cutters here to attend 
our motion. I behove it will not be difficult to pei'suade them. 

" With respect to the powera of Capt. Peaison, 1 am convinced tliat he 
has received no authority from Sir Joseph Yorke. His powers, however, 
must be as ample as mine ; and I should not, I assure you, have madle 
such a convention with him, if Captain Eemiisma, on the part of the 
States General, had not given me verbally, fi^e hberty to land the 
wounded prisoners, and to guard them in the fort on the Texel by my 
soldiers with drawn swords, and with the bridges hauled up at our 
pleasure, and with iree liberty to embark them again, and dispose of 
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them as though they had not hi:m landed in Holland. You see therpfore 
that my convention with Capt. Pearson does not bind me to contmue the 
priaoneis ashore; I can embark them again whenever I please, and it 
was only intended on my part as a security against elopement They 
have hitherto been guai'ded with the di'awbiidges hauled up or let down 
at the sovereign will and pleasure of the 'Governor General.' If my 
wishes succeed, it will afford America matter of exultation ; and, at the 
worst, we can only lose eighteen or nineteen dangerously woimded 
prisoners which, I think, will be made up by our having had possession 
of a fort on the Texel. I shall only add that my meaning has been good, 
and fiat I thought I might rely on tie guaranty that I had on the pai't of 
the States General while we could keep the prisoners from making their 
escape from the fort. 

" I am with respect and attaclimeiit, youra, &o." 



"JUiance, at sea, JDecemher 27, 1119, 
" M. Dumas, 

" I am hei'e, my philosopher with a good wind at east, and under my 
best American colors ; so far you have your wish. What may be the 
event of this ciitical moment I know not. I am not, however, without 
good hopes. Tln-ough the ignorance or drunkenness of tie old pilot, 
the Alhaiice was last night got foiil of a Dutch merchant ship, and, I 
believe, the Dutchman cut our cable. We lost the best bower andior, 
and the ship was brought up with the sheet anchor so near the shore, 
that this morning I have been obliged to cut the cable in order fo get 
clear of the shore, and that I might not lose this opportunity of escaping 
from purgatory. 

" I wiBh Mr. Hoogland would have the sheet and best bower anchois 
taken up, that they may be sent to France or sold, as M. De Neufville 
may find most expedient. The pilot knows where tie ancbow lay, and 
unless he assists willingly in taking them up, he ought not in my opinion 
to be paid for his services on boai'd her. 

" Adieu, my dear friend ; present my best respects to youi' fireside, and 
to the good patriot, i&c. ; and believe me to be always affectionately, &c" 



The consternation and uproar pi-oduced in Great Britain, and 
particularly on Hie coasts of that island and of Ireland, by tJie 
rumors of tids unpai-aUeled exploit, were amazing. It natui'aJly 
itself in the putlic mind witJi the descent upon 
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Whitehaven and the capture of the Drake. Ordei-s were 
expedited in every direction for ships-of-war to put to sea in 
quest of Jones, with instmctions to take him at all haaards. 
The annexed extracts from newepapere of that day, will 
demonstrate what aggi'avating annoyance a single intelligent, 
hrave, and skilful officer may give to a very large portion of the 
snhjecte of a great empire : — 



'^London, Septewher 27, 1779. 
"A letter from Sunderland, dated 20th September, says, that an express 
andved there on the 18th fiwm Aymoiith with information that Paul Jones 
was off there, with five sail of ships-of-war, and 2000 troops on hoard; 
that, on the 19th, they appeared off Sunderhmd, and came up witliin two 
miles, which put the mhahitants into great confusion, as they expected 
them to land every hour, or destroy the ships in the harbor." 



Extract of a letter from Stockton, Septeml)er Slat. 

" The undermentioned ship have appeared off this place under tbo 
command of Paul Jones ; we have sent the hearers to inform all light 
colhers they may meet with to talie harbor as soon as possible, and there 
to remmn fill they receive advice of tlieir being off the coast. 

" On Saturday noon two gentlemen of the corporation of Hull amved 
express at the Admh'alty with the alarming account that the celebrated 
American Corsair Paul Jones had entered the Biver Humber on Thni'sday 
last, and chased a vessel to within a mile of the pier, where he sunk, 
burned, and desti'oyed 16 sail of valuable vessels, which threw the whole 
town and neighborhood into the utmost consternation. He had talien 9 
or 10 colhera and other vessels a day or two before he appeared at Hul!, 
Che following is the force of Jones's squadron. 
"A Boston built frigate with 40 guns npon one deck (Jones's ship). 

A French ship {an old Indiaman), of 44 guns. 

Two American fiigatea of 32 guns each, new. 

One 20 gun " 

Two brigantines of 18 gum each. 

And two small tenders. 
" On Saturday night another express anived at the Admiralty from 
Hull wiiii the further disagreeable intelligence, that Paul Jones's squadron, 
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after ha-vlHg done more mischief in tlie shipping on Friday, had fell in 
with the Bsdfic fleet, and had taken their convoy the Serapis man-of-war 
of 44 guns, Captain Pearson, and the aiined ship the Countess of Scar- 
horongh, Captain Piercy, of 24 guns. This action was seen by thousands 
of spectators. The other ships of Jones's squadron were making havoc 
among the fleet, most of which, however, had taken shelter near 
Flamborough and the Head. 

" From four captured Americans it was discovered that it was Jones's 
plan to alarm the coasts of Wales, Ireland, the western parts of Scotland, 
and the Noiih. Channel Jones took several prizes on the coast of Ii'eland, 
(pfflijeulaj'ly two armed transports with stores for New York,) in the 
North sea, and near the Firth of Forth, and had it in his power to have 
bomt Leith, but his orders are only to burn shipping. His squadron is 
now but weakly manned, owing to the great number of prizes he has 
taken, and it therefore may fall au easy conquest to the 16 sail of men-of- 
war who have orders to go aftei' him. 

" The Serapis man-of-war lost her main-mast, bowsprit, and mizen top- 
mast before she struck, and the Countess of Scai'borough made an 
exceeding gwod defence against one of the 32 grui frigates. The enemy's 
44 gun ship was not in the action, and the Serapis sti'uck to Jones's ship 
and the other 32 gun frigate. 

"Expresses also arrived on Saturday from Sundei'land, stating that 
Paul Jones had taken 16 sail more of colliers. In consequence of the 
capture of so many colliers and the intermpfion of the trade, the price of 
coals will be enoimous. Instead of having the dominion of the sea, 
it is now evident that we are not able to defend our own coast from 



"The master of a sloop from Harwich, who arrived y 
Saturday last, no less than eleven sail of men-of-war going in sern-ch of 
Paul Jones, and among them was the Edgar of 74 guns. 

" By the examination of the four men belonging to one of Paul Jones's 
squadron, it appeal's that Jones's order's were not to bum any houses or 
towns. "What au example of honor and greatness does America thus 
show to vs ! "While our troops are running about from town to town on 
their coast, and hmning everything with a wanton, wicked barbarity, Dr. 
Franklin gives no oi'dem to retaliate,— he is above it ; and there was a 
time when an English minister was above it ; when an English minister 
would have disdained to make war in so villainous a mode. It is a 
disgrace to the nation. Paul Jones could have burned Leith the other 
day with the greatest ease, and another little town near it. 

" Yesterday Lord Sandwich informed some Eusaian merehanis who waited 
on him, that twenty of his Majesty's ships were sent in quest of Paul Jones. 
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— Capt. Peai'son who commanded tie Serapis of 44 guns 
wHch was taken by Paul Jones, was appointed to the Endymion of 44 
d at Limehouse and fitting out there for sea, and was 
m in the North aea to go on board of her. 



'■^ Philadelphia, January \^th, IVSO. 
Extract of a letUr from B Orient, October 20ik, 1779. 
"The brave Captain Jones, on the 23d of last month, attacked th 



Baltic fleet of 60 sail, under convoy of t 
Scarborough of 20.'' 



ipis of 44 guns, and the 



From V Orient, dated October 22d, 

" The gallant behavior of Captain Paul Jones, at present engages 
whole attention here. In my last I informed you that he had the c 
mand of a small squadron then on a cmiae. He a^led round Ireland and 
Scotland, spreading terror and devastation in evei'y part. He took, burnt. 



and snnk a great number of Vi 
extremely rich. 

"On the 23d 
fleet under convoy of the Sera 
20 guns. The Pallas, after 
latter, and Jone 
for three houra 



i, among them a ship bound to Quebec 



n the evening, he fell in with the Baltic 

44 guns, and the Countess of Scai'borough 

engagement of shont an hour, took tiie 

the poor Richard attacked the former, — they fought 

a hal^ with inconceivable rage ; two Jioura of which 



time they were fest to each other, and almost all the time c 
other was on fire. The Serapis is a fine new ship, sheathed with copper, 
on an entire new construction, and thought to be the fastest saihng vessel 
in Europe; she has two entire batteries, the lower of which is 18 
pounders, so that she may be said to be almost double the force of the 
Poor Kichard." 



Extract of another letter fi-om the same place. 
"The Poor Ei chard, with all the assistance afforded from tlio other 
ships after the action, could not be kept above water, and Jones had th.9 
mortification to see her go down. He hsa made a good exchange, but he 
wished to have got the Poor Richard into port, shattered as she was, as a 
picture of curioaity and distress." 



On the return of the squadron to the Texel, Captain Landais 
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3, a report that he, and not Commodore Jones, had 
L the Serapia to surrender. To give plausibility to the 
story, he referred to his having raked the British fiigate, which, 
in part, was true ; but it was equally tme that he fired more 
repeatedly, and with more iatal effect into the Bon homme 
Eichard ; nor did he, at any period of the action, lay the Serapis 
along side, as he was directed, or take such a position as would 
have caused the enemy to strike his flag at an earlier moment. 
Had Laadais closed with the Serapis, aa Commodore Jones did, 
she must have almost immediately yielded, and the lives of 
many valuable men would have been spai'ed. His omission to 
embrace the chance offered by the Commodore to secure or 
destroy the merchantmen of the convoy was altogether unpar- 
donable. The vain boasting of Captain Landais, and his 
misconduct during the battle as well as previously thereto, 
induced Jones to recur to the testimony of the officers of his 
squadron, who had been eyewitnesses of Landais's behavior, 
and their evidence was collected, in coincidence with the advice 
of Dr. Franklin, and incorporated in the annexed documents, 
the tenor of which will remove every sci-uple of doubt as to the 
disobedient and reprehensible procedure of the captain of the 
Alliance. 

" Charges and Proofs respeetinff the Conduct of Peter Landais. 

" We, the officera, &c. of the American squadron now at the Texel, this 
30tli day of October, 11T9, do attest and declare, upon ouv words of honor 
as gentlemen, that all the following artides, which we aubsoiibe, respecting 
the conduct of Peter Laadais, Captain of the frigate Alliance, are really 
and truly matters of fact. In witness whereof we hereunto sign our names 
and quahtiea ; and will, at any time hereafter, be ready io prove the same 
upon bath if required. 

" 1. The Captain of the Alliance did not take the steps in his power to 
prevent his ship from getting foul of the Bon homme Richard, in the Bay 
of Biscay ; for instead of putting his helm a-weafher, and beaiing up to 
make way for his commanding officer, which was his duty, he left the 
deck to load his pistols. 
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" 2, When in chase of a ship, supposed an English East Indiaman, on 

the day of August, 1 199, Captain Landais did not do his iitmost to 

overtake that ship, ivhieh he might easily have done hefbre night, but put 
his helm a-weather, and hore away sevei'al times in tlie day, after the 
Alliance had gained the wake of the chase, and was overtaking her very 
fast. 

" 3. Captain Landais hehaved with disrespect and impertinence towai'ds 
the commander-in-chief of the squadron, on frequent occasions. 

" 4. He diaoheyed his signals. 

" 5. He very seldom answered any of them. 

" 6. He expressed bis fears and apprehensions of heing taken on the 
coast of Ireland, and insisted on leaving sight of it immediately, when we 
had cmized there only two days. 

"7. His separation from the squadron the first time, must have hap- 
pened either through ignorance or design; hecause though he distinctly 
saw the signal for the course hefore night, yet he altered it, fiiist two, and 
then four points of the compass, before morning. 

" 8. His separation from the squadron the second time, must also have 
happened through ignorance or design ; because the wind heing at N.W., 
and the other ships, to Ms hnmnledge, lying to, and heing astern of the 
Alliance, what less than separation could be the consequence of his 
obstinacy in ordeiing the weather main-brace to be hauled in, and the 
ship to he steered S.W., and 8.W. by S., in the ti'ongh of the sea, which 
was done from ten at night till moniing ; and he would not then peimit 
the ship to be tacked, in order to I'egmn the squadron, as was proposed to 
him by the ofBeers. 

" 9. On the morning of the 23d September, when the Bon homme 
Richard, after being otF the Spurn, came in sight of the Alliance and 
Pallas, off Flamhorough Hea<l, Caption Landais distinctly told Captain 
Cottineau, that if it was, as it appeared, a fifty gun ship, they must run 
away ; although he must have been sure that the Pallas, from her heavy 
sailing, must have fiillen a sacrifice. 

" 10. In the afternoon of the same day, Captain Landais paid no 
attention to signals, particularly tJie signal of preparation, and for the line ; 
which was made with gi'eat care, and very distinetiy, on board tte Bon 
homme Richard, 

"11. Although the AUiance was a long way ahead of the Bon homme 
Richard, when beai'ing down on the Baltic fleet, yet Captain Landais lay 
out of gunsh«t to windwai'd, until the Bon homme Richard had passed 
by and closely engaged the Serapis, and then, instead of coming to close 
action with the Countess of Scarborough, the Alliance fired at very long 
shot. 
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"12. He continued to windward, and, a considerable time after the 
action b^an, fell astern and spoke the Pallas, leaving the Countess of 
Scarborough in the wake of the ship engaged, and at free libeity to rake 
the Bod homme Bichard. 

" 13. After the Bon homme Richard and Serapis were made fast along 
side of each otlier {which was not done till an honr after (he engagement 
began). Captain Landais, mit of musket shot, raked the Bon homme 
Richard with crossbar and grape shot, &C., which killed a number of men, 
dismounted snndrj guns, put ont the side lights, and silenced all the 12 
poundeis. 

" 14. The Alliance then ran down towards the Pallas and Scarborough, 
that were at the time engaged at a con.siderable distance to leeward of the 
Bon homme Richard and Serapis, and Captain Landais hovered about 
there out of gunshot, and without firing, till some time aflsr the Countess 
of Scarborough liad stnick ; and then bore down under her topsails, and 
spoke, first the prize, and then the Pallas, asking a number of questions. 

" IS. At last Captain Landfus made siul under his topsails, to work up 
to windward, but made tacks before he (being within the range of gi'ape- 
shot, and, al ike longest, three quartern of an hour before the Setapia 
struck) fired a second broadside into the Bon homme Richard's lai'hoavd 
quai-ter, the latter part whereof waa fired when the Alliance was not more 
than three points abaft; the Bon homme Richai'd's beam, although many 
tongues had cried from the Bon homme Richard that Captain Landds 
was filing into the wrong ship, and prayed him to lay the enemy 
alongside. Three large signal Janthoms, with proper signal wax candles 
in them, and well lighted, had also, previously to his firing, been hung 
over the bow, quarter, and waist of the Bon homme Kchard in a horizontal 
line, which was the signal of reconnoissance ; and the ships, the one having 
a high poop, and bang all black, the other having a low stem, with 
yellow sides, were easily distinguishable, it being full moon, 

" 16, The Alhance then passed at a very considerable distance along 
the larboard or off side of the Bon homme Eichard, and having tacked 
and gained the wind, ran down again to leeward, and, in crossing the Bon 
homme Richard's bow, Capt. Landais raked her with a third broadside, 
after being constantly called to from the Bon homme Richard not to fii'e, 
but io lay the enemy alongside. 

" 17. Sundry men were killed and wounded by the broadsides mentioned 
in the two last ajticles, 

" 18. Captain Landais never passed on the off side of the Serapis, nor 
conld that ship ever bring a gun to bear on the Alliance at any time dur- 
ing the engagement. 

" 19. The leaks of the Bon homme Richard increased much after being 
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fired upon by the Alliance ; and as the most dangerous shot which the 
Bon homme Eiohard received under the water were under the larboard 
how and quaiter, they must have come fi.'om the Miance, for tlie Serapis 
was on the other side. 

" 20. Several people on board the AUiance told Captain Landiiis, at 
different times, that he fired upon the wrong ship ; others refused to fire. 

" 31. The Alliance only fired three broadsides, while within ^ ehot, 
on the Bon homme RidiMTi and Serapis. 

" 22, The morning after the engagement, Captain Landais at vie 1 ed 
on boaj'd the Serapis, that he raked each time with grape-shot wh cL. be 
knew would scatter. 

" 33. Captain Landais has acknowledged, since the act o that 1 e 
would have thought it no harm if the Bon homme Biohaid had struok, 
for it would have given hi-m an opportunity to retake her, and to take the 
Serapis. 

" 24. He has frequently declared that he was the only American in 
the squadron, and that he was not under the ordere of Captain Jones. 

" 26. In coming into the Texel he declared that if Captain Jones should 
hoist a broad pennant, he would, to vex him, hoist another. 



"I attest the aitieles nnmbor 2, 4, 5, 10, II, 15, 16, and 22, to 1)0 mat- 
ters of fact, and I believe all the rest. 

" lioBERT Coram, Midshipman." 

"I attest the articles number 2, 3, 4, 6, 9, 10, II, 13, 15, IG, 17, 19, 
31, and 32, to be matters effect, and I believe all the rest 

" J. W. LiNTHWAiTB, MidshipmM." 

"I attest the articles number 3, 3, 4, 6, 6, 10, 11, 13, 15, 10, 17, 19, 
21, and 22, to be matters of fact, and I beheve all the rest. 

"John Mateani, Midshipman." 



"I attest the articles number 1, 3, 3, 4, 6, 6, 7, 8, 10, 13, 15, 16, 17, 
18, 19, 20, 22, 23, and 24, to be mattera of fact, and I beheve all the 

" Lieut. Col, "WEiBKiiT," 

" I attest the articles number 2, 3, and 11, to bo mattei-s of fact, and I 
beheve all the rest. 

" Bkkjamih Stcbbs, Midshipman." 
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"I attest the ai-Hdes number 3, 3, 4, 6, 6, 10, 11, 13, 15, 16, and 17, 
be matters of faiit, and I believe all the rest. 

" Thomas Poiier, Midshipman." 



" I attest the articles number 2, 3, 4, 5, 10, U, 13, 15, and 10, to be 
matters of fact, and I beheve all the rest. 

" NATHAMrBr. Fannikg, Midshipman." 

"I attest the artdclea number 3, i, 5, 10, 11, 13, 15, 16, 17, 19, and 
21, to be matters of Ihct, and I believe all the rest. 

"Thomas Lubdt, Midshipman." 



"I attest the articles number 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 10, 11, 13, 15, 16, and 17, 

to be matters of fact, and 1 believe all the rest. 

"Beaumont Groube, Midshipman." 



" I attest the ai'ticles number 2, 3, 4, 5, 10, 11, 15, 10, 17, 18, and 23, 
tfl be mattei's of fact. 

" Stack, Lieut, of Walsh's Eeg." 

"I attest the ailicles number 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 10, 11, 13, 15, 19, 23, and 
24, to be matters of fact. 

" Maoarihy, Officer i)f WiJsh's Keg." 



"I attest the aiHacles number 2, 3, 4, S, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, and 21, to 
be matters of feet, 

" KiciiARD Dale, First Lieutenant." 



"I attest the articles number 8, 3, 4, 5, 11, 14, ajid 22, to bo matters 
of fact. 

" IlEBaY LuMT, Second Lieutenant." 



" I attest the articles nimiber 2, 3, 4, 5, 10, 11, 13, 15, 16, I7, 18, 19, 
and 21, to be matters of fact. 

" Samuel Staoby, Master," 
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"We attest tlie articles uumljer 2, 3, 4, 5, 7, 8, U, 12, 18* 20, and 
21, to be mattera of fact. 

"James DaaoB, Lieutenant, 1 

"John BuoKUiY, Master, J- Alliance," 

"John Larchbr, Master's Mate, ) 

"I atfflst to the artieles number 11, 12, 14, and 24 ; as to the 4th 
ailricle, I know that he refused to obey the agnals for going on boai'd the 
Bon homme Richard ; and with respect to the Elth article, I recollect tha.t 
he said, ' If it is a ship of more than fifty guns, we have nothing to do 
but to run away.' 

" De CoriTSEAu DB Klogubnb, Captain of the Pallas." 

" I attest the ai-ticles number 3, 5, 11, 12, 20, and 22, to be niattera of 
fact. 

" M. Park, Captain of Marines of the Alliance." 



" I, the subscriber, being sent for by the Commodore on tlie 23d day 
of September, to repair immediately on board his ship, the Bon homme 
Richard, there to examine and find out the leats of his ship, which was 
within an hour after her engagement with tie Serapis, an English ship of 
war, I accordingly obeyed the Commodore's orders, and repaired on board 
his ship, when, after seai'chicg diligently without and within the said ship, 
I fonnd it was impracticable to stop the leaks, the ship's bottom being so 
much shattered, 

" Dated on boai'd the ship Serapis; at sea, September 24th, 17'79. 

" James Bbaog, Master Carpenter of the Affiance." 



" I, the subscriber, late midshipman on board the late American ship of 
war the Bon homme Richard, but now acting in that capacity on board 
the ship of war the Serapis, which ship was taken by the Bon homme 
Richard, on the night of tie 23d of September last, the same night I was- 
stationed in the Bon homme Richai'd's main-top the whole of the action. 
About two horn's after the engagement commenced, I saw, to my great 
surprise, the Alliance come under the Bon homme Richard's stern, and ftre 
her whole broadside into the Bon homme Richard ; she then came along 
the off side of the Bon homme Richard, and came under her bow, when 
i anotiier volley of both grape and round shot, which I heard 



offside of the Sevap 
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sti'ike the rigging, masfa, &a., on board the Bow homine Richard. Tliough 
previous to the Alliance firing the second time into the Bon homme Eichard, 
I heard some of our officers and men call to the Alliance, which was then 
within hail, for God's sake not to fire into the Bon homme Richard, for, 
said they, you have killed several of oar men aheady. Notwithstanding 
all this, she filled a number of shot afterward into the Bon homme Richard. 
But as to the number of men the Alliance killed on board the Bon homme 
Richard, I cannot ascertain; however, as to what I have written here, I 
can attest to as a fcct. 

" Given under my hand this 23d day of October, 1779. 

" Nathaniel Fanniho,"* 

* " An intelligent, EBnsibie ofliear. He had tlie good fortune and tha merit of 
Biding to overcoma the enemy stationed in the main-lop of Ihe Setapis. He 
commanded afterward, and until tiie close of the war, the privateer Eclipse, 



" I, late a midshipman on board of the Bon homme Richard, and aid- 
de-camp to the Honorable John Paul Jones in the action of the 23d of 
September, off Flamboroi^h Head, do certify, that an hour after the com- 
mencement of it, I was on the main-deeit, where there was a brisk firing 
kept up until a ship raked us, when I saw two men drop dead, and several 
running from their quarters, crying out, ' The Alliance is manned with 
Englishmen, and firing upon us.' I went up immediately, and saw her 
pass by us. She then, in about two hours' time, came under our stern, 
and while we were hailing her, she fired into our larboard quarter, and 
went ahead of us ; then came before the wind, athwart our bows, whea 
she was hailed by Capttun Jones's orders, to lay the enemy on board, but 
they returning no answer, were hailed once or twice again, to which they 
answered, ' aye, aye,' and immediately fired severd guns, but they being 
at too great a distance to damage the enemy without hurting us, when 
she might have come half as near again without any danger of ninning 
foul of us or damaging tis. But, previous to the above-mentioned engage- 
ment, a signal was hove out from the Bon homme Rachard to form a line 
of battle, to which the Alliance piud no attention, but during tlie whole 
cruise the Alliance very seldom attended to any of Captain Jones's signals. 
It is my sincere opinion on the conduct of Ihe commander of the said ship, 
together with her manceuvrca during the time of action, on the 23d of last 
September, that his motive must have been to lall Captain Jones, and dis- 
tress the Bon homme Richard, so as to cause her to strike to the Serapia, 
that he might himself bo able to take the Serapis, and honor himself with 
the laurels of that day. 
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the Serapis, lying in the Texel, the 24th of October, 1779. 
" John M Ayr an 
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ne, of South CatoliDK, whoEO conduct in tlia 

" J. P. JON-ES." 



rifenlhiu ob d tl Vn n ship of wai- le Bon 
honn r bad comnm ded ly tke Ho o Ue John Paul Jones, at 
P e, ent on board of the &!■ aj a pnze t the al ove ship, do certify, tiat 
wh le at ny tat on n the m zen top afte we had engaged about two 
hoirs at I a hali I a ti y s^it surprse and astonishment, the 
Alhanee fngate Are several guns into our larboard quarter. Some time 
after, being ordered from my station in the mizen-top on deck, I saw from 
the forecastle the Alliance standing athwart our bows, before the wind, 
Mr. Linthwaite was th.en h^ng her, by Captain Jones's ordei's, to lay the 
enemy on board, but hearing ao answer to his repeated hail, I hailed her 
ia the same words, ' lay the enemy on board ;' no answer being yet made, 
I asked them if they heard us, to which they replied, ' aye, aye,' and fired 
several guns at that distance that pait of her grape and cannister shot 
damaged ua aa well aa the enemy ; whereas, it ia my opinion, had the 
Alliance come haif the distance nearer the Serapis than she did, she might 
have cleared the enemy's deck, and not have raked (he Eon homme 
Richard, 

"Previous to the afore mentioned engagement, a signal was hove out 
by Capt. Jones's orders to form a hne of battle to which no attention was 
paid on the part of the Albance, If I maybe allowed to give my opinion 
on the general conduct of the commander, tt^ther with the manceuvres 
of the said ship during the action, it appeal's to me his motive must have 
been to distress the Bon homme Kichard, so as to cause her to strike to 
the Serapis, and by boarding the Serapis to retake the Eon homme 
Kchard, and thereby claim the laurels of that day. 

" In testimony whereof, I hereunto subscribe my name, on board the 
Serapia, lying in the Texel, the 24tb of October, 1779. 

"Robert Coram,"* 



induct in ths engage- 
"J. P. Jones." 



" I, the undersigned, Philip Ricot, captain of a v 
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tile United States of America, and coramandec of tlie tender Vengeance,* 
in conformity to the request of Com. Paul Jones, my commandoc, do 
communicate to him, and affiim to the different wrcumstances, hereafter 
declared, in which M. Laudais, captain of the frigate Alliance, has, in 
this eruiae, appeared to have deviated fl'om that subordination which tlie 
semce requires. 

" I observed that, on the 31st of August, at half past four in tha 
aftei'noon, a agnal was made him by tie commodore to chase a sail in 
sight, which M. Landais did not obey. 

"The next day, September Isf, the commodore made him a signal to 
come under his stem that he migKt apealt with him ; this M. LandaJs did 
not do. 

" The 5th of September the captains of the division being on board of 
the commodore, according to his ordeis, M. Lacd^s was the only one who 
refused to go, and although Messi's. de ChamiEard and Cottineau 
went on board of the Alliance, to persuade him to it, he persisted in his 
refusal. 

" That, in the night of the 23d and 24tli of stud month, during the 
engagement between the Bon homme Richard and tie Serapia, the 
Alliance remained within cannon-shot of the enemy's ship, from about 
half past eight till ten o'clock, without my having seen her fire. I shall 
add, that October the 1st, at eight at night, I received orders from the 
commodore to go and tell M, Limdais, who was to windward, to take post 
astern of him ; to which I received this answer, and whicli was repeated 
by M. Landais himseK: ' Go tell the commodore tliat he may go where 
he pleases.' The inconsistence of this answer, and his rudeness to me, 
have since obliged me to testify my dissatisfaction to M. Landais, who 
appeared to have forgot it. I affirm to the iacta above declared. 
"Texel, October 25th, 1119. 

"P. RicoT." 

* " The Vengeance was to windword, just out of gun-shot duiirg tlie wholn 
BOtion. Tho Captaia waa n aonaiblo man and a good officer. 

"J, P. Jones." 



"These are to cei-tify, that I, Heniy Liint, second lieutenant of the 
American ship-of-war, the late Bon homme Richard, but now of the 
Serapis, commanded by the Honorable John Paul Jonea, having, on the 
23d of September, 1779, been ordered in a pilot boat with a paity of 
men after a brig, but some time after I set out from alongside, a signal 
was made for me to return back to the Bon homme Richard, she being 
then m chase of two British ships-of-war, the Serapis and Countess of' 
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Scarborough, and hefora I could get on board the Eon homme Kchard 
she commenced the engagement with the Serajiis. It being night, I 
thought it not prudent to go alongside in time of action. Being in tlie 
boat near, I had an oppoitunity of seeing some part of the Alliance's 
behavior above three quartars of an hour after the action began between 
the Eiehard and Serapia. The AlHance was to windward of them, and 
appeared to be lying to, about one mile distant. At the same time the 
Pallas was engaging the Countess of Scarborough to leeward of the 
Alliance, and out of my sight. Presently after the Pallas and Countess 
of Scarborough had ceased firing, the Affiance bore down for them, and 
disappeared out of my sight. What she did there I cannot tell ; but she 
was gone, as near as I can judge, one hour and three quarters, and then 
appeared to me to he going up to assist the Bon homme Ricliard, but 
was half an hour fi'om that time before she flred ; and after she got np to 
the Kichard and Serapis, she fired, and stood off from them to the 
eastward some distance, and, as neai' as I can judge, was gone better than 
half an hour, then returned hack to the Richard and Serapis, and 
fired again. 

" On board the Serapis, at the Texel, 25th of October, 1119. 

" Hksby Lumt.* 

* " This certificate of Lieut. Lunt, who was a mete spectator, is of great 
weight and importance, it being only in the power of this gentleman or of Capt. 
Rioot, who ia the Vengeance was also a mere ^ectntor, to give a true aoeoont 
of the respective positions and manceuvtes of the ships engaged. 

"J. F. JoHEa." 



^fy, that I was extrem 
evening of the 23d of September, when I did not hear the Alhance begin 
the engagement with the Serapis or Countess of Scarborough, having 
remarked just before I went to the main-top (where I commanded a 
detachment during the action), that she appeared to ms to be veiy near 
them. M, Landais had pressed sail dining tlie whole afternoon without 
orders, M. Cottineau hailed us, and asked what station he should take 
during the action, and complained to M. Jones that M. Landais, instead 
of forming the rear as it had been agreed, took the van which was his 
(M, Cottineau's) from him. M. Jones, however, made the signal for 
forming the line ; and I well recollect that he caused a manteuvre to be 
made in order Uie Alliance might clearly see his signal, but M. Landais, 
as -uanal, paid no attention to it, and we all thought the Alliance engaged 
a long time before us. After taking my station in the main-top, I thought 
no moro of the Alliance, because the main-top-sail hid her from me. A 
little while after the Serapis hailed us, and I then perceived the Serapis 
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and the Countess of Scarborough pretty nigh each other. We immecli- 
ately began the engagement with the Serapis, and I did not perceive the 
Alliance till about two houre afterwards, when I saw her ralte us with her 
whole broadside, a little to larboard of us ; and, at the same time, I heai'd 
a hundi'ed voices htdhng the Alliance, and telling them that it was on 
board tbe Bon homme Rieliard she was firing. A moment after ahe 
passed us on our larboai-d side, and it was with difficulty that I hindered 
the people whom I commanded from firing upon her. I hailed M, 
Landais as loud as I could, saying to him, 'I beg you will not sink us.' 
I, at the same time, thought that M. Landais was taking advantage of 
OUT circumstances to destroy M. Jones, and thereby save himself the 
ti'ouble he must have expected for having disobeyed M. Jones in chasing 
without orders, and in edging off to shape a contrary coui'se, when the 
signal was made to chase, and on several other occasions, snch as refusing 
to come on board the Bon homme Richard to consult on the necessary 
operations, &c. The Alhance then came afiwai-t our bow, and began 
airesh to cannonade us very smartly ; I then had not the least doubt of 
his intention to sink us, and should have fired on the Alliance in prefer- 
ence to the Serapis, but that the main-top-sail and other sails concealed 
her from us. At the instant when they cried that the Serapia had struck, 
I came down, and was informed that the Alliance had lolled us a number 
of people and, amongst others, an officer who was upon the forecastle. In 
my opinion there was not a soul on board the Bon homme Richard, who 
did not believe that M. Landius knew us before Jie fired, as we were 
higher out of the water than the Serapis ; that it was moonlight, and 
that we had made the signal by which we must have been known during 
the action. 

" The fet lieutenant of the Countess of Scarborough told me some 
days since, that he had remarked, during the action with the Pallas, that 
the AlBance was for some time athwart and to windward of them ; that, 
as soon as the Scarboroiigh had struck, the Alliance came and hailed 
them and asked them ' what vessel that was which was engaged ? ' He 
was answered ' the Serapis.' He isked her force, but they would not t«ll 
him ; he then tacked and shaped his course under his topsails only to 

" Done on board the Serapis in the Texel, this 27th of October, 1779. 
"Edwabd Stack,* 
" Lieutenant of Walsh's Regiment. 

* " Mr. Stack had the disiiiiguiahed advanlage of oommanding in the main- 
lop, and the post was esi^ntially useful in the engagement. His merit obtained 
Euch a certificate ftom hia Commodore, as, being prcjented to the Minister of 
War at Versailles, procured him promotion from aub-lieutenant lo the rank of 
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caplttiii with a pecuniary gtatifiealioa for llie loas of his effects when the Bon 
homme Richard Bank. ; and, sines the war, his Most Christian Majealy haa, for 
his behaKioT in th« Boa homme Richard, granted to him an annuity of four 
hundred livres for life. 

"J. P. JONKS." 



"I, late mii3s!iipman on Loard the Bon bomme Richard, and aid-du- 
camp to the Honorable John Paul Jones, in the action of the 23d of 
September last, off Flamborough Head, do certify, tliat about an hour 
sfter the commeacement of it, I heard some of the men that were stationed 
on the forecaatle cry out, 'fJie Alliance rakes us, and has wounded Mr. 
Caswell, the master's mate, with several men ;' this report was afterward 
confirmed hy Mr, Caswell, and he declared in his dying words, he received 
hk wound from the Alliance. The ship then disappeared, and did not 
return till an hour and a ha!£ As soon as she was discovered, Oapt. Jonea 
ordered the signal lanthoi'ns of reconnoisance to be placed at proper 
distances from each other, on the lai'hoard side, which order was obeyed 
hy the master, Eotivithstanding which, she came up to oxic lai'hoai'd 
quarter and fired into us, then shot ahead and stood athwart our bow, 
when I haikd by order fi'om Captain Jones to lay the enemy on board, to 
which no answer was made. Mr. Coram also repeated the same order, 
then asked them if tliey heard us, their reply was, ' ay, ay ;' the instant 
after she raked without apparently drawing any nearer tlie distance, then 
being only within the range of grape-shot, and the two ships lying parallel 
with their sides touching each other, several of his shot were drove info 
the Bon homme Richard. The conclusion I shall make relative to Captan 
Landais'a conduct, on the 23d of September, and previous to that time, is, 
that his principal object was to kill Capt. Jones, and to cause the Richard 
to stiike, that he might step in and claim the honor of the day. 

" Given under my hand, on board the Bon hotome Richard's piize flie 
Serapis of 44 guns, at the Texel, the 21th. of October, 17?9. 

"J. W. LlBTHWAITB." 



* " Of South Caiolin 
did him gieat honor. 



and n brave officer, 



^e conduct in he e ^ane 
'■ J P J Nta 



" Capt Landais lias oifenijmes, iu my presence, spoken 1 s esiwctt Uy 
and even impudently of Capt. Jones. On one occasion, about the beg n 
ning of September l^t, on the coast of Scotland, I went on hot d the 
Alliance frigate by desire of Captain Jonea, and told Captain Li 1 thit 
ho requested of him to be furaished with the names of th oft- ■» a d 
men he had a day or two before that put on board the p ize luj the 
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Union, Capt Johnston, that he (Capt. Jones) raight be enabled to d 
her ; or, to be infonned what directions he had given, if any, as well with 
I'espeet t<p that vessel, as also with respect to the prize ship the Betsey, 
Capt. Fisher, which also had been manned ftom the Alliance. Capt. 
Landais, in reply, told me very pertly, that Capt Jones had no business 
at all with any of those vessels, for that both of them had already received 
proper instructions fi'om him, and that the orders he had given were 
agi'eeable to tlie direction he had received from Capt. Jones. I told him 
I was of opinion no commander in tJxe sc|uadron, except Capt. Jones, was 
authorized to send away a prize, or otherwise dispose of her, when in his 
presence, but by virtue of pai'licular ordera obtained from him for that 
purpose. Capt. Iiandaia, in a sneei-ing manner, ag^n replied, that he 
would let Capt. Jones know that he had as good a right to despatch prizes 
as he had ; that they were captains of equal rank ; and that the only 
difference between them was seniority on the part of Capt. Jones, whicli 
he held of little consideration ; and at last Capt. Weibert, who had accom- 
panied me on boaid, and myself, returned on board the Bon homme 
Richard totally unable to inform Capt Jon^ what Capt. Landjus had 
ordered with respect to those two ships. A short time after this, a signal 
was made on board the commodore's ship for the captains of the squadi'on 
to come on board. Capt Cottineau and Capt Ricot accordingly came on 
boaid. Capt .Landais not obeying, Capt. Jones desired me to go again 
on board the Alliance, and dehver Capt. Limdais a letter which he then 
handed to me, and which I understood contained an ordei' for him to come 
inunediately on boai'd ; accordingly, I went on board the Alliance, and 
deUvered Captain Landais the letter, which he took with him to the cabin, 
and in a few minutes returned and delivered me another for Capt. Jones ; 
this I brought instantly on boai'd and deUvered to him. It cont^ned a 
second refusal on the pai-t of Capt. Landais, and very much offended the 
gentlemen who had pohtely obeyed the agnal, and were then waiting for 
him. Capt Jones, chagrined by the obstinacy of that officer, would have 
proceeded to the business he had in view, without paying any further 
attention to him ; but being still anxioiK to have his opinion on, and 
approbation of the measure, conjointly with the other officers of the 
squadron, a further attempt to obtain his company was resolved on. For 
this purpose, at the desire of Capt Jones, Capt Cotfineau, M. Chamillard, 
and myself; went on board the Alliance, to try the effect of pereuasion 
upon Capt. Landais ; but in vain did those gentlemen represent to him 
the absolute necessity there was for his joining in consultation with his 
brother officers ; that the good of the service demanded his compMance, as 
an enterprise of some moment was to be deliberated on ; but alas ! in 
vain did they waste an hour or move in m^umenta to this end — in vain 
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did they attempt to persuade him — in vain did they enti'eat him — in vain 
did they tall him what he liad to dread from the conseciuences of his 
obstinately pemisfing to disohey the ordem of his commanding officer. 
Instead of paying polite attention to the advice given him, he, on tte 
oonlrary, not only disregarded it, but gave himself the liberty to apeak of 
Capt. Jones in terms highly disrespectful and insolent, and said he would 
see him on shore, when they must kiU one or the other, &c 

" On the 23d of September last, when the signal for a general chase 
was given to puvsue the Baltic fleet, the Alliance fiigate was the headmost 
ship of our squadron, and continued to keep ahead imtil she began to 
near tlie enemy, when Capt Landais veiy unexpectedly and agreeably 
surprised Capt. Jones by hauling his ship's wind, thereby pohtely leaving 
room for his comjaander to approach the largest ship, which he instantly 
engaged, Captain Landaia still keeping at a respectful distance from his 
commaiider, which r^pect he, however, continued to observe, mal-apropos, 
until very late in the engagement. The action had lasted moie than an 
hour, and the Bon homme Richard and the Serapis had been made fast 
alongside each other by Captain Jones, head and stern together, for some 
time, before I received the wound which obliged me to quit the deck, at 
which time the Bon homme Eichard still continued alone with a force 
much superior to herself and altliough she had been most severely b-eated 
by her enemy, she nevertheless oontinned to hug her in close embrace, 
lie behavior of oui' consorts upon this day was very mysterious ; but that 
of Capt. Landais was of such a oast, as, in my opinion, must unavoidably 
announce him to the pubhc a man devoid of conduit— a man of infamous 
principles — or, a rank coward. 

" The Alliance having received no shot fiom the enemy, her captain 
had the advantage to have none of his men eithei idled or wounded 
during the whole engagement. And it is highly woithy of remark, that 
before the Alliance raked the Bon homme Kichard by imng alternately 
into her head and stem, the enemy had been dislodged and driven from 
the top and quarterdeck of the Serapis to hei first and second batteries, 
where they were under cover. The discharge of the second battery of the 
Serapis having beat in one side of the Bon. homme Eichard and blown 
out the other, made a breach from before the mainmast to the stem, 
cutting off the stempost and rudder, and dislod^ng every one from that 
situation. These retreated to the forecastle of the Bon homme Eichard, 
where they could not be fired upon fi-om the Serapis, and with those 
stationed there, were exposed to the fire of the Alliance. 

" Serapis, at the Texd, November 13th, 1779. 

" Matthew Mbass." * 



" Mr. Mease, of Philadelphia, w 






3 of worthy character. Ha 
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and owner of ships. His love for Amerina (his eountry) iDduced him Co embark 
ia [he Bon homme Richard, end, the other olJices being provionsly filled, he 
accepted the place of purser. In the engsgement with the Serapis, ha com- 
manded the quarterdeck guns of the Bon homme Richard, and behaved with 
distinguished coolness and intrepidity, till he was dangerously wounded in the 
heod hy a grape-shot. The neat day his skull was trepanned in six or seven 
places ; but, immediately after the surgeon had lied up his head in the action, 
which lasted three hours after his misfoitune, he returned ngaiu upon deck. 

" J. P. Jokes." 



"Wiereaa, since the campaign of 1779, there iiave been vai'ioua and 
partial repoi'ts seci'ctly spread against the piivate and social chai'acter of 
Commodore Paul Jones, foimerly couHiianding the squadron of tlie Bon 
homme Eichard; and as, among other heafsays and gi^undlesa stones, I 
have sometimes heaid that the above mentioned officer had formally given 
tlie lie to M. Landais, formerly captain of the Alliance, relating to the loss 
of a Ijoat in eight of the coast of Ireland ;— therefore I declare and affirm, 
that the aforesaid commodore did not say to M. Laudais, ' You lie,' but no 
more than these very words : ' It is an imtnitJi ;' which M. Landais was 
pleased to interpret as a formal giving ilie &, who was never able to 
overcome his peevish, obstinate, turbulent, and ungovemabia temper, 
which he constantly showed during the whole of the campaign. Moreover, 
I certify, tbat Commodore Paul Jones, far from commanding with 
haughtiness or brutality, aa certain persons have endeavored to circulate, 
was always (though veiy strict and ^ai'p in the service) affable, genteel, 
and very indulgent, not only towards his officers, but litewiae towards tbe 
Bailors and soldiers, whom he ever treated with humanity. As I was a 
witness to the before-mentioned quarrel, I must in conscience confess that 
M. Landais gave, at the time, great cause for it, by the arrogant manner 
which he assumed towards his commander in answer fo the peaceable, 
good, and imr reasons to which he wotild never yield ; so £ir to the 
contrary, that he (M. Landais) answered the commodore (Lieut. Chamil- 
lard and myself both being present) in the most gross and insulting terras 
— at &5t in English, which he imtnediately rendered in French, that M. 
Chamillard might not be ignorant of anytliing that passed. The whole 
of tJie aforesaid quarrel happened in the round house of the Bon homme 
Kchard, the 33d and 25th of August, in the above mentioned year. I 
conclude hy saying, that M. Landws accompanied or affirmed his offensive 
and very scandalous discourse by the most provoldng gestures. 

" Pkiladelpkia, November 28iA, 1781. 

" Lieut. Col, "WEinEKT, 
" Of the corps of American Engineers." 



Hosted by 



Qoo^z 



LIFE OF JOHN PAtTL JONES. 171 

J on boai'd tha AJliaEce on the 23d of September, 1119, and 
on the quarterdeck in the time of the action with, the Serapis 
and Countess of Searhorough, do certify, that I saw the Coantesa of Soar- 
borough rake the Eon homme Eiehai'd, but cannot say whether she raked 
her more than once, 

" JOEW Sl'BSOBB * 

"October 30, 1779." 



* He said he was a lieuteu ant- colon el in tlie service of ihe State of Soulh 
Carolina. 

The Bon homms EiehanJ and Serapis had been from the beginning, and still 
were eloaely engaged, broadside to btoadade. The Allinnoe being just within 
long cannon shot to windward of the Countesa of Searborough, could eaaly 
have prevented that ship's raking lire into the etem of Ihe Bon homme Richard. 
The Pallas waa al this lime to windward of the Alliance, of course out of gun- 
shot of tiie enemy. But Capt. Cottineau.ofthe Pallas, bore down, and hnving 
spoken the Alliance as ho passed that frigate, he engaged, and after a cnnsidcrabls 
action took the Countess of Scarborough. 



On the 9th of May, 1777, Captain John Paul Jonea was 
directed to proceed to France (by the Marine Committee), and 
to obey the orders of the Secret Committee. Being arrived in 
Europe, it was the intention of Oongi-es3 " that he shoidd be 
invested with the command of a Jme fast saSmg frigate, or 
la/rger sJtip^'' In pm^uanee of this plan, the Secret Committee 
of Cong^^s wrote to the Honorable Benjamin FranMin, Sdas 
Deane, and Arthur Lee, Esq'i-e. Commissioners, &c. at Paris, 
as follows :— 

" Philitdelpkia, May mh, HIT. 
"Honorable Gentlemeu, 
" This Iptter is intendpd to lie dehvered to yon by John Paul Jones, 
Esq., an active and brave commander in our navy, who Las ah'eady 
performed signal services in vessels of littie force ; and, in reward for his 
2«al, we have directed him, &c. Yon will assign him some good house 
or agent to supply him with everything necessary to get the ship speedily 
and well equipped and manned : somebody that will bestir themselves 
vigorously in the business, and never quit it until it is accomplished. You 
see by this step how much dependence Congress place in your advic^ 
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d you must make it a point not to disappoint Capt. Paul Jones's wislies 
d our expectations on this occasion. 
" We are, Honorable Gentloinon, 

"Your obedient, ImmHe servants, 

" eobeet mokris, 
" Richard H. Leb, 
" William Whipple, 



The sMp in qnestion was the InMen, then on the stocks at 
Amsterdam, belonging to the United States ; "but this having 
been discovered to the British minister by some of Mi'. Arthiu' 
Lee's papers, of which they had got possession just before Com, 
Paul Jones arrived at Paris, and the treaty of alliance being on 
the point to be concluded, he consented to their assigning over 
the property of that ship to the King of France. Among the 
political reasons which operated this aiTangement was the great 
opposition made to the equipment of the Indien, by the British 
ambassador in Holland. The command of the Indien was, 
however, reserved lor Captain Jones, till (subsequent to his 
campaign of 1779) he had made an arrangement of a plan with 
the Count de Mam'apas, which promised much greater import- 
ance to the common cause. After this his majesty lent the use 
of the Indien to the Prince de Liixembom'g for three yeai's, and 
the prince Ghwft&red hei', for the tei-m prescribed, to Mr. 
Gillon, of South Carolina, under the commission of that state. — 
This was the ship that Mr. Gdlon came in to Philadelphia, 
amder the name of the South Oii/roUna. 



Extract of a letter from Captain J. P. Jones fo the Honorable John 
Adams * dated L'Orient, May 13th, 1779. 

" You will confer a singular obligation on me, by favoring me with 
» The Honorable Mr. Adams was then, and had been for some time, on board Iha 



Hosted by 



Qoo^z 



LIFE OF JOHN PAUL J0HB8. ITS 

your opinion and advice respecting the unhappy misunderstanding which 
I am told prevails on board the Alliance. I ask your advice, because, 
though T am deteiTOined to preserve order and discipline where I com- 
mand, yet I wish to reprove with moderation, and never punisii while 
there remains a good alternative. It appeal's that there is a fanlt at least 
in one of the parties, and I wish much to know where the fault lies ; for 
without harmony and genera! good will among tlie officer's, I cannot 
proceed with a good prospect." 

In relation to Captain Landais, Dr. Franklin's opinion was 
decidedly against him. He communicated to that ofBcer 
himself Lis objections to him, and in the rnc^t unequivocal 
terms refused to him the command of a ship of war, giving bis 



His Excellency Bi 



Peankhn to Captain 
Mai'ch 12th, 1180. 



i, dated Passy, 



" No one has ever learned the opinion I foi-med of you from the inquiry 
made into your conduct. I kept it entirely to myself — I have not even 
hinted it in my letters to America, because I would not hazard giving to 
any one a bias to your prejudice. By communicating a pari of that 
opinton, privately to you, I can do no harm, for you may bum it. I 
should not ^ve you the pain of reading it, if your demand did not make 
it neceesMy : I think you then so imprudent, so htJgious, and quarrelsoine 
a man, even with your best friends, that peace and good order, and 
consequently the quiet and regular' subordination so necessary to success, 
ai'e, where you preside, impossible ; these are -within my observation and 
apprehension : your military operations I leave to more capable judges. 
If, therefore, I had twenty ships of war in my disposition, I should not 
g^ve one of them to Captain Landais. The same temper which excluded 
him from the French marine would weigh equally -with me ; of course I 
shall not replace him in the AUiaiice. I am, &c., 

" B. Frabemh." 



Ihe subjoined correspondence will illustrate the Mendly 
disposition of Holland towards the United States, tlie diflieidties 
which the states of that republic expeiienced in the manifesta- 
tion of it, so as to avoid an open rupture with Great Britain ; 
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the influence of Commodore Jones at the Hague ; the 
exclusively American feelings by which he was governed ; the 
high estimation in which he was held by Dr. FrankUn, by some 
of the principal men in Europe, and by all the AmericauB of 
note within the sphere of his acq^uaintance. His patriotism and 
philanthropy cannot be questioned, when it is observed with 
what anxiety he sought for the liberation of the American 
prisoners in England, regardmg his successes chiefly as the 
means of procuring their exchange. Although not insensible 
to pleasure, he was never negligent of biisiness, was eminently 
discreet, and always at the post which duty required. 

" On hoard the ship of war Serapis, at anchor in the \ 
road of the Texel, October bth, 1770. j 

"His Excellency the Duke De la Vaughjyon, 
Ambassador of Franco, at the Hague. 
" My Lord, 

" I am but tJiis moment arrived here, otherwise I should have sent you 
a more early account of my late espedition. I now enclose herewith a 
co[ y f tt e account which I have forwarded by express to his excellency 
th M ter of the Maiine at court As we have on board the different 
ess 1 h e, I believe (for I have not yet been able to procure an exact 

tu n) th "ee hundred and fifty priaonets, and of that number I suppose 
an h nd d and thirty wounded, I would esteem it a particular iavor to 
1 a e you opinion on the nieasui'es that are most expedient to be adopted 
in that respect. Whether it would he proper to set them at liberty here, 
upon such security as may be obtained, that the English government will 
immediately expedite an equal number of Americans to Fi'ance ? Unless 
such security as may he fully depended upon can be obtained, I think 
these prisoneca must be sent immediately for Dtmkirk. We are now 
preparing the Countess of Scarborough and the Vengeance to transpoit 
them to France, in ease it should be necessary. The Countess of Scar- 
borough not being fit for war, can remwn in France, while the Vengeance 
brings back all our people, and as many more as can be obtained to 
replace the great number that I have lost out of the crew of the Bon 
homme Richard, in killed and wounded, not less I suppose than one 
hundred and fifty men. 

"I have had the honor to receive by the hand of our agent, Mr. Dumas, 
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STicli orders from his Escellenoy Dr. Franldin, as it will be impossible for 
me to fulfil, unless I meet with, great and immediate assistance to enable 
me to depMt before the end of this month. The Serapis must be entirely 
new masted and rigged ; nothing being left above deck that is capable of 
sustaining a passage of any length in the approaching season. She wants 
also sails, rigging, boats, and provision. The hull, though considerably 
damaged, may easily be repaired. 

" As soon as I have made some necessaiy arrangements here, I mean to 
do mjaelf tte honor of paying your Excellency my personal respecte, and 
to recdve your orders at the Hague. In tJie mean time, I beseech yon to 
fevor mo with a line respecting my wounded, whether of France or America, 
as well as I'cspeeting the piisonera of waj', and the treatment that they 
ought to receive in point of provision and otherwise. 

" I have the honor to be, with profound respect, cfcc." 



^^ Amgierdo^m, October llth, lT79. 
" His Excellency Benjamin Eranklik. 

" I had the honor to write your Excellency a line from the Hague, on 
the 8th. His Excellency the French ambassador and the agent have, no 
doubt, marked the situation of afiaire with respect to the squadron as con- 
cerned with this government and with the enemy. I am doing everything 
in my power towards fulfilhng the advice which I have received from his 
Excellency ; and as I am informed that Captain Cunningham is threatened 
with unfair play bv the British govermnent, I am dafennined to keep in 
my hands the ciptain of the Seiapis, as an hostage for Cunningham's 
release as a prisoner of wai With respect to the other prisoners now in 
my hands, if the Enghsh ambassador, Sir Joseph Yorke, will give us 
security, in his public charactei, that an equal number and denomination 
of Americans shall be sent immediately to France, I beheve it will be good 
pohcy to set them at hbeity here ; and I shall endeavor indirectly to 
inform myself immediately how that matter can be managed. Landais is 
come np here, and purposes, after gadding about in this city, to figure 
away at the Hague. He continues to affect an entare independence of my 
control, and has given in here an exti'aordinaiy demand for supplies of 
every kind. This femous demand, however, I have ventured to disap- 
prove, and reduced to, I beheve, a fourth part of its fli'st extent. I hope 
to account to your satisfeelion for my reasons — among which is his having 
been so plentifully and so lately fuinished. I wish heartily that poor 
Cunningham, (whom I am taught to regard aa a continental officer,) was 
exchanged, aa with his assistance I could form a couft-martial, which I 
believe you will see unavoidable. I go down to the Texel to-night, and 



Hosted by 



Qoo^z 



176 LIFE OF JOHN PAUL JONES. 

will from thence foi-ward the return of killed and wounded with the pri- 
sonei's. I think the prisoners will not fall much short of four hundred ; 
and I hope my loss in killed and wounded will be less than I at first 
imagined. I believe, also, that the enemy's loss will considerably exceed 

" I am ever, with sentoments of the highest esteem and respect, &c." 

" Zwol, -October IStk, lY79. 
" The Hon. Paul Jokes. 

" Having the honor to be an old and tried fiiend of Ameiica, I hope 
you will pardon, on that account, the liberty I take to address jou these 
lines. 

" It was with unspeakable satisfaction I recdved the tidings of the many 
successes during your expedition on the coasts of Britain ; but particularly 
was I struck with admiration by your l^e engagement with the Serapis, 
of which M. De Neufville has given me some incomplete account Do 
not therefore wonder, Sir, that I long to hear directly from youraelf an 
authentic and circumstanced one, containing all the particulars relating to 
a sea fight rather to be found in the books of a former century than in 
our present age on the ocean. "What emboldens me, moreover, to ask 
you the iavor of such an account is, tliat I have tiie mortification to see a 
despicable paity spirit endeavoring to deprive you of a praise which even 
yoiir antagonist, the commander of the Serapis, if he be as just as he 
seems valorous, will not deny you. As I am very desirous to do you 
justice wherever occasion shall offer itseli^ yon will, by supplying me the 
necessary means, and sending your answer to M. De Neufvillc, very mueli 
oblige, 

" Sir, your most humble and obedient servant, 

"J. D. Vakder Capellbk. 

"Address to the Barou Vander Capellen, Member of the House of 
Nobles of the province of Overyssel. 

"Passij, October 15lk, lllQ. 
"Dear Sib, 
"I received the account of your cruize and engagement with the 
Serapis, which you did me the honor to send mt^ tiom the Texel I hv.e 
since received your favor of the 8th from Amsterdam For some days 
after the arrival of your express, scarce anything was tallied of at Pans 
and Versailles but your cool conduct and peraeveimg bravery dming th\t 
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terrible conflict. You may believe that tie impression on my mind was 
not less strong than that of others, but I do not choose to say in a letter 
to yourself, all I think ou such an occasion. 

" The mjaistry are much dissatisfied with Oapt Landais, and H. de 
Sartjne has signified to me in writing that it is expected I should send for 
him to Paris, and call him to account for his conduct, particularly for 
deferring bo long the coming to your assistance, by which means, it is 
supposed, the States lost more of their valuable dtizens, and the King 
lost many of his subjects, volunteers in your ship, together witJi the 
ship itself. 

" I have accordingly written to him this day, acquainting him that he is 
charged with disobedience of ordei-s in the cruize, and neglect of his duty 
in the engagement; that a court martial bdng at this time inconvenient, 
if not impracticable, I would ^ve him an eariier opportunity of offering 
what he has to say in his justification, and for that purpose direct him 
to render himself immediately here, bringing with him such papers or 
testimonies as he may think useful in his defence. I know not whether he 
will obey my orders, nor what the ministry will do with him if he cornea, 
but, 1 suspect, that they may by some of their concise operations save the 
ti'ouble of a court martial. It will be well however for you to furnish me 
with what yoii may judge proper to support the charges against him, that 
I may be able to give a just and dear accomit of the affair to Congress. 

" In the meantime it will be necessaiy, if he should refuse to come, 
that you should put him under an arrest, and in that case as well as if he 
com^ that you should either appoint some person to command his ship, 
or take it upon yourself; for I know of no peison to recommeod to you 
as fit for that station. 

" I am uneasy about your prisoners, I wish they were safe in France. 
Tou will then have completed the glorious toorh of ghnng liberty to all 
the Americatts that have so long languished for it i-n the £ntish 
prisons : for there wre not so many there as you have now taken. 

" I have the pleasure to inform you that the two prizes sent to Norway 
are safely arrived at Bergben. 

" With the linghest esteem, I a 



" P. S. — I am Sony for your r 
a great regard for you." 



L, &c. 

"B. Franict.iw. 
mdoratanding with M. de 0. who has 



"Captain Jones, f 
"Captain Peai-son j 



"Pallas, Tuesday evening, October 15th, 17V&, 

s to Captain Jones, and is 
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soiTy to find himself so little attended to in his present situation, as not 
to have been favored with either a Call or a line from Captain Jones since 
his retiuti from Amsterdam. Captain P. is sorry to say that he cannot 
look upon sneh behavior in any other light than as a breach of that 
CivUity which his rank, as well as hehaoor on all occasions, entitles to ; 
he, at the same time, wishes to l>e infoimed by Captain Jones whether 
any Steps has been taken towards the enlargement or exchange of him, 
his officers, and people, or what 15 intended to be done with them. As 
be cannot help thinking it a very unprecedented circumstance their being 
keeped here as prisoners on board of ship, being so long in a neutral 
port," 

"Serajm, Wednesday, October 'IQih, 1779. 
"Cap'ijin' Pearson, 



" As you have not been pevented fi'om corresponding with your friends, 
and pai-ticnlaily with the English ambassador at tlie Hague, I could not 
suppose you to be unacquainted with bis memorial of the 8th to the 
States General, and therefore I thought it fi'uitless to pursue the negotia- 
tion for the exchange of the prisonei's of war, now in our hands. 

" I wished to avoid any painftil altercation with you on that subject; I 
was peiBuaded that you had been in the highest degree sensible that my 
behavior ' towards you bad been far fi'om a breach of civiUty.' This 
ohaige is not, Sir, a civil return for the pohf« hospitality, and disinterested 
attentions which you have hitherto experienced. 

" I know not what difference of i-espect is due to ' Rank ' between your 
service and ours ; I suppose, however, the difference must be thought very 
great in England, since I am infoiraed that Capfcun Cunningham, of 
equal denomination, and who bcMs a senior rank in the service of America 
than yours in the service of England, is now confined at Plymouth in a 
dung&m and in fetters. 

" Humanity, which has hitherto supereeded the plea of retahation in 
American breasts, has induced me (notwithstanding the procedure of Sir 
Joseph Yorke), to seek after permission to land the dangerously wounded, 
as well prisonere as Americans, to be supported and cured at the expense 
of our Continent. The permission of the government has been obtained, 
but the magistrates continue to make objections, I shall not discontinue 
my application, I am ready to adopt any means that you may proi>ose 
for their preservation and recoveiy, and, in the meantime, we shall continue 
to treat them with the utmost care and attention, equally, as you know, 
to the treatment of our people of the same rank. 
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" As it is possible that you have cot yet seen the memorial of your 
amhassador to the States General, I enclose a paper whicli contains a copy, 
and I believe he has since written what, in the opinion of good men, wi!l 
do still less honor to his pen. 

" I cannot conclude without infoiming you that, unless Capt^n Cun- 
ningbam is immediately better ti'eated in England, I expect orders in 
consequence from His Excellency, Dr. Franklin ; therefore, I beseedi you. 
Sir, to interfere. 

" I am, Sir, &c" 



"■On hoard the Serapis at tlie Texel, 1 
October 2Uh, 1779. \ 
" M, Le Eat nn: Ckadmont. 

"I owed you, my dear friend, an earlier reply to your much ( 
favor of the 11th, from Passy. Although I am sensible that I have not 
yet merited tie many compliments and generous praises that you have 
there bestowed on my past conduct, yet 1 should be very unworthy indeed 
if I did not return you my most gi'ateful and sincere thanks. There is a 
wamitj! of espression in your compliments which affords me the truest 
pleasure, as a proof that I still enjoy a share of your affection ; and, although 
Capt. Landais has lately told me at Amsterdam that you proposed to 
him to displace me from tlie Bon homme Richard, yet I believe the 
assertion felse, and calculated to serve a base and selfish purpose. 1 pity 
and despise his nanow and jealous mind, that could form an idea of my 
character so far beneath, it as to suppose tliat I sought to supplant him in 
the command of the Alliance. It must be bis punishment to he informed, 
ns he will by his Excellency Dr. Franldin, that I have always written 
in his favor, and you well know that I took every possible pains to estab- 
hsh him in that command, and to gtun back to him the confidence of his 
people which, when he first came to serve under my orders, he had 
entirely lost I can now tell besides tliat, although my officers in the Bon 
homme EJchard were the only persons blamed for the damage sustained 
when the two ships ran foul of each other, yet Capt. Landais could and 
should have prevented that accident He was on deck, and it was his 
duty to make way for his senior officer and commander, instead of running 
below, as I am assured ho did, with trepidation to load his pistols ! On 
our late expedition he left off to chase a ship thought to be an English 
Easf^Indiaman, without my order, having first bore away several times 
while he could teily have overtaken her. And to his feais and remon- 
strances on the coast of Ii'eland, is owing the escape of the eight East- 
India ships that arrived at Limerick three days after I had gratified him 
\>Y lea™g sight of the entrance of that harbor. 
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" His separation from the squadron afterward, is owing, as the officers 
of the Alliance infofm me, to his altering the coui'se both times in the 
night. Captain Landais has told me at Amsterdam that he saw the 
Countess of Scarborough rake the Bon homme Richard, early in the 
engagement. He ought to be ashamed to confess that he Liy to windward 
and permitted this 1 It is certain that the Bon homme Richard then was 
raked by a full broadside, besides sustaining the whole fiw of the 
Serapis. 

"Many people are of opinion that Captain Landms also about that time 
raked the Bon homme Richard :— however that was, I veiily behave that 
in firing the two last broadsides upon the Bon homme Richard, he did not 
wish all the shot to miss Captain Jones, and also that the worst shot 
which the Bon homme Eichard received under water came from the 
AUiance, He has since our anival here, told Col. de Weibert and othera 
of my ofBcei?, that ' he was in no haste to come to our assistance, because 
there would have been no harm if we had been taken, to ^ve him an 
opportunity of retaking the Bon homme Richard.' None but a fool, a 
madman, or a ■villain would have raked at that distance; while a friend 
and an enemy were made iiist afongside of each other. If he had wished 
to act the part of an officer or a man, he would have come to my assistance 
bng before the two ships were in a situation that to rake the one at the 
range of grape shot, he must necessarily rake the other. 

" But why should I dwell on a subject which can afford neither you 
nor me pleasure ! I am now convinced that I now enjoy your friendship 
and affectionate wishes ; therefore I beseech you to pai'don the freedom of 
my letters, that I forwarded by M. de Chamillard ; which, though a proof 
of the honest pride which will ever attend an independent and disinterested 
spirit, is also, I hope, a proof that my mind is far above the little arts of 
Msehood and double dealing. 

" It shall be my pride to acknowledge everywhere how much I owe to 
the attentions of France, and to the peKonal friendship of M. de Chaumont, 
for furnishing me witii the means of giving liberty to all the American 
prisoners now in Europe : — for that is the greatest triumph which a good 
man can boast, and is therefore a thousand times more flattering to me 
than victory, 

"I ardently wish for future opportunities to render real services to our 
common cause ; which is the only way I can hope to prove my gratitude 
to Fi'ance, to America, and to my much loved friend M. de Chanmont, 
and his amiable lamily, with whom I ^ncerely desire to live henceforth 
in the fullest confidence and affection. In the fidlness of my heart, I 
am, with the highest respect, my deai' Chanmont, your truly obliged 
fiiend, ifcc" 
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" New York, Deoember, 1824, 
" I coi'tlfy that the on^iial of tlie preceding letter was duly received by 



my father. 



"Le Eay db Chaumi 



Ilie determinations of the French conrt, which appear to 
have been too tardy for Jones's ai-cJent wish for active employ- 
ment at this peidod of his history, seem to have occasioned Mm 
some tmeasiness. He had, moreover, as every celebrated man 
■will have, rivals and enemies, who felt rebuked beneath his 
supei'ior genius, instilled smpicions into the, minds of the 
French ministry, and contested his claim to an independent 
command, where the cost of a cruize or expedition was to be 
def aye 1 by the treasury of France. Jones did not conceal his 
sensat ns. He refused to accept of any other commission than 
one ion the Congi'ess, or to fight under any other flag than 
that of tl e United States. He expressed his sentiments freely, 
an 1 1 e^ n to think of returning to America. The Duke de la 
Vauguyon was apprised of the commodore's dissatisfaction, and 
■wrote to him a soothing letter, of which the foUo'wing is a 
coiTect translation : 



"Ilaffue, December 2lxt, 1719. 
"Commodore Jones, in the road of the Teiel. 

"I have received, my deai' commodore, the lelier ivhich you havo 
addi'eased to me. I perceive with pain that you do not view yom' situation 
in the I'ight light ; and I can assure yoa that the ministers of the king 
have no intentaon to eauae you the le^t disagi'eeahle feelings, as the 
honorable testimonials of the esteem of his majesty which I send you, 
ought to convince yoiL I hope you will not doubt the sincere desire with 
which you have inspired me, to pi'ocure you every saljsfection you may 
merit It cannot fail to be predoua to you, and to incite you to give new 
pi'oofe of your zeal for the common cause of France and America. I flatter 
myself to renew before long the occasion, and to procure you the means 
fo increase etill more the glory you have already acquired ; I am ah'eady 
occupied with all the interest I promised you, and if my views are reahzed, 
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as I have evoty reason to believe, you will be at all events perfectly 
eoEtent ; but I must pray you not to hinder my project, in delivering 
yourself to tbc expression of tiiat bitter grief to ■which you appear to have 
given way, and which has no real foundation. You appear to possess full 
confidence in the justice and hindness of the king, rely also on the same 
Bentimenta on the part of the ministiy ; my fiicndship for you, my dear 
commodote, requires that neither your conduct nor conversation amioiince 
the least doubt in this respect, 

"Le Due DB I.A Vauguyoh." 

To thia letter Commodore Jonca thus answered ; 

"Alliance, Texel, Deceraber 25tk, 1119. 
" The Duke de VAir&uyoN. 
"Mr LoED, 

" I have not an heart of atone, but am duly sensible of the obliga- 
tions conferred on me by the veiy kind and affectionate letter that you 
have done me the honor to write me the 21st current. 

" Were I to foiin my opinion of the ministry from the treatment that 
I experienced while at Brest, or from their want of confidence in me 
afterward, exclusive of what has taken place since I had the misfortune 
to enter this port, I will appeal to your Excellency as a man of candor 
and ingenuousness, whether I ought to desire to prolong a connexion that 
has made me so unhappy, and wherein I have given so very little aatisfec- 
tion! M. le Chev. de Lironeourt has lately made me reproaches on 
account of the expense, that he says Fi'ance has been at, to give me 
repatatkrii, in preference to twenty captains of the royal navy, better 
qualified than myself, and who, each of them, solicited for the command 
that was lately given to me ! This, I confess, is quite new and indeed 
Buiprising to me, and had I known it before I left France, I ceitainly 
should have resigned in favor of the twenty men of superior merit. I do 
not, however, think that hia first asaei'tion is true ; for the ministry must 
be unworthy of then- places, were they capable of squandering the puhhc 
money, merely to pve an individual reputation ! and, as to the second, I 
fency the Court will not thank him for having ^ven me that infoimation, 
whether true or false. I may add here that with a force so ill composed, 
and with powera so limited, I ran ten chances of ruin and diahonor for 
one of gaining reputation ; and had not the plea of humanity in favor of 
the unfortunate Americans in Engliah dungeona siipereeded all consiijera- 
tions of sel^ I feithfully assure you, my lord, that I would not have 
proceeded under such circumstances from Grods. I do not imbibe hasty 
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prejudices against any individual, but wlien many and repeated drcum- 
stances, conspiring in one point, Las inspired me with disesteem towards 
any person, I miist see very convincing proofe of reformation in such 
petson, before my heart can beat again with affection in his fiivor. For 
the mind ia free, and can be bound only by kind treatment. 

" Yon do me great honor as well as justice, my lord, by observing that 
no satisfaclJon can be more precions to me than that of giving new proofe 
of my zeal for the common cause of France and America ; and the 
interest that you take to facilitate the means of my giving such proofe by 
essential services, claims my best thanks, I hope I shall not throngh any 
imprudence of , mine, render ineffectual any noble design that may be in 
contemplation for the general good. "Whenever that object is mentioned, 
my private concerns are out of the question ; and where I cannot speak 
exactly what I could wish with respect to my private satisfaction, I pTOmise 
you in the mean time to oteerve a prudent silence, 

"With a deep sense of your generous sentiments of personal regard 
towards me, and with the most sincere wishes to merit that regard by my 
conduct through life, 

" I am, my lord, &o." 



Commodore Jones had previously ^vritten to his friend, Mr. 
Moriis, on the 5th of December. To him he said : " By the 
within despatches for Congress, I am persuaded you will 
observe with pleasm-e that my connexion with a Court is at an 
end, and that my prospect of retnming to America approaches. 
The great seem to wish only to be .concerned with tools who 
dare not speak or write truth. I am not soi-ry that my 
connexion with tliem is at an end. In the course of that 
connexion I ran ten chances of nrin and dishonor for one of 
reputation; and all the bonoi-s or profit that France could 
bestow should not tempt me again to imdertake the same 
service with an armament ecLirally ill composed and with 
powera equally limited. It affords me the most exalted plea- 
sure to reflect that, when I return to America, I can say that I 
have served in Europe at my own expense, and without the fee 
or reward of a Court. When the prisoners we have taken are 
safely lodged in France, I shall have no farthei' ' 
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Europe, as tlie liberty of all oiir fellow citizens who now suffer 
in Englisli prisons will then he securecl ; and I shall hope 
hei'eafter to be usefully employed under the inniiediate direction 
of the Congress." 

Jones was a man of ai-dent temperament, felt the value of 
his own talents, and was restless under the least appearance of 
indifference towards him. He did not justly estimate the 
obstacles which the French ministiy had to remove in assigning 
to him the honorable command which he had already held. 
He was a foreigner, and the officers of the French navy must 
have had their prejudices against him. Many of them longed 
for employment as well as Jones, and putting in their claims to 
a preference, on account of rank and nativity, was no doubt the 
principal cause of that neglect of which he complained. He, 
nevertheless, retained the esteem of the king and of the 
most enlightened of his subjects, who felt the benefit, both 
to America and Fi'ance, of the splendid services of the 
Commodore. 

Commodore Jones at length departed from the Texel, and 
an-ived at Oorogne about the middle Of January, 17^8, when 
he immediately wrote to General LaSiyette the following letter. 
His skill and hardihood in eluding the vigilance of the squad- 
ron by which he was blockaded, and in braving the dangers of 
the British Channel were conspicuous, and he speaks of his 
good fortune in his usual strain of manliness and naval 
gallantry : — 



'■'Alliance, Coroffue, January 16(/i, 1^80. 
" The Hon. Marc^uis De La Fayette. 

" Notwithstanding my hopes of leaving the Texel immediately after I 
had the honor of writing to i6y noble friend on the 30th of November a 
letter of which the within is a copy, yet I was detained in that detestable 
road until the 27th of December. I made my passage safe through the 
Channel, ia spite of all their cruizing ships and aquadi'oiK, and had the 
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pleasure of looking at them in the Downs, and ia passing m sight of the 
lale of Wight, (fee, I at«ered this way in hopes of meeting some of their 
cruizers off Cape Mnisterre, hut am hitherto disappointed. It being veiy 
stormy weather I this evening anchored here, where I mean only to sciiib 
the bottom and take a little fresh water, after whicli I purpcse to ci-uize 
towards Finance, and on my arrival at L'Orient I shall be happy to hear 
from you again. 

" Since my last to you, while I remained at the Texel, I was greatly 
astonisJied, siid indeed mortified, at a proposition from Court, communi- 
cated to me by the Due de Vauguyon ; his Excellency afterwards, on tlie 
21st of December, wrote me a most affectionate letter, a copy ivith mj 
answer is enclosed. 1 shall make no ^mark, but leave you, my dear 
Marquis, to judge of my feelings, and how much I must have been 
shocked at the treatment I received from the Court, pai'ficulai'ly in the 
Tesel, I am always, with the most Uvely affection aud esteem, 

" Tours, iScc. 



" I rcmernber this letter to me. 
''Wasldnfftm City, February, 1825." 



On the 28th of January the Commodore sailed from Corogne, 
and after a short cruise, which is explained in the annexed 
letter to Dr. Franldin, he arrived at Groaix on the 10th of 
February, when he left the Alliance and, on account of impaired 
. health, went up to L'Orient : — 



"VOnciit, Feb. lUh, IT 80. 
" His Excellency Bbnjamih Franklin. 
" Honorable and Dear Sir, 
" I had the pleasure of writing to your Excellency on my ai'rival at 
Corogne, Having reft^hed my people, and shunned a gale of wind in 
that poit, I sailed again the 28th ult. I took a turn to the westwai'd of 
Cape Finisterre, in hopes of intercepting some of the enemy's ships, but 
without success ; and meeting with Mr. Haywood, in the Livingston, on 
his return from Virginia, I thought it my duty to take him under convoy. 
On the passage from Boston for Brest the Alliance was broached-to, and 
very near being lost. In that atuation the sea struck with such violence 
ag^nst the head that the cutwater was wrenched considerably out of its 
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place. "When the aliip was hove down here, it would tiive been an easy 
matter to have secured tlie head. I did not, however, then know tto cir- 
cTimstaace, nor did my health peimit me to attend, and as I understood 
Captain Landais only ordered the part of the cutwater that projected on 
one side of the stem to be dubbed off. When he parted fi'om me off the 
west of Ireland, and again in the North Sea, the Alliance was steered in 
the ti'ough of the swell, so that the ship was greatly fatigued in every part, 
but pai'ticulariy in the cutwater, which was much loosened. At the Tesel 
we did all that was possible in such a road to secure the head, but not- 
withstanding, it became necessary to lash it with an hawser, after we got 
clear of the channeL This was, of course, an inducement for me to steer 
sooner for this port than I had otherwise proposed, though I had yet other 
reasons. AraoDg these I may mention liiat I have found it unpossible to 
regain the trim of the ship without altering the arrangement of the baUast, 
which I understand Captain Landais has extended along the ceiling from 
the stern-post to the stem ; an idea that I believe he may without vanity 
call his own. Besides, to my great surprise, there is not a good sail, nor, 
I may almost say, a good rope in the Alliance. Even the cables were in 
so wretched a condition, that had it not been for a timely supply of three 
new ones that I ordered from Amsterdam, I should inMibly have lost the 
ship in the severe weather I found at the Texel. In short, the situation in 
which I found the Alliance appeal's to me to have been the effect of slofh- 
ftilnesa and ignorance. I pi'ocured a second anchor at Corogne, and we 
arrived at Groaix on the 10th, where the ship still remans, the wind not 
permitting her to enter the harbor. From my late latigues my health is 
rather impaii'ed; and being also, when we anchored, almost blind with 
sore eyes, I the next evening came up here at the desire of my friends. I 
have found some benefit from the change of air, otherwise I could not now 
have seen to write, 

"As soon as the ship can be brought into Port Louis, we shall be^n to 
refit without loss of time. The head, in my opinion, cannot be secured 
without heaving down ; therefore I wish it could be afforded to sheathe 
the bottom with copper, as the ship would be doubly serviceable afterward. 

" I ordered some canvas and cordage from Amsterdam, which did not 
appear before I left the Texel, nor is yet arrived here. As I suppose M. de 
Neufville means to send these articles after me, perhaps you will now see 
fit to contradict the order, as I am assured they can be had on as easy 
terms here. I wish to know if I am to apply here, aa I do in the mean 
time to Mes!5rs. Gourlade and Moylan ; and the Serapis being arrived here, 
I wish she could be made the property of America. 

"I have the honor to be alwap, with the highest respect and most 
affectionate esteem, " Your Excellency's most obliged, &c" 
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At L'Orient the commodore learned that rumora were 
circulated to his disadvantage, that he did not like the French 
nation ; in conseq^uence of which he addressed letters to the 
MarcLuis de la Fayette and to the Duke de la Vanguyon, 
■wherein he explains his principle, and vindicates his character. 
These letters place Jones in a reiy amiable light, demonstrating 
that he was not only a valiant captain and a person of enlarged 
views, hut one who felt the miseries incident to war, and was 
desirous of a durable peace on just gromids, aa the main object 
of the contest : 

" L'Orimt, February/ IStk, 1780. 
" The Hon. General M. le Mabquis 1 

DE La Fayette, &c. ) 

" I had, dear Marquis, the honor to write you sundry lettei's before I 
left the Texel : I also wrote you on my arrival at Corogne. I ai'rived at 
Groaix the 10th, and lauded here the day after, almost blind with sore 
eyes, and not otherwise in a very good state of health. I am uow a little 
recovered, but it is with difficulty that I can yet look on paper ; — therefore 
I should not at this instant have taken up my pen, had I not this day 
understood hy a fiiend that my attachment and esteem for this nation had 
been called in question. 

" Withdrawn as I am at present fram the public attention, and having 
endeavored only by my past conduct to prove my zeal for t!ie common 
cause, it is strange tliat I cannot escape the malicious attacks of little 
minds. If any parson who has himself deserved well of his country, can 
accuse me of ingi'alatude, let him step fortli like a man, and I will answer 
in homme d'hoiineur, M. Weibert has, I understand, taken great pains 
to promnlgate that I do not love France. He is not surely among the 
moat worthy part of Urn nation, yet ha partook both of my puree and my 
table, till the moment of separation, after I had provided for him a free 

in a ship di^tined for America, from a situation where he had but 

ager to appi-ehend from the enemy, 

Mme to the point, here follows my political profession. I am a 

f the world, totally unfettered fay the little mean distinctions of 
irof climate; which dimiumh or set bounds to the benevolence 
of the heart. Impelled by principles of gratitude and philanthrapy, I 
drew my sword at the beginning of the American Kevolutiou, and when 
France so nobly espoused that great cause, no individual felt the obligation 
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with traer gratitude tlian myself. "When &b Court of France soon after 
invited me to remain for a time in Europe, I considered myself as highly 
honored by the apphcation that was made to the American commissioners. 
Since that time I have been at eveiy instant, and I stJlI am ready to do 
m.y utmost for the good of tKe common cause of France and America, 
As an American ofiicei-, and as a man, I affectionately love and respect the 
chai'aeter and nation of Francs, and hope the alliance with America may 
last forever, I owe the greatest ohhgalion to the generaus praises of the 
Fi'ench nation on my past conduct, and shall be happy to merit future 
fevor. I gi-eatly love and esteem his most ChristJan Majesty as the great 
ally of America, the heat of tings, and the amiable friend and ' protector 
of the rights of human nature,' therefore he has very few of his own 
subjects who would bleed in his present cause with greater freedom than 
myself, and none mho are more disinterested. At the same time I lament 
tte calamities of war, and wish above all things for an honorable, happy, 
and lasting peace. My fortune is not augmented by the part I have 
hitherto acted in the revolution (although I have had frequent opportuni- 
ties of acquiring riches), and I pledge myself to the worthy part of 
mankind, that my fttture conduct in the war shall not foi-feit their good 
opinion. I am ever with gi'eat and sincere affection, happy in your 
friendship," i&c, 

" I remember such a letter being received. 

" La Faybttb. 
" Washington City, February, 1825." 

^^L'Oiient, February 18i/t, 1T60, 
"Ilis Excellency M. le duc De Vattcjuyon, 
" My Lobd, 

" I had the honor of writing to your excellency a day or two before I 
left the Texel, in answer to your very kind letter on the subject of my 
discontent. I sent my letter to the. Helder by my pilot, to the care of M, 
le Chevalier de Xirencouit, fuid I hope it came safe to your hands, I have 
been here since tlie 10th of this month, but being ahnost blind with sore 
eyes, I could not sooner look on pajjer, otherwise I should not have failed 
to repeat how much I feel the obligation confen'ed on me by your 
attentions while I remained in Holland. 

"There are, my lord, some of my secret enemies base enough to 
insinuate that I do not love the nation of France; but be assured that 
though I felt myself hurt by some measures that were adopted towards 
me, and for which I owmot yet see any good reason, yet I have never 
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written, apolten, or even thought disrespectfully of the nation. On the 
contrajy, I owe the greatest ohiigation to France for the generous friendship 
of the nation towards America, and for the generous prdsea bestowed on 
my late conduct, which I should he very happy to merit, by future services 
in the common cause. Above all, as an intlividiial 1 am deeply sensible 
of the great honor conferred on me by the personal esteem and approba- 
tion of the best of kings. I shall through hfe he happy in evoiy 
drcumstance where I can manifest how much I wish to merit his majesty's 
good opinion; and when I thank you in particular, my loid, for the 
! manner in which you eommnnicated to me his majesty's 
in my fevor, I apeak not words without meaning, but my heart 
overflows with gratitude, and will ever be ambitious to merit your 



"I am with an artless sincerity, my lord," &c. 



By a preceding letter from Commodore Joaes, it ■will have 
been observed that the Alliauce required many repairs. Dr. 
TVanldin had expected that these -wotild have been made 
without loss of time, and wrote to Jones accoi-dingly. In the 
following letters the cause of the delay will be shown, and that 
no blame could be properly ascribed to the commodore : 

" Passy, FebruaTy \^th, 1780. 
" Honorable Oapt. Jones. 
DuAB Sib, 

" I received yours from Corogne of the 16th past, and from L'Orient of 
the 13th inat. I rejoice that you are safely arrived in Finance, maigi6 all 
the pains taken to intercept you. 

" As to refitting your ship at the expense of this coui't, I must acquaint 
you that there is not the least probalMlity of obtaining it, and theiefoie I 
cannot ask it. I hear too much already of tlie exti'aordinary expense you 
made in Holland to think of proposing an addition to it, especially as you 
seem to impute the damage she has sustained more to Capt. Landais's 
negligence than to accidents of the ciiiize. The whole expense will there- 
fore fall upon me, and I am ill provided to bear it, having so many 
unexpected calls upon me fi'om all quarteiB, I therefore beg you would 
have mercy on me, put me to as little charge as possible, and take nothing 
that you can possibly do without. As to sheathing with copper, it is 
totally out of the question, I am not authorised to do it, if I had money ; 
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and I Lave not money for it, if I had orders. The purchase of tte Sefapis 
is in tJie same predicament. I believe tie sending canvas and cordage 
from Amsterdam hsa ali'eady been forbidden ; if not, I shall forbid it. I 
approve of yom' applying to Measi's. Gourlade and Moylan. for what repmrs 
you want, having an exceeding good opinion of those gentlemen ; but let 
me repeat it, for God's sate be sparing, unless you mean to make me a 
baukrnpt, or have yoiu- drafts (^honored, for want of money in my hands 
to pay them. 

" We are likely to obtaia 16,000 stand of good anus from the govern- 
ment. They ai'e much wanted in America. M. de la Fayette has just 
now proposed that you should take them as ballast. You know best if 
this is practicable. 

"Mr. Ross acquaints me that he has 130 bales of public cloth for our 
army, and wishes it may likewise go in the Alliance. Can this be done ! 
It is undoubtedly an wlicle of gi'eat necessity; but I have mentioned to 
bim the room required in a ship of war for the men, their provisions, 
water, &c., and fie difficulty thence of finding place for goods. You will 
judge of this likewise. 

" Mr. Ross also veqnests to be permitted to take his passage with you. 
As he has been a servant of the States in making their purchases in 
Europe, it seems to me that it would be wrong to refuse him. There is 
also a partJculai' friend of mine, Mr. Samuel Wharton, of Philadelphia, 
who desires to go with you. These gentlemen will doubtless lay in their 
own stores, and pay as customary for their accommodations ; and I am 
peisuaded you will find them agreeable company. 

"Mr. Lee and Mr.Isard propose also to take tiieir passages in your ship, 
whom I hope you can likewise accommodate. Pray write me immediately 
your sentiments on these particulars, and let me know at the same time 
when you think you can be ready, tliat I may forward my despatches. 

" I am glad to hear that your indisposition is wearing off. I hope your 
health will soon be re-established, being, with sincere esteem, dear sir, 
" Your most obedient and most humble servant, 

" B. Franklin." 



" L'Orient, February 25th, ll80. 
"His Excellency Benjamin Fhanklin. 

" I am honored with your Excellency's letter of the 19th. I feel your 
reasons for urging frugality, and as I have not hithoi'to been among the 
most extravagant servants of America, so you may depend on it my regard 
for you will make mo particularly niee in my present situation. It will 
give me very great pleasure to be able to carry to America the supplies 
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of aims and clothing you mention, and I hope to be able to cram a great 
part, if not the whole, into the Alliance Should any remain, I h pe 
Captain Bell ivill be able to take them on boaid the Liizeme and if is 
likely that he will sail with the Albance I will pay the most dieprful 
i^ard to the accommodation of the four gentlemen that j on mention aa 
passengei's. I hope they wUl agree togethei an 1 I shall be hippy in 
showing them attentions. I am in the greite^t wint of 1 heutenant. 
" With the most affectionate respect and esteem, 

" I am your Excellency's very obliged, humble servant." 

" Passy, June 1st, 1780. 
" The Honorable Commodore Jones, Commander of the Alliance I 
frigate, in the service of the United States. ) 

"Sir, 

"I have received a letter fi'om the Board of Admiralty, containing their 
ordere for the return of the Alliance, a copy of which is annexed for your 
government ; and I hereby direct that jou carry the same into execution 
with ail possible expedition, 
"With great regard, I am, sir, 

" Your most obedient and most humble servant, 

" B. Feanklin," 



" Board of Admiralty, J 

" I'hiladdpMa, March 28th, 1780. \ 
"Hia Exeeilency Bbkjamin Franklin. 
"Sir, 
" By the annexed list you will perceive the present disposition of the 
continental navy in North America. The detachment of four ships to 
guard the harbor of Charlestown has subjected our coasts to the depreda- 
tions of the enemy's armed vessels from New York, who of late have 
frequently appeared in our bays and made many captures. 

" For these reasons the Board think it will be necessary that the frigate 
Affiance should be forthwith ordered to pivjceed for this port, and should 
any supplies for our navy be ready in France, a part may be sent in the 
Alliance, and the I'esidue in other armed vessels under her convoy. 
" I have the honor to be, 

" Your Excellency's most obedient servant, 

" By order. " Era. Lewis. 

P. S. — The Board would be highly obliged to your Excellency to send 
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th.em a set of drafts of the new ship in tie roja! navy of France for the 
use of our master buildei'a," 



In writing to the President of Congi-ess, on the 4th of March, 
1780, Dr. Franklin informs Mr. Huntington that the Commodore 
was to retni'n to America in the Alliance, and elacidates the 
course that had been taken with respect to the exchange of 
prisoners captui-ed hj Jones : — 

"FassT/, March ith, 1180. 
" SiMUBL IIuBTiNGTON, Eaq. President of CongresiS. 

" SiH, 

"In my last I gave some account of tie success of our little squadron 
under Commodore Jones, Thi'ee of their prizes sent into Bergen, in 
Norway, were, at the instance of the British minister, seized by order of 
the Court of Denmai'k, and dehvered up to Mm. I have, with the 
approbation of the ministiy here, drawn up and sent to that Court a 
memorial reclaiming the prizes. In the absence of Captain Landais from 
the Alliance, Commodore Joues took command of her, and on quitting 
the Texel, made a cruize through the Channel to Spain, and is since 
returned to L'Orieut, where the ship is now refitting in order to return to 
America, Capt. Landaia had not applied to me to be replaced in her, and 
I imagine has no thought of that kind, having before, on several 
occasions, expressed to me and otheis his dissatisfaction Tv-ith his officer, 
and his inclination on that account to quit her. Capt Jones will, 
therefore, carry her home, unless he should be prevailed with to enter 
another service, which, howevei', I think is not likely; though he has 
gained immense reputation aU over Europe for his bravery. "When the 
squadron of Commodore Jones ai'rived in the Texel with 500 English 
priaonei's, I proposed exchan^ng there, hut this was declined, in expecta- 
tion, as I heard from England, of retaking them on their way to France. 
The stay of our ships in Holland, through tlie favor of the States, being 
prolonged, and the squadrons being stationed to intercept us, being tired 
of cruising for us, the British ministiy consented at length to a cartel 
with Fi'ance, and brought Frenchmen to Holland to exchange for these 
pi'isonei's, instead of Americans. These proceedings have occasioned our 
poor people to be kept longer in confinement; but the minister of marine 
having given orders that I shall have as many English, another cartel 
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with Americana is now daily expected, and I hope in a few months to see 
them all at hberty. 

" I have tlie honoi' to be, &a. 



On his visit to Paris the Commodore seems to have enjoyed 
the esteem of the French sovereign in a higher degree than 
ever. He was received with the utmost distinetion at Oom-t, 
and the following letter from M. de Sartine to the President of 
Congress, testifies that tlie king voluntarily presented him witli 
a superh sword, and proposed to Congress to decorate him with 
the Order of Military Merit, a proposition which that "body 
ito:— 



From M, De Sarti 



] to Mr, HuNTiNBTON, President of the Congra 
the United States. 



» Versailles, May ZQth, 1780. 
"Commodore Paul Jones, after having shown to all Europe, and 
particularly to the enemies of France and the United States, the moat 
unqnesiionable proofe of his valor and talents, is about returning to 
America to give an account to Congress of tie success of his military 
operations, I am convinced, Sir, that the reputation he has so justly 
acquired will precede hira, and that the recital of his actions alone will 
suffice to prove to his fellow citizens that his abilities are equal to his 
courage. But the king has thought proper to add his suffrage and 
attention to the public opinion. He has expressly charged me to infoim 
you 5iow perfectly he is satisfied with the services of the Commodore, 
pereuaded that Congress will render him the same justice. He has. 
offered, as a proof of his esteem, to present him with a sword which 
cannot he placed in better hands, and likewise proposes to Congress tfr 
e this hrave officer witli the Gross of Mlitary Merit. His Majesty 
s that this particular distinction, hy holding forth the same honors 
to the two nations, united hy the same interests, will he looked upon as 
one tie more that connects them, and will support that emulation which is 
so precious to the common cause. If, after having appi'oved the conduct 
of the Commodore, it should he tliought proper to give him the command 
of any new expedition to Europe, his Majesty mil receive him again with 
pleasure, and presumes that Congress will oppose notiiing that may he 
13 
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judged expedient to secure the success of bis enterprises. My personal 
esteem for him induces me to recummend him very patticularly to you, 
Sir, and I dare flatter myself that the reception he will receive from 
Congi'ess and you, will warrant the spntiments with which he haa 
inspired me. 

"I have tlie honor of being, ifec. 

"De Saktine." 

The following resolution of Congress shows the sense of that 
exalted body of the services rendered by Commodore Jones, 
and permits his acceptance of the Cross of Military Merit 
offered to him by His Most Christian Majesty : — 

"In Conoress, February 21tli, 1781. 

"The Committee to whom was referred the letter of May 30th, 1780, 
from M. de Sartine, delivered in a report, whereupon 

"Resolved, That the Congress entertain a high sense of the distinguished 
bravery and mihtary conduct of John Paul Jones, Esq. captain in the navy 
of the United States, and particularly in his victory ovef the British frigate 
Serapis on the coast of Eiigland, which was attended witli ch-ciimstances 
so brilliant as to excite general applause and admiration : 

"That the minister plenipotentiaiy of these United States at the Conrt 
of Versaiilea, coniaiunicate to His Most Christian Majesty the high satis- 
faction Congress have received from the conduct and gallant behavior of 
Captain John Paul Jones, which Lave merited the attention and approbar 
tion of His Most Christian Majesty, and that His Majesty's offer of 
adoining Captain Jones with, a Cross of Military Mei'it is highly acceptable 



[Extract from the minutes.] 

"C. Thompson, Secretary." 

In consequence M. de la Luzerne gave a fete to all tlie meni- 
bera of Congress, and to the principal inhabitants of Philadel- 
phia, and in their presence he, in the name of His Majesty, 
invested the Commodore with the Order of Mihtaiy Merit. 

The naval means of America in 1780 were exceedingly 
limited, and the necessity of detaching four ships to guard the 
harbor of Charleston, rendered it expedient to recall the Alli- 
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aiice to the United States to aid in tlie pi-otectioii of the coasts 
from the depredations of the enemy's armed vessels, especially 
from New Torb, whence they cruised in the bays of the con- 
tinent, making a numbei- of captiires. An oi-der was despatched 
hy the Board of Admu-alty, on the 28th of Mai'ch, lYSO, to our 
minister in France to send the Alliance home, which order Dr, 
Franklin communicated to Commodore Jones on the let of 
June, 1780. On the same day that minister prepared and 
gave to the Commodore the annexed unequivocal letter of 
approbation : 

"Passy, June I, 17S0. 
"Samuel HuNiiNGTOtr, Esqi President of Congress, 
"Sir, 
" Commodore Jones, wbo by his bravery and conduct has done great 
honor to the American flag, desires to have that also of presenting a line 
to the hands of your Excellency. I cheerfully comply with his reqnest, 
in recommending him to the notice of Congress and to your Excellency's 
protection, thongh hia acfioua are more effectual I'eoommendalaons, and 
render any ft-om me nnnecessary. It gives me, however, an opportunity 
of showing my readiness to do justice t« merit, and of professing the 
esteem and respect with which I am, &c 

" B, Feanklin." 



On tlie 30th of May, Dr. Franldin had written to M. de 
Sartine for the purpose of asceiiaining whether his Majesty 
would consent that one of his vessels should accompany the 
Alliance for the conveyance of supplies for the United States, 
In reply, on the 30th of June, M. de Sartine intimated the 
king's willingness, and assured the American minister that 
dii'ections had been given at L'Orient to afford to Commodore 
Jones every iacility that he might recLuire for his arinament 
and departure. The Commodore had stated to M. de Sartine, 
that seamen for the additional vessel might be obtained from 
the Alliance. 
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On the 28th of June, 1T80, M. de Sartino addressed a Tery 
flattering letter to Commodore Jones, apprising him that the 
Cross of the Institution of Military Merit, agreeahly to the 
ting'a preTiotis determination, was enclosed in a despatch to 
M, de la Luzerne, the minister of France near the United 
States, of which Jones was to he the bearer, and with which 
cross he was to be invested by a chevalier of the order as soon 
as Congress had assented to his acceptance of it. M. de Sai-- 
tine likewise informed him that His Majesty had directed a 
golden headed sword to be made for him, which would be 
immediately delivered to him. The letter is in the following 
words : — 

" Versailles, June 2Sth, 1780. 

" Ml-, Paul Jones, Commodore in tlie N"avy ) 
of the United States of America. j 

" Sib, 
" The king has already testified hia approbation of tTio zeal and valor 
wliich you have displayed in Europe, in support of the common cause 
between the United Stat^ and his majesty, and he has also informed you 
of the distinguished proofe he is disposed to give yon thereof. Persuaded 
that the United States will give their consent that you should receive the 
ci'oss of the institution of Military Merit, I send you in the pactet addi'esaed 
to M. de la Luzerne, the one deigned for you. You will be pleased to 
deliver him this packet, and he will confer on you this distinction by a 
chevahei' of the institution, agreeably to his majesty's orders. But at any 
rate that you should have a proof of the king's approbation and munifi- 
cence, his majesty has ordered a gold headed sword to be made for yon, 
which will be immediately dehvered to you, and he has the greatest 
confidence in the use yon will make of it for his glory and that of the 
United States. I have the honor, &c. 

"De Sahtine.'' 

Commodore Jones was extremely grateful for the marks of 
distinction thus conferred irpoii him, and expressed his feelings 
in the most fervent manner in hia correspondence with his 
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friends. To one of them, Mi\ Genet, he wrote under date of 
the 19th of July, 1780, "I am hound by gratitude and honor 
to give every proof in my power of my affection to France, 
Tell M. de Sai-tine, and the rest of the king's ministers, that I 
would rather he shot to death than suffered to pine away in 
idleness, while our glorious cause is undetermined. I shall not 
die happy, unless they give me an opportunity to prove by ray 
actions how much I wish always to mei-it the favor of the king, 
his minister, and the nation. My best wishes will ever attend 
my fnends in this kingdom, for theii' hberal minds do honor to 
hmnan natm-e." 

Arrived at L'Orient, fi'om Pai'ia, Jones found that Landais, 
who seemed to he his evil genius, had, in Ms ahsence, excited a 
refractory disposition in the crew of the Alliance, which had 
the effect of preventing the commodore from taking the com- 
mand of that fi-igate, and ohhged him to sail for America on 
board the Ariel. The hoard of admiralty afterwai-d took 
cognizance of the dispute between Commodore Jones and 
Captain Landais : and having propounded questions to Dr. 
Franldin, in order to elicit infoi'mation, that minister answered 
them, exjjlained the circumstances which had occasioned so 
much chagrin to Jones, and produced the unproiitahle 
dissensions between Mm, Landais, and the crew of the Alliance. 
With his answers was forwarded a copy of the " conc^dat" 
the signing of which Jones so deeply regi'etted, and from which 
sprang almost all his disagreements with Captain Landais, and 
M. Le Eay de Ohaumont. The former, he conceived, had 
availed himself of the community of interests established by 
the " co}icordai" to treat Ms orders with contempt, and the 
latter be thought had not acted correctly towards Mm in relation 
to the prizes taken from the enemy. In illustrating more 
particularly the sources of all the commodore's disquietudes, a 
date is here anticipated, to lay at once before the reader Dr. 
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Franldin's letter and answers to the board of Admiralty, and a 
copy of the " conc</rdat" ■which will render more intelligible 
the allusions in some of Jones's lettera written previously to that 
of Dr. Pranldin to Francis Lewis, Esq. 

''Pasgy, March I'Jth, 1781. 
"Francis Lbwis, Esq., and tho Board of Admiviilty. 
" Gentlemen, 

"I received tlie honor of youra, dated January the 2d, containing 
sundry questions relative to the ship Alliance, and the expedition under 
the command of John Paul Jones, feq. 

"I would remark aa to the expedition in geaeral that this court haying, 
I suppose, some enterprise in view, which Captain Jones, who had signal- 
ized his bravery in taking the Drake, was thought a proper person to 
conduct, had soon after the action requested we would spare him to them, 
which was the more readily agreed to, as a difference subsisted between 
him and his heuteuant, which laid us under a difficulty tiiat was by this 
means got over. Some time passed, however, before any steps were taken 
to employ him in a manner ^reeable to him, and possibly the first project 
was iMd aside, many difficiUties attending any attempt of introducing a 
foreign officer into the French marine, as it disturbs the order of their 
promotion, &c., and he himself chooang to act rather under the commis- 
sion of Congress. However, a project was at length found, by furnishing 
him with some of the king's ships, the officers of which were to have 
temporary American commissions, which being posterior in date to his 
commission, would put them naturally under his command for the time, 
and the fina! intention, after various changes, was to intercept the Baltic 
fleet : the Alliance was, at that time, under ordera to caiiy Mr. Adams 
back to America, but the minister of the marine, by a written letter, 
requesting I would lend her to strengfhen the httie squadron, and oftering 
a passage to Mr. Adams m one of tiie King's ships, I consented to their 
request, hoping that, besides obliging the minister, I might obtain the 
dispositionof some prisoners, to exchange for our countrymen h ~ ' 



Questions of the Admiralty Board, respecting the squadron under the 
Chevalier John Paul Jones, answered. 

" Question. Whether any agreement was made by you, or any person 
in your behalf with the owners of the ships concerted with the Alhance in 
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that expedition, respecting tlie shai'es tiey wore severally to draw ci' tlie 
pnzes which might be taken during that expedition ? 

"Answer. I never made such an agreement, nor any person in my 
behalf. 1 lent the Alliance to the King, simply at the minister's request, 
supposiDg it would be agreeable to Congress to oblige their ally; and 
that the diTision, if there should be anything to divide, would be according 
to the laws of Prance, or of America, as should be found most equitable. 
But the Captains, before they sailed, entered into an agreement, called the 
concordat, to divide according to the rules of America, aa they acted under 
American commissions and colors. 

" Ques. What orders were given to Captain Landais ? 

" Am, Tliat he should obey the orders of Captain Jones. 

" Ques. What was the ground of the disputes between Captain Jones 
and himS 

" Ans. That ivlien at sea together, to refused to obey Captain Jones's 
orders. 

" §Mes, Why did the Alliance lay so long at Port L'Orient after her 
arrival there from the Texel, and in general every information in your 
power resj>ecticg tJie Alhance and the expedition referred to? 

" Ans. Her laying so long at L'Orient was first occasioned by the 
mutinoua dispMition of the officers and men, who refused to raise the 
anchors until they should receive wages and prize-money. I did not con- 
ceive they had a right to demand payment of wages in a foreign country, 
or anywhere but at the port they came from, no one here knowing on 
what terms they were engaged, what they had received, or what was due 
to them. The prize-money I wished them to have, hut as that could not 
Boon be obtained, I tJiought it wrong in them to detain the vessel on that 
account, and as I was informed many of them were in want of neeessai'ies, 
I advanced 24,000 livres on account, and put it into Captain Jones's 
hands to reheve and pacify them, that tliey might go more willingly. 
But they were encouraged by some meddling passengers to persist. The 
King would have taken tlie prizes, and paid for them, at the rate per gun, 
&c, as he pays for warlike vessels taken by his ships ; but they raised a 
cimnor at this, it being put into their beads that it was a project for cheat- 
ing them, and they demanded a sale by auction. The minister, who 
usually ^ves more when ships are taken for the King than they will pro- 
duce by auction, readily consented to tMs, when I asked it of him ; but 
then this metliod required time to have them inventoried, advei'tised in 
different porta, to create a fuller concuiTence of buyeis, Ac. ; Captmn Jones 
came up to Paris to hasten the proceedings ; in his absence Capt Landais, 
by the advice of Mr. Lee and Commodore Gillon, took possession of the 
ship, and kept her long in writing up to Paris, wailing answers, i^c 
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" As the ministry had reasons, if some of the first plans had heen 
puvaiied, to wish the expedition might be \mderetood as American, the 
instrncljocs were to he given by me, and the outtit was committed to 
Monsieur de Chaumont, known to he one of our friends, and well 
acquainted with such affairs. Monsieur le Marquis de la Fayette, who 
was to have heen concerned in the execution, oaa probably acquaint you 
with those reasons ; if not, I shall do it hereafter. It afferwai'd continued 
in the hands of M de Chaumont to the end. I never paid or received a 
farthing, directly or indii'cctly, on account of the expedition ; and the 
captains having made him their trustee and agent, it is to him tiiey arc 
to apply for their proportions of the captures." 

Concordat made between Captain John Paul Jones and the officers of 
the Squadron. 

" Agreement between Messiemia John Paul Jones, captain of the Bon 
Lomme Richai'd ; Pierre Landais, captain of the Alliance ; Dennis Nicolas 
Cottinean, captain of the ' Pallas ; Joseph Verage, captain of the Stagg ; 
and Philip Nicolas Ricot, captain of the Vengeance ; composing a 
eqnadron that shall be commanded hy tlie oldest officer of the highest 
grade, and so on in succe^on in ease of death or retreat. None of the 
said commanders, whilst they ai'e not separated from tiie said squadron, 
by order of the minister, shall act hut by virtue of the brevet, which they 
shall have obtained from the United States of America, and it is agreed 
that the flag of the United Statw shall be displayed, 

"The divitaon of tke prizes to the superior officere and crews of the 
stud squadron, shall he made agreeable to the American laws ; but it is 
agreed, that the proportion of the whole, coming to each vessel in the 
squadron, shall be r^ulated by the minister of the marine department 
of France, and the Minister Plenipotentiaiy of the United States of 
America. 

" A copy of the American laws shall be annexed to the present 
agreement, afler having been certified by the commander of the Bon 
homme Kichard ; but as the said laws cannot foresee nor determine as to 
what may concern the vessels and subjects of other nations, it is expressly 
agreed, that whatever may be contraiy to them should be j'egidated by 
the minister of the French maiine, and the Minister Plenipotentiary of the 
United States of America. 

" It is likewise agreed that the orders ^ven by the Minister of the 
French Marine, and the Minister Plenipotentiaiy of the United States, shall 
be executed. 

" Considering the necessity there is of preserving the interests of each 
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individual, tlie piizes tliat shall be taken stall be remitted to tbe ordere 
of Monsieur Le Ray de Chaumont, bonorary intendant of the Royal Hotel 
of Invalids, who has furnished the exijeaaes of tbe aimament of the said 
squadron. 

" It has ba«n agreed, that M. le Ray de Cbaiimont be requested not to 
give up ihs part of the prizes coming to all the crews, and to each 
individual of the s^d sq^uadron, but to their order, and to be responsible 
for the same in hia own and proper name. 

said squadron has been formed for the purpose of 
n enemies of France and America, it has been agi'ced 
Js, whether French or American, may be associated 
n consent, as shall be found suitable for the purpose, 
and that tliey shall have such proportion of the prizes which shall be 
taken, as the laws of their respective countries allow them. 

" In case of the death of any of the before mentioned commanded of 
vessels, he shall be replaced agreeably to the order of the tacifl', with 
Uberty, however, for the successor to choose whether he will remain on 
board his own vessel, and ^ve up to the nest in order the command of 
the vacant ship. 

" It has moreover been agreed, that the commander of the Stag shall 
be excepted from the last article of this present agreement, because in caso 
of a disaster to M. de Vai'ago it shall be replaced by his second in 
command, and so on by the other officers of his cutter the Stag. 
"J. P. Jones, 
" P. LAKnAis, 

" De OotTINEAP, 

" De Vaeage, 

" Lb Eay de Chaumont, 

" P. RiCOT." 

The controveray between Commodore Jones and Captain 
Landais, respecting the command of the Alliance, was, as Jones 
believed, Bca'etly fomented by Mr. Arthnr Lee, wbo, acting as 
an umpire in the case, assigned tbe command of the frigate 
to Landais. The annexed letter from that gentleman to 
Commodore Jones will explain liie avowed reasons for this 
preference : 

"L'Orimt, June. IZth, 1780. 
" Captain J". P. Jones. 



" When you showed me yesterday the authorities under 
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e you had a right to command the Alliance frigate, I told you it 
was not in my power to give yon an opinion upon theni without seeing 
those of Captain Landais ; and that 1 would not give an opinion in this 
matter but in writing. Since that I have seen the autliorities of Captain 
Landais, and I now shall state them both, with my opinion upon them ; 
which I hope may be of use in preventing any farthei' contest, which 
cannot hut be diagracefiil and injurious to the service, as well as to those 
who ai'e in the wrong. 

" The authorities yon showed me, consisted of a commission from 
i appointing you a captain in the maiine of tJie United States, 
I late order from Dr. franklin to jou.lo take command of the 
Alliance, and carry her where she is ordered by the Admiralty. This 
order from Dr. Fi-anklin does not recite or allege any power from Congress 
to take the command from Captain Landms, and put another in his place. 

" The authorities Captain Landais I^d before me, were a commission 
from Congress, like yours, appointing him captain in the service; — a 
resolve of Congi'css ^ving him the command of the Alliance frigate ; and 
a letter of instructions for tliat pmpose from the Marine Committee. 

"From these documents it is clear, beyond a possibility of doubt, that 
Captain Landais commands that ship under the full, direct, and express 
order of Congress ; and that no such authority appears to dismiss him 
from the command. In this situation Captain Landais must answer at 
his peril for the frigate entrusted to him. till he receives an order of 
Congress to deliver her to another. If any such order exists, those who 
have it do infinite wrong to the service in not producing it, to prevent any 
disturbance. If there-is no such order, the subjects of the United States 
who attempt to divest Captain Landais of the command La holds from 
the sovereign power, or to disturb him by violence in the exei-cise of it, 
commit a high crime against the laws and sovereignty of the United 
States, and subject themselves to a proportionable punishment, 

" This, Sir, is my opinion founded upon a cool and candid consideration 
of the authoritiffl on both sides ; which alone ought to determine our 
judgment and our actions. You are at liberty to show this letter to whom 
you please, or to send it to Dr. Frankhn. Should it prevail upon you lo 
urge this matter no iarther till you know whether there is authority of 
Congress for what you are doing, I shall think I have rendered no less 
service to you personally, in preventing you from committing a I'aah and 
illegal action, than to the public, the honor of which must be committed 
by such a contest in a foreign port. When I see such things threatened, 
my duty to my country, and the love of law and order, call upon mc to 
do whatever is in my power to prevent them. 

"I have the honor to be, &c. 

" Akthub Lee." 
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Mr. Lee, however, was uiiq^ucstionalDly in the wrong. Landais 
had resigned the command of the AlUance, had requested and 
obtained money fram Dr. Franklin to repair to America, nnder 
flie pretext of having his conduct investigated, and Jones had 
received instructions' both from Dr. Franklin and tlie court of 
France, to carry the frigate back to the United States. An 
order, in fact, was issued by the French minister of marine to 
stop the sailing of the Alliance, if she attempted to pi-oceed 
nnder the directions of Landais, But Commodore Jones, justly 
apprehending the consequences of violent measures, declined 
employing the means within his power to prevent her departure. 
Jones himself attributed the partiality of Mr. Lee for Landais 
to improper motives. " I am convinced," said he in a letter to 
Mi. Morns, of the STth of Jime, 1780, "that Mr. Lee has acted 
in this matter merely because I would not become the enemy 
of the venei-able, the wise, and good Franklin, whose heart and 
head does, and always wiU do honor to human nature. I know 
the great and good in tliis kingdom better, perhaps, than any 
other American who has appeared in Europe since the treaty 
of alliance : and if my testimony would add anything to 
Franldin'a reputation, I could witness the univei'sal veneration 
and esteem with which hie name inspires aU ranks, not only at 
Yersailles and all over this kingdom, but also in Spain and in 
Holland : and I can add, from the testimony of the first 
characters of other nations, that, with him, envy itself is dumb, 
when the name of Franklin is biit mentioned." 

Dr. Fi'anldin was awai'e of Mi'. Lee's proceedings. He had 
given directions that he shoidd have a passage home to America 
in the Alliance ; but on learning that he had been instmmental 
in promoting disaffection among the crew, he wrote to Jon^, 
revoking the order : 
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"Passy, June lllh, 1180. 
" Honorable Commodore Jones, 
"Sib, 
" Having been informed by several gentlemen of and from L'Oiient, 
that it is there generally underatood the meeting on board yoitr ship has 
been advised or promoted hy the Hon. Aitliur Lee, Esq. whom I had 
ordered you to receive as a passenger ; I hereby withdraw that ordei' so 
far as to leave the execution of it to yoiH disoi'etion ; that if fi-om the 
circiunstaneea which have come to your knowledge, it should appeal' to 
you, that tte peace and good government of the ship during the voyage 
naay be endangered hy his presence, you may decline taking that gentle- 
man ; which, I apprehend, need not obstruct his return to America, as 
there are several ships going under your convoy, and no doubt many of 
their passengers may be pi-evmled with to change places. But if you 
judge these suspicions groundless, you will comply with tlie order 



" I have the honor to he, ifec. 

" B. Fjiankltn." 



Jones was the more mortified at the delay which these 
bickerings occasioned in the sailing of the Alliance, as she had 
on Tjoard stores for the nse of the United States, which were 
much wanted for the supply of the Aniei'ican anny. In a 

letter to Madame T , of the 24th of July, 1780, he 

adverted to the affair hotwecn himself and Landais in the 
following manner : — 



^'L'Orient, July Uth, 1780. 



" Madam. 



"When you did me the honor to ask my promise to write to you a par- 
tioulai' account of my services in this revolution and of my late expedition, I 
thought myself very happy indeed in enjoying that pleasing proof of your 
attention ; and it was my firm intention to have fulfilled my pronuse with 
you on that head, immediately after my return here. Had I undertaken 
to wiite my own. history to a lady of a less elevated mind than Madame 

X , I should have run too gi'eat a risk, especially in what relates to 

my last battle ; many circumstances of which are not yet known to the 
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world, and are of such a nature as not to be believed by an ordinary mind 
upon the evidence of an individual. With, you, Madam, I have not the 
remotest doubt, and tbe extraoidinaiy event that took place here m& 
respect to the Alhance is the only reason tlrnt has withheld my pen. I 
confess to you I feel rather ashamed that such an event should have 
happened, althongh God knows it was not owing to any feult of mine. 
The true reason w^ M. le Ray de Chaumont unjuatly detained from the 
brave Americana who had so well served in the squadron under my 
command, not only their wages but also their prize-money ; and he has not, 
even to this hour, given the means of paying them their just claims. 
One or two envious persons here, taking advantage of these eircumstancffl, 
persuaded these poor people that I had joined ivith M. de Chaumont to 
detain from them their just dues ; and that it was besides my intention 
to cany them on new expeditions in Ehirope, and not to sufet them to 
return to their families in America during the war. These msinuations 
were false and gi'onndleas. I had disapproved the conduct of M le E ly 
de Chaumont so much as neither to speak nor write to him after my 
return to France. My sole business at Court was to obtain the free sale 
of the prizes, which I effected. And farftom being then bound on new expe- 
ditions in Eutope, I was ordered by the Board of A.dmiralty in America to 
return forthwith to Congress, and had in consequence received the public 
despatches both fi'om Mr. Franklin and the Coiirt The Alliance, 
however, was hurried out of this port before the crew had time for 
reflection; yet before they sailed from the Road of GroMX maay of them, 
seeing their error, refused to weigh anchor, and were carried to sea confined 
hands and feet in irons. The government of France had taken measures 
to stop the ship, but I interposed to prevent bloodshed between the subjects 
of the two allied nations. I am now again ahnost ready to sail in the 
Ariel, and I know, soon after my aiiival in America, that Congress will 
render me impartial justice. I will then have the happiness to furnish 
you with the account I promised, and tlie circumstances will be supported 
by the fullest evidence. I dare promise that it will then appear that I 
have only been to blame for having retui'ned hei'e from Paris, without 
having insisted absolutely on the previous payment of my men. Money 
" 1 love, you will te!l me perhaps, the case may be 
I have still in contemplation to return to France soon after I 
arrive in America, for I have the most ardent desire to give the court, the 
nation, and my friends,' farther proofe of my gratitude by my services 
in the glorious cause of fteedom that France has so nobly espoused 
in concert with America. The singular honors I have lately received 
from the king have made the deepest and most lasting impression on my 
heart, and it shall be my constant care to deserve the continuance of His 
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Majesty's esteem. Although my departure is near, yet I hope to have the 
honor of a letter from you, before I sdl I hope my conduct will always 
merit your good opinion, and tliat you will honor me in consequence 
with your attention, and permit me to consider you as one of my 
best friends. 

" I am. Madam, 

" With tlie most profound respect, yours, &e." 

Aa the name of the Alliance and that of Capt. Landais have 
been frequently inti'oduced into this volume, in connexion with 
the occurrences incident to the life of Commodore Jones, it may 
not be unacceptable to the reader to be made more particularly 
acquainted with the history of the captain and of the eliip. The 
only account of the former, within the reach of tlie autlior, is from 
the pen of Commodore Jones — and, as it is from that soui-ce, 
should be received with some degi'ee of caution. In a memo- 
randum, dated at Versailles, on the ITth of June, 1T80, Jones 
stated, that, " When the treaty of alliance with Prance anived 
in America, Congress, feeling the most Uvely sentiments of 
gratitude towards France, thought how they might manifest the 
satisfaction of the continent by some public act. The linest 
frigate in the service was on the stoclra, ready to be launched, 
and it was resolved to Call her the Alliance. M. Landais, a 
French subject, who had then arrived in America fr'om France 
as master of a merchant ship laden with public stores, had 
rejjoi-ted that he had been a captain in the royal navy of France, 
liad commanded a ship of the line, been a chief officer of the 
port of Brest, and was of such worth and estimation for his 
gi'eat abilities that he could have had any honora or advance- 
ment in his own comitry that he pleased to accept ; but that 
his desire to serve America had induced him to leave his own 
country, and even to refuse to receive the Oi-oss of St. Louis, 
that he might be at liberty to abjure the religion of his fci-e- 
fathere, which he did accordingly. Congress, believing M. 
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Landais to be in high esteem at the Court of Vei-aailles, and 
thinking witli reaeon that it would give pleasure to His Majesty 
to find that one of his wortliy subjects had been ti'eated with 
dietinction in America, appointed him captain of tlie AUianee." 

Capt, Landais was well known to the citizens of the United 
States, especially dming the latter years of his hie. He died 
on Long Island in the State of New York. For a considerable 
time pi-ior to his death he was an annual petitioner to Congress, 
on whose sessions he often attended, to urge his claim for 
indemnity on account of his portion of the prize-money which 
ought to have accrued from thi'ee prizes sent into Norway, 
whilst he was in command of the Alliance in Europe. His 
temper, even in old age, appeared to be severe ; for whilst at 
"Washington he could not avoid betraying his irritabihty. A 
remarkable instance of thie unhappy constitutional excitability 
is related of him with respect to a member of Congress who 
had spoken rather sHghtingly of him. Landais dressed himself 
in his uniform with a small sword by his side, and repau-ed to 
the galleiy of tlie House of Representatives, when in session ; 
indicating tliereby, as well as in conversation with his acquaint- 
ances, that he was prepai-ed to give any gentleman aatiefaction 
who might be oifended with him. He afterwards observed, 
quoting a remark ascribed to Henry IV. of France, that " if 
there was bad blood in Congress he woidd draw it." He 
affirmed to the last, that he, and not Jones, captured the Sera- 
pis, atti-ibuting her surrender entirely to his having raked her 
fi-om the Alliance, — about which the reader has seen that his 
assertion was entirely void of foundation. 

On the 2d of August, 1780, Jones addressed the following 
letter to the Count de Vergennes, and a similar one to the 
Count de Maurepas. The contents denote tlie activity of his 
mind, his continual anxiety for the furtherance of the American 
cause, and his accurate views of the best method of annoying 
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the enemy. Of the ideas or plan to which he alhides in this 
letter there is no written statement in possession of the author, 
farther tlian what is contained in the answer of the Count de 
Maiirepae which is subjoined : — ■ 

"Z'Orient, August 2d, 1780. 
" His Excellency M. le Compto de Vesgennks, &e. 
" My LoiiB, 

"I should be unworthy of the illustrious marks that I have lately 
received of the royal iavor, jf I were not constantly impressed with the 
most ardent zeal to merit the contimmnee of his majesty's approbation, by 
an invariable attention to the mutual interests of France aad America. 
Altliough my departure for America haa been protracted by unforeseen 
events, it is not yet too late for government to pray the Congress that I 
njay, during the remainder of this war, be constantly employed on active 
and useful sei-vices, tending to disti'act and distress the common enemy. 
After having been so highly honored by the kind attentions of the king's 
ministeis, and their approbation of my poor services, I am convinced that 
I shah still find such support and protectJon from this government, as may 
enable me to prove my gi'aljtude by my futui'e actions. 

" Since I had the honor of laying before your excellency, in the month 
of May last, my project foi future expeditions, the events of the war have 
not so altered cifcumstances as to render my ideas inexpedient: on the 
contrary, the farther the wat advmces, I am the more confirmed in the 
utility that would result to the common ciusc from such services as I have 
therein hinted at. I was then hippy m finding that your exceEenty 
approved of my ideas : It is thcrefois that I now enolcae a copy, which I 
beseech your excellency to reconsider and lay before his majesty's privy 
council. If such expeditions as I wish to command were to he fitted out 
m America, I might be able with the greater certainty to strike the first 
blow by a complete surpiise. Before the fleet of his majesty siuled from 
Brest the first time, under Count D'Orvillieis, M. de Chaumont told me it 
was the desire of government to have my ideas on private expeditions in 
writing. I gave him with gi'eat pleasure many ideas, from my long 
knowledge of the enemy's trade and situation, that might have proved of 
great advantage to our cause, and I wish M. de Chaumont had given all 
my then ideas to the court, although I am told he has tiken ci'edit 
for some of them as his ovni. I am now nearly ready for the sea with liis 
majesty's sloop of war the Ariel, and I should be happy to eart7 with me 
to Congress the interest of this goverameut for my promotion ; but 
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' that I may be henceforth constantly employed in the most 
active and enterprising seiTices, with such a force under my command as 
may enable me etFectually to promote the interest of our glorious cause. 
This, my lord, would be my supreme ambition, actuated by no mean 
views of self-interest, but inspired by the purest principles of gratitude and 
philanthropy. It is upon this ground alone that I depend on I' 
protection of the king, your excellency, and this government 

" It is absolutely necessary, my lord, to destroy the foreign c 
of the English, espedally their trade to the Baltic, from whence they draw 
all the supplies for their marine. It is equally necessaiy to alarm their 
coasts, not only in the colonies abroad, but even in their islands at home. 
These things would distress and disti'act the enemy much more than 
many battles between fleets of equal force. England has carried on the 
war against America in a iiir more barbai'ous form than she durst have 
adopted against any power of Europe. America has a right to retaliate ; 
and by our having the same language and customs with the enemy, we 
ai'e in a situation to surprise their coaals and take such advantage of their 
unguai'ded situation, under the flag of America, as can never be done 
under the flag of France. This is not theory, for I have proved it by my 
experience ; and if I bave opportunity I will yet prove it more fully. 

"I shall be happy, my lord, to be honored with your excellency's 
detormiuatiou as soon as possible, as I purpose to proceed with the utmost 
expedition to Philadelphia, and as there is no time to lose in preparing for 
the opei'ations of the next campaign. 

" I am, my lord, your excellency's most obliged, 

"Most obedient, and moat humble servant." 



' Versailles, August 15th, 1180. 



"Com 



"Sib, 
" I have received with gi'cat plea 



re, and read with attention, the letter 
wrote me the 2d instant from L'Orient. I have remarked therein the 
continuation of your zeal for the common cause. I have examined and 
communicated to M, de Sartine the project annexed to your letter, and we 
have no manner of doubt of the good effect that would result, were it 
entrusted to you. But at present it could not be said what number of 
fiigates might be employed, they being all actually armed on account of 
the king, and tie plan of tiie approaching campaign is not yet sufficieiLtly 
determined, positively to say how many frigates may be given to you. 
But tliia need not prevent, if you have the consent of Congress, the 
execution of the fiist part of your scheme, to come here as you proposB 
14 
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wiUx the Alliance, and the other vessels which, you may have, and with a 
sufficient American crew to arm the frigates which may join you. I will 
endeavor here to secure some for you, or to suhstitute privateei* in their 
place. This is all I can inform jou of for the present. The conduct you 
have observed, and the Eeal you have shown for the service, must assui's 
you of the readiness with which I shall always aid any enterpiise in which 
you may be concerned. Be aaaured, sir, of the desire I have of rendaing 
you any service, and convincing you of the sentiments with which, 
" I am, <fec 

"Maukei-as." 



On the 21st of September tlie commodore replied to the 
Coimt de Jlttaiirepas eviiicmg the same resolute spirit of 
perseverance in the canse of American Independence, for 
which, from his first entrance into tlie service, he had been 
remarkable : 



''AAc-l, Groaiv, September i'lst, lYSO. 

"His Excellency M. le Compto de | 
MAiraBPAs, &c f 

" My Loan, 
"I received in its due course the letter that your excellency condescended 
to write me from Versailles the 15th ult., I having been detained in tliis 
road hy contrary and stormy winds eve* since the ith cnn'ent. I have 
postponed writing to you until 1 could tall you at the same time, tiie wind 
being feir, that I was immediately about to depart. The pi^jspect is 
become promising this evening, and I hope to set sail to-morrow. My 
lord, I want words to express ray thanks for your veiy kind letter ; but it 
shall be the ambition of my life to meiit yom' excellency's protection, and 
to exert all my abiUties, such as they are, with double ardor, to prove my 
grateful attachment and zeal for the gloiy and interest of the king, bis 
ministers, and this geneions minded nation. By the four late ships that 
are anived at L'Orient from Piiiladelphia, I learn that the Congress and 
all America were warmly my friends. This cannot but afford me real 
satisfaction as a citizen of America; and more espedally because I shall 
be the better able to accomplish the first part of my prefect, agreeable to 
yom' excellency's proposal, — by providing the frigates and men in question 
in America, which will I fondly hope enable me effectually to promote the 
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glory and success of liha common cause. With the most lively sentimenta 
of esteem and respect, I am, 

" My lord," &c. 

Commodore Jones proceeded from L'Orieiit to Groiiix, on 
the 4th of September, and was detained in that road, by strains 
and contrary -winds, until the Ttli of Octobei', 1780, when he 
pnt to sea in the Ariel the first time. She had the misfortune 
to he dismasted, which occasioned his retnrn. To the danga^s 
he escaped, he alludes in a letter to Dr. E, Bancroft, of the I'Tth 
of Octobei' : 



"i'OKfi 



, October lllh, 1780. 



" E. Bawcboft, Esq. 
*' Dear Sib, 
" I am, my dear Sir, returoed to Fiance withcut hmd= ind wl 1 is 
ivoi'se, without, liavmg been able to reader sei vice to oui cause 1 must 
refer you to Count de Vauban, the beater of this lettei foi a descnptioii 
of the late storm. ■ I shall only say, it far exceeded all my fonnei ideas of 
tempest, "We miiat console oureelves that no hves were lost, — an. event 
remarkably fortunate under such circumstances, Yoii have no doubt 
received news fi'om America, 1 have seen some of the papera, but find 
nofhuig very agreeable, escept the address of tlie assembly of Rhode 
Islmid to the Count de Kuchambeau and the answer. Mr. Wharton and 
myself would be glad to hear from you anything you find interesting. 
Lee tad reacted Ptiladelptia the night before one of Captaia Iliiira 
pa'iaengei's left it ; but we know nothing fai'thev, except tliat no guns were 
fired, no bells were rung, nor bonfires made in consequence of so great an 
event I Your affairs are dry and safe, though many of our things are 
damaged, 1 mean our clothing and books, &e. Part of the powder, ai'ms, 
irad bread, &c. are wet Count de Vauban behaved remarkably well, and 
ap(>eaTS to me to be a very wortiiy ebai'actflr. He is determined to use 
liis interest with the Duke do Orleans, that the Tet-pskore may be 
substituted for tte Ariel 

) I was formerly to Madam Ohaumont 
Ml my fair fiieud the Countess of N.— ■ 
Aix, and I am very anxious to bear 



am not less a friend now tba 
ler family. Pray have you st 
;, I understand, returned fron 
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A more pai-ticular account of this calamity is contained in 
the foUowiog document : 



"We, tlie ofEcers of the ship of war Ariel, in the service of the United 
States of America, do hereby declare, tliat having been detained in the 
road of GroMx by stomiy and contrary winds from the 4th ult^ so that it 
was impossible to proceed on om' royi^ to America before the "Ith 
current; we on that day weighed anchor at 2 in the afternoon, the wind 
being at N.N.W. and the weather having a very good appearance. We 
had under convoy two biiganlanes belonging to America, named the Dnlie 
of Leinslflr and Luke, partly laden with pubUc stores, and one lugger 

named the , belonging to France. In the night the wind fell very 

moderate, and the weather was very serene. At — o'clock in the morning 
of the Sth the wind sprung up a modei'ate breeze at S. by W. At 8 
o'clock the island of Groaix bore by compass N.E. by E. distance 5 leagues. 
It was then squally weather with showers of raJn, the wind at S. by W., 
and immediately afterward we lost sight of the land. The weather became 
veiy thick and the wind increased. By this time the storm had become 
so violent that the lee fore yard-arm was frequently under water. The loo 
gangway was laid entirely under the water, and the )ee side of the waist 
was fiUl, The water in the hold flowed into the cockpit, notwithstanding 
the utmost eflbrts of the chain pumps. In this distress at 11 we let di'op 
the beat hower anchor in 30 fathoms, but it would not bring the ship's 
head to the wind. The captain ordered the weather shronda of the 
foremast to be cut, and the ship then broiight up and rode head to the 
wind. The heel of the foi'smaat earned away from the bow the stream 
and kedge anchors. The agitation of the elements was so violent that the 
mainmast could not stand, but reeled about like a man drunk. Orders 
were therefore given to cut away the starboai'd shrouds so as to Jet it fall 
over the lai'board side to save, if possible, the mizenmast. Before this 
could be done tlie larboard shrouds and chain-plates gave way, and the 
mainmast fell over the starboard side, carrying with it the mizenmast and 
quarter galleiy. The mainmast had worked the heel out of the step. 
The ship leaked, though less than might have been expected, and the 
people were employed at the pumps and to clear away the wreck; on the 
fith, at noon, saw Uie sun, and observed the latitude 47 deg. and 47 min. 
The storm continued with very little intermission until the morning of the 
10th, and the agitation rendered it impossible to erect jury-masts ; we 
made the best preparation we could for that purix«e, and succeeded so as 
to be able to cut our cable at 1 o'clock in the moniing of the llUi. The 
wind had then come round lo W.N.W., and we steered out S.S.W. lill 4 
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o'clooi, and finding then 10 fathom water, we bore away E.S.K At 8 
o'clock, steered easterly ; at 10 o'clock saw the islaod of Giwiix bearing 
EJfj;., and at 6 in the evening anchored in the road of Groaix, In the 
morning of the 13th we got a pilot &om L'Orient, who, at 3 o'clock, 
bi-ought the Aiiel to an anchor in the harhoc of L'Orient, where '«,% now 
attest and aubseiibe all the circumstances of the within declaration as 
matters of iact. And we apprehend that pail, of the puhho stores on 
board are damaged. Done on board tbe Ariel in the harbor of L'Orient, 
this 13th of October, 1780." 

Signed by the offieera. 



He sailed again on tlie 18th of December, and arrived safely 
in the "United States. 

The following extract &om the journal, given by him to his 
majesty the King of France, will iEnstrate the dexterity with 
which on the following occasion he extricated himself from 
peril, and the more so at this particular time, as tbe Ariel- was 
deeply laden with military stores for tlie use of the army :— 



" After having met several vessels, I at last met the frigate Triumph of 
30 guns, belonging to the British Navy. 

" As that frigate sailed much iaster than the Ariel I could not avoid an 
engagement, but I so well manceuvred and so well concealed my prepara^ 
tions for an engagement that the enemy thought of nothing else than 
making an easy conquest and a good prize. 

" As the night approached the Triumph hailed the Ariel, and the enemy 
was much surprised to find he had to contend with a foiyie so nearly equal 
to his own. As tlie two frigates earned the English flag, there ensued a 
convei'sation between tbe commander of the Triumph and me, by which I 
learned the situafioii of the English affairs iu America. At last I pretended 
not to believe that the Triumph belonged to the British navy, and I 
insisted that the captain should come on board the Ariel to show me his 
commission. The capfeun excused himself by saying that his boats 
leaked, and that 1 had told him neither my name nor that of my frigate. 
I answered I had no account to g^ve to him, and that I allowed him only 
five minutes to determine. That time having expired, and the Ariel being 
situated abreast and to leewai'd, about 30 feet distant, I hoisted the 
American flag and began the engagement. Never was I in any preceding 
action so much pleased as in this of the Ariel, with the legulai and 
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vigorous fire of the tops and tlie deck gnus. This proceeded from fte 
arrangement and preparation which had preceded the action, hy placing 
the officers and pa^engers of the Ariel in different parts of the ship to 
prevent the men from deserting their posts, and to encoui'^;e them to do 
their duty ; which proves the advantage of having good officers, for there 
never was a more indifferent crew than that of the Ariel. 

" Aftei' a short; resistance the enemy stniclc his colore; the captain of 
the Tmmph ibe^ed for quarters, saying that he surrendered, and that 
half of his people were killed. I immediately ordered the firing to cease, 
and there were several huzzas on boai'd the Ariel, as is usual after a 
victoiy ; but a minute afterwai'd the captain of Uie Trimnph had the 
haseness to fill his sails and rnn away. It was not in my powei to prevent 
this, the Triumph sailing much faster than the Ariel But if the British 
govemment had that feeling of honor and justice which becomes a great 
nation, they would have delivered up to the United States that frigate as 
heloEging to them ; and would have punished in the most exemplary 
manner her captain, for having thus violated the laws of war, and the 
custom of civilized nations." 



Complaints by JMi'. Lee and Captain Landaia bad, no donljt, 
preceded him ; for he was immediately afterward called upon 
by the Board of Admiralty to answer forty-seven inteiTogatories, 
the answers to which would embrace the whole of his public 
transactions, from the period of bis departure from Portsmouth 
ia the Kanger, until his return to tlie United States in the Ariel. 
On the 20th of Febmary, 1781, Mr. John Brown enclosed the 
interrogatories to him in the subjoined terms : 

"AdmiraUv Office, February 20th, ]V81. 
"Captain Paul Jones is hereby reqmied to answer tlie following 
questions in writing, as soon, as possible ; and to produce the original 
orders. 

" By order of the Board. 

"JoHN^ Brown, Secretary^ 

"With this requisition Jones complied on the 21st of March, 
and as the copy of the answei-s is in liis own handwriting, being 
indeed, the original tltereof, they ai-e here intfoduced, as con- 
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taining a precise narrative of the incidents of his life during a 
very interesting period of it : — 



" Philadelphia. 
I, E^q., Secretary of Admiralty. 



"I have the honor to give the following answei's to the questions 
proposed to me by the Board of Admiralty, February 20th, and March 
1st, 1181 :— 

" Answer 1st. I sailed ftom PoilatBOuth m New Hampshire, the first 
day of November, 1777, by order of the Marine Committee, dated 
September 6th, 1777; having on board the drapStohes respecting the 
victory of Saratoga, and being bound for France, to take command of a 
lai^e ship then building for Ameiica at Amsterdam, agi'eeable to orders 
from the Secret Committee, dated May 9th, to the commissioners at 

" 2. I took two brigantiiies on the passage, laden with fruit, wine, &a, 
bound from Malaga for London. ■ I ordered the prize maatera to dehver 
thein to the Conlmental agents, Mr. Thomas Morris and Mr. Alderman 
Lee, in Finance, in conformity to the orders I Ijad formerly received from 
the Committee of Congress. One of these prizes airived at Bordeaux, the 
other at Nantra. Being at Nantes myself, I proposed to send the one 
amved there to America, finding she wouid fetch very little in France, but 
this Mr. Morris would not agree to. I beheve Mr. Dunlap had his 
authority eitlier from the agents or the commissionei's. He had no 
appointment fi'om me. He aecounted at last for the captors' part of tlie 
sale to Mr. Williaros, who paid them before the Eanger left FVance for 
America ; and I suppose he accounted for the Continental part to the 
oommisaioiieTB. The commissioners sent for me to Paris, to consiilt on 
future operations respecting tlio ship of war Lidien, built for America at 
Amsterdam, and proposed to be put under my command ; but after I had 
remained at Paris three weeks, the commi^oners informed me they had 
assigned over the propeity of, tliat sliip to the King of France, whose 
property she still seems to be. As nothing had been hitherto done for 
the relief of the unfortunate Americans confined in English dungeons, I 
determined if possible to effect their exchange, and to put an end to the 
cmel burnings of our enemies on this continent. The commissioners were 
not in my seei-et, as appears by the unrestraining papers I then received 
from them, dated, Paris, Januaiy 15th, 16th, 17th, and 18th, 1778. 

"I retm-ned to Nantes, and sent the commissioners the scheme that 
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pted for Count d'Estaing'a expedition. I also demanded 
and obtained a salute from tlie flag of France, both at Quiberoii and at 
Brest, before t!ie ti'eaty of alliance was announced. I sailed from Brest in 
the Ranger into the liish channel, made a descent at Whitehaven with 30 
men only, surprised and took two strong forts, with 30 pieces of cannon, 
and set fire to the shipping, where there lay 300 or upwards, in the diy 
pier, Tliat both the shipping and town, containing from forty to fifty 
thousand inhabitants, was not bnmt to ashes, was owing to the back- 
wardness of some pei'Sons under my command. I landed the day afterward 
in Scotland, in order to take some nobleman prisoner, as a Postage for the 
good treatment and exchange of our countrymen in England. The Eai'l 
of Selkirk liyed near the shore, and it was my intention to talte him ; but 
he being fi'om home, I was obEged to give way to the munnniis of my 
party, and suffer' them to bring away the family plate. I have since pur- 
chased it, and restored it to the £^ owner. We took tlie sloop of war 
Drake of 20 guna, and an hundred and seventy-five men, sent in pmsuit 
of the Ranger. I had but an hundred and twenty-three men and 18 gims 
in the Ranger. We took also live other prizes, sunk three of them, and 
arrived wi^ ik% Drake, the other two, and 200 prisoners, at Brest, May 
^th, 17'78, having been absent only 28 days. 

"3. I am unable to say with certjunty by wliom the then agents were 
appointed. Mr, Monis wae dead, and Mr. Sweighaiiser informed me by 
letter that Mr. Williams had nothing to do with public alfitirs, and that 
Mr. Alderman Lee, before he went to Giermany, had appointed him (Mr. 
Sweighauser) aa bis deputy agent, &c. His conduct was not satisfactory to 
me, because his inquiry was only respecting the prizes ; because he left me 
for a month, to cure my wounded, to feed my people, to guard my prison- 
ers, and to refit the Ranger on my own credit ; because my prizes were 
actudly attached afterward for provision that had been furnished to the 
Ranger, by Monsieur Bersole, before that ship sailed on the expedition 
from. Brest ; because be sold my prizes at last, without my proper authority, 
and without giving the pubhc proper notice of that sale ; and because I 
beheve he has not yet accoimted to the crew of the Ranger for their share 
in tteir prizes, that were, I understand, while in his hands, shamefully 
plundered, and at last given away rather than sold. The second yeai- after 
these transactions were ended, I authorized Mr. Williams to receive fi'om 
Mr. Sweighauser what he pleased to allow as my share in tliese prizes, 
and Mr. Williams gave me credit in his account, in part of the moneys I 
had been obliged to borrow from my private friends. I do not remember 
the amount of what Mr. Williams received. ; nor do I find the account 
among my papers, that have been several times broken open. 

" Perhaps Mi. Sweighauser had Alderman Lee's appointment confiimed 



Hosted by 



Google 



JOHN PAUL JONB 



217 



by tlie commissioners, for his deputy assumed the agency at L'Orient 
immediately on the revolt of the Alliance, and went to a considerable 
exfieBse, which he has since repented, as I miderstand, his bills having 
been refused by Mr. Franltiiu. 

" 4. The prisoners wei'e guarded on board one of my prizes by French 
soldiers, and none escaped from the month of May until the middle of 
September. This guai'd coat America nothing; I obtained it on my own 
credit, and the soldieiis were even fed at the Ifiug's expense. Many 
of them escaped afterward while tiey remained under the care of Mr. 
Sweighauser, and the remainder were at last exchanged for American 

" 5. I left the Eanger in the banning of June, 1778, on an invitation 
from the Court of France, communicated to me by His Excellency B. 
Franklin, Esq., (which was aftei-wai-d approved of by the eommissionera,) 
in order, as it then appeared, to command the ship built for America at 
Amsterdam, that had been assigned over to Uie Ifing by the commissioners. 
That ship to be, as I understood, presented to America, and supported under 
our flag by the King. 

" 6. I took command of the Bon homme Eiohavd the 4th of February, 
] 779, agreeable to a letter of that date, addrissed to me by His Escelleacy 
M. de Sarijne. 

" 7. The Bon homme Richard was the property of the King, and all the 
squadron I commanded was at the expense of the ci'own of France. This 
is clear from a letter I received from His Excellency B. Franklin, Esq., 
dated 12tli of August, 1780, i&c 

" 8. I have nevei' borne nor acted under sjiy other commission than 
that of the Congress of America. 

" 9. The squadron I commanded was at the first left entirely at my 
disoi'etion, aa well as the French troops that goveniment proposed to 
embai'k. I had a variety of objects in view, and should have endeavoi'ed 
to execute some of the projects I had laid before the niinister of the maidne. 
But when the Marquis de laFayette arrived in. France, the court agsun sent 
for me express to L'Orient. It was deteimined the Marquis should com- 
mand the troops ; — the Alliance was made part of the squadron, and I 
received orders for an expedition, from His Excellency Benjamin Franklin, 
Esquire. 

" 10. The AUianee was put under my orders by His Excellency B, 
Franklin, Esq. 

" 1 1. The squadron being at first committed to my discretion, I had, as 
I have already said, a variety of objects, but no person was in my seci'et. 
I hope it is not doubted it was my intention to distress the enemy, and 
promote to the utmost of my ability the mutual interests of France and 
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Amenca, and it is not improbable I might have appeared 
this coast, 

" 12. I have already said I had a variety of objects in view. This will 
best appear by a general review of my correspondence. My fiist object 
was the cause of humanity to effect the liberty and exchange of our unfor- 
tunate fellow-citiaens confined aa ' pirates, felons, and traitors,' in the 
dungeons of England, and to put a stop to the savage burnings and 
wanton cruelties of the enemy on this continent. My second and last 
object has been the honor of the American flag. The orders I received in 
Europe will best explain tlie objects of the Court of France, and of the 
American minister at that court. 

"13. The expense of the aimament was paid by the Coui't of France, 
(the men's wages who belonged to the Bon homme Eicbaj'd, and were car- 
ried away from L'Orient in irons on board the Alliance excepted,) these poor 
m.en wei'e not paid owing to the revolt on board that sliip, and the trifling 
idle excuses formerly made from time to tame by M. le Eay de Cliaumont, 
to whom government had entrusted the funds as a commissary for the 
expense of that amiament. The Alliance appears to have been provided 
witt stoi'es and provision at the expense of the court from the time of 
joining the squadron unli] her return to L'Oiientfi'ora Spain, the 10th 
day of Febniaiy, 1780, But I did not find that the Court meant to pay 
the men's wages of that ship, thoiigb I endeavored to obtain that payment. 
I am uncertain whether the expense of the AUiance, after her return to 
L'Orienti was on account of the Court or of the United States ; somelimea 
I believed the one, and sometimes the other. 

" 14. The Alliance was undoubtedly to share in prizes taken by the 
squadi'oa, in proportion to the nmnber of her men, and the number and 
calibre of her guns. 

"15. I knowof no ordinance made by the King resi>ecting the squadron 
His Majesty put under my command. But as the squadron was under 
the flag of America, the officers appeai'ed entitled to every adi'antage that 
any otlier oflicers may or can claim under the establishment of the maiine 
laws of America, and the rules of the continental navy. 

"16. I have g^ven a particular account of my e^edition from L'Orient 
round the west of Ireland, north of Scotland, and east of England, to tho 
Texel, in a letter to the Minister of these States at the Court of Versailles, 
and to the Minister of the Marine, dated on board the Serapis, off the 
Texel, the 3d of October, llld, copies whereof were sent to the Pi'csident 
of Con^-esa. I find on the return of iOfi prisoners at the Texel, Novem- 
ber 4th, 1779, 13 masters of merchantmen,, so that the squadx'on took 15 
smI, uicluding the Serapis and Countess of Scai'borough. I need not 
olserve how Joiuch might have been done, if due subordination had pre- 
vfflled in 
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"17. A ship and two brigajifines, taken by fie squadron off the 
entrance of the Channel and west of Ireland, were ordered for France, 
The briganfines anived at L'Orient, and were sold tliere. The ship was 
not heard of aftei-ward. Two rich letter-of-marqne ships were taken off 
the coast of Seoilacd,and Gapt. Landais toot upon himself, even ■under my 
nose, and without my knowledge, to ofder them to Bergen, in Norway, 
where they were given up to the English, A brigantine collier was sent, 
as I nndei'stand, to Dunkirk by Capt. !Landais, during his second separar 
tion from the squadron in the East Sea. The Counter of Scarborough 
arrived, and was publicly sold at Dunkirk. The Serapis ai'rived, and was 
publicly sold at L'Orient, The rest of the pi-izes taken were either sunk, 
burnt or desti'oyed, except one brigantine fi'om Holland for England that 
was retaken, and a small collier that I gave up to the master, on account 
of his attachment to America, and the iathful infoimation and important 
servicea he rendered me by his general knowledge of the east coast of 
Britain, particularly in the ¥Mv of Forth, in my projected enterprise 
against Ldth and Edinburg. I had given orders to ^nk the old vessel, 
when the tears of tliat tonest man pi'evailed over my intentjon, He 
became security for the good behavior and 'payment of the pilots of the 
Palhis and Vengeance. 

" 18. The officers and men of the Bon homme Eichai-d and Alliance 
appointed Messis. Gouriade and Mojlan their agents for prizes. I had 
nothing to do with that appointment I can give no certain account 
respecting the appointment of agents for the United States. But I hope 
my corr^pondence, which I wish to be examined respecting these prizes, 
will show I have done my utmost for the genei'al good. 

" 19. I never received any account of ^6 nett proceeds of the prizes 
taken by the squadron. 

" 20, The American officers and men did, I believe, receive from their 
agents, some part of their shares arising from the sale of the prizes taken 
ty the squadron under iny command; but what part they received I 
cannot say, it being tlieir own private transaction, 

"21, His Excellency Benjamin Fi'anklin, Esq, wrote me the 4th of 
December, 1780, 'he understood the prize-money was not then received 
from the King,' My correspondence will, I liope, show I have done my 
best to obtain payment. 

" 22. I have always considered, and now consider tlie prisoners taken 
by the squadron I commanded as the property of the United States ; 
and, I believe, Mr. Franklin had assurance from ^vernment to I'eceive an 
equal number of priaonei's in France to exchange for the Americans in 
England, before he sent me orders to deliver up the prisoner I had taken 
to the Duke de la Vauguyon, Ambassador of France in Holland. After 
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i to France, a cartel arrived at Moiiex with an hundved Ame- 
ricans fivjin England. I liad occasion fo lay before government a paper 
mentjoaing the Ainerican prisoners remaining in England, and nothing 
was either said or written to me by the king's ministers that conld 
bear an unfavorable eonsti'uetion. On the conti'ary, Count Maurepas 
wrote me a very kind letter, expressing his general approbation of that 
paper. 

" 33, I had command of the Serapis from the time the Bon homme 
Eichai'd Bwnk until she was remasted, reptured, and fit for sea at the 
Texel. 

" 24. "When ready for sea, I received a letter from his Excellency, 
Benjamin Franklin, Esq. refening me to the ambassador of France who 
sent for me to Amsterdam, and, after a dispute of thirteen hoiii«, I 
yielded to go from on board the Serapis to the command of the Alliance. 
This, as I afterward understood, was brought about through M. le 
Ray de Chaumont. This will best appear by my correspondence on 
that subject. 

"25. When Capt Landais received orders to appear at Paris, His 
Excellency Benjamin Fi'autlin, Esq. wrote me either to appoint a com- 
mander for the Alliance, or take it upon myself I had applied to him lo 
name a commander, and he said he had no fit person. I was in the same 
predicament. Lieut. Degge was the senior officer on board, and my ^ving 
him an order to act as commander, was mattor of necessity, not of choice ; 
for, as I then expected to bring the Serspis to America, after having landed 
the prisoners in France, and as the Allimiee was abominably dirty and out of 
order, I did not choose to go on boaid that ship as captain. 

" 26, I took command of the Alliance at last, by tlie authority and 
repeated order of His Excellency Benjamin Frankhn, Esq. I may add I 
had also all the authority that could be given me by the Amba^ador 
of France ; and I conceive my own authority, as commander-in-chief of 
the squadiTOi, might justify me, had I acted in consequence of it. 

" 21. The Alliance left the Texel the 27th of December, 1779. 

" 28. The Alliance arrived in Spain the 16th of January, 1780, and at 
Groaix without L'Orient, the 10th of February, 1780. 

" 29. At L'Orient the Alliance required very oonsidenble lepiirs 
She had not one good sail,— had left the Texel with only one anchor and 
had I not procured two new cables from Amsterdam after I left, the 
Serapis, I should have lost the Alliance at the Texel. I neier fonnl a 
fiigate in so bad a condition. Epidemical disorder raged among the 
crew. The cutwater was loosened by laying in the trough of the swell in 
a gale of wind, while separated fi^m the squadron in the Horth Sea, I 
was obUged to secure it with a hawser. The bowsprit was too long, ran 
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out too much in a horizontal line, and was loose. The ballast was, a 
conaiderahle pai't of it, laid hefore the magazine in the fore-peak, and ou 
the hraast hoolis ; the rest was ranged along the wings, cleeted up at a 
very conaiderahle distfince from the keel, and shove the dead-rising. The 
remainder of it was laid in the afterpeak, and on the transiima. The two 
foreguna had heen carried and tim out over the how ; tlie after guna run 
out at the stern ports. The fop-masta, yards, and ligging were large 
enough for a sixty gun ship, and the tops were so ill made, atid so narrow, 
as to give the masts no proper support. It is impossihle to imagine a 
worse aiTangement than that of the store-rooms. They were divided and 
suhdivided into little closets, nooks, and winding passages, and, instead of 
being adapted to contain the ship's stores, appeared only fit to lodge dirt, 
and increase the quantity of rats, ah'eady immense. The magazine was 
not only inconvenient, hut very insecure from fire, Ac, There was no fit 
orlop for the cables, and the sail-room could contain at most only one of the 
spare courses. The deck was burnt through under the hearth, and the bot- 
tom of the copper burnt out. Many obstructions of useless hatchways, Ac. 
were in the way of the recoil of the guns ; and the gangways were so ill 
contrived as ndther to afford a convenient parage from the quart«r-deck to 
the foi'ecastle, nor cover the men at the guns in the waist. The mizen- 
mast stood too dose to the mainmast. The ship was very crank — plunged 
very deep in a head sea, and cpuld neither sail nor work as a frigate. I 
began to put that ship in order immediately on my taking command ; and 
after my arrival at L'Orient the essential repairs were finished early in 
April, by the crew of the ship and four or five American carpenters, hired 
from the Luzera to assist ours. The materials of the old arrangement 
didnot fall much short of finishing the new. Judges have allowed that, 
when the business was finished, every thing about that frigate was perfect 
I know not what was the amount of the disbursements. The accounts 
were never shewn to me ; but I understand fi'om Mr. Ross, an expense of 
30 or 40,000 livres was contracted afterward, by Capt Landais and his 
advisers, which Mr. Franklin refused to pay. I took on board the 
Alliance 28 18-pounderB and 12 9-poundei's that I had myself contracted 
for at Angouleme for the Bon homme Richard; also 76 chests of arms, 
and 216 Wrels of powder from the king's magazine, and I had allotted 
a place for the bales of clothing, afterwards shipped in the brig Luke, 
which the Alhance could have carried without any inconvenience, and 
I should also have endeavored to take in part of the clothing that was 
made up. 

" 30. M. le Ray de Chaumont had promised from day to day, to remit 
the government monies to L'Orient, for the payment of wages, and also 
100,000 livres, in part of prize-money, to be divided among the Ameri- 
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cjins of the squadi'on, tliea on board the Alliance; hut at last, instead of 
complying with either, he prevailed 'on the Miniafer of the Marine to 
order the Serapis to he valued in the Fi'ench way, for account of the 
King, and without gimng tlie captora any aataafaction whatever, or 
obtaining then' leave or consent, the workmen in the port began to rip up 
the orlop dect, and all the interior work of that ship. Messre. Gfourlade 
and Moylan did jiot interfere to prevent this. Mr. Lee took much pmns 
to persuade the people they liad been sailing with me m a pi-ivateer, 
would bedetained in Europe during the war, and get nothing at last. I 
found it impossible to reason them into good humor, so as to go fo sea; 
they positivdy declared they would not weigh anchor till they were fully 
paid, and wrote to tliis ^ect to Mr. Franklin. I was then greatly 
disgusted with the treatment that, in appmraiiee, I had met with from M. 
de Saitiue, but which in reality did not prove to he his fault hut tlint of 
M. le Eay de Chaimiont. But as I saw no way of overcoming my 
difBcnItiea by remaining at L'Orient, I, with the advice of Mr. Samuel 
Wharton, and tiie majority of the Ameiieans then a^embled at L'Orient, 
waiting to proceed with me to America, went up to court to demand the 
free sale of our prizes, agreeable to the laws of the American navy. Mr. 
Fi'anklin went wifh me to the minister who, contrary to my expectation, 
gave me the most fiiendly welcome, and sent immediate orders to publish 
flie inveutorieg and advertise the sale of all the prizes. This, however, 
took up more time than had been imagined. I improved this moment 
and the favorable disposition of government to ask for and obtain the 
Ariel, to assist the Miance in transporting tlie clothing, &a. for our 
armies. I pmposed to mount the Ariel with only 16 guns, with 60 or 80 
men ; and as I had left near 400 men in the Alliance, I had a crew 
sufficient for both sMpa. Thus the Ariel would have canied a large quan- 
tity of public stores, and no additional expense would have been incurred 
on aecoimt of that ship. The men must have been fed, whether in the 
AlUance or the Ariel, and being in part removed to the latter ship, the 
former would have had so much the less water and provision to carry. 
Upon learning that the sale of the prizes was proti'acted beyond expecta- 
tion, I returned to L'Orient in tlie be^nning of June, and as the sale 
was published, I hoped to be able to remove the idea of tiieir having 
sailed in a 'privateer' and to he able to pi'evml with tlie people to leave 
the prize money to be settled by their agents in France, and to sail 
immediately ivith the two frigates and merchant ships that waited my 
convoy ; but, to my great mortification, my sclieme was entirely defeated 
by Mr. Lee, Capt. Landais, and his party. 

" 31. I know not exactly the date of Admiral de Temey's saihng from 
Brest for America, but think it was about the latter end of May. 
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" 83. I understood it was proposed to oiiaiter two skips from Messi's. 
Bondfleld and Haywood, for fie purpose of transpocting from France the 
clothing and stores for our armies, which was not concluded, because the 
terms were thought too extravagant. 

" 33. I know the Marquis de la Fayette took much pains to obtdin 
dothiug and stores from government, I never uudei'stood that the funds 
for such purchase were put into the hands of tlie minister plenipotentiary 
of these States. The ai'ms and powder came dii-ectly from the Ifing's 
manufactori^. I understood M. le Ray de Chaiimont was piincipally 
concerned io the purchase of tlie clothing, and that he employed Mr. 
Williams of Nantes, who drew his bills on M. la Bay da Chaumont, at 
auiidiy usances ; but I am unable to say who employed M, le Ray de 
Chaumont, or who is now charged to ship the- clothing and stores for 
America. Mr. Joseph WLaiton, who was at Passy, and intimate both 
witJi Mr. Franklin and M. le Ray de Chaumont, when tie purchase of 
clothing was made, and is now here, can, I believe, give a satisfactoiy 
answer respecting that transaction. 

" 34. Tlie reasons already assigned wiB show why Admiral de Terney's 
convoy was not embraced for the Alhance. 

" 35. Captain Landais ^possessed Hmself of the Alliance the 13th of 
Jnne. Mr. Lee and the rest of his conncil can best answer why he sailed 
contrai'y to my ordera, as well as the orders of Mr. Franklin. Tba passen- 
gera he had on board were, Mr. Lee and Jiis two nephews, Mr. M. Living- 
ston, Major Frazer, Mr. Brown, and three French officers now with the 
Marqrus de la Fayette ; I heard of no others. I cannot answer as to what 
private property might have been on board the Alliance, at the time she 
left France. 

" 33. The brig Lidte appeared to be in. very good condilJon when she 
left France — was, I uudei'stood, owned by Mr. James Moylan. I believe 
she had some private fi'eight on boai'd. 

" 37. I took command of the Ai'iel the beginning of June, when lent 
by the King, whose propeiiy she is, for a voyage from France to America, 
for the purpose I have already mentioned. 

" 38. I have already explained what was the object of my taking com- 
mand of the Ariel. If I had any personal view, it was to api>eai' here to 
answer for my past conduct. I have obeyed orders, and refer to my cor- 
respondence. 

" 39. I have already said I never commanded under auy other commis- 
sion than that of the Congi-ess of these United Btstes, 

" 40. I sent from France to the Board of Admiralty a declaration of my 
offieei's and men, showing that the Ariel sailed fram L'Orient to Gi'oaix 
the 4th of September, and was detained in that road by storms and con- 
trary winds till the ^tii of October, when 1 put t« sea tic first time. 
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"41. The Ariel had on board for the United States four hundred and 
thirty-seven barrels of powder, one hundred and forty-aix chests of arms, a 
quantity of medicine, a quantity of 13 and 8 pound shot, and a small 
quantity of sheet lead, 

" 42. It was well known at Nantes and L'Orient what time I was ready 
to sail The Luke, Duke of Leinstei, and a Fi^'urh luggi"!, all hound herp, 
sdled under my convoy. I had no official infoimation, nor indeed any 
private certainty, respecting uiptams or aj^ente hiiing chaigf of the 
public stores of any kind — therefore I could not write to such pei'sons 
officially. 

"43. I put to sea with the Ai'iel tie second time the 18th of December 
last. 

" 44. I had on board, when I last sailed, the articles I have mentioned 
in my last answer but two, except the arms, which being wet when the 
Ariel was dismasted, were left under the cai'e of Me^rs. Gonrlade and 
Moylan. 

"45. I never knew officially in Eui'ope who were the American agente. 
The brig Luke sailed the second time about the last of October, before the 
Ariel was again masted. The clothing lay in the warehouse of Messrs. 
Gourlade and Moylan, the military stores being in the hands of the King's 
officem at Port Louis. Both were well acqu^nted with my time of sail- 
ing : I waited ten or twelve days with a feir wind for the despatches. I 
do not believe eitter the King's officei's, or Messrs. Gourlade and Moylan, 
were authorized to ship any part of the public stor«i in their hands in any 
merchant ship tliat have, in the course of last year, been bound from 
France to America. 

" 46. No private merchandise came over in the Ariel to my knowledge. 
There was on board some 8 or 10 small trunks and boxes, which I con- 
ceive to have been presents to the gentlemen of Congress. Mr, Ross, an 
old servant to the public, had his books and accounts on board. The 
passengers had but little baggage. These trifling articles were put info 
my own store room : and I am above deriving any benefit or profit what- 
ever either ffom the passengera or the articles here mentioned. 

" 4Y. The officers and crew of the Ariel are at the expense of the United 
States, they are enlisted for thi-ee yeare, except some few who entered at 
L'Orient for one year after the ship put back there, as will best appear by 
the entry book. 

" Having thus endeavored to answer all the questions that have been 
put to me by the Board of Admiralty, I lay all my correspondence on the 
subject of this inquiiy before tliat Board. I submit with the utmost defer- 
ence my own conduct to the impai'tial inspection of the Board, and am, 
with great respect, sir, 

"Youi's, &c" 
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On the 14th of April ensuing, Congress, then in session, passed 
the following vote of thanks : 

"By the United States in Con&ress assemljled. 

" Saturday, April \Ath, 1781. 

"On the report of a committee, consisting of Mr. Vamum, Mr. Houston, 
and Mr, Matthews, to whom was referred a motion of Mr, Vamani : 

" The United States in Cougi'ess assembled, having taken into consider- 
ation the report of the Board of Admiralty of the 28th of March last, 
respecting the condact of John PanlJones, &q., captain in the navy, do 

Mesolve, That the thanks of the United States ia Congre^ assembled, 
be given to Captain John Paul Jones, for the zeal, prudence, and 
intrepidity with which he has supported the honor of the American flag ; 
for his bold and successful enterpiises to redeem from captivity the citizens 
of these States who had fallen under the power of the enemy ; and in 
general for the good conduct and eminent services by which he has added 
lustre to his character, and to the American arms : 

"That the thanks of the United States in Congress assembled, be also 
given to the officers and men who have faithfully served under him from 
time to time, for their steady affection to the cause of their country, and 
the braveiy and perseverance they have manifested therein." 

Tlie subjoined letters from the Oommander-in-Chief, General 
Lafayette, and the Hon. John Adams, express in very handsome 
terms, their opinion and conduct of the services of Comniodore' 
Jon^ : 

^^Head-Quarters, New Whidsor. May \Wt, 1781.. 
" The Chevalier Paul Jones, Captain in. the ) 
Navy of the United States. ) 

"Sir, 
" My partial acquaintance with either our naval or commercial aifeiiis, 
makes it altt^ther impossible for me to account for the unfortunate delay 
of those articles of militaiy stores and clothing which have been so long 
provided in France. 

" Had I any particular reasons to have saspected you of being accessory 
to that delay, which I assure you has not been the case, mj suspicion 
would have been removed by the very full and satisfactory answers which 

15 
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you have, to the best of my judgment, made to the questions proposed to 
you by the Board of Admiralty, and upon which that board have, in their 
report to Congress, testified the high seDse which they entertain of your 
merit and services. 

" Whether our naval affdra have in general been well or ill conducted, 
would be presumptuous in me to determine. Instances of bravery and 
good conduct in several of om' officers, have not, however, been wanting : 
delicacy forbids me to mention that particular one which has attracted 
the admiration of all the world, and which has infiueuced the most 
illuatrious monarch to confer a mark of his favor, which can only be 
obtained by a long and honorable service, or by the performance of some 
brilliant action. 

"Tliat you may long enjoy the reputation you have so justly acquired, 
is the sincere wish of, 

" Sir, your most obedient and very hiumble servant, 

" George Washington." 

"Alliance, of Boston, Dec. 22(i, llBl. 
" John PauI: Jones, Esq., Chevalier of the Royal Order of Military Merit, 
Commander of the ship of the line America, at Portsmouth in Kew 
Hampshire. 

" I have been honored with your polite fevor, my dear Paul Jones, but 
before it reached me I was already on board the Alliance, and every 
minute expecting (o put to sea. It would have afforded me great 
satisfacdon to pay my respects to the inhabitants of Portsmouth, and the 
State in which you are for the pi-esent. As to the pleasure to take you 
by the hand, my dear Paul Jones, you know my affectionate sentiments, 
and my very great regard for you, so that I need not add anything on 
that subject. 

" Accept of my best thanks for the kind expressions in your letter. 
His lordship's (Loi'd CornwallLs) downfeU is a great event; and the 
greater, as it was equally and amicably shared by the two allied nations. 
Your coming to the anny I had the honor to command, would have been 
considered as a very flattering compliment to one who loves you and 
knows your worth. I am impatient to hear that you are ready to sail ; 
and I am of opinion that we ought to unite under you every continental 
ship we can muster, with such a body of well appointed marines (trouper 
de mor) as might cut a good figure ashore, and then give you plenty of 
provisions and carU blanche. 

" I am soiiy I cannot see you : I also had many things to tell you. 
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Write me by good opportunities, but not often in dpheis, unless the 
matter is vefy important. On my arrival in France I will be able to let 
you know aboiit the one you gave me, but am almost certain I have got it 
" Your friends will be happy to hear from you : and I, my dear sir, 
need not tell you that your letteis will be gi'atefully acknowledged by, ijie. 
"L 



"Hague, August 12th, 1782. 
" JoHH Paul Jones, Esq., Commander of the America, at Portsmouth, 
Sew Hampshire. 
" Dear Sir, 

" I had yesterday the pleasure of receiving your favor of tie 10th of 
December last, and am much obliged to you for your care of the articles 
which Mr. Moylao, at my desire, sent to my femily. 

" The command of the America could not have been more judiciously 
bestowed, and it is with impatience that I wish hei' at sea, where she will 
do honor to her name. Nothing ^ves me so much surprise, or eo much 
regret, as the inattention of my countrymen to their navy ; it is a bulwark 
as essential aa it is to Great Britain. It is less costly than armies, and 
more easily removed from one end of the United States to the other. Our 
minister of finance used to be a great advocate for this kind of defence. I 
hope he has not altered his sentiments concerning it. 

" Every day shows that the Batavians have not wholly lost their andent 
character. They were always timid and slow in adopting their political 
systems, but always fimi and able in support of them, and always brave 
and active in war. They have hithei-to been restrained by their chiefe ; 
but, if the war continues, they will show that they are possessed of the 
spirit of liberty, and that they have lost none of their great qualities. 

" Rodney's victory has intoxicated Britain again to sudi a degree that I 
think there will be no peace for some lime. Indeed, if I could see a 
prospect of half a dozen line-of-battle ships under the American flag, 
commanded by Commodore Paul Jones, engaged with an equal British 
force, I apprehend the event would be so glorious for the United States, 
and lay so sure a foundation for their prosperity, that it would be a rich 
compensation for a continuance of the war, 

" However, it does not depend upon us to finish it. There is but one 
way to finish it, and that is — Burgoynizlng Carlton in New York. 
"I should be happy to hear from you, and remain, &c. 

"John Adams." 

After remaining a short time in the United States, Jones was 
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appointed on the 26th of June, 1781, unanimously by ballot, to 
the command of the America, one of the seventy-four gun 
ships ordered to be built by a resolution of Congress of the 
20th of Kovember, 1776. 
The following is the resolution adopted on the occasion : 

"Ik Congress, June 2Qth, l'?81. 
" Congress proceeded to the appointment of a eaptdn to command the 
ship America 74, and the ballots being taken, John Panl Jones, Esq. was 
unanimously elected." 

In superintending the consti'uction of this vessel, he was 
engaged sixteen months. But the king of France having, 
about this time, lost, a ship of that class from his navy, the 
United States made a present of the America to him to supply 
the place of the one that was lost. 

The annexed is the resolution passed by Congress on tlie 
occasion : — 

"In Congress, fipptember 3d, 1782. 

" Wtoroas the M^mtque a 74 gun ship belonging to tlie fleet of His 
Most Christian Majesty, comminded by thp Marquis de Vaitdfeuil, has 
been lately lost by ■wcident m the harbor of Boston, and Congress ate 
desirous of testifying ou this occasion to his Majesty the sense they enier- 
tajn of his generons exertions in behalf of the United States : 

"Resolved, That the agent of mai'ine he, and he is hereby instructed 
to present the America, a 74 gun ship, in the name of the United States, 
to the Chevalier de la Luzerne for the service of His Most Christian 



The following letter from the Hon. Robert Morris was wi'itten 
to Jones with the intention no doubt of soothing his feelings 
under this severe disappointment : — 
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"Marine Office, Sept. 4th, IT82. 
" Ciovaliev Paul Jones, 
"Dear Sik, 

The enclosed resolution* will show you the destination of the ship 
America. Nothing could be more pleasing to me than this disposition, 
excepting so £ar as you are affected hy it. I know you so well as to be 
convinced that it must g^ve you gi'eat pain, and I sincerely sympathize 
with you ; but, although you will undergo much concern at being 
deprived of this opportunity to reap laurels on your favorila field, yet your 
regard for France will in some measure alleviate it, and to this your good 
sense will naturally add the delays which must have happened in fitting 
this ship for sea. I must entreat of you to continue your inspection until 
she is launched, and to urge forward the business. When that is done 
if you will come hither, I will explain to you the reasons which led to 
this measm'e and my views for employing you in the service of your 
country. You will, on your route, have an opportunity of conferring 
with the General, on the place you mentioned ia me ia one of your 
letters. 

" I pray yon to believe me your affectionate friend, &c. 



Jones waa then left without employment ; and, ever impa- 
tient, when not occupied, he addi'essed in 1782 a long memorial 
to the United States' Minister of Marine, in which he set forth 
his claims to promotion, and submitted some pi-ojects and eng- 
gestions, which, had they been adopted, would have had the 
effect to bring him once more into service. As several pas- 
sages in that memorial may prove interesting to our naval 
officers, a few of them are inserted fi-om the rough draft in the 
hands of the author. Some of the extracts here published, 
appear to have been crossed and cancelled by Jones himself, 
so that they were probably not conunimicated to the Board of 
Admiralty. 



» Resolution of Congress of September 3d, 1733, directing the presentation to Hie 
Majesty the iQng of Ftnnoe, of the America, lo replace the Magnifique which had 
been lateiy lost by accident in the harbor of Boston. 
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" Philadelphia, September ild, 1782. 

"Tlie United States Minister of Marine. 
"Sib, 

" The beginning of one navy, as navies now rank, was so siugularly 
small, that I am of opinion it has no precedent in history. "Was it a proof 
of madness in the first corps of sea officers, at so critical a period, to have 
launched out on the ocean with only two armed merchant ships, two armed 
brigantines, and one armed sloop, to make war against such a power as 
Great Britain ? 

"To be diffident is not always a proof of ignorance, hut sometimes the 
contrary. I was offered a captain's commission at the first to command 
the Providence, but decHned it. Let it, however, be remembered, tJiat 
there were three grades of sea heutenants estabhshed by the act of Con- 
gress of the 22d of December, 1775, and as I had the honor to be placed 
at the head of the first of those grades, it is not quite fair to confound me 
with the last. I had sailed before this Revolution in armed ships and 
frigates, yet when I came to try my skill, I am not ashamed to own I did 
not find myseK perfect in the duties of a first lieutenant. If midnight 
study, and the instruction of the greatest and most learned sea officers, 
can have given me advantages, I am not without them. I confess, how- 
ever, I have yet to learn. It is the work of many yeare' study and expe- 
rience, to acquire the high degi'ee of science necessary for a great sea 
officer. Cruising after merchant ships, the service in which our frigates 
have generally been employed, affords, I may say, no part of the knowledge 
necesaary for conducting fleets and their operations. There is now, per- 
hap, as much difference between a battle between two ships and an 
eng^ement between two fleets, as there is between a duel and a ranged 
battle between two armies. 

" The English, who boast so much of their navy, never fought a ranged 
battie on the ocean, before the war that is now ended. The battle oft' 
Ushant was, on their part, like their former' ones, in'egular; and Admiral 
Keppel could only justify himself by the example of Hawke in out remem- 
brance, and of Kussel in the last eentmy. From that moment the English 
■were forced to study and to imitate the French in their evolutions. They 
never gained any advants^ when they had to do with equal force, and 
the uhfortuiiate defeat of Count de Grasse was owing more to the unfavor- 
able circumstance of the wind coming ahead four points at the beginning 
of the battle, which put his fleet into the order of eehiquier when it was too 
late to tack, and of calms and cun'ents afl^rwai'd, which brought on an 
entire disorder, than to the admiralship or even the vast suijeriority of 
Eodney, who tad forty sail of the line against thirty, and five three deck- 
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ers against one. By the account of some of the French o 
might as well have been asleep, not having made a s 
the battle, so that every captain did as he pleased. 

" The English are very deficient in signals aa well as in naval tactic. 
This I know, having in my possession their present fighting and saihng 
insti'uctiona, which compi'ehend all then" signals and evolutions. Lord 
Howe has, indeed, made some improvements by borrowing from the 
French. But Kempenfelt, who seems to have been a more promising 
officer, had made still greater improvement, by the same means. It was 
said of Kempenfelt, when he was drowned in the Royal George, England 
had lost her du Pavillion. That great man, the Chevalier du Pavillion, 
commanded the Tidumphant, and was killed in the last battle of Connt de 
Grasse. Finance lost in him one of her greatest naval tacticians, and a man 
who had besides the honor, in 1T73, to invent the new system of naval 
signals, by which 1600 ordei's, questions, answers, and informations, can, 
vrithout confusion or miscotwtmction, and with the greatest celerity, be 
communicated through a great fleet. It was his fixed opinion that a 
smaller number of signals would be insufiicient. 

" A captain of the line must at this day be a tactician. A captain of a 
ci'uising frigate may make shift without having ever heard of naval tectics. 
Until I arrived in France, and became acquainted with tliat great tactician 
Count D'Orvilliers, and his judiraous assistant the Chevalier du Pavillion, 
who each of them honored me with instructions respecting the si 
governing the operations, &&, of a fleet, I confer I vi 
ignorant I had been before that time of naval tactics. I have already said 
there were tiiree grades of sea lieutenants established by the act of Con- 
gress, of the 22d of December, 1775. If I may be allowed at this day to 
judge, it would be sound ivisdom to re-adopt the same number of subaltern 
grades, exclusive of midshipmen, under the same, or some other denomina- 
tion. From tlie observations I have made, and what I have read, it is my 
opinion, that in a navy there ought to be at least as many grades below a 
captain of the line, as there are below a colonel of a regiment. Even the 
navy of FranM is deficient in subaltern grades, and has paid dearly for 
that eiTOi in ite constitution, joined to another of equal magnitude, which 
autJiorizes ensigns of the navy to take charge of a watdi on boai'd ships 
of the line. One instance may be sufficient to show this. The Zele, in 
tJie night between the 11th and 12th of April, 1782, ran on board the 
Ville de Paris, which acddent was the priucipal cause of the unfortunate 
battie that ensued next day between Count de Grasse and Admiral Rodney. 
That accident in all probability would not have happened, had the deck of 
the Z616 been at the time commanded by a steady experienced lieutenant 
of the line, instead of a young ensign. The charge of the deck of a ship 
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of tie line should, in my judgmeDt, never be entrasted to an officer under 
twenty-five years of age. At that time of life he may be supposed to have 
served nine or ten yeaiB, a terra not more than aufBdent to have furnished 
him with the necessary knowledge for so gi'eat a charge. It is easy to 
concave that the mind of officers must become uneasy, when they are 
continued too long in any^ one gi'ade, which must happen (if regard be 
paid to the good of the service) where there are no more subaltern grades 
thaa midshipman and lieutenant. Would it not be wiser to rme young 
men by smaller steps and to increase the number ! I have many things 
to offer le^pecti ig the formation of our navy, but shall here limit myself 
to one wh ch I thmk a preliminary to the formation and establishment of 
a naval c istitutim suitable to the local situation, resources, and prejudices 
of the Continent 

"The constitubomloptedfor the nary in the year 1VT5, and by which 
it has been governed ever since, and crumbled away I may say to nothing', 
is so yeiy defective, that I am of opinion it would be difficult to spoil it. 
Much wisdom, aid more knowledge than we peases is, in my humtle 
opinion, necessary to the formation of such a naval constitution as is abso- 
lutely wanting. If, when our finances enable us to go on, we should set 
out wrong, sa we did in tlie year Ill5, but mucli more so after the 
an'angement, or rather derangement of I'ank in 1776, much money may 
be thrown away to little or no purpose. We are a young people, and 
need not be ashamed to ask advice from nations older and more experi- 
enced in marine affeira than oui'selva. This I conceive might be done in 
a manner that would be received as a compliment by several or perhaps 
all the marine powers of Europe, and at the same time would enable us to 
collect such telps as would be of vast use when we come to form a consti- 
tution for the creation and government of our mai'ine, the establishment 
and police of our dock-yards, academies, hospitals, &c., and the general 
police of our seamen throughout the Continent. These considerations 
induced me, on my return from the fieet of His Excellency the Marquis 
de Vaudreuil, to propose to you to lay my ideaa on the subject before 
Congress, and to propose sending a proper pei'son to Europe in a hand 
Bome frigate, to display our fiag in the ports of the different marine powers, 
to offer them the free use of our poits, and propose to them commercial 
advantages, &a. And then to ask permission to visit their marine ai'senals, 
to be infoimed how they are furnished both with men, provision, materials, 
and war-like stores, by what police and officers they are governed, how and 
from what resources the officers and men are paid, &c. — The line of con- 
duct drawn between the officers of the fleet and the officem of the ports, 
&c — Also the armament and equipment of the different ships of war, with 
their dimensions, the number and qualities of their officers and men, by 
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■what police thej are gvivemed in port and at sea, how and from what 
resources they are fed, dothed, and paid, &c. ; and the general police of 
their seamen, acaderaies, hospitals, &c. If you still object to my projects 
on account of the expense of sending a fiigate to Europe, and keeping lier 
there tili the business can be effected, I tliiuk it may be done, fliough per- 
haps not with the same dignity, without a frigate. My plan for forming 
a proper corps of sea ofEceis, is by teacliing them the naval tactics in a 
fleet of evolution. To lessen the expense aa much as possible, I would 
compcBe that fleet of frigates instead of shi^is of tlie line ; on boai'd of each 
I would have a little academy, where the ofScei's should be taught the 
principles of mathematics and mechanica, when off duty. When in port, 
the young of&cers should be obliged to attend at the academies established 
at each dock-yard, where they should be taught the principles of every art 
and science that is necessaiy to form the character of a great sea officer. 
And every commission officer of the navy should have free access,' and be 
entitled to receive instruction gratis at those academies. All this would 
be attended with no very great expense, and the public advantage result- 
ing from it would be immense. I am senable it cannot be immediately 
adopted, and that we must first look about for ways and means; but the 
sooner it is adopted the better. We cannot, like the ancients, build a fleet in 
a montb, and we ought to take example from what lias lately befallenHoUamd. 
" In time of peace it is necessary to prepare, and be always prepared 
for war by sea. I have had the honor to be presented with copies of the 
signals, tactics, and police that have been adopted under the different 
Admirals of France and Spain during the war, and have in my last cam- 
paign seen them put in practice. While I was at Brest, as well as while 
I was inspecting the building of the America, as I had fumished myself 
with good anth.oi'S, I applied much of my leisure time to the study of 
naval architecture and other matters that relate to flie establishment and 
police of dockyards, &c. I however feel myself bound to say again, I 
have yet much need to be instructed." 

Disappointed in the command of the America, and unwilling 
to remain an idle spectator of the passing scene, Commodore 
Jones exerted himself to obtain pennission from Congress to 
join the French fleet then in the United States, under the 
command of the Marq^nis de Vaudreuil on an expedition against 
the Island of Jainaica, In tliis application he was ancce^ful, 
being aided by his ii-iend the Hon, R. Morris, who procured for 
him the gratification of his wishes : — 
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"Marine Office, Ocloher mh, 1l82. 
" Chevalier Paul Jones, Portsmouth. 

" SiK, 

"I have received your letter of tiie 22d of last month. The senti- 
ments contained in it will always reflect the highest honor upon your 
character. They have made so strong an impression upon my mind 
that I immediately ti'ansmitted an extract of your letter to Congress. I 
doubt not but they wiU view it in the same manner which I have done, 
"lara, Ac. 

"liOBEKT MORBIS," 



"Marine Office, Philadelphia, Nov. 29th, I'JSS. 
" The Phesidest of Congress, 
" Sm, 
" I do myself the honor to enclose your Excellency the copy of a letter 
I received this moniing fram the Chevalier Paul Jones. 'Jflie present 
state of our affairs does not permit me to employ that valuable officer, 
and I confess that it is with no small degi'ee of concern that I consider 
the little probability of rendering his talents useful to that country, 
which he has ali'eady ao faitlifully served, and with so great disinter- 

" His present desire to be sent ivith the Marquis de Vaudreuil to join 
Count d'Estaing on his projected expedition from Cadb against Jamaica, 
Ac, consists with all his Ibnner conduct ; and it will, I dare say, be a very 
pleasing reflection to Congress that lie is about to pursue a knowledge of 
his profession, so as to become still more useful if ever he should be again 
called to the command of a squadi'on or fleet. I should do injustice to 
my own feelings, as well as to my country, if I did not moat wamily 
recommend this gentlemaa to the notice of Congress whose favor he has 
certainly merited by the most signal services and saciifices. 

" 1 have the honor to be, &c. 

" K. MonRis." 

"By the Uhitbd States ia Ooncrbss assembled, Dficember 4th, 1782. 

" On the report of a committee to whom was referred a letter of the 
29th November, from the agent of marine, enclosing a copy of a letter of 
the same date to him from Capt J. P. Jones, 

"Sesolved, That the agent of marine be informed that Congi'css 



Hosted by 



Google 



OF JOHN PAUL JONE 



235 



having a high sense of tie merit and aervicea of Capt J, P. Jones, and 
being disposed to favor the zeal manifested by him to acquire improve- 
ment in the Una of his profusion, do grant the permission which he 
reqttffila ; and tliat the said agent be instructed to recommend him 
accordingly to the countenance of His Excellency the Mai'quis de Vau- 
dreuil. 

" Extract from tlie minutes. 

" George Bdkd, Dep. Secretn/ry''' 



Extract from, the Journal of Commodore John Paul Jones, prepared 
hy Mm for His Majesty, Louis XVI. 

" "When I foresaw that the plan concerted between M. La Luzerne and 
Mr. Morris, according to all appearances, would not succeed, I addressed 
Congress without loss of time. On the 4thof December, 1'782, 1 obtained 
an act of that body, permitting me to embark on board the fleet of your 
Majesty at Boston, under the command of the Marqius de Vaadreuil, for 
the purpose of joining the Coimt D'Estalng in his expedition against 
Jamaica. 

" The appearances were very favorable, since of all those who were 
appointed to serve in this expedition, no one knew the island of Jamaica 
BO well as myself ; and as the Marquis D'Estaing had commanded a 
fleet of more than seventy sail of the Sine and a large body of troops, I 
bad the flattering hope of finding myself in the first military school in the 
world, in which I should be able to render myself useful, and to acquire 
knowledge very important for conducting great military operations. 

" M. de Vaudreuil received me with distinction on board his own vessel, 
the Triumphant, and lodged me in his chambei' of council with M. le 
Baron de Viomenil, who commanded the tiixips. By oi-der of the 
Marquis de Vaudieuil a squadron, consisting of ten sails of the line, two 
frigates, and a cutter, left Boston the 24th of December. The intention 
of the Marquis was to join off Portsmouth, two other shijs of the line, 
the Augustus and the Pluto which were then in that port, and under the 
command of his brother (for the America was not then ready to put to 
sea); but a storm and contrary winds prevented this junction, and placed 
the squadi'on in a dangerous situation, fl'om the proximity of ice and the 
Bay of Fundy. The Admiral tlten made an attempt to join the Fan- 
tasque, with the troops which he brought from Rhode Island, with the 
same results. The sqiiadj'on hariug lost sight of many vessels laden with 
troop, and twenty merchant vessels from Boston, directed its course 
towards the island of Porto Eico. 
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""When they came within sight of this island, the Marquis de Vau- 
dreuil leaiTit that Admiral Hood was wuising off Oape Francois, with 16 
sail of the line, and that Admiral Pigot, with a larger foi'ce, was at St 
Lucie, so that tie enemy would necessaiily consider the eqnadron of the 
Marquis de Vaudreuil an easy prey which could not escape from Hood or 
from Pigot. 

"M le Marquis de Vaudreuil remained off St. John's, Porto Rico, for 
ten days, and made alt kinds of naval evolutions, and then he took sixteen 
sail of merchantmen, arrived from France, and convoyed them to the west 
end of that island. 

" Some hght vessels of ohservation, which Admiral Hood had sent on a 
cruise, pereeived the squadron in the Mona Passage, and went immedi- 
ately to inform him that the Marquis de Vaudreuil had sailed by the 
south aide of St. Domingo, in order to go to some port on tlie west of 
that island, or on the east of Cuba for his expedition against Jamaica. 
They were mistaken ; the squadron directed its course to the south, more 
to windward, and passed in sight of the island of Cura^oa, near the 
coast of South America. 

" The rendezvoas which had been fixed between Don Solano and the 
Mai'quis de Vaudreuil at Cape Francois, after the defeat of Count de 
Grasse, was kept in tlie greatest seci'ecy, and no person had the least 
suspicion that it was Porto Cabelio about 20 leagues to the windward of 
Cura9oa. The squadron beat against the wind for three weeks along the 
coast, against a cuirent which drove the merchant vessels out of sight to 
the leeward ; and as he had neither pilots nor good charta of this coast on 
board the squadi'on, the Bui^oyne, of 74 guns, ran ujwu a rock m the 
night, about two leagues from the coast, and was entjrely lost with 200 
men including of&cers, among the nnmber was the first lieutenant. The 
Tiiumphant arrived at Porto Oabello the I8th of February, 1783; 
the Augustus and Pluto had arrived some days before, and the other 
vessels of tJie fleet betook themselves, one after anothei', to places of 
safety. 

" Don Solano was to have joined the Marquis de Vaudreuil at Porto 
Cabello in December. He did not keep his word, and no news was 
received of his squadron at Porto Cabello. The anxiety which this disap- 
pointment occasioned, while at the same lime no news was received from 
Europe, so affected the spirits of many of the officers that they fell sick, 
and I myself was dangerously ill.' 

" Finally, the news of a general peace was brought from France by a 
fiigate. The most biilhant success and the most instructive experience in 
the art of war could not have given me a pleasure compai'able to that 
which I received when I learned that Great Britain, after so long a contest. 
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■eignty of tlio 



liad been forced to acknowledge the independence 
United States of America. 

"On the 8th of April, 1'783, the day after the cessation of hostilities, 
the squadron left Poi-to Oabello, and after a passage of eight days, arrived 
in safety at Capt. Fraacois, 

" The Spanish fleet had left Havana for Porto Cabello, and, on learning 
the news of tte peace at Porto Cabello, directed its course for Cape 
Francois, and arrived there some days before the Mai'qiiis de Vaudreuil. 

"I- delayed but little time at Cape Francois, where I received the 
particiilai' attentions of M, Belle Combe, the governor. I embarked then 
for Philadelphia, peneti'ated with gratitude for aU the attentions which 
had been shown me by the Marquis de Vaudreuil, Bai'on Viomenil, and 
the other officers, during the five months I spent on board the fleet of 
your majesty. 

"My health was not eonfiimed during the rest of the summer. I 
recovered it in the autumn ftom tlie use of Uie cold batli. 

" I addressed myself then to Congress for authority to return to Europe, 
and there to arrange with the court of Fi'ance the payment of the prize- 
money due to the officers and men who had served on boai'd tlie 
squadron which I had commanded in Europe, And the Congress gave 
me the authority, by a resolution passed at Princeton, the 1st of September, 
1783. 



Copy of a letter from His Excellency tLe Marquis de Vaudbbuil, Lieut. 
General of the Navy of Fi'ance, Commander of the Eoyal and 
Military order of St. Louis, commanding the squadron of His Most 
Christian Majesty in the "West Indies, to His Excellency the OlievaEor 
DE LA LuzBBNB, Minister Plenipotentiary of France in America. 

" Oape Francois, April 20th, 1783. 
" Sir, 

"The peace which has been so much desired, and which is going to 
make the happiness of America, since it puts the seal to her libeity, 
terminates our projects. We shall sail for France in a week with the 
troops under the command of tie Baron de Viomenil, The other 
regimenia will smI as soon as there will be vessels ready to transport them. 

" Mr. Paul Jones, who had embarked with me, is about returning to 
his dear country. I was very glad to have him. His well deserved 
reputation had made him very acceptable to me, not doubling but that 
we would have had some opportuniti^ in which his talents might have 
shone forth ; but peace, of which I cannot but bo glad, puts ai 
in tlie way; — so wo must part, Permit me, sir, to request ol 
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favor of I'ecominendmg him to his superioiB. The intimate acquaintance 
which I made with him since he has been on board the Triumphant, 
makes me talce a Uvely interest in what concerns him, and I shall be 
veiy much obhged to you if you will find the means of being serviceable 
to him. 

" Peace will not restore you to your cowntiy. On account of the gi'eat 
services which you irecder to Finance, it will be necessary for jou to remain 
in America a long time ; but you have the consolation to be amongst a 
people who love and respect you : thus it is for you a second home, which 
you have acquii'ed by your virtues and talents. 
" I am, &o. 

" Le Marquis db Vaudhkuil." 

Deeirous of procuring a final adjustment of the claim for 
prize-money due in Europe to himself and others, the Chevalier 
Jones applied to Congress to be appointed agent for the settle- 
ment of that bxiaineas. The Congi'ess consented, and, on the 
first of November, 1783, passed the following resolution :■ — ■ 

"In Congress, JVtwwwiw 1st, 1783. 

"On the report of Mx. S. Huntington, Mr. A. Lee, and Mr. Duane, to 
whom wei-e refen'ed a letter from Capt. John Paul Jones to the agent of 
marines, of the 1 3th of October, and a letter from him to Congress, of the 
18th of the same month, 

" Resolved, That Capt. John Paul Jones be, and he hereby is, recom- 
mended to the Minister Plenipotentiary of the United States at the court 
of VersMlles, as agent, to solicit, under the direction of the said minister, 
for payment and satisfeclion to the officers and ci'ews for all prizes taken 
in EuTOpe under his command, and to which they are anywise entitled. 
And the said Capt John Paul Jones shall receive the commissions usually 
allowed in such cases out of the money which he shall recover, as agent 
for the said prizes, m full compensation for his services and expenses : 
Provided alwaya, that the said Capt. John Paul Jones, previous to his 
entering upon the execution of the said Itust, shall give to the Superin- 
tendent of Finance, for the benefit of all concerned, sufficient bonds, with 
good security, for the faithful discharge thereof, and for the just payment 
of the same to the smd Superintendent of Finance, to he by him distributed 
to those persons who may be entitled tliereto : 

" Resolved, That the agent of marine provide Capt. Jones with a passage 
to EVance in the ship Washington." 
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Repairing to Paris, he there found a competitor in M. le Kay 
de Chaiimont, who claimed to have been the one who planned 
the expedition for intercepting the Baltic fleet, to have had the 
dii'ectiou of it under the orders of the king's ministei-e, and 
insisted that, as the cost of the enterprise had been defrayed by 
the treasury of France, the distribution of the prize-money 
ought to be made in pursuance of the provisions of the 
ordinances of the kingdom, which would have caused a 
deduction of four denieiB per livre, for the benefit of the 
Hospital of Invalids, at Paris. To these pretensions, Jones 
replied with considerable aci'imony. He contended that the 
force he commanded was under the commission, laws, and flag 
of the United States ; tliat the officers and men were engaged, 
as under his command, in the American navy ; that he received 
his orders, as an American officer, from the Minister of 
Congress ; and that, consequently, the captors were entitled to 
be treated according to the laws of the navy of the United 
States. He remarked, moreover, to the Marshal de Castries, 
the Minister of Marine, that whatever understanding there 
might have been between the two governments, respecting the 
expense of the armament, it made not the least difference to 
the captors. The following correspondence will evince the 
indefatigable industi'y of the commodore, the zeal with which 
he prosecuted the interests of the brave men who served mider 
bis command, in 1779, in endeavoring to influence the Fi'ench 
court in favor of their rights, and the success which attended 
bis efforts. It will show that in a just cause he was as inti'epid 
in his contests in the cabinet as on the ocean, and that his 
knowledge of the human character was in each situation alike 
useful to him, 

" To the Ilonorahle Captain Jons Paul Jones, Commander in the service 

of the United States of America. 

" In pursuance of a resolution of Congi'ess of the &st of November, 
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ITSS, a copy wheveof is lierennto annexed, I do heiphj authonyo ind 
direct you to solicit, as agent, for payment and satJsiaction to the officers 
and erewa, citizens or subjects of the said United States, f ji ^I piizes tai>en 
In Europe under your command, and to which they are in anywi&e entitled, 
and in whose hands soever the prize-money maj' be detained 
" Given at Passy, this ITfli day of December, 1783. 

" B. Franelin, Mmister Plenipotentiary from 
the United States of America at the 
Court of France," 



" Paris, Fehruo,ry 1st, 1784. 
"His Excellency the Marecbal Castries, 1 
Minister of Maj'iue. f 

" Mr LoKD Makechal, 

" As I wish to give your excellency as littie trouble as may be respecting 
the money arising from the prizes taken by the squadron I had the honor 
to command in Europe, I have waited since the day you did me the honor 
to present me to his majesty until this moment, in order to give you 
sufficient time for any arrangement tiat you might find esaenfjal, before 
the division should take place between the ships and vessels that composed 
the force under my command when the prizes were taken, I now do 
myself the honor to transmit you the enclosed official letter on that 
subject, from Mr. Frantlin, Minister Plenipotentiaiy of the United States, 
containing a copy of my credentials, as agent, from Congress, of which I 
had occasion to render an account on my arrival. I also enclose a state- 
ment of the force, in guns and men, of each ship and vessel that composed 
the squadron I commanded, which is the only paper e.s3ential to the first 
division of the prize-money. It is the custom, in cases like the present, 
to multiply the number of the crew by the sum of the calibre of the 
cannon mounted on board each ship. The product gives the intrinac 
force, in proportion to which the share of the prize-money arising to each 
ship is determined. On that ground it is my duty to claim the proportion 
arising to the Boa homme Richard and the Alliance ; their proportions 
will afterward be divided by the American Superintendent of Finance, 
agreeably to the rules of the American navy, between the oflicera and 
crews of these two ships. 

" The subdivision of the shares of the other ships and vessels, in propoi'- 
tion to their force ia men and metal, of the prizes in which they are 
concerned, will remain with your Excellency to determine as may be moat 
' ' i to the respective officers and men. As those ships and vessels 
jntirely His Majesty's property, and their officers and men composed 
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of French subjects, I do not presume to interfere in tteir respect, any far- 
ther thfui to pray your Excellency, in the most earnest manner, to render 
tbem and all concerned that immediate justice to which all Europe knows 
their distinguished services so highly entitle them. As nearly foui' years 
and a half have already elapsed since those captures were made, I rely on 
the kind promise you gave me that the prize-money shall now be imme- 
diately settled. 

" I am, with profound respect, my Lord Marshal, 

"Your most obedient and most humble servant," 



^'J'aris, February/ 16tk, 1784. 
"His Excellency the Marfechal de Castries, &c. 
"My Loko Marechal, 

" I have examined, as you desired, the account tliat was laid before your 
Excellency by M. Chandon, on the papers that have by your oiders been 
put into his hands by M, le Ray de Chaumont, relative to the piizes that 
were made by the squadron I had the honor to command in Europe, 
under tlie flag and commission of the United States, and under the orders 
of Mr. Franklin, the American Minister Plenipotentiary at the Coui't of 
France. 

" Permit me, my Lord, before I make any observations on the account, 
as it there stands, to lend back your attention to some drcumstances which 
I presume induced the government of France to ask, fii^t of Mr. Franklin, 
and afterward of the other American Commissionei'S, that I might be 
permitted to remain in Europe to command such expeditions, with a 
foi'ce at the expense of Fi'anoe, but under the flag and commission of 
America. 

" My conduct from the beginning of the war till the capture of Genei'at 
Burgoyne had so much commended me to the favor of Congress, that I 
was sent to Europe with the news of that glorious event, and with orders^ 
to the American Minister in Prance to put under my command, in addition 
to the ship I then had, a very large frigate, mounting a batteiy of 36 
pounders, then at Amsterdam, called the Jndien. Soon aiter I came to 
France, the treaty of alliance was concluded, and the property of the 
Indien was with my consent assigned over to the King, on account of 
difficulties that arose in Holland about getting that ship to sail. On tlia 
10th of February, 1Y78, being at Nantes, and having there received some 
very particular and late advice from America, respecting the pretended 
force of the Brilash ships and vessels of %var under Lord Howe, I wrote to- 
Mr. Deane, and communicated the exuct plan that was afterward adopted, 
from Toulon, under the command of the Count d'Estaing, which, had it 
16 
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been immediately adopted from Brest, would have put an end to tte 
Britisli ]K)wer in America. Soon atWward, when the alliance between 
Fi'ance and America was announced, I transmitted my ideas through 
Coimt d'OnTlIiera, at Brest, to M. de Sartjne. I proceeded into the Irish 
Channel, made several descente, took and desti'oyed a number of ships, 
and among other prizes bi'ought in with me a British frigate of superior 
force, that had been sent out expressly to take me. I also made prisoners, 
and brought with me twice the number of my crew. It was, as Mr. 
Franklin informed me by a letter dated at Pasay, June lat, 1778, the 
account that had been ^ven of my conduct, &a^ by Count d'Orvillievs, 
that then determined the government of France to invite me to remmn in 
Europe. I I'ecdved from the then minister of marine the most flattering 
hopes and promises, but his performance fell fai' short. He received from 
me, through the hands of M. le Ray de Chaumont, many ideas on the 
secret expeditions I wished to have commanded ; among which were the 
interceptjon of the Baltic fleet, and the destruction of the Hudson's Bay 
eatahlishmenL I was, however, trifled with for more tlian a year, before 
I could say I had a force under my command. This w(B, I think, owing 
chiefly to the ill-judged confidence which the minister placed in M. de 
Chaumont, who showed neitJier judgment nor secrecy. On that account 
many enterprises were laid aside that I had brought almost to the point of 
exe<n.ition. On the last instance of this kind a number of troops had 
arrived at L'Orient, and in the moment when I expected them to have 
embarked, with their general the Marquis de la Fayette, the expedition 
was laid aside. I was then charged with a convoy with troops and mili- 
tary stores for the different porta and garrisons in the Bay of Biscay, and 
on my return to L'Orient to drive the enemy's privateei's out of the bay, 
had M. de Chaumont then remained at Paris instead of meeting me again, 
as he did at L'Orient, that want of subordination which was so fatal to my 
projects would liave been avoided. If your Excellency will please to call 
for my ofRda! letter, written at the Texel, the 3d of October, 1779, you 
will be convinced that if M. de Chaumont had confined himself to his own 
duty, which was that of commissary of the armament, and not interfered 
with or caballed against mine, as the mihtary commander, I might have 
rendered many more important services. 1 might have taken eight sail 
of homeward bound East India ships, which entered Limerick in Ireland 
without convoy, three days after I was obliged to leave the entrance of 
that port, and of which I had received particular advice from England, 
before I left France. I might have taken or destroyed the whole Baltic 
fleet, which would have prevented Admiral Rodney from relieving Gib- 
raltar. ' I might have desti'oyed or laid under contribution various towns 
and their sliipping round the Irish and British coasts. And I might have 
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entered the Texel ■with, my sliips in such g^od condition as might have 
enahled me to take under my convoy the Indien, and a lai'ge fleet of 
transports, Joaded with stores and materials for the maiine, tiat then 
waited there for my escort for Brest That fiese projects failed must 
stand to M, de Chanmont's accoiint I shall say but little of the services 
that were actually pei'formed ; of which, however, the prizes taken and 
sent into port, or destroyed, make bnt the least part. 1 expected at that 
moment that a great a,rniy would have made a descent in the south of 
England, under the cover of the combined fleets ; and it was therefore of 
the utmost consequence to make a great diveraiou in the north to fiivor 
that design, I think I may say I did my duty in that respect, and though 
almost left alone, nothing but a tempest that ai'ose in the moment when I 
should have made a descent, could have hindered me from laying Leit]i, 
and perhaps Edinburg too, under contribution. 1 need not menljon that 
Admiral Rodney was detsdned two months in port by my afiair wiUi the 
Baltic fleet ; or that my situation in Holland, and befow I arrived there, 
caused no less tlian 42 British ships of war and frigates to be sent in pur- 
suit of me, and posted to intei'cept me in every quarter. And the world 
knows tliat my conduct in the Texel was a great cause of the British 
resentment against Holland, and stands as tlie fiist arlacle Jn the declara- 
tion of war against that republic. On the whole, my Lord, it cannot be 
admitted that the government of France, having generously taken by tlie 
hand the young Republic of America, and having been so beneficent as 
to arm and support a naval force at His Majesty's expense, under the com- 
mission and flag of America, should wish to put the Americans who served 
as the officers and men, under any other laws tJian those of Congress, 
which I here subjoin, and agreeably to which I pledged myself to every 
individual among them at the time when I eng^;ed them, via; 



"'In Congress, Wednesday, October 30th, ITVG. 
" ' Besolved, Thai the cornBianders, officers, seamen, and marines in the 
Continental navy, be entitled to one half of mei'chantmen, transports, and 
storeships by them taken, from and after the first day of November, 1'776, 
to be divided among them in the shai'es and proportions fixed by former 
Resolutions of Congi'ess : that the commanders, officers, seamen, and 
marines of the Continental navy be entitled to the whole value of all ships 
and vessels of war belonging to the crown of Grreat Britain by them made 
prize of, and ail privateers authorised by his Britannic Majesty to war 
agMnst these States, to be divided as afoteswd.' 

" The Americans were every one of them ti'eat^d at their enlistment, 
and during the whole service, by the Jaws of the American flag, and the 
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few of them who were paid their wages, were paid by the rules of 
Congress, from which, neither my duty us their agent, nor my honor as 
their commander, can now permit me to recede. As I went into the Texe] 
in obedience to orders, and as my prizes and prisoners were there taken 
out of my hands, & dvcumslance of inexpressible mortification to me, and 
remained in the direction of the Due de la Vauguyon, they were not at 
the risk of the caplore ; and, therefore, the expenses made in Holland 
cannot stand against the sale of the prizes. I admit that the Serapis had 
need of repaid in the upper works and masts, but being a new ship that 
had cost the British government 50,000 guineas, I deny that she wanted 
either anchors or cables while in my hands. The Countess of Scarborough 
sustained little or no damage in the battle, and therefore had as little need 
of repaits. It cannot be made appear from the sale of that ship or the 
Serapis, that they fetched a greater price on account of any repairs at the 
Texd : the Serapis arrived at L'Orient dismasted and in a worse condition 
than when she entered the Tesel, and as the officera of the port of L'Orient 
cut to pieces and destroyed hei' orlop-deck with all the magaanes and 
storerooms, &c before I knew anything of the matter (which obliged me 
to make a journey to Paris, to obtain an order from govemmoiit for the 
sale of my prizes agreeably to the laws of the American flag), I think if 
the account was feiirly stated there would be an indemnification due to the 
captors for' the injury thereby done to their hardly earned property, 
without their leave or consent. As the captore were not consulted 
respecting the expense of the Serapis at Dunkirk, nor the disarmament of 
that ship at L'Orient, which were no advantage to her sale, those articles 
ought not to stand against them in the account. And I never heai'd that 
even the owners of privateers, far less an established goveniment, had 
charged the captors with the expense of provision for themselves or their 
prisoners ! The expense made by Captain Cottdneau regards not the 
captois : it is for him to show his authority for having made that expense, 
and the vouchers to support the different articles. I remember that I sent 
M. Chamillard express from the Texel to Versailles on my ari'ival ; but 
that was surely a necessary expense of the armament, and cannot regard 
the captors. Whether M. Le ESy de Chanmont is indebted to the 
government, or the government is, as he says, indebted to him, is a matter 
that ought not to regard the captors, but they have a right to claim the 
protection of government to force M. Le Eay de Chaumont to render the 
money with interest, which he has unjustiy detained fram them for four 
years and a half, wliiie many of them are peiTshing with cold and hunger. 
" In short, it can make no difference to the captors whether the ships 
that I commanded under the flag and commission of Congress were owned 
by the king or by the United States. Therefore I am ready to admit all 
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regulations and chaigBs on the sale of my prizes, which hare been usually 
admitted on other prizes sold in France, and taken by frigates owned by 
Congteas. But I am perauaded that you will not think it just that 
anything should be deducted ft'om the shares of the Americans on account 
of the Hospital of Invalids at Paris ; as they receive no benefit fi'oin that 
hospital, but have on the contrary been pensioned by Congress for the 
wounds they have received. 

" I am, with full confidence in your justice and generosity, my Lord 
Marechal, 



''Paris, March Uh, X784. 
"The Makechai. de CAsmrEe. 
"My Lord Mareohal, 
"Mr. Chardon has just now put into my hands a letter written to your 
excellency by M. le Ray de Chaumont, dated at Passy the 9th instant ; — 
M. le Eay de Chaumont appears by tiat letter to insinuate that I was 
under his orders. That insinuation merits nothing but my contempt. He 
might as well pretend that the Mai'quis de la Fayette, with whom I had 
the honor to be joined in command for an important expedition (which 
failed only through the unwise confidence that had been placed in the 
secrecy of M. le Eay de Chaumont by the minister of marine), was also 
under his ordei's. For my own part, as I had served with reputation in 
America from the beginning of the war, and was through Mr. Franldin, in 
consequence of the high opinion the minister had of my bravery and good 
conduct, Ac., invited by the government to remain in Ewope to command 
secret expeditions, with a force at the exjiense of the king, but under the 
commission, laws, and flag of the United Stat^, I made it a condition 
that 1 should receive ordera only from the minister, or misiisters of 
Congress ; and while I remained in Europe I never received any other. 
I had before that time deehned to accept a captain's commission in the 
Eoya! navy, which Count d'Orvilliers had offered to procure for me; and 
at any lime, and in every situation, I would have disdained ta prostitute 
my honor under the orders of so light-headed a man as M. le Eay de 
Chaumont He seems to claim also the idea for intercepting the British 
Baltic fleet, an idea which did not originate either with the minister or M. 
le Eay de Chaumont, but which had been, with many others, suggested 
to government by myself at and before the time when I was firat invited 
to come from Brest to Versailles. But I beg leave to refer your excellency 
to the Marquis de la Fayette, who knows that M. le Ray de Chaumont 
was regaided only as a simple commissaiy, and was therefore under my 
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orders, instead of my being under bis. I aver, that if M. le Eay de 
Chaumont Lad not been entrusted with the secret of the service intended, 
the views of the minister would have been not only fulfilled, but far 
exceeded. I had, however, a much greater latitude given me by my 
orders from Mr. Franklin than M. Chaumont seems to imagine ; and it is 
dear from the strong and pointed letter of recommendation which I cai'ried 
with me to (Congress, approving and applauding my whole conduct, that 
the king and his ministers were peiiectly satisfied, and even asked of 
Congress to send me back again to Europe, to command a larger force, 
which would have been done if the circumstances of America had not 
rendered it impracticable. 

" M. le Eay de Chaumont seems to be ignorant that the American 
agent in Holland had, and can have no power whatever over the property 
of the captors. It is a power which even Cougi'ess has not reserved, and 
which is contraiy to the established laivs of the American navy. As to 
deducting from fJie prize money four deniers per Jivre for the Hospital of 
Invalids at Paris, because the expense of the armament I commanded 
was taken from the funds of the roya! navy, &c., I presume M. le Ray de 
Chaumont might, with more modesty, have spared that observation to 
your Excellency, It is certain that the govei'iiment of France foresaw 
that an expense would attend the armament I was so generously invited 
to command under the laws and flag of America, and it is not my 
place, much less that of such a man as M. le Eay de Chaumont, to 
intrade such pitiful observations as may militate against, or diminish the 
value of such dehcaf« acts of friendship between two allied nations. 

" I can only recur to facts mentioned to your Escellency in my former 
letf«rs, viz. — The force I commanded was under the commission, laws, and 
flag of the United States, and the officers and men were engaged under 
my command, as in the American navy. I received my ordera as an 
American officer from the Minister of Congress, and it follows that the 
captors are entitled in every light to be treated exactiy by the laws of tho 
American navy. And whatever undetstanding there may have been 
between the two governments respecting the expense of the armament, it 
makes not the least difference to the captors. I but ask for justice for the 
brave men I commanded, and I expect no less from a generous mind like 
yours. I am, with profound respect, &c." 

"Paris, March 26th, 1784. 
"My Lord Marf-ciial, 
"The witiiin copyof aletter which I had the honor to receive yesterday 
from Mr. Frankhn, will convince you that he never consented, and could 
not consent to the manner proposed by your predecessor and by M. 
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le Eay de Chaumont for settlement of the prize money due to the 
American officem and men who served under my ordeK in Europe. 

" I will not now complain that the prisoner which I took and carried 
to Holland were not eschanged for ihe Americans who had heen taken 
in war upon the ocean, and were long confined in English dungeons by 
dvil magisfjates, as trmtors, ph-ates, and felons. I will only say, / had 
amh a promise from the Minister of marine. It was all the reward 
I asked for the anxious days and sleepless nights I passed, and the many 
danger* I encountered in glad hope of giving them all their liberty, and 
if I hid not been assured that Mr. Franklin had made an infallible 
arrangement with the courts of France and Kngland for their immediate 
redemption, nothing but a superior force should have wi'ested them ont 
of mi h ind^, till they had been actually exchanged for the unhappy Ame- 
ncans m England." 

"■I'amj, March 25th, 1784. 
"The Hon. Paul Jobbs, Es«., Paris. 
"Sir, 
" I return herewith the papers you commimicated to me yesterday. I 
perceive by the extract from M. de Sartine's letter, that it was his intention 
all the charges which had accrued upon the Serapis and Countess of 
Scai'boreugh should he deducted from the prize-money payable t« the 
captois, particularly the expense of victualling the prisoners and seamen, 
and that the liquidation of those charges should be referred to me. This 
liqvddation, however, nevei' was refei'red to me ; and if it had, I should 
have heen cautious of acting in it, having received no power from the 
captors, either Frencli or Americans, authorizing me to decide upon any 
thing respecting their interests. And I certainly should not have agreed 
lo charge the American captors with any part of the expense of maintain- 
ing the 500 prisoners in Holland till they could be exchanged, when none 
of them were exchanged for the Americans in England, as was your 
intention, and as we both had been made to expect. 
" With gi'eat esteem, I have the honor to be, &c. 

"B. Franklin." 



''Paris, I3lk, 1784. 

" Bis Excellency the Marechal oe Castries, 
"My Lobb Mahechal, 
" I am exceedingly sensible of the favor you did me yesterday by having 
the goodness to relinqnish the claim that was made for deducting four 
deniers per Uvre for the Hospital of Invalids at Paris, from the prize 
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money duo to the Aiiien<,in= who p^ned in the squadron I had the 
honor to cominand m Emcpe 4nd as you have been so obliging ns 
to postpone your oidere for the final liqiudation of the piize money till I 
have time io show you more p-aiicular causes tikan I have yet done, why 
the expenses incuned m the Texel should not be taken from the propei-ty 
of the captors, I have ao doubt but that the following drciumtaiices will 
induce your Exoelleney to Kihnquish that charge, which is eow the only 
difficulty I'emaimng 

"I was ordered by Mr. Franklin to enter the Texel the last of Septem- 
ber, but I could not reach it, notwithstanding my best endeavours, till the 
8d of October. Therefore, I had not time to have previmmly landed tJie 
prisoneiB in France. And as the Bon homme Richard sank after the 
battle, it was absolutely necessary that the prizes, the Serapis and Count- 
ess of Scarboivuffk, should accompany the Alliance and Pallas into the 
Texel; for those two last mentioned ships had not sufficient water and 
proviaon, and (being crowded with the remains of the crew of the Bon 
homme Eichai'd) would not contain the prisoners, which were bet%veen 
five and sis hundred in number. During the whole time, which was three 
moBlis in the Tesei, the Serapis and Countess of Scarhorough were 
employed as prison-ships, and the small repairs of those two prizes in that 
road make but an inconaderable part, a sixth perhaps, of the whole 
expense; so that the service they performed was at least woiih the repairs 
they received. Had it not been for the prisoners, the Serapis and Count- 
ess of ScarborougJt, after they were taken, might have been immediately 
ordered for French or American porta ; for they had plenty of water and 
proviaons, and the Serapis was made perfectly manageable, and sailed fest 
under her jury-masta ; so that they could have been out of danger before 
the enemy had placed their cruiang squadions to intercept them ; 
whereas by their being detained till the middle of winter in the Texel, 
where they were blockaded by the enemy, they ran an infinitely greater 
risk ; and therefore the captors had a just right to look upon government 
as tbe assui'ers of those prizes. Mr. Chaumont persuaded the minister of 
marine to take the Serapis for the king, without exposing that prize to 
sale. The minister sent his orders in consequence to L'Orient ; and the 
people of that port destroyed the orlop-deck, magazines, store-rooms, 
galleries, breast-works, and barricades, &c in order fo malie such altera- 
tions in that prize as fhey thought fit. When I saw this, I came from 
L'Orient to court, and the minister was so much convinced that Mr. 
Ohaumont's advice was wrong that he, without difficulty, gave immediate 
orders for the public sale of all my priaes, agreeably to the laws of the 
American navy. But the SerapU was much more damaged by the 
operations just mentioned that had been made previously to her sale, than 
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the value of her repaira in the Texel ; to say nothing of her having heen 
dismasted and losing anchore and cables by violent weather, on her passage 
from the Texel to L'Orient : therefore, taking all drcumstaneea together, 
the repaiiB in the Texel were fer from being of any advantage to her sale. 
She cost fbe King at public sale only 240,000 Uvrea ; whereas she had 
when new, six months before, cost the Biitish government 60,000 guineas. 
The expense inthe Texel arose chiefly from the provision that was sup- 
plied fiom Amsterdam for the pnsoners and the crews of the ships that 
guarded them; and tram the provision, repairs, and outfifa for the fiTgates 
tte Alliance and Pallas, and the small brigaiitine Vengeance. Now if 
any part of tbose expenses were chargeable to the captors, the same 
principle cai'ried a little farther, would make them liable for the first 
cost and second outfit of the armament before the squadron sailed from 
France, and oblige them to sustain the loss of the Bon homme Richard. 
If America had asked of Franco to support tJiat aimament nnder the 
Continental flag, or if I had asked for that command, the matter might 
have had a different complexion. But it was an act of the King's free 
bounty, and his Majesty is too generous to lessen it by any afterclaims 
tiat ai'e beneath his dignity. If it were asked why Americans should be 
placed on a more favorable footing than the subjects of France ? I would 
answer that question by asking why Americans should be expected 
to accept an invitation from France whieli should put them on a more 
imfavorable footing than that on which France found them ? Does not 
France pay foreign troops in her service more than she pays her own 
subjects 3 

" Permit me, my lord, to conclude by saying that no equal expense in 
the war was made with so great efiect, or had such good consequence, as 
that made by the ships I commanded in the Tesel ; since Holland was 
tiiereby drawn into the war, without which the world would not have 
been this day at peace. — Had I known any thing of the order of the mi- 
nister to Mr. Chaumont respecting the expense in the Texel, I am cert<un 
that, on my representation, lie would have revoked it, as he did his order 
to the commandant at L'Orient I'especting the alteration of tbe Serapis ; 
both of which Mr. Chaumont obtained by misrepresenting facts, and by 
fidsely saying it was the desire of Mr. Franklin. 

" I am, with profound I'espect, Ac." 



"Paris, JVov. 6tk, lY84. 
"His Excellency the Marechal db Castsiee. 
"Mt LoHn Marbchal, 
"By the state of the liquidation and repartition of tlie prizes taken by 
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the squadron I commanded in Europe, which you signed the 23d of Ikb* 
month, I find there is an enot made in the proportion due to the Ven- 
geance. Tliat tender was ai'med with only twelve fcur-poundera and sixty 
men, as you will see by the enclosed cei-tificate of tha second Ueutenant. I 
am exceedingly sony for liiis mistake, which ought to have been avoided. 
I heseech yom' Excellenoy to give orders that it may be rectified. 

" I am, with respect, ifec." 

"Paris, Jum 23rf, 1785. 
" His Excellency the Marechal db Castries. 
" My Loan Makbchal, 

"By the letter your Excellency did me tho honor to wiite me on the 
1 3tii of May last, you were pleased to promise that as soon as M. Chardon 
should have sent you the liquidation of my prizes, 'which you expected 
without delay,' you would take measm'ea for the payment, and that you 
would let me loiow. 

" From the gi'eat number of affaii's more important that engage your 
attention, I presume this Uttle matter which concerns me in a small 
degree peisonally, but chiefly as the agent of the brave men who served 
under my orders iu Europe, may have escaped your memoiy. Since the 
first of November, 1783, when I received authority to settle this business 
with your Excellency, I have been waiting here for no other purpose, and 
constantly expecting it to be concluded irom month to month. To say 
nothing of my expenses during so long an interval, the uncertainty of my 
situation has been of infinite prejudice to my other concerns. My long 
silence is a proof that nothing but necessity couid have prevailed on me to 
take tlie liberty of reminding your Excellency of your promise. I hope 
for the honor of your final determination, and I am, with gi'eat respect, 

''Paris, , 1785. 

"His Excellency the Marechal de Castries. 
" Mr Lord Mabechai., 
"By the letter your Excellency did me the Jionor to write me tlie 27th 
ult, you are pleased to desire me to address myself to the Oi-donnateur at 
L'Orient for the payment of the prizes made by the squadron I had the 
honor to command, and you are pleased to inform the Marquis de la 
Fayette, that you had assigned the funds necessary for that object. I have 
the honor to remind your Excellency that I came fiom America to France 
in the character of agent for the American captors, who served in the Bon 
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homme Richard and in the Alliance. Therefore, that no misunderatanding 
may ensue between myself and the Ordoiinateur at L'Orient, I must jn-tty 
you, my lord, to give orders that the shares due to those two ships, (after 
deducting wiiat is due to the subjects of France who served in the Bon 
homme Richard,) may be immediately paid into my hand^ in mass, 
agi'eeahly to your Excellency's decision, in the state of the liquidation of 
my priaes, which you signed the 23d of October last, and conformable to 
the powere with which I am vested, which were announced to you by the 
Minister Plenipotentiaiy of the United States, in a letter dated in Decem- 
ber, 1783. 

" I am, my lord, with profoundest respect, Ac," 



"Paris, Juhj 8lk, 1785. 
" His Excellency the Markchal de Castries. 
"My Lord Mareohal, 
"I had the honor to reply the 23d of last month to the letter your 
excellency did me the honor to write me on the 17th. I enclosed a copy 
of my pubUc credentials, and referred you on the subject of my mission 
ftom CoBgi'eas to an official letter written to you by the minister plenipo- 
tentiaiy of the United States, dated the 18th of December, 1783. From 
these documents, and as I have already given ample security to the United 
States, for the feithful performance of the ti'iist reposed in me by the act 
of Congress, of the 1st of November, 1783, 1 naturally concluded that you 
would immediately see the impropriety of my giving you th^ security of a 
subject of France for funds arising from my prizes, which belong to the 
subjects of the United States. If it were possible that any doubt cotdd 
remain in your mind respecting my public mission, I should refer you to 
a letter which I had the honor to put into your hands on my return to 
France, from the Chevalier de la Luzerne. As particular reawns render 
it extremely inconvenient, if not impossible for me to attend this business 
any longer, I shall take the liberty to wwt on your excellency to-morrow, 
to be favored with your tinal determination. 

" I am, with great respect, yours," &c 



"Paris, July lOtk, 1785. 
"His Excellency the Marechal de Castbies. 
"My Lord MARECHAt, 
"I have the honor to enclose an official answer from Mr. Jefferson, 
minister plenipotentiary from the United States at the court of France, to 
a letter written to him yestei'day by your excellency, on the subject of my 
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1 from Congress, to settle with yon tile claims of the siibjectf 
ea oil tke pmes that were taken in Europe by the squadro 



I 



"Mr. d'TJmoiis informed me yesterday that the concerned in the 
privateer La GfranviUe, had, a few daj^ ago, clfumed a share in two of my 
prizes, the May-Flower, and the Fortune, by virtue of a sentence given to 
that effect by a court of justice. To that sentence I can. offer no objection ; 
because the La Granville was present when those two pidzea were taken. 
But since the sentence of the court has very pointedly excluded the La 
Granville from any share in the other prizes tliat were taken by the 
squadron after that vessel had returned to a port of France, I beg leave to 
eubmit to your excellency to decide the question, whether the captovs who 
purchased the other prizes, and particulariy the Serapis, at the expense of 
their blood, will not have reason to be discontented if the Cerf, that 
returned to a port of Finance at the same time with the La Granville, 
should be allowed to share in all the prizes ! 

" Whatever may be your excellency's determination on that point, it 
can make no difference to me, as far as I am personally concerned, and I 
mention it again now because, should you think fit to oi'der a new 
arrangement in that I'espect, it can, under the present circumstances, give 
no additional ti'ouble ia the ' Bui'eau.' 

" I am, with great respect, youra," &c. 



"rOHiiit, July 19tk, : 

"His Eseellency Thomas JiFrEEsos, Esq., 

Minister Plenipotentiary of the United 

States to the Court of France. 

"Sir, 

" I have been with M. Clonot, the Oi-donnateur here, to whom the 

Mar6chal de Castries sent orders, the 15th of this month, to pay into my 

hands the money ai'ising to the subjects of the United States from the 

prizes taken by the squadron I commanded in Eui'ope. I find that a 

Fi'ench merchant, M, Puchilberg, of this place, who opposed Dr. Franklin, 

and did ail in bis power to promote the revolt that took place in tiie 

Alliance, has produced a letter of attorney, which he obtained from the 

officers and men of that frigate when their minds were unsettied, authoi'- 

ising him to receive their share in the prizes. And notwithstanding the 

orders of the Marechal of the 15th, I find there is a disposition here to 

pay the money to M. Puchilbei^ in preference to me. 

"When I undertook the difficult and disagreeable bnsiness of aettiing 
for the prize-money with the Mar&hal de Casti'ies, I thought it necessary, 
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to prevent any f-eflection on my conduct, to ^ve security for two tundred 
thousand dollar, to remit tie money I recovered to tte ti'easiuy of the 
United States, to be from ttence divided among the persoDS concerned. 
Not to mention the great expense I have been at, and the loss of two 
years of my time since the peace, to obtain a settlement, I may be peimit- 
ted to say that M. Puchilberg was at no expense, and never took any 
effectual step to obtain a settlement of the pi-ize-money ; and it would 
have been very difficult, if not impossible, for him to bave obtained any 
satiafection for the concerned, because no other man but myself (except 
Dr. Fianklin, who would not act) could have explained, at Vei-sailles, the 
nature and circumstances of my connexion with that court. And I may 
add, that M. Puchilberg will not, and cannot, if he had the best intentions, 
do justice to the subjects of America. He has given no security to do 
them justice. He has no authentic roll of the crew of the Alliance, which 
can only be bad in America, and he is unacquainted with the manner of 
classing the officers and men in the division of prize-money by the laws of 
the American flag. 

" What I request of you, therefore, is, to write to the court to obtain an 
explicit order from the MarSchal de Castries to M, Clonet, to pay into my 
hands the whole mass of tlie prize-money that appears due to the Alliance, 
and also tie share of the Bon homme Richard (after deducting the 
proportion due to the French volunteers, who were embarked on board 
the ship as marines). 

" As my situation here is exceedingly disagreeable, because till this new 
difficulty is removed I cannot reedve any pai-t of the money that appears 
due, I shall hope to be relieved from my embarra^ment as soon as 
possible, by a letter from you. 

" They have objected here, that the captain of the Alliance was bom in 
France. But he had abjured the church of Rome, and been naturalized 
in America (as his officers reported to me) before he took command of the 
Alliance, and his crew were all the subjects of the United States. 

" I am sorry to give you this trouble, but I am convinced that tho 
business would have continued in suspense for a long time, if I had not 
come here myself. 

"I am, with great esteem and respect, sir, joui's, &c. 

" N.B. M. Clonet has wi'itt«n. to court by this pest, therefore it will be 
necessary to make your application immediately, M, Barclay can ^ve 
you the character of M. Puchilberg. 
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"Z'Orient. July 31si, 1785. 
" His Excellency Thomas JErFBRSOK, Esq. 

"SiK, 

" I had the honor to write you the 29th of this month, praying you to 
address the court to prevent M. Puchilbei^, a French merchant here, ftom 
receivitg the prize-money due to the subjects of the United States who 
served on board the squadron I commanded in Europe, I have done my 
duty, and with great trouble and expense both of time and money, obtained 
a settlement in their iavor from government. But if M. Puohilberg (who 
has 1«ken no trouble, and been at no expense to obtain a settlement) should 
receive the money, the greatest part of it will never reach America, nor 
find its way into the pockets of die captors. Were M. Puohilberg the 
most honest man in the world, he cannot, at this distance from America, 
and being ignorant of the laws of the American flag, do justice to the 
concerned. Besides, a preference is due to the application of one govern- 
ment to another for what regards the infer^ts of its subjects, especially 
where it is clear that every caution has been observed for obtiuning justice 
to each individual. 

" The enclosed copy of a letter, which has just now been eommnnicaied 
to me, from Monsieur de Soulanges, si M.M. lea Juges Consuls, dated at 
Toulon, the 14th day of this montli, announcing that the Algerinea have 
declared wai' against the United States, is of too serious a nature not to be 
sent immediately to you. 

"This event may, 1 heheve, surprise some of our fellow-citizens; but, 
for- my pai't, I am rather surprised ttat it did not take place sooner. It 
will produce a good effect, if it unites the people of America in measui'es 
consistent with their national honor and interest, and rouses them from 
that ill-judged seemity which the intoxication of success has produced 
since the revolution. 

" My best wishes will always attend that land of freedom, and my pride 
will be always gratified when such measui'es are adopted as will make us 
respected as a great people who deserve to be free. 

"I am. Sir, with great esteem," &c. 

Copie de la lettre de M, So0i.ANGEs, k M. M. les Jugcs et Consuls 
de Nantes. 

" Toulon, le 14 Jmllet, 1785. 
" M. le Commandeur de Segoiides, qui arrive d' Alger sur la fregate la 
inde, M. M. m'a rendu compte en Mouillant dans cette 
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rade, que cetf« Rfigence laisait aimer 8 bafimeiits, taut ehSbecs que 
barques, depuis 18 jusqu' & 34 canons destines k croiser du Cap St. 
Vincent aux Agores, pour y prendre lea Amfiricaina, a qui ils dfeelai'ent la 
gnecrc. Je vous en donne avis siir le champ, M. M., tant pour lea iiiterels 
que votre place peut prendre dans ces bStiments, que pour que vous veuillez 
Hen en donner ara aux capitainea Amfiricains. 

" Les Algeriens ont une autre division de 4 batimente, mais trop petifs 
pour tionner de Tinquifetude dans nos mere. 

" SOULASGES.'' 



" His Excellency Thi 



"L'Orimt, August \1lk, 1785. 
.e Jeiterson, Esq. 



" I am still waiting for a dedsion respecting the claim of M. Puchilberg. 
But I think it my duty to inform you that one or two of the common 
sailors that served ou hoard the Alliance, when that frigate was under my 
orders, are now here in a merchant vessel, and, as I am this moment 
informed, they have been pei'suaded to write to M. Puchilberg, desiring 
that their share in the prizes may not be sent to America, but paid to 
them here. This, I am told, has been Urged as a reason to the Marfechal 
to induce him to decide in favor of M. Puchilberg's claim. Those two 
men will, however, sml in a day or two tor Boston, and perhaps may never 
return to Finance; besides, their objection is loo trifling to be admitted, as 
it would greatly injure the other persons, both officers and men of that 
crew, who would, in all probability, uever receive any part of their prize- 
money unless they should come from America to L'Orient on purpose ; 
which would not pay their expenses. 

" As the post is just going, I must defer answering the letter you did 
me the honor to write me on the 3d, till another opportunity. 
"I am, with gi'eat esteem, &c. 

" N.B. i beg you therefore to write again to the Mai'echal de Castries." 



"VOHent, Anffust IQlh, 1785. 
"His Excellency Thomas JErFEBSOtr, Esq, 
"Sir, 
"I am by this day's post honored with yours of the 13th current, 
wliich appeal's to have been intended. to be forwarded by M. Games. I 
esteem myself particularly obliged by fliat mai'k of your attention ; but as 
there is no mention made of my letter to you of the 31st ult, I presume 
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it has miaciwried, and it is therefore that I have now written the foregoing 
copy. The 6th of this month, finding a ship here bound directly for 
Phiadelphia, I sent a copy of Monsieur de Soulanges' letter to Mr. Jay for 
the information of Congress. I had the honor to write to you on ths 17th 
to inform you, that I was just then told that two of the seamen, formerly 
of the Alliance frigate, who are now here in a brig belonging to Boston, 
have been wrought upon by an expectation of immediately receiving their 
prize money, to desire that M. Puchilberg might, in their name, object to 
sending the prize-money of the Alliance to America. That brig is low 
at Port Louis, and will sail for Boston it is supposed to-morrow morning. 
" I am, with, great esteem," &c. 



"L'Orient, August 24(A, \1B5. 
"His Excellency Thomas Jefferson, Esq, 
"Sir, 

"I yesterday received the letter you did me the honor to write me on 
the l'7th, mentipning the difficulty made by the Maredial de Castries in 
his letter to you of the 12th, and that you had removed that difficulty by 
your answer. I am exceedingly sensible of the favor you do me by your 
attention to my situation here ; and it gives me great concern that it is 
not in. my power to send you the roll you ask for of the erew of the 
Alliance. The rolls were in the proper time sent to court, and put into 
the hands of Mr. de Sartine by M, Genet, first CommissioneT of foreign 
affaii's, the certificato of which I have among my papeiB at Paris ; and 
the Marechal de Castries might remember that I showed him and that he 
read that certificate. Those rolls, however, have been mislaid or lost in 
the burcf.u. Copies of tliem were sent at the same time to Dr. Franldin, 
who, I suppose, put them into the hands of M. le Kay de Chaumont ; but 
since my return, I never could obtain any account of them, A third set 
of the rolls I carried with me to America, and before I embarked in the 
French fleet at Boston I put them iuto the hands of Mr. Secretary Living- 
ston ; and they were sealed up among the papers of his office when I left 
America. It is, however, impossible that any legal demands should be 
made on you for French subjects in consequence of your engagement to 
the MareehaL The Affiance was manned in America, and I never heard 
of any pei'son's serring on board that frigate who had been born in France 
except the captam, who, as I was informed, had in Ameiica abjured the 
church of Rome and been naturalized. 

" I have made all the inquiiy I have been able here respecting the 
expedition you mentioned in a former letter ; but I have not obtained 
much satisfaction, I propose to go to Brest. "I ann," &c, 
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^^ L'Onent, September 5ih, 1785. 
" His Escellency Thomas Jefferson, Esq. 

"SlB, 

" I am just retumed here from Brest, where I have passed se^erJ d ys 
I have feeeived your letter of the 29th nit. with the copy of th t ¥i tten 
to you by the Mm^chal de Castries, the 26th, and I have reason to e j ct 
in consequence, that my affeirs here will be finished as soo a. the 
fotmalities of the bureau will permit. I shall obtain a roU of the All nee 
conformable to the pretensions of Pnchilberg ; which, though p h j. ot 
quite exact, may however answer all your purposes. I really do not 
believe that ever any claims will be made on you ; for I never heard that 
any French subject had served on board that fiigal* except the captain, 
and I commanded the Alhance in person seven months. 

"I am, Sir, &a. 

" M".B, I take the liberty to enclose a letter for M. Ledyard. It 
contains a small bill. If he is not at Pai-is, I request yon to keep the 
letter till I come. 



"Paris, October 8tL ll85. 



" His Excellency Thomas Jefferson, li^q. 



" As the Baron de Waltersdoj-ff does not return here, as was expected, 
and I wish to apply, without ftrther loss of time, to the Court of Denmark, 
for a compensation for the prizes taken by the squadi'on I commanded in 
Europe, and given up to the British, by the people in authority at Bet^n 
in Norway ; if you approve it, I will assign the powei^ I received, for that 
business from Congress, to my friend Dr. Bancroft in London. You will 
oblige me therefore, if you will write to Mr. Adams, requesting him to 
support Dr. Banaoft's application through the Danish minister in Loudon. 
" I am, with gi'eat respect and esteem," Ac. 



^' Paris, February 2Sik, 1786. 
"His Excellency Thomas Jefpeisos, Esq. 
" Deae Sir, 
" I received the kind note you wi'ote me this morning, on the occasion 
of receiving my bust; I offered it to yon as a mark of my esteem and 
respect for your virtues and talents. It has been remarked by professed 
judges that it does lio discredit to the talents of M. Houdou; but it 

17 
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receives its value from yow acceptance of it, witJi the aseuraiice you g^ve 
me of your particular esteem, which will ever be felt by me aa an honor 
truly flattering. 

"I am, dear Sir, with gi'eat esteem," &c. 

"Fans, August Qth, IVSO. 
" His Excellency Thomas Jefferson, Eaq, 
"Sir, 

" As it now appears by the reply I have just received fi'om Mr. Adams, 
dated London the l'7th of last month, which I had tte honor to commu- 
nicate to you, that bis letter to the Bai^n de Waltersdoi'fii respecting ray 
prizes delivered up to tbe English at Beigen inNorway, in the yeai' 1779, 
by the court of Denmark has not been answered ; and as the Baron de 
Waltersdorff is now gone to the West Indies, and Mr. Adams advises me 
in his letter, to apply to the Danish minister at his court ; it now becomes 
my duty fo ask your advice and assistance in the steps that remain to be 
pursued, to obtain a compensation from the government of Denmark for 
tliose prizes. 

"And in order to give you the necessary information on this subject, I 
here subjoin some exta'acta from the papere left in my hands by Mr. 
Franklin, to wit : 

No. L Extract of a tetter from Monsieur Duchezaulx, Consul of France, 
to M. Oaillard, Chai^ des affaires du Eoi k Copenhagen, dated a 
Bergben en Norvege le 14 July 1779. 

" Les deux dites prises sont considerables ; elles etoient armfees en 
guerre et en merchandises, et les commandants pourvus de commissions 
aux Lettres de Mai'que ; savoir L'Union de Londres, du port de 400 
tonneaux aimg de 22 canons de 6, et 4 hvres de balle, plusieum pierriere 
et autres armes ; chargfe de cables, cordage, et toile a voile, enfin tout ce 
qu'il firnt en ce genre pour le gi'sment de sept Batiments de guerre, avec 
plusieurs autres effets, destinfe pour Quebec ; et le Betsey de Liverpool, 
du port de 350 tonneaux arm6 de 30 canons de 6, et de 2 de 9 hvres de 
balle, 12 pierriers et autres armes, chargfe de fleur de fitrine, bceuf, et 
lard salfe, et autres provisions et merchandises destines pour la Nouvelle 
York et la Jamaique. Les deux cargaisons peuvent 6tre lvalues au 
moins un million de Hvres." 

No. 2. Extract from a letter written by the Consul of Franco, before 
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mentioned, to Dr. Franklin, minister of America at tlie court of 
France, dated a Bei^heu le 26 Oct. 1779. 

" II m'est douloureux au-dela de towte expression, d'avoir a. vous infor- 
mer aujourdliai, que les deux prisea, the Betsey and tlie Union, oat ete 
eea jours ci restitutes aux Anglaia, en verta d'une r^solutioa emwi^e du 
Roi de Danemark : Resolution injust« et coiitraire au di-oit des gens." 



No. 3. Extract fi'om the si 



e letter. 



" La valeur de ees deux prises que Ton vous eiileve injusfemeiit, est an 
moina de 40,000i. sterling, independamment des Fraia et I'argeat dehours^ 
par les banquieura MM. Danekert aud Krohn, dont je vous remettrai le 



No. 4. Extract of a letter from all tie Ameiican ofBeers in Norway 
to Dr. Franklin, minister of America in France, dated Berghen, 
January 4tii, 1780. 

"The Brigantine CfiMrming Polly, which arrived 14 days after us, was 
likewise delivered up in the same manner." 



No. 5, Extract of a letter from the s: 
at Bei^n, April 11th, 1780. 



e officers to Dr. Franklin, dated 



" Our expenses, while on hoard the shi]DS, were p^d by the Englisl 
Consul ; and those since by the King of Denmark ; which enables us t 
proceed without drawing bills upon France. We liave also the protectioi 
of the Danish flag till our arrival in France.'' 



" After my return here from L'Orient, you remember 1 i 
by drcumstances from pursuing the application to the Court of Denmark 
in person. The bills I had received were not yet payable, and I thought it 
would be nec^aary for me to go to America in the spiing, to deposit the 
prize-money received from this government in the Continental treasuiy ; so 
that I was prevented from going to the Court of Denmark, And there 
being no Danish minister here, nor expected here, during the winter, yon 
remember your having approved of my deputizing Dr. Bancroft to solicit 
the Couit of Denmark tlu'ough the Danisi minister in London ; and that 
you was so obliging as to join me in requesting Mr. Adams to support 
that apphcation. 
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" But as experience has now shewn that this method is alow and 
uncertain ; and as the late order of the Board of Treasivry respecting the 
prize-money I have recovered, makes my retum to America, on that 
account, at present unnecessary ; I presume the best thing I can do will 
ho to proceed to Copenh^en, and there make application to that court. 
If you approve of this, it would be useful for me to have a letter from 
the Count de Vergennes to the Baron de la Houze, minister of France at 
the Danish Court, directing him to support my reclamation. The inter- 
ference of this government may be asked for with propriety, because the 
King had the gallantry to support under the flag of America the squadron 
I commanded in Europe, It is also to he wished that I could cany letters 
with me from the Danish minister at this court, and it is therefore veiy 
unlucky that he is now absent at the waters. If you think fit to write to 
him, I can, at the, same time, obtain and foiivard a letter from his parti- 
cular friend the minister of the Due de Wertemburg ; which may have a 
good effect. I am persuaded that the Count de Vergennes, on my own 
application to him, would immediately give me a proper letter to the 
Bai'on de la Houze ; but it will be more offidal to obtain it through your 
application, which I tiierefore request. 

"As I flatter myself that the Danish Court is still disposed to make a 
compensation, it is necessaiy for us now to deteimine on the lowest sum 
to be accepted. Dr. Franklin, in his letter to me fi'om Havre, says the 
result of his letter to a broker m London was, that these Quebec ships 
were worth 16 or 18,000 pounds each. I have reason to believe the 
two ships delivered up, with their cargoes and armament, woi-th a gi'eater 
sum. And besides, you will observe that the brigantine Charming Polly 
was also delivered up. I cannot judge of the value of tiiis last prize ; 
and perhaps it may be necessary for me to write to Bergen to obtain 
information. 

" I am, with respect, »fec. 

"Paris, Aug. 31s;, 1786. 
"His Excellency Thomas Jeffeeson, Esq. 
"Sir, 
"I am much obliged by the letter you sent me from the Count de 
Vergennes to Baron de la Houze, with your own to the Baron de Blome. 
An indisposition that has confined me close for three days, has prevented 
me from observing to you sooner, that Dr. Franklin, in the letter he wrote 
me fiom Havre, says, the offer made by the Baron de Waltersdortf was 
ten thousand pounds sterhng. As you have misapprehended the amount 
of that offer, I take the liberty to retura your letter to the Baron de 
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Blome, praying you to alter the word five v/ith your own hand. I should 
he glad to be favored with your opinion whether I ought to accept of any 
sura less thaa what was offered to Br, Franklin? It ia very impiobable 
tliat a less sum will be offered by the Danish minisfsi'S ; but supposing 
tJiem less iavorably disposed now than formerly, it is necessary for us 1« 
be determined beforehand. 

"I iiave tite honor to he, ifec." 



"Paris, Sept. 3d, IY86. 



Thomas Jefferbon, 1 



"Sib, 



" Since I had the honor of heariEg flwm you last, my health has not 
permitted me to set out for Denmark. From the information I took at 
the Hotel of the Baron de Blome, I understood lie was to arrive from the 
waters the 30th ult., so that I thought it better to wait till I could see 
hi in than to forward your letter. His servania arrived at the time tliat he 
was himself expected, aud informed that the Baron had made a little 
jaunt to QeneTa, and would be at Paris the 15th of tliis montL I now 
have the honor to send you tlie second copy of the lolla, &c,, that you 
lately forwarded to the Board of Treasury. There is sure opportunity for 
London to-monow at two o'clock. E you have any letters io send, or if 
you tMnk fit to forward the papers respecting the prize money, I will give 
them in chaise to the person who will safely deliver theiu in London. 

" I am, Sir, ivith great esteem and respect, yours, &c" 



Eventually, on the 15th of July, 1785, the Marshal de Cas- 
tries issued an order to pay over to Jones at L'Orient the money 
arising to citizens of the United States from the proceeds of the 
sale of the piizes taken by the squadron imder his command 
in Eiirope. The sum total was 181,039 livres, 1 sous, and 10 
deniers. 

Although Congress had approved of the distiibution of it 
under the TVeneh ordinance, it will be seen in one of the fol- 
lowing lettei's, that the king hehaved with great liherality, not 
even retainmt; what he might have kept in conformity with the 
regulations of Congress :— 
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"Paris, May &lk, JV86. 
" The Honorable John Jay, Esq. Minister 

for Foi'eigQ Affairs, New-York. 
"Dear Sik, 

"The application I have made to the conrt of Denmark for a compen- 
sation for my prizes that were delivered up by that government to tho 
British, not having yet produced a dedaion, prevents me from emharliing, 
as was my intontjon, about this time for America, The prize-money 
arising from my negotiation with the conit of France, due to the 
citizens and subjects of the United States, who served on board the Bon 
toinme Eichard and Alliance (amounting in the gross to 157,483 liviea, 
6 sous, 10 deniers), is now ready in my hands. I expect that the 
application which is now depending with the court of Demnaik will 
terminate so as to enable me to embark for America before the month of 
September. But lest a longer delay should be found neeessaiy in Europe, 
and prevent my appeaiunce in time for a passage after that date, I shall 
be ready to accept the di'afts of Congress at Usance, for the amount in my 
hands. 

" I say nothing of the amount of the allowance that ought in justice 
to be made for the great expense, trouble, and time I have devoted to this 
business from the 1st of November, 1783. A commission on the sum 
recovered will certainly be no indemnification for my expenses, far leas a 
recompense for my time and tronble. 

" I am, with gi'eat respect and esteem, »fec." 

On the receipt of this infoTmatioii, Congress passed the sub- 
joined resolution : — 

"In Conorbss, Jwm 1th, 1786. 

"Resolved, That the Board of Treasury be directed to take such 
measures as may appear to them to be most effectual for procuring accu- 
rate returns of the officers and men serving on board the Bon homme 
Richard, commanded by John Paul Jones, and the fiigate Alliance, com- 
manded by Peter Landais, at the time the captures were made by the late 
squadron under the command of John Paul Jones : 

" That the amount of the prize-money paid by Capt. John P. Jones to 
the order of the Board of Treasury, on account of the officere and crew 
of tJie Vessels above-mentioned, be by the said Board disti'ibuted to the 
officeiis and men entitied to receive the same, or to their proper hell's or 
assigns, in proportion to the shares respectively due to them, agreeably to 
the returns above-mentioned, and the ordinances of Congress in that 
(behalf made. 
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Among tlie papers communicated by Jlr. Jefferson for this 
work, is a statement of the settlement, which does not exactly 
correspond in the total amount as communicated to Mr. Jay. 
This may be accounted for, by eupposing a proposed deduction 
in his favor, for additional expenses incurred in bis prosecution 
of the claim at the Court of Fi-ance, to which be refers in hie 
correspondence with Mr. Jefferson ;— ■ 



Pa J ly'-tJ, 1786. 
"Amount of jjjize mun y belonging to tlie A leiiciti pait of the crew 
of the Bon homme Eichard (and to some fe ^ foreigners whose names 
and qiialitiea Ac aie mseited in the roll), w:th the amount also of the 
jnze mcnev beknging to the ciew ot the Alinnce leee ed t L'Orient, 
li L J 1 it th Miiechilde Cistiifs, in bills on Jai'is, 



"181,039 01 10 



" Fi'om which deduct, viz. 

'" Kett amount of my ordinary ex- 
penses since I arrived in Europe to settle 
the prize-money belonging to the citizens 
and subjects of America who served on 
boai'd the squadron I commanded under 
the flag of the United States, at the ex- 
pense of His Most Christjan Majesty, 
stated to His ExceUenoy Thomas Jeffer- 
son, Esq. the 4th of this month, 

" Paid the draft of M. le Jeune, for the 
amount of prize-money dne to Jacque 
Tual, pilot ol the Alliance 

" Amount of pnze-money p«ud M. de 
Blondel, Lieutenant of Mannea of tlie 
Pallas, as stated on the roll ot the Bon 
homme Riihard 

"Advances made to lundry pereons, 
which stand at my credit on the toU of 
the Bon homme EichaJ'd, 

"Advances made by me to sundry 
persons belonging to the Bon homme 
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EichaTd; these advances do not stand at 
my credit on the roll settled at L'Oiient 
by M. ie Jeune, hecause the commissary 
had neg;lected to send hha the origin^ 
roll from the Biireau at Versailles ; but 
that commissary has rectified that omis- 
sion by his certificates, dated Sept. 5th, 
1^85, and Feb. 22d, 1766, 

" My share by the roll, as captain of 
the Boa Iiomme Richard, 



"Balance nett, 112,713 02 04 

" Paul Jones." 



"Paris, July Uh, 1786. 
" His Exeelloncy Thomas Jbffbesok, Esc[. 
"Sir, 

"I have the honor to enclose for your examination the documerits of my 
proceedings with those of this government in tlie settlement I have 
ohtiuned of the prize-money, belonging to the officers and crews of the 
squadron I commanded in the late war in Europe at the expense of His 
Most Christian Majesty, hut under t]ie flag of the United States. By 
those documents, 1 presiime, you will be convinced that, from a want of 
sufficient knowledge of circumstances, it would have been very difficult, if 
not impossible, for any other man (except Dr. FrankUn, wto never would 
act in it), to have gone through this business. Mr. Barclay made no 
progress in it, though he was charged with it by Congress two years and 
a half before I undertook it I could not obtain an allowance in fitvor of 
the captors for the service of their prizes as prison-ships in the Texel, not 
for the damage done to the Serapis at L'Orient, previous to her sale ; hut 
I have taken care of the honor of the American flag. The American 
captors pay nothing towards the support of the Royal Hospital of Invahds, 
and His Majesty has generously renounced, in favor of the captors, the 
pi'oportion of the sale of the merchant prizes, which, by the laws of the 
flag of America, he might have retained. I ask the favor of you to 
retui'n me those papers with your observations. 

" I enclose also a note of my expenses since I arrived in Europe on this 
business. When I am honored with your sentiments on this subject, I 
will prepare copies of the within papei's, and, I flatter myself^ comply to 
your satisiaction with the order you have received firom the Board of 
Treasury. "I have the honor, &c." 



Hosted by 



Qoo^z 



LIFE OF JOHN 



265 



'' Park, Jtdy lih, 1786. 
"His Excellency Thomas Jefpebson, Esq, 
"Sir, 
"I have tJie lionor to enclose and submit to your consideration the 
account I have stated of the prize-money in my hands, with sundry papers 
tliat regard the ehai'gea. I camiot bring myself to leasen the dividend of 
the American captoin by making any charge either for my time or trouble, 
I lament that it has not yet been in my power to procure for them 
advantages as solid and extensive as tlie merit of then- services. I would 
not have imdertalcen this business from any views of private emolument 
that could possibly have resulted from it to myself, even supposing I had 
recovered or should recover a sum more considerable than the penalty of 
my bond. But I was anxious to force some ill-natured persons to 
adtuowledge that, if they did not tell a wilful falsehood, tliey were 
mistaken when they asserted 'that I had commanded a squadron of 
privateers 1' And, the war being over, I made it my first care to show 
the brave instiuments of my success that their rights are as dear to me as 

" It will, I baUeve, be proper for me to make oatli before you to the 
amount chai'ged for my ordinary expenses. I flatter myself tliat you will 
find no objection to the account as I have stated it, and that you are of 
opinion that after fiis settlement has been made between us, my bond 
ought to stand cancelled, as far as regai'ds my traiBactions with the court 
of France. Should any part of the prize-money remain in the treasury, 
without being claimed, after sufficient time shall be elapsed, I beg leave to 
submit to you — to the treasury — and to Congress, whether I have not 
merited by my conduct since I returned to Europe that such remainder 
should be disposed of in my favor? 

" I have the honor to be, with gi'Cat esteem," &c. 



"Pa™, July lOlk, 1T86. 
"His Excellency Thomas Tefperson, E^q. 
" Sib, 
"Ailer what you mentioned to me before your favor of this date, 
respecting the impei'fect powers you have received from the Board of 
Treasury, I did not expect you to make a settlement with me that should 
be final for the prize-money I have recovered. But as I have produced, 
and still offer you proofs to support the charges I have made, I naturally 
flattered myself and I still hope you will do me the favor to receive and 
transmit them to Congress with your sentiments. This becomes the more 



Hosted by 



Google 



266 LIFE OF JOHN PAUL J0ME8. 

necessary to me at present, because fi'om what Dr. Bancroft tells me of the 
application t« the court of Denmark, it will he necessaiy for me to continue 
in Europe for some time longer, and to take your advice on some farther 
steps to obtMn an answer from that government. 

" With respect to the balance of the prize-money I have recovered, you 
may if you please g^ve an immediate order on me for the amount, or I 
will pay it into yoiu' own hands. 

"I have the honor," Ac. 



^^ Paris, August litk, 1786. 
" His Excellency Thomas jErFEnsos, Esq. 
" Dear Sir, 
" I send you herewith the rolls of the Bon homme Richard and Alliance, 
with copies of the other papers in Fi'ench, respecting the prize-money of 
the squadron I commanded. They are numbered fi'om 1 to 28, and I 
have left them open for your inspection. I rely on the good effect of your 
observations that will accompany them, with tiie papers in your hands, to 
Congress, and have no doubt but that my conduct will in consequence he 
approved. The second set of papera ai'e not yet finished, hut will be ready 
in a few days so as to be forwarded by the next good opportunity, mth 
the second set of the papere in English now in your hands. 
" 1 have the honor," &c 

Congress afterward confiiineii the division of prize money 
made by the French government, and directed the distribution 
thereof to "be made amongst the officers and crews of the Bon 
homme Kichard and AUianee, on which suljject that body 
passed the following resolution : — 

"In Conghess, October llth, 1787. 

" Congress took into consideration the report of a committee consisting 
of Mr. Smith, Mr. Dane, Mr. Johnson, Mr. Carrington, and Mr. Clarke, to 
whom had been committed a report of the Boai'd of Ti'easmy, and a letter 
of the 18th of July, from CaptMn John Paul Jones, together with a report 
of the committee of accounts for the marine department relative to the 
division of the prize-money due to the ofBcera and crews of the Bon 
homme Richard and Alliance, and the charges of Captain Jones for 
recovering the same. 

"Resolved, That the quotas assigned to the several ships which were 
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Tinder tie command of Capbun John Paul Jones in Europe, by direction 
of the court of France, be confirmed and considered as valid, and that a 
distribution of the prize-money be made amongst the crews of the said 
ships, separately, agi'ceably to such quotas. 

" Resolved, That the monies paid by Captain John Panl Jones into the 
hands of the Hon. Thomas Jefferson, be distiibnted by the Board of 
Treasury, as soon as may be among the captors, agreeably to the division 
made thereof under the direction of the court of France." 



In virtue of the general authority given to the Oiievaliei' 
Jones to collect all the prize-money due to American citizens 
in Europe, he turned his attention to the reclamation from 
Benmai'k of the value of the three ships sent into Bergen, in 
IJ^orway. The Baron de Walters doi'ff, the Danish minister at 
Paris, not retuming in that capacity, and the chevalier being 
anxious to accomplish his object, he proposed, with the appro- 
bation of Mr. Jefferson, on the 8th of October, 1785, to transfer 
tiie powers confided to him by Congi-ess for that purpose, to 
his confidential friend Dr. Bancroft, then in London, and 
solicited ilr, Jefferson to write to his Excellency John Adams, 
the American minister near the court of St. James, to lend hie 
aid in enfoi-cing the demand. Mr. Adams wrote to Mr. 
Waltersdorff on the subject, urging the justice of the claim ; 
but no answer was returned, that minister of Denmark laving 
departed for the "West Indies, Mr. Adams advised the 
chevalier to apply to the new Danish minister at Paris. This 
minister was absent at the time at some of the watering places, 
and Jones was inclined to proceed du'ectly to Copenhagen. To 
fm'ther his views, he procured, through the friendship of Mr. 
Jefi'ei'son, &om the Count de Vergennes, a letter of intro- 
duction and favor to the Bai-on de la Houze, French minister 
plenipotentiary at the Danish court. This letter is in these 
terms : 
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" Versailles, Au(/us£ ISlh, 1186. 
" The Baron De la Houzb, Minister Pleiii- 1 
potentJary to tlio King of Denmaik. J 

" Mr. Paul Jones, an officii' in tke aea service of the United States of 
America, having some business aiid certain claims in Denmark, on account 
of prizes which he toolc during the last war, proposes going on tliese 
accounts to Copenhagen. You will be pleased, sir, to receive this ofGce 
favorably, to hear what he may wish to communicate on the subject of his 
claim, and to assist him with your counsels and good offices in case he 
should want them, during his stay at your residence, 

" I have the honor of being, with perfect regard, &c. 

" De VERGBNlfES." 

Mr. Jeffei-son likewise gave the chevalier a letter of introduc- 
tion and friendship to the Danish envoy, Bai'on Blome, who 
was expected to he in Paris again in a few days. 

The value of the prizes sent into Bergen was estimated at 
the highest at about fifty thoneand pounds sterling, A weU 
informed Enghsh insiu-er, to whom application had heen made, 
to ascertain for what amount they had been insui'ed, considei'ed 
them to be woa-th from 16 to IS thousand pounds sterluig each ; 
and the Baron de Waltersdorff, on the pai'fc of his government, 
had oifered to pay ten thousand pounds as an indemnification : 

"Havre, July 2Ut, \T&5. 
" The Honorable Paul Jones. 
" Dear Sib, 
"The offer of which you desire I would give you the particulai'S, was 
made to me by M. le Baton de Walterstlorff, in behalf of his Majesty the 
King of Denmai'k, by whose ministers he ssud he was authorised to make 
it. It was to give us the sum of fen thousand pounds sterUng, as a 
compensation for having dehvered up the prizes to the English. I did not 
accept it, conceiving it much too small a sum, they having been valued to 
me at fifty thousand pounds. I wrote to Mr. Hodgson, an insurer in 
London, requesting he would procure information of the sums insured on 
these Canada shipa. His ^swer was, that he could find no tiaces of such 
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iuaui-anoe, and lie believed none was made, fijr that the goveinment on 
whose account they were said to ha bided with mihtary stores, never 
insured; but by the heat judgment he coulAmaliP he tliought thpj might 
he worth about sixteen or eighteen thuuaind pounds eath 

" With gi'eat esteem, &c. 

"B. Frabklin." 



In all bis transactions at this period the chevalier regularly 
consulted Mr. Jefferson, and kept up a correspondence with Dr. 
Fi-anlilin. Jones, however, suddenly suspended his journey to 
Copenhagen, and, as will be seen in the following letter to Mr. 
Jay, returned to America : 



"JVew York, July IStk, 1787. 



Hia Excellency John Jay, Eaq., 1 
Minister of Foreign A^irs. j 



"The appUcation I made for a compensation for our prizes through the 
Danish minister in London not having succeeded, it was determined 
between Mr. Jefferson and myself, that the proper method to obtain 
satisfaction, was for me to go in person to the court of Copenhagen. It 
was necessary for me to see the Baron de Blome before I could leave 
France on that business, and he being then absent on a tour in Switzerland 
did not return to Pai'ia till the beginning of last winter. I left Pai'is in the 
spring, and went as tar as Brussels on my way to Copenhagen, when an 
unforeseen circumstance in my private aflairs, rendered it indispensable for 
me lo turn about and cross the ocean. My private business here being 
already finished, I shall in a few days re-cmbark for Europe, in order to 
proceed to the court of Denmai-lt. It is my intention to go by the way 
of Paris, in order to obtain a letter to the French minister at Copenhagen, 
from the Count de Montmorin, as the one I obtiuned is fi'om the Count de 
Vergennes. It wonld be highly flattering to me if I could cai'ry with me 
a letter from Congress to His Most Christian Majesty, thanking him for 
the squadron he did us the honor to support under our flag. And on 
this occasion, sir, permit me, with becoming diffidence, to recal the atten- 
tion of my sovereign to the letter of recommendation I brought with me 
from the court of France, dated 30th May, 1780. It would he pleasing 
to me, if that letter should be found to merit a place on the journals of 
Permit me also to mtreat that Congress will be pleased to read 
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the lettei' I received from the minister of marine, when his majesty deigned 
to bestow oa me a golden hilted sword, emblematical of the happy alliance 
— an honor which his majesty never confen^ed on any other foreign officer. 
I owed the high favor which I enjoyed at the coiirt of Prance, in a great 
degree, to the (avorable testimony of my conduct, which had been commu- 
nicated by hia majesty's ambassador, under whose eye I acted in the most 
critical situation, in the Texel, as well as to the pubhc opinion of Europe. 
And the letter with which I was honored by the prime minister of R'auce, 
when I was about to return to Ameiica, is a clear proof that we might 
have di'awn still greater advantages from tie generous disposition of our 
all^, if our marine had not been lost wbilst I was, by perplexing eireum- 
stawces, detained in Europe, after I had ^ven the Count de Maurepaa my 
plan for forming a combined squadron of 1 or 12 sail of frigates, supported 
by the America, with a detachment of French troops on board, the whole 
at the expense of hia majesty. 

" It is certain that I am much flattered by receiving a gold sword from 
the most illustrious monarch now Eving ; but I had refused to accept his 
commission on two occasions, before that lime, when some fli-mness was 
necessary fo resist the temptation. He was not my sovereign. I served 
the cause of fi'eedom, and honors from my sovereign would be more 
pleasing. Since the yeai' 1776, when I displayed the American flag for 
the firat time, with my own hands, I have been constantly devoted to the 
interests of America. ForeigTiers have perhaps given me too much credit, 
and this may have raised my ideas of my services above their real value, — 
but my zeal can never be oveiTated. 

"I should act inconsistently if I omitted to mention the di'cadful 
Mtuation of our unhappy fellow-citizens in slavery at Algiers. Their 
almost hopeless ia,te is a deep reflection on our national character in 
Europe. I beg leave fo influence the humanity of Congress in their 
behalf, and to piMpoae that some expedient may be adopted for their 
redemption, A fund might be raised for that purpose, by a duty of a 
sbiUiiig per month from seamen's wages throughout the continent, and I 
am peisuaded that no difficulty would be made to that requisition. 
"1 have the honor to be," &c 



Jones when in France had transmitted information of the 
hostile designs of the Algerines against the American trade, in 
a copy of a letter from M. Soulangee, dated at Totdon the 14th 
of Jnly, 1785, written to the consular authorities in the ports of 
that kingdom. Annexed is a translation of it : 
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" Toulon, July 14(A, 1785. 
" M. de Logoi'dea, wto has arrived from Algiers in the Mgate Minerva, 
which he commands, haa, on entering this road, given me information tiat 
that wgecoy had armed eight vessels, xebecs, and barits, with from 18 to 
84 guns each, destined to cruize from Cape St. Vincent fo the Azores, to 
captvire Americana, against whom they have declared wav. I give you 
immediate advice of this circumstance, gentlemen, as well on account of 
the interest your place may have in the cruise of these vessels, as to enable 
you to give notice ef it to American captains. The Algerines have another 
division of four vessels, but too small to occasion any disturbance in our 

" SOCLANGES." 



"This event," said Jones, wi'iting to Mr, Jefferson, on the 
Slet JiUy, 1785, " may, I believe, surprise some of our fellow- 
citizens ; but for my part I am rather sm-prised that it did not 
take place sooner. It will produce a good effect if it unites the 
people of America in measures consistent with their national 
honor and interest, and rouses them from that ill-judged security 
which the intoxication of success has produced since the 
Eevolution." 



On the 3d of October, 1787, the Chevalier Jones wrote farther 
to Mr. Jay : 



"JVew York, October Zd, 1787. 
jf John Jay, Esq., Minister 1 
of Forwgn Aflairs, INew York. j 

"Sia, 
"As Congress have wow referred back to you for your report, the chief 
part of the letter I had the honor to addj'cas you the 18th of July last, I 
beg leave to observe on the latter part of that letter, respecting the fund 
I wish to see established for the redemption of our fellow-citizens at 
Algiei-s, that I had also in view at the time, a national establishment, on 
the plan of the Greenwich Hospital ia England, or Hotel des Invahdes at 
Paris, which would be effected from the I'esidue of the increasing fund I 
have proposed. I beg you, therefore, sir, to take notice of this in your 
report. "I have the honor to be, sir, youre," &c. 
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On perusing tlie subjoined resolutions and letter to the King 
of France, a just conception will be entertained of the Ligh 
consideration in which the chevalier was held by the United 
States in Congress assembled. They are enflicient to refute all 
the calumnies circulated against him by his enemies : 

"In Cokoerss, October IfiiA, HSY. 

" Mesolned unanimomhj, That a medal of gold bo struck, and presented 
to the Chevaliei' Jolin Paul Jones, in conunemoi'ation of the valor and 
brilliant services of that officer, in the command of a aqimdron of American 
and French ahipa under the flag and commission of the United States, off 
the coast of Great Britain, ia the lat« war; and that the Hon. Mr, 
Jefferson, Minister Plenipotentiary of the United States at the court of 
Vei'sailles, have the same executed, with the proper devices. 

"Eesolved, That a letter be written to His Most Christian Majesty, 
informing him that the United States in Congi-ess assembled have bestowed 
upon the Chevalier John Paul Jones this medal, as well in consideration 
of the distinguished marks of approbation which His Majesty has been 
pleased to confer upon that officer, as from a sense of his merit : and that, 
as it is his earnest desire to acquire greater knowledge in his profession, it 
would be acceptable to Congress, that His Majesty would be pleased to 
permit him to embark with his fleete of evolution, convinced that he can 
no where else so well acquire that knowledge which may hereafer render 
him more extensively useful. 

" Ordered, That the Secretai'j for Foreign Afiairs prepare a letter for 
the above pui'pose, to be signed by the President ; and that the Clievalier 
Jones he the bearer of the said letf«r. 



"In Congress, October IQtlt, lISl 

" The Secretary for Foreign Aifaii's reports : 

" That, agi'eeably to the ordei' of the 16th, he hath prepared the follow- 
ing letter to His Most Christian Majesty, which, having been duly signed 
and countersigned, was delivered to the Chevaher John Paul Jones : 

" Great and Beloved Friei-u, 

" We, the United States in Congress assembled, in consideration of the 
distinguished marks of approbation with which your Majesty has been 
pleased to honor the Chevalier John Paul Jones, as well as from a sense 
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of Ilis iiiei'it, have unanimously directed a medal of gold to be i-tiuck and 
preseEted to him, ia commemotation of hw valoi and buUwnt set'vices, 
while commanding a squadron of French and Amencan shi^is under our 
flag and commission, off the coast of Great Bntain, m flie late wai 

" Aa it is hia earoeat deare to acquire gi eater knowledge m his profes- 
sion, we cannot forbear requesting of yoiu' Mdjcf-ty to permit him to 
embark in your fleets of evolution, where only it will he piobobly in his 
power to acquire that degree of knowledge which may hereafter render 
him more extensively useful. 

" Permit us to repeat to your Majesty onr sincere assurances, that the 
vaiions and important benefits for which we are indebted to your ft'iend- 
ship will never cease to intei'est us in whatever may concern the happiness 
of your Majesty, your family, and people. 

"We pray God to keep you, oar great and beloved friend, under his 
holy protection. 

" Done at the city of New York, the sisteeuth day of October, in the 
year of our Lord, 1787, and of our sovereignty and independence 
the 12t3i." 



"In Congress, Ociohe-r 25th, 1687. 

"Mesolved, That &s minister of the United States, at the Court of 
VeiBailles, he and he hereby is authoiTsed and instructed, to represent to 
His Danish Majesty, tiat the United States continue to 1m very sensibly 
affected by fhe circumstance of His Majesty having caused a number of 
their prizes to he delivered to Great Britain during the late war, and the 
more so, aa no part of their conduct had forfeited their claim to those 
rights of hospitality which civilized nations extend to each other. Tliat 
not only a sense of the justice due to the individuals interested in those 
prizes, hut also an earnest desire that no subject of discontent may check 
the cultivation and progress of that friendship which they wish may subsist 
and increase between the two countries, prompt the United States to remind 
His Majesty of the transaction in quKition ; and they flatter themselvea 
that His Majesty will concur with them in thinking tiiat, aa restitution of 
tlie prizes is not practicable, it is reasonable and just that he should render, 
and that they should accept, a compensation equivalent to the value of 

" That the said minister be autiiorized and instructed to settle and con- 
clude the demand of the United States against His Danish Majesty, on 
account of the prizes aforesaid, by such composition and on sucii terms as 
may be the best in his power to obtain ; and that he be directed to rettun 
in his hands all the money so recovered till the further order of Cougi'eas : 
18 
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" That the a^d minister be and he is heiehy aufhoriKed, in case he shall 
think it proper, to despatch the Chevalier John Paul Jones, or any other 
agent, to the Court of Denmark, wilJi such powers and instructions relative 
to the above-mentioned negotiation as, in his judgment, may be most con- 
ducive to the successftil i^ue thereof; provided, that the ultimate conclu- 
sion of the business he not made hy the agent witbout the previous appro- 
bation of the said minister : 

"That tie person employed shall, for his agency in the business afore- 
swd, he allowed 5 per cent, for all expenses and demands whatever, on 
that account 

" Ordered, That the Board of Treasury transmit to the Minister of the 
United States at the Court of Versaillea all the necessary documents rela- 
tive to the prizes delivered up by Denmark. 

"In Congress, October 26i^ IISY. 
'^Ordered, That the Secretaiy of Congress inform the Chevaher John 
Paul Jones that the business relative to the prizes taken during the late 
■war, and sent to Denmark, is put under the management of the Hon. 
Thomas Jefferson, Minister of the United States at the Court of Versailles, 
and that he furnish Mr. Jones with a co])y of such pait of the Itesolution 
as vespecls the appointment of an agent by Mr. Jeffewon, relative to the 
said prizes." 

Chevalier Jones, in embarMiig again for Europe, evidenliy 
had some dread of falling into the power of the British. From 
what this apprehension proceeded is uncertain ; whether from 
incidents in his life, prior to his entering the American sei'viee, 
or from the injmy he had inflicted on British subjects during 
the Eevolutionary war. It could hardly have been the latter ; 
for honored and protected as he was, by both America and 
France, it is not likely he would have apprehended molestation 
or capture for having participated in the war of the Eevolution. 
Whatever the ground of his fears may have been, it is ceiiain 
that he entertained them : for writing to Jlr. Jefferson from 
l^ew York, on the 24th of October, 1787, he said, " I should 
have embarked in the packet that will sail for Havre to-morrow 
morning ; but an account having arrived here that the English 
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fleet is out, and was seen steering to the westward, and that a 
British squadron is cruising in the Noi'th Sea, has induced me 
with the advice of my friends, to postpone my emharkation till 
the next opportunity, an American ship, about the beginning of 
next month." 

The Chevalier reached Paris, in December, 1787, when he 
sent to Mr. Jefferson the annexed private note. What his 
" strong reasons " for temporary seclusion were, do not 
appeal- ;— 



(Private) "Hotel de Beauvais, rue des vieux Augustines. 

"Pans, December I2iA, 1787. 
"His Excellencj Thomas Jkffebson, Esq, 

" SlB, 

" I am just aiiived here from England. I left New York the 11th of 
JUovember, and have brought public despatches and a number of private 
letters for you. I would have waited on you immediately, instead of 
writing, but I have several strmtg reasons for desiring tliat no pereon 
should know of my being here till I have seen you, and been favored with 
your advice on the step I ought to pursue. I have a letter froili Congress 
to the King, and perhaps you will thint it advisable not to present it at 
this moment. I shall not go out tall I hear fiom, or see you. And, as 
the people in this hotel do not know my name, you will please to ask 
for tlie gentleman just arrived, who is lodged in No. 1. 

"I am, with great esteem and respect, &o." 



When Jones was in Europe in 1783, he was, by a letter from 
Dr. Fi-anklin, of the 17th of December of that year, authorized 
and directed to solicit justice from the Court of Denmai-k, in 
relation to the prizes sent into Bergen, and i-estored to the 
British. As far back as the 22d of December, 1779, Dr. 
Franklin had addressed a memorial to the prime minister of 
Denmark on the same subject. That paper is so characteristic 
of the philosophical turn of mind of om' illustrious countryman, 
that it is offered to the perusal of the reader : — 
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Memorial smt to t/te Prime Minister of Denmo,rh hy B. S'rankUn, 
Minister of the United States of America at Faris, respecting the 
prizes ffiven up hy Denmark to the English. 

"Passy, near Paris, December 22d, 1770. 
"Sib, 

" I have received letter from M. de Chezaulx, Consul of France at 
Bergen in Norway, acquainting me tliat two ships, viz. the Betsey and the 
Union, prizes taken ftom the English on their coasts by Capt. Landais, 
commander of t!ie Alliance frigate, appertaining to the United States of 
North America ; which prizes having met with bad weather atsoa, that 
had damaged their rigging, and occasioned leafe, and b^ng weakly 
manned, had taken shelter in the supposed neutral port of Bergen, in 
order to repfur their damages, procure an additional ntunher of sailors, 
and the necessary refreshments ; that they were in the said poll, enjoying 
as they conceived the common rights of hospitality established and 
practised by civilized nations, under the care of the above said consul, 
when on the 28th of October laat, the said ships with their cai^es and 
papers, were suddenly seized by the officers of His Majesty, the King of 
Denmark, to whom the said port belongs, the American officers and 
seamen turned out of their possession, and the whole delivered to the 
English consul. 

"M. de Chezaulx has also sent me the following as a translation 
of Bis Majesty's order, by which the above proceedings are said' to be 
authorized, viz. : 

'"The Enghsh minister having insisted on the restitution of the two 
vessels captured by the American frigate the Alliance, Oapt^n Landais, 
and which have been brought into Berghen, viz., the Betsey of Liverpool, 
and the Union of London, his Majesty has gtanted the demand on the 
ground that he has not yet recognised the independence of the colonies 
associated against England, and because the vessels could not be considered 
as good and lawful piizes, the two said vessels are therefore declared free, 
and have liberty to depart immediately with their cargoes.' 

" By a subsequent letter from the same consul I am informed that a tlurd 
prize belonging to the said United States, viz., the Charming Polly, which 
arrived at Bergen after the others, had also been sazed and delivered up 
in the same manner, and that all the people of the three vessels being 
thus stript of their property, (for every one of them had an interest in the 
prizes,) were turned on shore to shift for themselves, without money, in 
a strange place, no provision being made for their subsistence, or for 
sending them hack to their country. Permit me. Sir, to observe on this 
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occasion, that the United States of Amewca have no wai' bnt with the 
EnglisL They have never done any injuiy to other nations, pai-tJcularly 
none to the Danish nation ; on the eontraiy, they aie in some degree its 
benefactors, as they have opened a ti'ade of which the English made a 
monopoly, and of which the Danes may now have their share, and by 
dividing the British empire have made it less dangerous to its neighbors. 
They conceived that every nation whom they had not offended, was by 
the rights of humanity their friend ; they confided in the hospitality of 
Denmai'k, and thought themselves and their property safe when under the 
roof of his Danish Majesty. But they find themselves strict of that 
property, and the same ^ven up to their enemies, on the principle only 
that no acknowledgement had yet been formally made by Denmark of the 
independence of the United States, which is to say, that there is no obli- 
gation of justice towards any nation, with whom a treaty promising the 
same has not been previously made. This was indeed the doctrine of 
andeut barbarians ; a doctrine long since exploded, and wHcIi it would 
not be for the honor of the present age to revive ; and it is hoped that 
Denmark will not by supporting and persisting in this decision obtained 
of hia Majesty apparently by surprise be the first modem nation that shall 
attempt to revive it.* 

" The United States oppressed by, and in war with one of the most 
ions of Europe, may well be supposed incapable in their 
t infant state, of exacting justice from other nations not disposed to 
grant it ; but it is in human nature that injuries as well as benefits 
received in times of weakness and disti'ess, national aa well as pereonal, 
make deep and lasting impressions ; and those ministei's are wise who 
look into futurity, and quench the first sparks of misunderstanding 
between two nations, which, neglected, may in time grow into a flame, 
all the consequences whereof no human prudence can foresee, which 
may produce much mischief to both, and cannot possibly produce any 
good' to ather. 

" I beg leave through your Elxeellency to submit tliese considerations to 
the wisdom and justice of His Danish Majesty, whom I ii " ' ' 



* " Lea Anoiens," (says Vattel in his exoellenl 
' lie se oroyoionl tenua a rien envera las peiiples qui ae It 
:TBit4 d'aniitil, enHo la voix de ia natute ee fit entendre a 
9 hommes ^toienl fieres." An ioji 



■niitled "Ic droit des gena,") 

□pies civilises ; iU 
of the 3. 



Btrongeat terms. Hist. 



e English in the East Indies, Gi'otiua tells us, " no 
IS, qui Boutenoient rjue par les anciennes loiK d'Angleterre, 
ce Royaume lea outrages oonlre les Strangers qnand il n'y 
ntiaol^e aveo eus." Bnt this principle he condemns in the 
19 troubles dea Pays-has, livre XVI. 
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scad who, I hope, will consider and repeal tie order above rerated, and 
that if the prizes which I hereby reclaim in behalf of the United States 
of America, are not actually goiie to England, they may be stopt and* 
redelivered to M. de Oheaaulx, the said consul of Finance at Bergen, in 
whose care they before were, with, liberty to depart for America when the 
season shall permit. But if they shall be already gone tb England, 
I must then reclaim from His Majesty's equity the valne of the said three 
prizes, which is estimated at 50,000^, sterling, but which may be regulated 
by the best information (hat can by any means be obtained. 
"I am with the greatest respect, &c. 

"B. rEANKLiN, Minister Plen." 

Tlie Chevalier now received a regiilai- appointment from Mr. 
Jefferson ; who, it is believed, drew up a memorial which Jones 
carried with him. Among the papers furnished to the author 
by Ml-. Jefferson is a memorandum, in the handwriting of Mr. 
Jefferson, of references to pai-tic\ilar passages of the works of 
Grotins and other eminent writers on the law of nations, 
intended for the Chevalier's use, when he should ai'rive at 
Copenhagen. Thia commission ran thus : — 

" To John Paul Jo^"ES, Esq., Commodore in the sevvico of the United 
States of America. 

" The United States of Ameiica in Oongi'ess assembled, having thought 
proper by their resolve of the 25th of October, 1787, to anthorize and 
instruct me finally to settle and conclude all demands of the United States, 
against His Majesty the King of Denmark, on account of the prizes 
delivered to Great Britain during the late war ; — and to despatch your- 
self or any other agent, to the oonrt of Denmark, with such powere and 
instructions i-elative thereto, as I inight think proper, provided the 
ultimate conclusion of the business be not made by the sfai agent, without 
my previous approbation, I hereby authorize you to proceed fo tlie court 
of Denmark, for the purpose of making the necessary representations on 
the subject, and for confening thereon witli such persona as shall be 
appointed on that behalf by tlie said court, and for agreeing provisionally 
on the arrangement to be taken, transmitting the same to me at Paris for 
final approbation. 

" Given under my hand and seal at Paris, this 24th day of January, in 
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the year of oui- Lord 1Y88, and of the independence of the United States 
of America, the twelfth. 

" Th. Jeffersok," 



The chevalier proeeerled on his mission. His health, it 
seems, had suffered on the way to his destinatioo, pTO"biibly 
from the severity of the weather. From the capital of Denmark, 
where he was ti-eated with the most distinguished marks of 
regard, lie wi'ote to "Mr. Jefferson as follows : 



" Copmhagcrt, March 11th, 1788. 
"His Excellency Thomas Jeffehson, Esq. 
" Sra, 

" I have been so much indisposed since my arrival here, the 4th, from 
file fatigue and excessive cold I suffered on tlie road, that I hare been 
obliged to confine myself almost constantly to my chamber. I have kept 
my bed for several days ; but I now feel myself better, and hope the 
danger is over. On my arrival I paid my respects to the minister of 
France ; he received me with gi'eat kindness. We went five days ago to 
the minister of foreign affaire, I was much flattered with my reception, and 
our conveiBation was long and very particular respecting America and the 
new. con.ttitiition, of whiek I presented a copy ; he observed, that it had 
struck him as a very dangerous power to make tiie President commander- 
in-chief; in other respects it appeared to please hira much, as leading to 
a near and sure treaty of commerce between America and Denmiik it 
was a day of public business, and I could not do moie than present your 
letter. I shall follow the business closely. In a few d'»ys when I am 
re-established in health, I am to be presented to the whole court, ind to 
Bup with tke king. I shall after tiiat be presented to ill the c ips dijlo 
matic, and other peraons of distinction here : I am infimtely miebted ti 
the attentions I received flwm the minist«i- of France. I made tiie inquiry 
you desired in Holland, and should then have written to you in conse- 
quence, had I not been assured by authority (M. Van Staphorst) that 1 
eould not doubt, that letters had been sent ypu on the subject, that could 
not fail of giving you satisfaction. Mr. Van Staphorst was very obliging, 

" At Hambuig I ordered the smoked beef you deau^d to be sent to you, 
to the care of the American agent at Havi'e do Grace r you have nothing 
to do but receive it, paying what littie chaises may be on it. 

" My ill health and fatigue on the road hindered me from preparing 
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the extract of tlie engagement. When yon see Mr. Little Page, I p 
you to [ji'esent my khid compljmenta. It is said here, that the I 
confides the command of her fleet, that will pass the sound, to Admiral 
Greg ; and that he means to call at an English port to take prOTisioiis, &c. 
The Hamburg papei's, I am fold, have announced the death of Dr. 
Fi'anklin ; I shall be extremely concerned if the account proves true — God 
forbid ! The departure of the post obliges me to conclude. I anj, with a 
deep sense of your kind attachment, 

" Sir, youi's," &c. 



On the IStJi of tlie same niontli he again wrote to the 
American minister at Paris : 



" Copenhagen, March lUh, 1788. 
" His JEscellency Thomas Jefferson, Esq. 
"Sir, 
"Yesterday his excellency the Baron de la Ilouze, minister plenipoten- 
tiary of France at this court, did mo the honor to present me publicly to 
hia majesty, the royal family, and chief personages at the royal palace 
here. I had a yery polite and distinguished reception, The queen 
dowager conversed ivith me for some time, and said the most civil things. 
Her majesty has a dignity of person and deportment which becomea her 
well, and which she has the secret to reconcile with gi'eat affability and 
ease. The princess royal is a charming person, and the graces ai'o so 
much her own, that it is impossible to see and conveise witli her without 
paying to her that homage which artleas heauty iuid good nature will ever 
command. All the royal femily spote to me except the king, who speaks 
to no peraon when presented. His majesty saluted me with great 
complaisance at first, and aa often afterward as we met in the course of 
the evening. The prince royal is greatly beloved, and esti'emely affable : 
he asked me a number of pertinent questioiw re'^pecting America I had 
the honor to be invited to sup with his mijpsty and the royal famdy The 
company at table consisting of seientv ladies and gentlemen including 
the rayaJ family, the ministers of state foreign imhassalora i&c was very 
brilliant. The death of Dr. Fiankhn seems to ho genenlly believed 
Every person I have spoken with it couit I'mients the event a." a miifoi 
tune to human nature. I have had * second ujnfeienee with the mini ter 
of foreign affaii'S, but nothing is let done I will piess him to conclude 
I am so continually feasted, and have so nianj visits to pa\ ind recene, 
(hat I have scarcely a moment to i^ll mj onn and the d paituie of the 
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post does nol now affoi'd me the time necessary to compare tlie whole of 
my last. I have received no letter whatever sinoe I came here. 

" I am, with groat esteem and respect, Sir, yours," ifec. 



" His Eioellency Tiiom 



" Giypenlmgm, March 20t?i, ll88. 

s Jetfebson, "Esq. 



"I embrace the occasion of a young gentleman juat aimed heieexpi^s 
from St. Petei'aburg, and who sets out immediately expiets for Pans, to 
transmit you the foregoing copy of my last of the IStli I have wutteii 
to Norway, and expect a satisfactory answer. The minister of France is 
surprised to Lave had no object irom Versailles respecting me I piay 
you, and so does he, to push that point immediately. The minister of 
foreign affeiis will receive me ou Saturday. Please to present my kmd 
compliments to Mr. Little Page. If there is aiiytliing new from that 
quaiter you will no doubt commucicate it. 

" I am, sincerely, joui'.," &l 



" CopenlMgen, March i5th, 1738. 
"His Excellency Thomas Jefferson, Esq. 
"Sia, 
" I propose lo send the present, under cover, to Messieure Nicholas and 
Jacob Van Staphorst of Amsterdam ; presuming you may be tliere by the 
time they will receive it If you ai'e not aiTived, or fully expected to 
ai'rive there in a day or two, they will bo requested to forwai'd you my 
letter. My mission here is not yet at an end, but fJie miiiistsr has 
promised to determine soon, and I liave wiote to claim that promise. 
Befoi'e you can receive this, Monsieur de Semolin will have infoirmed you 
that your proposal to him, and his application on that idea, have been well 
received. The matiar is eommuuicated to me here, in the most flattering 
expressions, by a letter I have received from his excellency the Baron de 
Krudener. There seems, ' howevei', to remain some difficulty respecting 
the letter of Monsieur de Semolin's pioposal, though it is accepted, in ■ 
swbafance, with au appearance of great satisfection. I find myself under 
the necessity of setting out for SL Petarsbuig through Sweden, in a few 
days, instead of returning firat, as was my wish and intention, to Paiis. I 
hope in tlie mean time to receive a satisfactory answer, which I shall duly 
communicate to you. Tour future lettei's for me you will please to send 
under cover, to the minister of France at Petersburg, or ratter deliver 
tiiem to Monsieur de Semolin, to whom I tender my sincere and respectful 
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tlianlia for his good offices, which I shall ever remember with pleasure and 
gi'atitude, and which I shall always he amhiiioiis to merit I esteem 
myself also much indebted to Mr. Little Page, and hope I may one day 
convinee him how sensible I am of his friendly behavior. I say nothing 
at present of your attachment, but my feelings do you justice. 

" I am, with unbounded esteem and sincere regard," &c. 

Jones did not remain long at Copenhagen, but wliilst there 
he pressed the business entrusted to him with his nsnal ai'dor. 
The Danish Court, either from a fear of oifending Great 
Britain, or a desire to procrastinate, pleaded a want of full 
powers in the chevalier to ti'eat, and transferred the negotiation 
to Paris, as will be seen in the subjoined correspondence with 
Count Bematorff. Jones was impatient to go to Russia, whose 
sovereign, the celebrated Catharine H., had invited him 
thither by the most flattering promises of patronage. It was 
Mr. Jefferson who onginally pi-ojected for the chevalier this 
adventure, which so admirably accorded with his ehivalric 
disposition. 

" Copenhagen, March 2Uh, 1788. 
"His Excellency M. le Comte de EEitNSTOBFF, Knight J 
of the order of the Elephant, Secretniy of State > 



"StR, 

" Fi'om tlie act of Congress (the act by which I am honored with a 
gold medal) I had the honor to show your excellency the 21st of this 
month, as well as from the convei'sation that followed, you must be 
convinced that circumstances do not permit me to remain here ; but that 
I am under a necessity either to return to France, or proceed to Russia. 
As the minister of the United States, at Paris, gave me the perusal of the 
packet he wrote by aie, and which I had the honor to present to you on 
my arrival here, it is needless to go into any detail on the object of my 
mission to this com-t, which Mr. Jefferson has pai-ticularly explained. The 
promise you have given me of a prompt and espUcit decision from this 
conrt, on the act of Congress of the 26ih of Octobei- last, inspires me with 
fiill confidence. I have been very particular in communicating to the 
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United States all the polite attentions with which I have been honored al 
this court ; aiid they will learn with great pleasure the kind reception I 
had from you. I felicitate myself on being the instniment to settle the 
delicate national huaineaa in queation, with a minister who conciliates the 
views of the wise statesman, with the noble sentimenta and cultivated 
mind of the true philosophei' and man of lettei's. 

" I have the honor to be, with great respect, yours, &c 

" Copenhagen, March 30th, 1788. 
" His Excellency M. le Coiiite de BESNSTOBrF. 
"Sir, 
" Your silence on the subject of my mission from the United States to 
this court leaves me in the most pwaful suspense ; the more so as I have 
made your excellency acquainted with the promise I am under, to proceed 
as soon as posable to St. Petersbui^h, This being the ninth year since 
the three prizes ^claimed by the United States were seized upon in, the 
port of Bergen, in Norway, it is to be presumed, that this coiirt has long 
snce taken an laltimate resolution respecting the compensation demanded 
by Congress. Though I am extremely sensible of the favorable leception 
with which. I have been distinguished at this coui't, and am paitiiularly 
flattered by the polite attentions with whioh yon have honored me at e^eiy 
conference, yet I have remarked, with great concern, that you have never 
led the conversation to the object of my mission here. A man of your 
liberal sentiments will not, iiherefore, be surprised or offended at my plain 
dealing, when I repeat that limpatiently expect a prompt and categorical 
answer, in writing, trom this court, to the act of Congress of the 25tli of 
October last. Both my duty and the circumstances of my situation, con- 
strain me to make this demand, in the name of my sovereign the United 
States of America; but I beseech you to believe, that though I am 
extremely tenacions of the honor of the American flag, yet my personal 
interest in the decision I now aslc, would never have induced me to present 
myself to this court. You are too just, sir, to delay my business here ; 
which would put me rniAet the necessity to break the promise I have 
made to Her Imperial Majesty, conformable to your advice. 

" I have the honor to be, wiili gi'cat respect, &c." 

" Cojtmhaffcn, April itk, 1788. 
" The Chevalier Paul Jones, Commander in Chief ) 
of the Squadron of the United States of America. ) 



" You have requested of n 
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honor to remit to me fram Mr. Jefferson, minister plenipotisnUary of the 
United States of Ameiiea, near His Most Christian Majesty. I do it with 
so much more pleasure, as you have inspired me with as much interest, as 
confidence, and this occasion appears to me fevorable to malte known the 
sentiments of the king my master, on the objects to whidi we attach so 
much importance. ITothing can be further from the plans and the wishes 
of His Majesty, than to let fall a negotdation which has only been sus- 
pended in consequence of circumstances arising from the necessity of 
maturing & new situation, so as to enlighten himself on their reciprocal 
intei'eats, and to avoid the inconvenience of a predpitate and imperfect 
an'aiigement, I am authorized, sir, to give yon, and through you to Mr. 
Jefferson, the word of the Iring, that His Majesty will renew the negotia- 
tion for a treaty of amity and commerce in the forms already agreed upon, 
at the instant the new constitution (this admirable plan, so wortiiy of the 
most enlightened men,) will have been adopted by the States, to which 
nothing more was wanted to assnre to itself a perfect consideration. If it 
has not been possible, sh', to discuss definitively with you, neither the 
principal object nor its accessaries, the idea of eluding the question, or of 
retarding the dedsion, had not the least part in it. I have ah'eady had 
the honor to espreas to you, in our conversations, that your want of pleni- 
potentiary powers fi'om Congrraa, was a natural and invincible obstacle. It 
would be, hkewise, contrary to the established custom to change the seat 
of negotiation, wliich has not been broken ofij but only suspended, thereby 
to transfer it from Paris to Copenhagen. 

" 1 have only one more fevor to ask of you, sir, tiiat you would be the 
interpretei' of our sentiments in regard to the United States. It would ba 
a source of gratification to me to thinlt that what I have said to you on 
this subject, cai-ries with it tliat conviction of the truth which it merits. 
"We desire to form with them connexions sohd, useftil, and essential ; we 
wish to establish them on bases natural and immovable. The momentaiy 
clouds— the ineei-titudes which the misfoi'tunes of the times brought with 
them, exist no longer. We should no longer recollect it, but to feel in a 
more lively manner the happiness of a more fortunate period ; and show 
oureelves mora eager to prove the dispositions most proper to effect a 
union, and to procure redproeaUy the advantages which a sincere alliance 
can afford, and of which the two countiies aj'e susceptible. These are the 
sentiments which I can pomiae you, sir, on our part, and we flatter our- 
selves to find them hkewise in America; nothing then can retard the 
conclusion of an arrangement, which I am happy to see so far advanced. 

"Permit me to repeit to you, sn again, the assurances of the perfect 
and distinguished consideiation wifh which, 

I have the honor to be, &c." 

" BERNSTOBrF." 
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" Copenhagen, April 5, 1788. 
"Ilia Excellency M. le Gomte bk Behkstokitj', &c. 
"Sir, 
"I pray your excellency to inform me when I can have the honor to 
wait on you, to receive the letter you have heen tind enough to promise 
to write me in-answer to the act of Congress of the 25th of October last 
As you have told me that my want of plenipotentiary powers to terminate, 
ultknately, the business now on the carpet between this court and the 
United States has determined you to authorize tlie Baron de Blome to 
negotiate and settle the same with Mr. Jefferson at Paris, and to conclude 
at the same time an advantageous treaty of commerce between Denmark 
and the United States ; my business here will of course be at an end when 
I shall have received your letter, and paid you my thanks in person for the 
veiy polite attentions with which you have honored me, 

" I am, with gieat respect, &c." 



" Gopenhagen, April 8th, 1';! 
"His Excellency Thomas Jrfferson, Esq. 



" By my letters to the Count de EernstorfT, and his excellency's answer, 
you see that my business here is at an end. If I have not filially concluded 
the object of my mission, it is neither your fault nor mine : the powera I 
received ai'e found insufScieut, and you could not act otherwise than was 
prescribed in your instructions. Thus it frequently happens, that good 
opportunities are lost when the supreme power does not place a sufficient 
confidence in the distant operations of pnbhc officers, whether civil or mili- 
tary. I have, however, tlie melancholy satiafaotion (o reflect that I have 
been received and tj'eated here with a distinction far above the pretensions 
of my pubhc misaon ; and I felicitate myself sincerely on being, at my 
own expense, (and even at the peril of my life, for my suffennga, flom the 
inclemency of the weather, and my want of proper means to guard tg'unst 
it on the journey, were inexpressible ; and I believe, from what I yet teel, 
will continue to affect my constitution,) the instrument to renew the 
negotiation between this country and the United States : the more so, as 
the honor is now reserved for you to display your great abilities and 
integrity by the completion and improvement of what Dr. Franklin had 
wisely begun. I have done, then, what pei-haps no other peraon would 
have undertaken under the same circumstances ; and while I have the 
consolation to hope that the United States wiU derive solid advantages 
from my journey and efforts here, I rest perfectly satisfied that tlie 
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interests of the brave men I commanded will e\petienee m you 
attention, and that the American flag can lose none of ila lustie, but the 
contrary, while its honor is confided to you. Ameiica being a, joung 
nation, with an increasing commerce, which will naturally pioduce a navy, 
I please myself witli the hope, that in the ti'eaty you are about to con- 
clude with Denmark, yoii will find it easy and highly advantageous to 
include certain ailicles for admitting America into the armed neutrality. 
I persuade myself beforehand, that this would afford pleasure to the 
Empi'eaa of Russia, who is at the head of fjhat noble and humane combina- 
tion ; and as I shall now set out immediately for St. Petersburg, I will 
mention the idea to her Imperial Majesty, and let you know hi 

" If Congress should thinlt I deserve the promotion that wa 
when I was last in America, and should condescend to confer 
grade of rear-admiral, from the day I took the Serapis, (23d of September, 
1779,) I am persuaded it would be very agreeable to the Empi 
now deigns to offer me an equa! rank in her service, although I i 
had the honor to draw my sword in her cause, nor to do any other act 
that could directly merit her impeiial benevolence. "While I express, in 
the ivai'm effusion of a grateful heart, tJie deep sense I feel of my eternal 
obligation to yoii, as the author of the honorable prospect that is now 
before me, I must rely on your friendship to justify to the United States 
the important step I now take, conformable to your advice. You know I 
had no idea of this new fortune when I fouud that you bad put it in 
tr^, before my last return to Paris from America. I have not forsaken 
a countiy that has had many disinterested and difficult proofe of mj 
steady affection ; and I can never renounce the glorious title of a citizen 
of the United States f 

" It is true, I have not the express permission of the sovereignty to 
accept the offer of Her Imperial Majesty ; yet America is independent, is 
in perfect peace, has no pubUo employment for my military talents ; but 
why should I excuse a conduct which I should rather hope would meet 
witb general approbation? lii the latter part of the year 1783, Congress 
passed an act for my embarkation in the fleet of His Most Christian 
Majesty ; and when, a few months ago, I left America to return to Europe, 
I was made the beai'er of a letter to His Most Christian Majesty, requesting 
me to be permitted to embark in the fleets of evolution. Why did Con- 
gress pass those acts ! To facilitate my improvement in the art of con- 
ducting fleets and military operations. I am, then, conforming myself to 
the views of Oongi'ess ; but the roll allotted me is infinitely more high and 
difficult than Congress intended. Instead of receiving lessons from able 
masters, in the theoiy of wai-, I am called to immediate praetiee ; where I 
must command in chie^ conduct the roost difficult operations, be mj own 
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preceptor, and instruct otters. Congress will allow me souie merit in 
daiing to encounter sneli multiplied difficulties. The mark I mentioned 
of the approbation of that honorable body, would he exti'emely flattering 
to me in the cai'eer I am now to pursue, and would stimulate all my 
ambition to acquire the necessaiy talents to merit that, and even greater 
favors, at a future day. I pray you, air, to explain the circumstances of 
my situation, and be the interpreter of my sentiments to tlie United States 
in Congress. I ask for nothing; and beg leave to be understood only as 
having hinted, what is natural to conceive, that the mark of approbation I 
mentioned could not fail to be infinitely serviceable to my views and su&- 
cess in the countiy where I am gomg 

" The Prince Itoyal sent me a messenger, requesting me to come to his 
apaj-tmont^ Bis Eoyal Highness said a gi-eat manj cml thmgs to mo, 
told me the King thanked me for my attention and civil behaviour to the 
Dmish flag, while I commanded in the Emopean seas , and that His 
Majesty wished for occasions to testify to mn his perwnal e°teem, &c. I 
was alone with the Prince half an houi 

" I am, ■ftith perfect esteem, &c." 



In 1T88 the Ktissians 'wei'e at ■war witli the Tiirbs, and want- 
ing naval talent, sought and piocuied it -wheie-^ei it was to be 
found. Among others, it is not siu-prising that Jones should 
Lave attracted the notice of so enlightened a ruler as Catharine. 
He went to St. Petersburg, and no longer opposing the wishes 
of the Empress, attached himself to her semce, under this single 
condition, " that he should never be condemned unheai'd." So 
expeditious was he in his movements, that we find him, in the 
month of June, 1788, writing a letter from on board a Russian 
man-of-war, on the Linian sea, to the Marquis de la Fayette. 
It contains an account of his passage through Sweden to St. 
.■g, and of Ilia reception by the Empress : — 



"Oft hoard the Imperial ship Wolodimei; at anchor in the 
Liman, before Ocmcoff, June 15-26, 1788. 
" Monsieur le Makqcis bb la Fayettb, Major General et Chevalier ) 
des plusieurs Ordres, a son Hotel, '& Paris. ) 
" My deal' Genei'sl and dear Friend, 
"The kind letter you did me the honor to write me, tlie 20th of April, 
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was delivered to roe at St. Elizabeth, on my way here from St, Petersburg. 
It was very flattering to me to receive such a letter from a man whom I 
so much love and respect as I do, and have long done the Mai'quis de la 
Fayette. You will yourself do justjce to my sensibility fov all your good 
offices and good intentions, so I need only say, I shall always be ambitJous 
to merit tlie flattering compUment with which you honor me by subscrib- 
ing youreelf my ' sincere friend.' 

"I must tell you that Mr. Elhot (the same who filched Dr. Lee's papers 
at Berlin,) was furiou'9 when he found my business at Copenhagen ; and 
that I was received with great distinction at court, and in all the best socie- 
ties in Denmark. Every time I was invit«d to sup with the King, Elliot 
made an apology ; he shut himself up for more than a month, and then 
left town. This occasioned much laughter ; and as he had shunned 
society from the time of my arrival, people said he had gone off in a fright ; 
I hope Mr. Jeffei'son is satisfied with the train in which I left the Danish 
business. It would have been impossible for me to have pushed it any 
farther as I had not ftill powers to conclude it finally. 

" I went through Sweden to St, Petcrsbui^, The advanced season did 
not permit my return to Paiis, the distance would have been too Ipng 
through Germany, and Elliot had influenced the Enghsh to put difficulties 
in the way of my passage to the Baltic. I found the Gulf de Bofcnea 
barred with ice, and after malting several fruitless attempts to cross it in a 
small open boat (about 30 feet long), I compelled the Swedish peasants 
to steer as I directed them, for the Gulf of Finland; after about four or 
five hundred miles of navigation, I landed at Reval, and having paid the 
peasants to their satisfitction, I gave tliem a good pilot, with some provi- 
sion, to reconduct them to their home. My voyage was looked upon as 
a kind of miracle, being what never had been attempted before, unless in 

" The Empress received me witi a distinction the most flattering that 
perhaps any stranger can boast of. On entering into tlie Russian service, 
her Majesty conferred on me immediately the grade of Ifeai-Admiral, I 
was detained against my will a fortnight, and continually feasted at court 
and in the first society. This was a cmel grief to the Enghsh, and I own 
that their vexation, which, I believe, was general, in and about St. Peters- 
burg, gave me no pain. 

" I presented the Empress with a copy of the new American constitn- 
tion. Her Majesty spoke to me often about the United States, and is 
d that the American revolution cannot fail to h-ing ohout others, 
infiv,ence every other government, I mentioned the armed neutrality 
so honorably patronised by Her Majesty; and I am pei'suaded that no 
difSculty will be made about admitting the United States into that 
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illnstiioiis association, bo soon as America shall have built some ships-of- 
war. I spoke of it to the Danish minister of foreign afiaits, wlio seemed 
pleased wit!i the idea. 

"The United States have some commei'ce with Eussia, which perhaps 
we may he ahle to increase. I should think whale oil, dried fish, 
speiTOaceti, and rice, may be articles to suit the Russia maiiet ; if the 
Mediterranean was not shut to the American flag, many articles might be 
supplied to the Russian fleet, now destined for the Aichipelago. I 
certainly wish to be useful to a countiy I have so long served, I love the 
people and their cause, and shaU always rejoice when I can be useful to 
promote their happiness. 

" I am glad that the new constitution will be, as you tell me, adopted by 
more than nine states. I hope, however, they will alter some parts of it; 
and particularly that they will divest the President of all military rank 
and command; for though General Washington might be safely trusted 
with such tempting power as the chief command of the fleet and army, 
yet, depend on It, in some other hands it could not feil to overset the 
liberties of America. The President should he only the first civil Magis- 
trate, let him command the military wth the pen ; but deprive him of 
the power to draw his sword and lead them, under some plausible 
pretext, or under any drcumstances whatever, to cut the throats of a part 
of his fellow-citizens, and to make him the tyrant of the rest These are 
not my apprehensions alone, for I have mentioned them to many men 
of sense and learning since I saw you, and I have found them all of the 
same sentiment, 

"What are you about, my deai' General? Are you. so absorbed in 
politics as to be insensible to glory ) That is impossible, qtiit then your 
divine Calypso, come here, and pay your court once more to Bellona, who, 
you are sure, will receive you as her fevorite. You would he charmed 
with the Prince de Potemkin. He is a most amiable man, and none can 
be more noble-minded. 

" For the Empress, fame has never yet done her justice. I am sure no 
stranger who has not known that illustiious eharacfei', ever conceived how 
much Her Majesty is made to reign over a great empire, to make the 
people happy, and to attach grateful and susceptible minds. 

" Is not the present a happy moment for France to declare foi' Russia ? 
Would it not be a means to retrieve her dignity, and to re-establish the 
afiaim of Holland ? What would England find to oppose to such an 
affiance 3 Denmark is with Russia, and Sweden ought surely to be with 
France. An alliance vrith Eussia might be very advantageous, and can 
never be dangerous to France. In these droumstances the Isles of Candia 
and Cyprus appear among the objects which ought to attiact her attention. 
19 
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Perhaps they might be obttuned. and the afiairs of Holland r 
■without the expense of a war, for it is a cuiestion if England and Russia 
would venture b> make opposition. One siu'e advantage would result to 
France, I mean the brealdng of her deatraetive ti'eaty of commerce with 
England, Since the time of the assembly of notables, I have always 
thought that tiie ministiy ought to have seen the expediency of a wai' 
with England ; to break tiie treaty of commerce, and to prm'ent the ruin 
of French manuftctories ; to obtain loans &om Holland, and to render 
that republic for ever dependent on French protection ; and, above ah, to 
unite the nation, and prevent the broils that have since ensued, by exdling 
a brave patiiotic people to support their national dignity. 

" My motives are pure, and I am influenced only by the affection I feel 
for the two countries you love. Your known patriotism assures me that 
if you can make my ideas useful, you will not fail to do it, 

" My kind respects awiit Madame la Mai'quKe, anji I hope her interests 
ing family is well It would afford me great happiness to see or hear from 
yon, and it jou cannot tavor us with a visit, I beg the fevor of any news 
that maj ' t nit i 'it ng 

" I am, my dcio- General, yours, cfec. 



" P. S. — Mr. Little Page has arrived at tlie army of the Pi'ince de 
Pofemkin, and I expect to see him here in a few days. The Captain 
Pasha baa been beaten last week. This is a good be^nning, and I hope 
we shall soon have greater success. The Count de Dumas was in the 
afiMr. To speak in our republican way he is a gallant fellow. I 
marked him well. He has my esteem, and his fe,ir mistress owes 
him twenty sweet kisses for his first effort. He keeps his picture always 
at his heart." 



d the Jfohdimm; hefm-e Ocsacoff, ^g^„j ' 1788. 
y Thomas Jefferson, Esq. 
"Sib, 
" Some of my iiiends in America did me the honor to ask foi' my bust ; 
I enclose the namea of eight gentlemen, to eaeh of whom I promised to 
send one. You will oblige me much by desiring Mr. Hondan to have 
them prepared, and packed up two and two ; and if Mr. Short, to whom 
I present my respects, will take the trouble to forward them by good 
opportunities, via Havre de Grace, writing at the same time a few words 
to each of the gentlemen, I shall esteem it a particular favor. 

"Before I left Copenhagen I wrot« to Mr. Amoureux, merchant at 



Hosted by 



Qoo^z 



LIFE OF JOHN PAUL JOKES, 291 

L'Orient, to dispose of some articles of mine in hia iiands, and remit you 
the amount. I liope he has done it, and that his remittance may be 
sufficient to pay Mr. Houdan, and the expense of striking the medal with 
which I am honored by the United States. But lest this should, not turn 
out as I expect, I have directed Dr. Bancroft to pay any draft of yours oa 
him for my account, as fair as four or five thousand livres. I shall want 
four gold medals as soon as the dies are finished I must present one to 
the United States, another to the King of France, and I cannot do less 
than offer one to the empress. As you will keep the dies for me, it is my 
intention to have some more gold medals struck theiefore I he^ >ou m 
the mean IJme, not to permit the strikmg of a smgle silvei oi coiper 
medal. 

" I pray you to present me in the moat i'eai>ectful terms to Monsipui de 
Simolin. However my situation in Russia may teimuiate I shall eier 
esteem niyseK under great obUgatJon to him. I pr^v jou uO jie^ent my 
affectionate respects to the Count d'Estaing, and tell him I am mfimti.ly 
flattered by the obli^g things he has had the gooduLSs to say of me m 
my absence. I admire him for his magnanimity and it \exe3 me e\Piy 
time I reflect how little his bravery and patriotism have been rewwlcd hy 
government. He is the only officer who served through the last war 
without promotion or honors. It ia his honor to be beloved by hia natitn 
and to have deserved it. 

" I send enclosed an extract of my jounial on my expeditdon from 
France to Holland in the year 1^79, for the information of the Academy 
of Inscriptions and Belles-Lettres. I trnat at the same time more to your 
judgment than to theirs. There is a medallist who executed three medals 
for me in wax. One of them is the battle between tiie Bon homme 
Richard and the Serapis. The position of the two ships is not much 
amiss ; hut the accessory figures are much too near the principal objects ; 
and he has placed them to windward, instead of being, as they really 
were, to leeward of the Bon homme Richard and Serapis. I do not at 
this moment recollect the medalUst's name ; but he lives on the Sd or 4th 
stage at a marble-cutter's, almost opposite, but a httie higher than your 
former house, Cul-de-sac Eue Taitebout, and may be easily found. It 
would be of use to see the medal he baa made, although it is by no means 
to be copied. I owe him a small sum, perhaps 200 livres. I wish to 
know how much, that I may take an arrangement for paying. I have not 
comprehended in the extract of my jounial the extreme difficulties 1 met 
with in Holland, noi' my departure fi'om the Tesel in the Alliance, when I 
was forced out by the Vice-Admhal Ehynst in the fece of the enemy's 
fleet The ci'itJcal situation I was in in Holland needs no explanation, 
and I shall not say how much the honor of the American flag depended 
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on my conduct, or how much it affeofed all the belligeront powers. I 
aliall only say it was a principal cause of the resentment of England against 
Holland, and of the war that ensued. It is for you and the academy to 
determine, whether that pait of my soi-vice ought to be the subject of one 
aide of the medal !" 

"Before Oezacof, Sept. 15-28, 1188. 
" Mr. Littlcpage tas postponed his departure. I expected him fo 
remain with me till the end of the campaign, but he now sets out so 
suddenly that I cannot send by him the extract of my journal in 1779. I 
will send it in a week or two to my friend the Coimt de Segui' at St. 
Petersburg, and he will forward it to you with his miiusterial despatches. 
Your lettera with which you honor me may also be forwai'ded to hira. I 
persuade myself that Count de Montmorin will do it with pleasure. I 
trouble you with two enclosed lettei^ and am with perfect esteem, &c." 

" List of gentlernen to whom busts are to be sent : 

"General St. Clair, and M*. Ross, of Philadelphia, — Mr. John Jay, 
General Irvine, Mr. Seeretaiy Thompson, and Colonel Wadsworth, of New 
York. — Mr. J. Madison, and Colonel Canington, of Virginia." 

" Admiral Paul Jones presents his respectful compHments to Mr. Short, 
and begs the favor of him to forwai-d the fflght busta mentioned in the 
above list by the most dii'ect opportunities, from Havre de Grace to 
America. Mr. Jefferson is wrote to on this subject; and Mr, Houdan, 
who prepares the busts, will also have them carefully packed up in four 
boxes. The admiral prays Mr. Short to be so obliging as to write a line 
or two to each of the gentlemen for whom the busts are destined." 



Jones was now again in active employment, on the element 
moat favorable to the display of his talents. That much reliance 
was placed on his skill and energy may he infeiTcd from the 
annexed note of the Prince of IiJ"assau : 

"May 30tk, 1188. 
"To the Vice-Admiral. 

" I send you, my dear general, the two answers of M. de Suvorow, 
which he has transmitted, unsealed. I beg yon to inform me what are 
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yonr intentiona, as I have decided, since I liave the liberty, to mavcli only 
when you canprotecf me. 

"Peikcb KAssAtr-SiEOBw." 



From his flag sliip, the Wolodimer, the Vice Admiral wrote 
to that Prince. His letter shows that some difference of opinion 
existed between them ; 



" On hoard the frigate Wolodimer, June \st, VlBB, opposite ) 
the first village to the west of the River Bog. j 

"The Vice Admiral to the Prince Nassau-Siebeh, 
" My Prinoe, 
" No person can desire more than myself to malie a happy, and, at the 
same time, glotioua campaign, for the arms of her imperii majesty. If 
you can show me a more advantageous position than the one I dready 
tave, I win change my plan with pleasure to adopt yours. If you ai'e of 
opinion that my duty requires me to attadr the Turliish fleet, under 
existing circumstances, I ask you if I ought not to wMt until I can conquer 
it. Where is the man who will justify me, if following my own will, and 
without any necessity, knowing noliiing cei'tidn of the position of the anny 
of his highness tiie Mai^al Prince Potemkin, I should expose the squadron 
under my command to be burnt or taken Do you believe the enemy 
will dare make a descent on this side of Kimhorun, and tins place himself 
between two fii'es ? The experience of the last year proves that nothing is 
risked on the other side, and that the ganison is strong enough, and the 
generals able enough, to repel an attiM3k of ten tiionsand men. But if the 
squadron which I have the houOT to command should I>e destroyed, it is 
not necessary for me to infonn you that the Bog, the Cherson, &c. &c 
would be open to the ravages of the enemy. I would desire from my 
heart that your highness would place one or two batteries under the walla 
of Kimhourii, to reinforce the place ; but you must feel that it is impossible 
for me to escort you even under the guns of Kimhourn, without having 
fii«t conquered &.e Turkish fleet, My intention is to protect Kimhourn, 
and I believe I do so at ibis moment. If I advance I shall flnd myself in 
a. position mwcA less favorable, without any perceptible advantage. The 
councii of war of the squadron and of the flotilla, which I held the 4th of 
June, very inconsiderately determined to abandon the only good position 
in the Uman (without knowing the intentions of his highness the prince 
marshal) and to advance three versts to occupy another infinitely more 
exposed and less strong. It was compromitting our means for the 
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remainder of the war, without placing Kimboum the least more in safety 
— in fact, all was to the contrary. We have a stTOnger force in our bai'ges 
than the Turks, in consequence we can always go to the assistance of 
Kimhoura, even against the wind. 

" I have the honor to be, with the most distinguished consideration and 
attachment, 

" Mr Pbihce," &c. 



Prince Potemldn, if the following letter may be considered 
IS proof, highly approved of the behavior of Jones, and 
i)e his friend : 



"Head quarters, mi the JBog, near Nova ) 
Grigorerslcy, June 8th, 1'788. f 

" To the Vice Admihal. 

" The part you have taken in concert with tJie Prince of Nassau, in 
uniting your forces with his, and acting thus against the enemy, cannot, 
sir, but give me most particular pleasure. This junction is as necessary as 
useful for the servica of her imperial maj^ty, and particulaily at this time. 
I recommend it to you, therefore, sh', in the strongest manner possible, in 
assuring you that on every occasion it will do me the greatest pleasui'e to 
appreciate to the empress the services you may render the country, I 
woidd desire yoi. could defer your operations until I may have approached 
neai'er to you, excepting in case the enemy should give you a good 
opportunity to offer battie, or that the safety of Kimboum should 
require it. 

" I have the honor to be, with perfect consideration, 

" Sir, your most obedient servant, 

"Priitob Potemkik-Tauhid:en.'' 

Although there was not, in the whole fleet on the Liman, or 
on the Black Sea, an officer so well qualified to direct the naval 
operations against the Tm-ks as Jones, yet, situated ae he was, 
among rival commanders, he fonnd it indispensable to defer his 
judgment to that of others. He appeai'ed to be disposed to 
conrt the favor of Prince Potemkin. 

On the 8th of June tlie Prince Potemldn had also written to 
the vice admiral a letter of thanks in the following terms : 
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''June mil, ITSS. 
" To the Vile Admim \l 

"Tlie zeal an I mtiejjiditv maQifeated by your excellency in tlie affair 
agfdnat the Tmka, on the 7th of this moath, in aiding tie Prince of 
Nassau, im-iit a juat distinction,* Mid I return you my thanks. I am 
peiBuaded th'it =uch undertakings will contribute much to the honor and 
glory of the Eus'.ian aims 

" PaiBCE Potemkin-Taumcibn." 



Tlie Yice Admiral replied to the Prince on the 10th 
and 11th :— 

"On. hoo/rd the Wolodime^; June. lOiA, l'Z88. 
" The Prince Maishal Potbmkib-Taurioibn. 
"My Loud, 
" It is with the highest satisfection. iliat I find your Highness has been 
pleased with my conduct, and that by your letter which I have just 
received, dated the 8th instant, yon have approved of the arrangements 
made by the Piince of Nassau and myself, to combine the forces which 
you have confided to us, to act in concert. For my own part, as it is my 
glory to serve under youi- ordei's, / imll saerifiee my own opinion, in 
every inslanct' where the interests of Bussia may render it n^esmry, and 
I shall esteem myself moat happy in doing all that honor may require, to 
prove how sensible, and how flattered I am at the goodness and kindness 
of the Empress, and how ambitio\is I am to merit the friendship of Your 
Highness, in contributing all in my power to advance the great views you 
entertain for the good of the country. 

" I have (he honor to be, Ac," 

''Wolodiwer, of OcnaJcoff, June \lth, 1788. 
"The Prince Marshal PoTEMiiiN. 
" My LoiiO, 
"I am highly flattered by the letter which Your lEghnesa done me 
the honor to write to me the 8th of this month, to inform me that yon 
were satisfied with my conduct in the aflair of the Tth inst. It is a new 
proof of your great and generous soul. I can assure you that I did not 

• For this affair I received from hie highiiesg lhe otdor ol St. Anne. 



Hosted by 



Qoo^z 



Majesty in disorder, aiid 



OF JOHN PACJ, JOSES. 

wn personal interests, but solely for tie benefit of 
V the first division of the flotilla of Her Impeiial 
11 a most critical situation. 

" I have fhe honor to be, &c." 



On the 20th of June, 178S, in a letter to Prince Potemlsin, 
the Vice Admiral adverts to an affiiir between the Eussiana 
and the TnrkB, in which he bore a part, and for which he 
received a second time the thants of the Prince : 

"Wolodimer, of Oczakof, June 2Qtk, 1788. 
" His Highnoas the Pkincb Mabskal. 
" Mt Lord, 

" I could not have been more flattered than by tic letter which it has 
pleased Yom- Highness to wiite to me the 1 9th inst., to mai'k your satis- 
faction for the victory gained over the enemy, and to do me the arti- 
cular honor of offering me your thanks. This is a recompense grateful 
to a heai't entirely devoted to you, and nothing can ^vs me more pleasure 
than to find new opportunities to prove my devotion to the intei-eata of 
Eiisaia. 

" My intention was to have attacked the Turkish fleet at the same in- 
stant I perceived the action commence between the fleet of Sevastopole and 
tJiat of the Turks, outside of Kimboura. I would have done it also, if 
Eimboura had been attacked, and our position and our cireTimstancea 
rendered it indispensable that we should remain firm in case of an attack. 
We were to conquer or to die, and my resolution was taken. But it is 
fortunate for us that we did not advance, for it was the intention of the 
Turks to attack and board us, and if we had been only three versts farther, 
the attempt would have been made on the 16th (before the vessel of the 
Captain Pasha ran aground, in advancing before the wmd with all his 
forces to attack us), God only knows what would have been the result. 
The Turks had a very large force, and we have been informed hy our 
prisoneifl (hat they were resolved to desti'oy us, even by burning them- 
selves (in setting fire to their own vessels, after having gi'appled with 
outs).* It is certain we should have lost considerably, and it is at least 

B f h d p are from Constantinople, ihey swore hy the board of the 
SI te hia horrible plan ; and if Pi-oTidenGB hail not caused its fuilum 

f ni ra which no man could foreBCe, Cherson, being without a 

g rr w Id 1 f Hen into their power the nest day, wilh all Ihe provisions and 
mihlarr BtoreE, as v, oil for the Bmiy aa for the navy. 
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to be presumed that our vessels would have been rendered unfit for ser- 
vice, so that, I repeat. Providence has highly favored us. 

" Your HigLness can now look upou the capture of Oczakoff as certfun 
as the most superior means Mid aiTangements can render militaiy opera- 
tioBs; We learn by our prisoners that there are eight thousand troops in 
that place, who are but badly disciplined. There remains only with 
Hassan Pacha four vessels of his fleet, to wit ; One small frigate, one 
schooner, one sloop-of-war, and one chebec aground, but tie flotilla is still 
with him. I would not have been surpiised to have been attacked in the 
night ; they ai'e gi'eatly enraged, and, in consequence, will commit 
some desperate acta. Each day some of their men are hung up to the 
yard arm. 

"I have the honor to be, with the most perfect attachment, &c." 



Being iDefore Oczakoff, on tlie 29th of Angnat, 1788, he wrote 
to Mr. Jefferson. la one part of his letter he apealcs liouhtingly 
of his aituation : — 

" On board the Wolodimer, he/ore Ocaakoff, \ 
Aug. 29—9 Sept. 1768. j 
" His Excellency Thomas Jbpferson, E^q. 
" Dear Sir, 

" Since I wrote you last from Copenliagen, the 8th of April, I have 
been very much hurried ; but my gi-eatfist difficulty has not be«n want of 
tatae, but want of a private oppoi-tunity to write to you. Mr. Littlepage is 
now Ott the point of leaving the army of tlie Prince Mai'echal de Potam- 
kin, and talks of being at Paris in the montli of October; I avail myself, 
therefore, of the opportunity he offers to send you enclosed a copy of my 
last letter fl'om Copenhagen, with a copy of the official letter I received 
from the Count de Eemstorff, and a copy of the letter I have just received 
on the subject of my public buauess there, from Monsieur Fvamery, 
Seci'etaiy to the Legation of France at the Court of Denmark, informing 
me he had received and forwarded to you the answer I expected from the 
Consul of France, at Bergen iu Norway. This last must necessarily make 
you acquainted with all you wanted to know respecting our claim on the 
Court of Denmark. 

" The within letter to the Marquis de la Fayette was intended for you 
as well aa him, and I send you the copy because I am not sure if he 
received the original. The American constitution, I suppose, is adopted ; 
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but I am still afi'aid of the danger that may result fiom entrasting the 
President ivith such tempting power as military ranic and command miist 
give him ! I can in no sitrtation, however remote I am, be easy, while tlie 
liberties of America seem to me to be in danger. 

"I leave to Mr. Littlepage to inform you particularly of the military 
events that have taken place here this campaign. I can take no dehght 
in telling over tales of blood. God knows there has been too much of it 
spilt ! Scenes of hon-or have been acted under my eyes in which, how- 
ever, I have the happiness to say, I had no part. 

"I pray you to inform me, if you possibly can, what is become of Mi's. 

T , I am astonished to have heaid nothing fl'oia her since I left Paris. 

I had written to her fiequently, before I left Copenh^n. If you cannot 
heai' of and see ber, yow will oblige me much by writing a note to 
Monsieur Dubois, Gommissaire du R^meut d^ Guai'des Prangais, vis k 
vis la Rue de Vivienne, Eue neuve des petils Champs, desiring to speak 
with him. He will wait on you immediately. You must know, that 
besides my own puree, which was very considerable, I was good natured, or, 
if you please, foolish enough to borrow for her four thousand four hundred 
livres. Now Mr. Dubois knows that tj-ansaction, and as she received the 
money entire from me for the reimbiirsement, I wish to know if she has 
acquitted the debt ? When that affair is cleared up, I shall be better able 
to judge of the rest. 

" I am, with perfect esteem, dear Sir, i&c." 

" Copenliuffen, May 3d, 1*768. 
"Commodore Paul Jones, St. Petei'sburg, 
" Deae Commodore, 

"The packet which M. Dechezlaux, Consul of France at Berghen in 
Norway, as you informed me at your departure, was about to forward 
you to Copenhagen, amved on the 26th nlL to my address, accompanied 
by a letter from this Consul requesting me to ti'ansmit it to you. On the 
29fh I had the pleasure to expedite it, agreeably to your wishes, addressed 
to Mr. Jeffei-son, through the channel of tlie Department of Foreign 
Affairs, for greater safety. I have seized with eagerness this occasion, to 
offer my services to that minister, in every thing that could intei'est or 
please him in this country, without saying more, leaving the test to your 
disposal. The advance which I roade on account of the expenses of the 
packet which was very voluminous, amounting to 6risd. 4m, 12s. or 30liv. 
10s. Tour. I have requested of M. Jefferson to remit for my account to M. 
J. F. Frin, banker, rue de Cari'oussel, at Paris. 

"It is to be believed you are yet at St. Petersburg. I will leam with 
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increased gratification your arrival in this capital, as reports are in circula- 
tion here that you have peiished la a sf«nn in the Gulf of Finland, but 
as the relation of this pretended misfortune changes eveiy day, I am still 
persuaded that it exists only in the mouths of evil disposed persons, who 
fet forged and spread the account. My good wishes accompany you in 
every pai't of the world, animated by the remembrance of the friendship 
yoii espi'essed for me when at Copenhagen. The Baron de la Houze to 
whom I mentioned that I was about to write to you, has charged me 
renew to you the assurance of the sentimentsof esteem and real attachment 
with whieli you have inspired him. He is so fer irom giving ei'edenee to the 
report which I have mentioned, that he awaits by the aifival of every 
courier, the letter which yon pronused to write him, as soon as you had 
reached your port of destination. 

" Aftairs are here in nearly the same situation as you left them, only 
that the Prince Charles of Hesse Cnssel arrived in this capita! a few days 
since, on account of the voyage which the Prince Boyal of Denmark iS 
about to make this summer to Norway, where the Prince Charles will 
precede him by a few weeks, in order to receive him ; the voyage is fixed 
for the lYti. of the next mouth. Everything appears very peaceable 
and tranquil in this country, even to the annament of 12 ships of the hne 
and 8 fiigaies, which the King of Sweden has oi'dered to Cai'lscrone, since 
the Danish "government confines itself, at least for the present, to i ship 
of the line and 2 or 3 frigates ; but as we ai-e not ignorant of the state of 
the finances of Gustavus IH., it is asked, what power it is that fumislies 
him the necessary means of fitting out a squadron of such considerable 
force S If it is England, or rather the Porte 1 what is the intention of this 
monarch, as the armament is by lai' too lai^ for a mere naval parade, 
and then, too small for any enteiprise whatever S In fine, it is not known 
where his Swedish majesty will procure, in a season already so (nr 
advanced, a sutKcient number of sailors to man his ships. These are, sir, 
tbe reflections which ai* made in Denmark, while you are gathering new 
laurels under the auspices of the immortal Catharine. I shall certainly not 
be the le^ happy to applaud your glorious successes ; and the satisfaction 
I shall feel in seeing tliem public will equal the sincere devotion and 
profound I'espect with which I have the honor to be, &c. 

" Frambry, 
" Secretary of Legation of His Most Christian Majesty." 

" P.S. The Count de Bernstorff informed the Bai'on de la Houze, in his 
last conference, that he was about to send plenipotentiary powers to the 
Baron de Blome, minister plenipotentiary to our court, to treat definitively 
with Mr. Jefferaon, on the ^air which was in agitation dming your 
e in Copenhagen. 
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On the 18tb of October, 1788, from some cause or other, not 
ftilly explained, bnt in all probability from his having presumed 
to dispute the accuracy of the accounte which Prince Potemkin 
transmitted to the empress, of the military and naval operations 
under his direction, the command of the vice admiral was 
transferred from the Liman to the Northern Seas, The follow- 
ing extract from the preface of Eaton's Survey of the Turlcfeh 
Empire, may serve to explain the principal motive of this 
change, which, in effect, was equivalent to a suspension from all 
present employment in the navy : — 

"VV. Eaton's survey of the Turkish Empire. — 2d Ed. London, 1709. — 
Pi-eiace to the lat EclilJon. 

"It is a difficult thing at all times to discovei- ti-uth, amidst the 
jniai'epresentatious of courts, of ministers, of coramandera. Should any 
one wiite, "for instance, the history of the last wai' between Eusaia and 
Turkey, he would take for his guide, in relating the first event, the siege 
of OczaoofE^ the accounts published by the court of St. Petersburg, and the 
reports of the commanders. There he would find a brilliant victory gained 
by Piince Nassau over the Turkish fleet in tlie Liman ; but if he could get 
the report made by Paul Jones t« the admiralty of Cherson, signed by all 
the commanders of the fleet, he would find that no engagement took 
place (except a distant cannonade) ; that the Turkish ships ran aground 
by th«r ignorance and bad manoeuvres ; and that Nassau with his flotilla^ 
instead of taking possession of them, set them on fire. This jounial which 
I have read, and ^en an exti'act from, was forbidden by Prince Potemkin 
to be sent to Peteisbarg, and the whole campaign, as it stands on record, 
is nearly a romance. The fortress might have been token the 1st of July 
with more ease than on the 6th of December, 1T88, and the commander- 
in-chief knew it. I was at the opening of the ti'enches, and at the 
storming of the place, and theiefore can speak of fects to which I was an 
eye-witness." 



It was on the 18th of October, lYSS, that Prince Potemldn 
communicated to Vice Admiral Jones, an order to repair to 
St. Petersburg, in these terms : 



Hosted by 



Qoo^z 



LIFE OF JOHN PAUL JONES. dul 

" October 18th, 1188. 
" Order to the Vice Admiral. 

" According to the desire of her imperial majesty, your place of service 
is fixed in the Northern .seas ; and as this squadron, and the flotilla, are 
placed by me under the orders of the vice admiral and the Chevalier do 
Nordivinoif, your excellency will in consequence proceed on the said 
voyage ; principally, as the squadron in the Liman, on account of the 
season being bo far advanced, cannot be united with that of Sevastopol, 
"PRrNOB Potemkis-Taueicien," 

The prince, iiowever, was generous. He possessed an 
elevated soul ; and, on the departure of the vice admiral, gave 
him the subjoined recommendatory certificate to tiie Empress 
Catharine : 

From His Highness the Pbinoe Makshal to Her Imperial Hicn-iEss 
of all the Enssiaa, 
"At the camp before Ocacoff Ou 31—11 JV ^SS 
" Madam, 
"In placing hafore the august fJirone of yiur Imppiial Majestv his 
Excellency the Vice Admird Panl Jones I take with bubmi'ision, the 
liberty to certify the ardor and zeal whidi hp has always shon n f i tie 
service of your Impeiial Majesty ; endeaionng to render himselt w jithy of 
the august favor of your Imperial Majestj 

"The most iwtbfUl subject of your Imppnol M-ije^ti 

"Prinoe Potbmkin Tuvntcheskjj 

Arrived at St. Petersburg, the vice admiral addressed a letter 
to Mj. Jefferson, in which it is plainly to be perceived, that he 
began to cast about him for new entei-prises : but more particu- 
larly with a view to the promotion of the interests of liie United 



"■St. Petersburg^ Jan. 15—26, 1789. 
s Excellency Thomas Jefferson, Esq. 

" My Dear Sir, 
Having wrote you fully respecting the Donmavk busings by Mr, 
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Littlepage, witJi the papers necessary to finisli it, I now have the honor to 
transmit yon tiie extract of my joraiial that you wish to communicate to 
the Academy of Inscriptions and Belles-Letti'es on the subject of tie medal 
with which I am honored hy Congress. — I have only at present to infoi-m 
you that I retruned here from the Black Sea a short lime ago, by the 
special desire of her imperial majesty; hut I know not yet my future 
destination. — I congratulate you on tJie establishment of the new American 
Constitution. Among other good effects, a marine foi'ce wiil naturally 
result from it. If tWe is still a disposition to send a force against tbe 
Algerines, would it not be a good thing to conclude a treaty \vith this 
country, and make the wiff a common cause in the MediteiTanean. The 
Turks and Algerines are together, and aeted in conjunction against us 
before OczacofF. A treaty might now be concluded, permitting Her 
Imperial Majesty to enlist seamen in America, and assuring to America, 
after tJie peace, a fl'ee navigation to and from the Black Sea.— If you 
approve of this idea in general, various other things will necessarily be 
engrafted in the treaty, and I flatter myself I may obtain the eonamand of 
the force destined to act in conjunction with that of the United States. 

" I beg to hear fi'om you as soon as poseible, and I hope to be favored 
with your sentiments, m I have ah-eady had some conversation with 
tliis government on the subject. — Please to mention the situation of your 
arrangement with the Court of Denmark. 

" Present my best respects to tlie Mai'quis and to Mr. Short. I con- 
gratulate you all on the happy acquisition of liberty in Finance. His 
present majesty has established a more glorious title than any of his 
predecessors, and posterity will bless his memory. 

" I avail myself of an express that is just setting out from the ofSce of 
foreign afiairs, so that I taye not time even to copy tiiis. 
" I am, dear sir, yours," &o. 

" St. Petersburg, January 20tk—31st, 1789. 
" His Escellenoy Thomas jErFERsoN, Esq, 
"Mr Dear Sir, 
" I had the honor to write you a line the 15th-26th from this place, 
where I am arrived a short time ago from the Bkck Sea. I send enclosed 
anextraet of the journal of my campaign in IVTS, as you desired; and T 
now enclose aii extract of the letter I wrote you by Mr. Little Page. I 
have beard nothing from him since he left me. I know only that he 
anived at Warsaw, but am quite uncertain about his return, as he pro- 
posed, to Pai'is. I can only inform you that I returned here by the 
special draire of the empress, but I know not as yet how or where I am to 
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be employed for the next campaign. I mentioned in my last, as my 
opinion, that if the new goyemment of Ameiica determines to chastise the 
Algerines, I think it now a fevorable moment to conclude a treaty with 
Russia, The Turks and Algeriues were combined against us on the Black 
Sea- The United States could grant leave foe Rxiasia to enlist American 
seamen ; and making a common cause with Eussia in. the Mediterranean, 
America might, at the peace, obbun a fi'ee navigation to and fiom the 
Black Sea. If such a treaty were to take place, I helieve I could obtain 
the command of the combined force ; at least eo objection would be made 
to it here. Such a connexion might lead to various mutual advantages in 
tbe commerce between the two nations. I beg to hear from you and to 
know tlie situation of our cl^m on the court of Denmark, for the only 
objection made by the Count Bernsdoitf is now removed, by the establish- 
ment of the new American constitution. 

" I am, with perfect esteem and attachment," &c. 

The vice admiral remained a considerable time at Petei'sburg, 
enjoying the esteem of the empress, but obnoxious to the 
calumnies of the Englisli party at that court. The annexed 
docmnenta show that he had a fresh project in contemplation, 
and that he was, at least in some degree, coiuitenanced in it by 
the Eussian ministry : 

Seci'et note addressed to the Minister at St. Petcrsbui'g by tlie Vice- 
Adrairal. 

''June mk, 1789. 

" The great object of a Russian fleet in the Mediterranean is to endeavor 
to cut off the eommnnication between Egypt and the coast of Syria with 
Constantinople, from whence they procure theii' corn, rice, coffee, &c 
This operation will obhge them to withdraw a very considei'able part of 
their fleet from the Black Sea, To encompass this end, I ask a carte- 
blaxiclie., and only, exclusive of small boats, five large vessels, like the Eaat^ 
IndiMnen which are purchased in London after they have made three 
voyages, and which carry from ibrty to fifty guns, Tliey are sti'ong ves- 
sels and good sailers. They are sent from London to Naples under the 
English fiag, under pretext of being engird ic mercantile en1«rprizes. 
No person can have anything to say against it The crews of these vessels 
being arrived in Italy, would engage in the service of Russia. For the 
rest we would easily find good sailors at Malta and at Naples. 



Hosted by 



Qoo^z 



304 LIFE OF JOHN PAUL JONES. 

" I woiiid employ two small French vessels between Malta and Naples 
trading to Sroyrna to procure contimial news from Constantinople, and of 
the force and position of the Turkish fleet. There aie some very important 
blows to be made, but in order to succeed we must not apeali of thia mat- 
ter beforehand 

" We aie infuimed that the want of provisions at Constantinople has 
occasioned a rebellion, discouraged the people, and caused a gi'eat deser- 
tion of the tcoopa It is the policy of the Viaier to render himself popular 
by providing sufiiciently lor them. 

" I have the honor to bo, &c" 

" To the Minister of State at St. Peterebm^. 

" Si. Petersburg, June Uth—2ilk, 1789. 

" The detachment of vessels of whieh your excellency has spoken to me, 
cannot but be veiy advantageous to the operations whieh I had projected: 
however, I regard the means mentioned in the private note whieh I 
addressed to you, as a thing most Msefuj, and which will not cost so much 
in proportion. I would wish, since dieumstances will peiinit of it, to unite 
the means, and then I think we 'Will have reason to he content with the 
advantages which will be the result. 

" I mentioned to your excellency that I am the onlif officer who has 
made the campaign of Liman without being p-omoted, but I beg you to 
believe that I did not enter into the service of Enssia to create difficulties, 
and since the Empress has gi'anted me her esteem and confidence, I desire 
nothing else, except occasions to prove my attachment by new services. 
" I have the honor to be, &c.'' 



That Jonea was hated and slandered by the British party 
upon his fli-Bt an-ival at St. Petersburg, and when he returned 
to that city from before Oczakoff, is confirmed not only by hia 
own letters to his fiiends, but by a passage in Tooke's Life 
of Catharine II. Tooke's work has long occupied a place in 
our libraries, both public and private; and an extract fi-om it is 
inserted here for the purpose of demonsti'ating to the reader 
the little confidence that is to be placed in the narrative of his 
work, and upon what slender materials some authoi'S venture to 
detail events. The Vice Admiral was disliked by the British 
of&cera in the Eussian service because they envied his glory, at 
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that time reviled the American name and character, and 
because he stood in their waj to preferment. Toolie, imbibing 
the prejudices of his countrymen, and intermingling with thera 
a bitterness of spirit of his own, declai'es him to have been " a 
^pi/rate a/nd renegado." But in what instance did Jones fight or 
capture ■without a regulaa- commission? In what respect was 
he " a pirate and renegade " more than tlie American people in 
general, who, before the revolutionaiy wai', wei'e all British 
subjects ? Enjojing the friendship of PranHin, of Jefterson, 
of Adams, and of all the distinguished citizens of the United 
States of his day, honored by the King of France with a sword 
and the Order of Mjlitaiy Merit, by Congress with a gold 
medal, received by the Court of Denmark with personal dJB- 
tinctions, and invested by the Empress of Russia with the 
command of a Vice Admiral, and decorated for his brilliant 
achievements with the Order of St, Anne, was it lor Mr. Tooke 
to brand a man so respected and honored with the name of 
"pirate and renegado?" Upon the evidence adduced in tlie 
present volume an impartial world will decide between the 
heroic Jones and his calimmiators. 



W. Too&e's fJfe of CoMarine II. of Russia, Vol 2, p. S52, 



1788. 



" Anotier naval armament was prepared, with no less industry, for the 
service of the Euxine ; but Russia not being able to cope with her enemy 
there, in the number or ati'eiigth of line-of-battle ships ■which she could 
briug into action, intended to supply this defect by the construction of a 
numerous flotilla, composed of fi-igates, galliea, gun-boats, and various 
descriptions of light vessels, calculated to act near the shores, in a depth 
of ■water which would not admit tJie approach of capital ships. It was, 
however, principally int«nded for the security of Eimhoum, by rendering 
the entrance of the Dniepe inaccessible to the Turkish fleet. As these 
vessels were not, on tliis service, hahle to be exposed to the dangers of the 
seas and storms, they were accordingly fortified with a tremendous 
artillery, composed of heavy battering cannon, and of large mortars ; and 
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beades excellently stored with able seamen and veteran soldiers ; they 
were eminently titled for the designed purixise. The prince of Nassau, 
who had been heard of in the late war, both in the French unfortunate 
attempt on the island of Jersey, and in the still more disastrous attack of 
the combined nations of France and Spain on the fortress of Gibraltar, 
and whose uncommon rage for adventure and eagerness to signalize him- 
self, have led him almost to every part of the world where any service was 
to be performed, or danger encountered, was appointed to the command 
of the naval armament on the Euxine." 

P. 259.— "It is well known that there is a want of native officers of 
Bufficient ability and esperienee, to conduct the operations of the Russian 
navy with judgment and effect. It was not perhaps in the nature of 
things that this deficiency could he fully supplied by foreigners. It was, 
however, the only resource, and the conclusion of the American war 
afforded a considerable supply of young English ofBcers, whose minds 
were too alert to live out of action, if it could ajiy where be found. Few, 
if any of tJiese, had risen to any higher rank in their own service than 
that of heutenant, so that the command of single ships seemed the highest 
advancement to which they could yet be competent. They were, how- 
ever, of the utmost importance to Kussia iu the present state of things ; 
and Great Britain, notwithstanding tiie jealousies subsisting between the 
two courts, refrained from proceeding to tlie extremity of recaUing them 
home. 

"This known seardty of commanders could not fail to attract the atten- 
tion of foreign adventurei's, who had acquired any experience and 
reputation in maritime 8118111?. Of this number was the English pirate 
and renegade Paul Jones, who had rendered himself .so notorious in the 
American war, by the mischiefe which he did to the trade of his country, 
and whose desperate courage, which only sei'vcd to render his atrecious- 
ness conspicuous, would, in a good cause, have entitled Mm to honor. 

" This man could not but experience the common fete incident to his 
character ; and, finding that he did not meet the consideration which he 
expected in Ameiica, he made a tender of his services to the court of St. 
Petersburg, where he was gladly received, and immei^ately appointed to 
a high command in the grand fleet which was under equipment at Cron- 
stadt. The British officers, full of those national and professional ideas of 
honor, which they had imbibed in their own country and service, con- 
sidered this appointment as the highest affront that could be offered to 
them, and a submission to it an act of such degradation that no lime or 
circumstance could wipe away the dishonor. They accoi'dingly went in a 
body, to the amount of near thirty, without a single dissentient lagging 
behind, or hesitating on the account of inconvenience or personal distress, 
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to lay down their commissions ; declaring at the same time that it was 
impossible for them to serve tinder, or to act in any manner or capacity 
whatever, with a pirate or a renegade. 

"Nothing could have been more vexatious, or more emhan'assing to 
the Court of Sf^ Petei'sbnrg, at the present critical period, than the 
spirited conduct of the officei^. Punctilios of honor operating in the 
face of command, was a thing unheard of in that service. No Russian, 
under tlie first rank or order, would dare to insinuate such an idea. As 
it was, it coiild not be considei'ed as leas than a direct insult to the court, 
ajid any submission (o it as a grievous derogation from its dignity. It 
would, besides, establish a pieeedent which might be troublesome or 
dangerous with respect to her own subjeds. It was well for the offieera that 
they were not the members of a small state, and that this did not happen 
in a season of peace, when their services might be dispensed with. The 
necessity of the time however prevailed. The appointment of Paul 
Jones to a command in the Cronstadt fleet was recalled ; and that adven- 
turer {whose character of an impetuous courage had made an impFession on 
the corut iar beyond its real value) was ordered to the armament in tlie 
Euxine, as second to the Prince of Nassau. In the meantime a report was 
raised of a scandalous adventure with a girl, which making a noise in the 
town, occasioned him to think it advisable to quit the country entirely." 

The Btoiy of the " ecandaloi^ adventvu-e with a girl," alluded 
to by Tooke, at first made an impression on the mind of Catha- 
rine niifavorable to the Admiral ; but, on inv^tigation, it was 
discovered to hare been a base invention of his enemies. The 
following letter from the Count de fiegur, which does eiiiial 
credit to the head and the heart uf that illutttrioua nobleman, 
is conclusire as to this pai-tieular : 

Copies of the letter from Count de Segur, JtTmister Pienipotentiaiy from 
France to St. Petersburg, to the Count D'Estems, Minister Plenipo- 
tentiaiy of His Most Christian Majesty, near His Majesty the King 
of Prussia, and the Chevalier Bonrgoing, Minister Plenipotentiary 
from France to Hamburg. 

" Si. Pelersburt/, August 26(A, lV89. 
"Sir, 
" The Vice Admiral Paul Jones, who will have the honor to deliver 
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tliis letter, cornmanded duiing the last campaigii, a Russian squadron 
stationed on the Uman. The empress has decorated him on this occasion, 
■with the order of St. Ann. He had a right by his actions to a promotion 
and to a recompense, bnt tliis celebrated sailor, knowing better how to 
conduct himself in the midst of Ms battles than in conrts, haa offended by 
his frankness some of the most powerful people, and amongst othei's the 
Prince Potemkin. His enemies and his rivals have profited by his 
momentary disgrace to hasten his deatmction. Calumny has served their 
purposes, they have given credit to reports absolutely false — they have 
accused him of violating a girl. The empress being deceived has forbid 
bim the court, and wished to biing him to tidal. Every pei'son has 
abandoned him, I abne have upheld and defended him. The countiy to 
which he belongs, the order of military merit which he beara, and which 
lie has so nobly acijnired, his brilliant reputation, and, above all, our long 
acquaintance, have made it a law to me : my cares have not been in vain, 
I have caused his innocence to be acknowledged. He has repaired to 
court, and has kissed tlie hand of the sovereign, but he will not remain in 
a country where he believe himself to have been treated with injustice. 
However, he has not given in his resignation. The empress still preserves 
for him his rank, his emoluments, and only grants him permission to 
absent himself for a Hmited time. The true motive of his departure is 
founded on his o\vn discontent. But he has made use of, as a pretext, 
important aSiurs which call him to France, to Denmark, and whidi may, 
perhaps, require his presence in America. I beg you, sir, to render to 
this brave man, as interesting by the reverses of fortune which he has met 
with as by his past success, every service which may be in your power. 
It will lay me under a true obligation, and I shall share in a lively manner 
his gi'atitude. 

" I have the honor to be, &c. 

"Le Count Segur." 

The vice admiral, it will have been observed, bad himaelf 
solicited leave of absence, retaining his rank, and its emolu- 
ments. Hia enemies seized the opportnnity to cireulate a rumor 
that he was in disgrace. To counteract the effect of this report, 
his friend Coimt Segiu" wi'Ote to Coirnt Montmorin as follows : 

" St. Petersburg, July 2\st, 1780. 
"The Cuusi Montmorin. 

'■ HL NsrSTTR, 

"Tlie enunip-, of the Vice Admiral Paial J'on^, having caused to be 



Hosted by 



Qoo^z 



LIFE OF JOHN PAUL JONES. 6W 

circulated reports entirely destitute of foundation coneeming the voyage 
whioli this general ofBcer k about to undertake, I would wish the 
encloaed article, the authenticity I guaranty, should be inserted in the 
Gazette of France, and in the oiiev public papers, which are submitted to 
the inspection of your department. This article will undeceive those who 
have believed the calumny, and will prove to the friends and to the eom- 
pattiots of the vice admiral that he has sustained the reputation acquired 
by hia bravery and his talents during the last wai' ; that tiie empress 
desires to retain him in her service, and that if he absents himself at this 
moment it is with hia own free-wiU, and for particular reasons which 
cannot leave any stwn on his honor. 

"The gbrious marts of the satisfaction and bounty of the king towards 
Mr, Paul Jones, hia attachment to Finance, which he has served ao usefully 
in the common cause, his rights as a, subject and as an admiral of the 
United States, the protection of the rainisteis of the king, and my personal 
friendship for this distinguished officer, with whom I made a campaign in 
America, are so many reasons which appeal' to me to justify the interest 
which I took in all that concerned him during hia stay iu Russia. 
" I have the honor to be, &c 

" CousT DE Segur." 

Article to be inserted in the public prints, and particularly in the Gazette 
of France. 

"St. Petersburg, July 21s(, 11B9. 
"The Vice Admiral Paul Jones heing on the point of returning to 
Fi'ance, where private affairs require liis presence, had the honor to take 
leave of the empress the Tth of this month, and to be admitted to kiss the 
hand of her imperial majesty. This general officer, so celebrated by his 
brilliant actions duiiag the courae of the American war, was called in 1787 
to the service of her imperial majesty, who confided to him the command 
of her vessels of war stationed on the Liman, during the campaign of 
1768. As a mai'k of fevor for his conduct during this campaign, the 
erapress has decorated him with the insignia of the order of St. Ann, and 
her imperial majesty, satisfied with his services, only grants him permis- 
sion to absent himself for a limited time, and still preserves for him his 
emoluments and his rank. 

" Count db Segur." 



The slander was finally put to rest. Among other letters of 
congratulation, tke vice admiral received one from the Baron 
de la Houze, minister plenipotentiary of France at Copenhagen : 
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" Copenhagen, February 9ik, 1790. 



" The Vice Admiral J, Paul Jones. 



" It is but a few days since I received with the letter with which you 
have honored me of the 29tb of December, the copies of that of the Coimt 
de Segiir, which you have been pleased fo comiiiunicata k> me, and which 
were accompanied by the ai'ticle inserted on your accoimt in the Gazett* 
of France, and whidi I had read. This article, which has been repeated 
in many foragn gazettes, has entirely destroyed all the venomous effects 
which calumny had employed fo tarnish the distinguished reputation 
which you have acquired by your talents and your valor. In consequence, 
pubhc opinion still continues to render you justice, and the most nohle 
revenge you can take on your enemies is to gather fresh laurels. The 
celebrated Athenian general Themistocles has stud that he did not envy 
the situation of one who was not envied. As fo the affdr, concerning 
which you speak to me, and in which you have been witness to my zeal, 
as well for your compatriots as for my own, it remains still at the same 
point where you left it on your departure for St. Petersburg, the 15th 
April, 1788. A note in ansiver, which tlie Count de Bemsfoi-ff addressed 
to you on the 4th, keeps always in view the affair which you negotiated 
with him, but for the conclusion of which you ai* not clothed with the 
necessaiy plenipotentiary powers. You know, however, that according to 
the note of tlie Count de Bernstorff, Paris ought to have been the seat of 
the negotiation between the Baron de Blome, Envoy ExtraordinaYy of His 
Danish Majesty, and Mr, Jefferson, Minister Plenipotentiary of the United 
States of North America near the king. You infoi-m me that Mr. Jefferson 
K ai present in America, where he has been appointed Secretary of State 
for foreign afiaiis. No pei'son, then, can better instruct than him his 
successor to Paris, to take up the thi'ead of this negotiation with the Baron 
de Blome. I spoke, three days since, to the Count de Bernstorff, who 
perseveres according to what he told me, in all that he mentioned fo you 
in his notfl of the 4th of April, 1788, but this minister observed to me 
that the circumstances of the actual crisis of Europe did not permit him 
to follow at this time tiie negotiation, wliich it appeared fo him best to 
keep back until the retui'n of a calm. 

" When I shall have the pleasure to see M, Broseronde, our consul at 
Elsineur, I shall take care to renew to him the assurance of your remem- 
brance, to which he will most cert^nly be sensibie, as likewise is M. 
Framery, Secretary of my Legation, who begs you to accept his compliments 
and his thanks. 

" You will part, in all probability, about the commencement of tie fine 
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season to return to Russia. I wish that your voyage may procure me, as 
you have given me reason to expect, satisfaction to express personally to 
you tlie distinguished sentiments of attachment and consideiittion with 
which I have the honor to be, sir, 

" Your ohedient, &c. 

"Lb Baron de la Houze." 



This letter of the Baron de la Hoiize looked forward to 
Jone3'a speedy return to the Knssian service, and the sntjoined 
address to Prince Potemkin evinces the desire of Jones to do 
BO. At the same time that Jones, with the frankness of a man 
of conrage, apologizes to the prince for -what he supposed had 
offended him, he vindicates his own character with freedom 
and energy : 



" Paris, July 2ith, 1700. 
" To His Highness the Prince Marshal. 
" My Lokd, 

" I do not think it becomes me to let pass the occasion of the return of 
your ffid-de-camp, to congratulate you on. the brilliant success of your 
operations since I had the honor to serve under your orders ; and to 
express to you, in all the sincerity of my heart, the regret I feel in not 
being fortunate enough to contribute thereto. 

"After the campaign of Liman, when I had leave, according to the 
special desire of Her Imperial Majesty, to return to the depai'tment of the 
northern seas, your Highness did me the favor to grant me a letter of 
recommendation to the Empress, and to fell me in these words, ' Eely 
upon my attachment. I am disposed to grant you the moat solid proofs 
of my iHendship, for the present and for the futui'e.' Do you recollect 
them ? This discourse was too flattering for me to forget it, and I hope 
you will permit me to remind you of it. Cireumstances, and the high 
rank of my enemies, have deprived me of the benefits which I had dared 
to hope from the esteem which you had expressed for me, and which I 
had endeavored to merit by my services. You know the disagreeable 
situation in which I was placed, but if, as I dared to believe, I have pre- 
served your good opinion, I nkay still hope to see it followed by advantages, 
which it vrill be my glory to owe to you. M. de Simolin can testify to 
you that my attachment to Russia, and to the great princess who is its 
sovereign, has always been constant and durable. I attended to my duties, 
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sBd not to my foi'tune. I have been wrong, and I avow it with a frank- 
ness wliicli caniea with it its own excuse.— 1. That I did not request of 
you a carte-blanche, and the absolute command of all the forces of the 
Liman, — 2. To have writtea to jour Highness under feehnge highly 
excited on the 14-25th October, 1788. These are my faults. If my 
enemws have wished to impute others to me, I siveav before God, that 
they are t calumny. It only rests with me, my lord, to unmask the 
villainy of my enemies, by piiblislring my journ^ of the, operations of the 
camp-ugu of Liman, with the proofe clear as the day, and which I have in 
my hands It only rests with me to piwve that I directed, under your 
orders, all the useful operations agtunat the Captain Pasha ; that it was I 
who beat him on the 7th of Juae ; that it was I, and the brave men I 
commanded, who conquered him on -the 17th of June, and who chased 
intj tke sTnds two of his latgest galleys, before our flotilla was ready to 
file 1 single shot, and daring the time a very eon^derable part of the 
foice of the enemy remained at anchor immediately in the rear of my 
sqnadion, that it was I who gave to General Suwarrow, (he Lad the 
Dobleneis to declai'e it at court before me, to the most respectable wit- 
nesses ) the firat project to establish the battery and breastworks on the 
Iitlimus of Kinbom'n, and which was of such great utility on the night of 
the 17-18th June; tiiat it was I, in person, who towed, with my sloops 
and other vessels, the batteries which were the neai'est to the place the 1st 
July, and who took tiie Turkish galleys by boarding, very much in advance 
of onr line, whilst some gentlemen who have been too highly rewarded in 
consequence of it, were content to remain in tlie rear of the stra^lers of 
our line, if I may be allowed to use the expression, sheltered from danger. 
You have seen yourself, my lord, that I never valued my pei-son, on any 
occasion, where I had tlie good fortune to act under your eye. The whole 
of Europe acknowledges my veraraty, and grants me some military talents, 
which it woiild give me pleasure to employ in the service of Russia, under 
your orders. The time will atrive, my lord, when you wiU know the exact 
trutli of what I have told you. Tjme is a sovereign master. It will teach 
you to appreciate the man, who, loaded with your benefits, departed trom 
the Court of fiussia with a memorial prepared by other hands and the 
enemies of yom' glory, and of which memorial he made no use, because 
your brilliant success at the taking of Oczaltoff, which he learned on his 
arrival in White-Eussia, gave the lie to all the horrors which had been 
brought forward to enrage the Empress against you. You know it was 
the echo of another intiiguer at the Coiui; of Vienna. In fine, time will 
teach you, my lord, that I am neither a mountebank nor a swindler, but a 
man, true and loyal. I rely upon the attachment and friendship wliich 
you promised me : I rely on it, because I feel m^lf worthy of it : I 
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reclaim your promise, because you are just, and I know you ai'e a lover of 
truth. 

" I commanded, and was the only responsible pereon in the campaign 
of Limao, the others being ouiy of inferior rank, or simple volunteers ; I 
am, however, the only one wh.0 has not been promoted or rewarded. I 
am extremely thankful for the order of St. Ann, whJcli you pi-oem'ed for 
me, according to your letter of thanks /oc my conduct in tJte affair of the 
1th, of June, which was not decisive. The l7th June, I gained over the 
Captain Pasha a complete vicfoiy, which saved Cheraon and Kinbourn, 
the terror of which caused the enemy to lose nine ve^els of war, in their 
precipitate flight on the following night, under the caimon of the battery 
and breastwork which I had caused to be erected on the Isthmus of Kin- 
bourn. On this occasion I had the honor again to receive a letter of 
thanks ; but my enemies and ray rivals have found means to abuse your 
confidence, smce they have Tieen exclusively rewai'ded. They merited 
rather to have been punished for taving burnt nine armed prizes with 
their crews, which were absolutely in oru' power, havmg previously ran 
aground under our guns. 

" I have been informed that, according to th,e institution of the order 
of St. George, I have the right to claim its decoration in the second class, 
for the victory of the seventeenth of June, but I rely upon your justice and 
generosity. 

"I regret Uiat a secret project which I addressed to the Count du 
Besborodska, the 6th of June of tJie last yeai', has not been adopted. I 
communicated this project to the Baron de Beihler, who has promised me 
to speak to you of it. 

" I was detained in St. Petersburg until the end of August, in order to 
hinder me, as I liave heard, from proceeding into the service of Sweden — 
my poor enemies, how I pity them ! But for tiis cirouiiistance, my 
intention was to have presented myself at your head-quarters, in the hope 
to be of some utility; and tiie Baron de Beihler, in departing from St. 
Peteisburg in order to join you, promised me to assure you of ray devo- 
tion for the service of your department, and that I held myself ready to 
»etnrn to you the instant I was called. My conduct has not since changed, 
although I hold in my hand a parole for two years, and I regard eighteen 
months of this parole, in a time of war, more as a punishment than as a 

" I hope fliat yoiu- Highness will succeed in concluding peace this year 
witL the Turks ; but in a contrary case, if it should please you to recall 
me to take eonimand of the fleet in the ensuing campaign, I would ask 
permission to bring with me the Fi'ench officer concerning whom 1 spoke 
to you, with one or two others, who are good tactidaus, and who have 
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BoniQ knowledge of war. On my return liere, I received a gold medal, 
gi'anted me by the unanimous voice of Congresa, at the momeMt I received 
a parole from this honorable body. The United States have decreed me 
this honor, in order to perpetuate the remembrance of the aervices which 
I I'endered to America eight years previous, and have ordered a copy to 
be presented to all the sovei'eigns and all the academies of Europe, with 
the exceptdoa of Great Britain. There is reason to beheve that your High- 
ness will be numbered among the sovereigns of Europe, in consequence of 
the treaty of peace which you are about to conclude with the Tiirlia ; but 
in any case, if a copy of my medal will be acceptable to you, as a mark 
of my attachment to your pereon, it will do me an honor to offer it to 

" I have the honor to be, cSrc" 



The following letter which the Vice Admiral wrote to the 
Empress Catharine, on the 25th of February, 1791, exhibits in 
unequivocal terms, the wound inflicted on his feelings and the 
pain which he endiu-ed from the unpleasant sitaation in which 
he was suffered to remain: — 



"Paris, Feb. 25-8 March, iTSl. 
"Her Impeuial Majesty of all the Russias. 
" Madam, 
"If I could ima^ne that the letter which I had the honor to write to 
Your Majesty from Waisaw, Sept 25th-6th Oct 1789, had come to 
hand, it would be without doubt indiscreet in me to beg you to cast your 
eyes on the documents enclosed which accuse no person, and the only 
intent of wHch is to let you see that in the important campaign of Liman, 
the part which I played was not either that of a Zero or of a Harleguin 
which required ' to be made a colonel at the tail of his regiment.' I 
have in my hands the means to prove inconteafably that I directed all the 
useful operations against the Captain Paaha, llie task which was given 
me at this critical conjuncture was very difBcult. I was obliged to sacri- 
fice my own opinion and risk my military reputalaon for the benefit of 
your Empire. But, I hope, you will be satisfied with the manner in 
which I conducted myself, and also of my subsequent arrangements 
of which I am perauaded you have not been acquauited until this moment. 
The gradous counsel which Your Majesty has often done me the honor to 
repeat to me before my departure for the Black Sea, and in a letter which 



Hosted by 



Qoo^z 



OF JOHN PAUL JONF. 



315 



you have deigned to mite to me afterward, Las since been the rule of my 
conduct ; and the f^tliful attachment with which you haye inspired me 
foe your person, was the only reason which hindei'ed me from requesting 
my dismissal when I wrote to yon from Warsaw, for I conf^s that I was 
exti'emely afflicted and even offended at having received a parole for two 
years in time of war. A parole which it has never entei'ed into my mind 
to wish for, and still less to ask, and of which I have not profited to go to 
America, or even to Denmaii, where I had important business ; for I had 
always hoped to have been usefully employed iu your service before the 
expiration of this pai-ole which has done me so muii injury, and although 
in public I would not have failed to have spoken to you at the last 
audience which you granted me, but I unfortunately was led to believe 
the repeated promises made me, that I should have a private audience in 
order to lay befoj'e you my military projects, and to speak of them 
in detail. 

" I hope that the brilliant success with which Providence has blessed 
your arms will enable you to grant peace to your enemies without 
shedding more of human blood, but in a contrary case Your Majesty can 
be well instructed from my project, No, 12, of last year. 

" As I have my enemies, and as the term of my parole is about to 
expire, I await the orders of Your Majesty, and should be flattered, if it is 

your pleasure, to come and render you an account in person. Mr. ■ 

who has the goodness to charge himself with this packet, which I have 
addressed to him, sealed with my arms, will also undertake to forwai'd mo 
your orders ; I therefore pray you to witlidraw me as soon as possible 
from the cruel uncertainty in which I am placed. Should you deign, 
Madam, to inform me that you ai'e pleased with the services whicli I 
have had the happiness to render you, I will console myself for the misfor- 
tunes which I have suflered, aa I drew my sword for you from peraonal 
attachment for you and ambition, but not for interest. My fortune, as you 
know, is not very considerable, but as I am philosopher enough to confine 
myself to my means, I shall always be rich. 

"I have the honor to be, Madara, yours, Ac.'' 



Mr. Jefferson had now returned to America, and entered 
upon the duties of Secretary of State under the Presidency of 
Still smarting under the injuries he had received 
ia, Jones addressed the annexed letter to that old and 
it friend : — 
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" Paris, March 20th, 1791. 
" His Excellency Thomas Jl:^PERSO^■■, Esq. 
" Dear Sir, 

" On my return from Russia to Amsterdam, in December, 1789, 1 wrote 
to several gentlemen in America, pailiciilarly to the Vice Pi-esident, and 
to Mr. Secretaiy Thomson, enclosing some evidence of tlie treatment I met 
with ill Russia. I wrote at the same time to the President, enclosing a 
letter ft'oM tlie Count de Segur, Messrs. Stnphorste and Hubhai'd undei'- 
took to foiTvard my packets by a ship, then ready to sail for Philadelphia, 
called the Pennsylvania Packet, John Earl, master ; hut though that ship 
ari'ived safe, I have not to this honr received a single line in answer. 

" I need not expi'cas to jou the pleasure I received from your aijceptanee 
of the honorable and high station of Secretary of State for domestic and 
foreign affairs. I felidtate our country on having wisely confided her 
interest to such worthy and able liands; but it gives ma pain that so 
inadequate a provision has been made for doing the honors incumbent on. 
the first ministei' of a nation of such resources as America, and I wish that 
matter may be soon changed to your satisfaction. 

"As it has been, aod still is, my first wish and highest ambition to show 
myself worthy of the flattering marks of esteem with which I have been 
honored by my country, I think it my duty to lay before you, both as my 
particular friend and as a public minister, the papers I now enclose relative 
to my connexion with Russia, viz. — Three pieces, daf«d at St. Petarsbui^, 
and signed by the Count de Segur ; a letter from me, dated at Paris last 
summer, and sent to the Pi'ince de Potemkin ; and a letter from me to 
the Empress, dated a few days ago. I have selected these testimonials 
from a great variety of perhaps still sltonger proofe in my hands ; but 
though the Baron de Grimm has undertaken to ti'aiiBmit to her Impend 
Majesty's own hands my last packet, I shall not be suiprised, if I should 
find myself consti'taned to withdraw fi'om the Russian service, and \a pub- 
lish my journal of the campaign I commanded ; in that case, I hope to 
prove to the world, that my opera<j{j»s not only saved Cherson andCiimea, 
but decided the fete of the war. 

" Chevalier Littlepage, now here on his way from Spain to the north, 
has promised me a letter to you on my subject, which I presume will show 
the meanness and absurdity of the intrigues that were practised for lay 
persecution at St. Petersburg. I did not myself comprehend all the black- 
ness of tiiat business before he came here and related to roe the information 
he received from a gentleman of high rank in the diplomatique, with whom 
he ti'avelled in company from Madiid to Paiis. That gentleman had long 
resided in a public character at the Court of St. Peteraburg, and was there 
all the time of the pitiful complot against me ; which was conducted by a 
Httle-great man, behind the curtain. 
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"The unequal reception with which I had, at fiist, been honored by (he 
Empress had been exti'eniely mortifying and painful to the English at St. 
Petereburg, and the courtier just mentioned, (finding that politics had 
taken a turn fai' more alaiming than he had expected at the be^nning of 
the war,) wishing to soothe the court of Ix)ndon into a pacific humor, found 
no first step so expedient as that of sacrificing me ! But imtead of pro- 
ducing the effect he wished, this bass conduct, on which he pretended to 
ground a conciliation, rather widened the pohtical breach, and made him 
to be despised by the English minister, by the English cabinet, and by 
the gentleman who related the secret to the Chevalier Littlepage. 

" I must farther infonn you, that a few days after my arrival fi'oio Den- 
mark at St. Petersburg, I received from the Danish minister at that court, 
a letter under the seal of the Count de Bernstorf^ which having opened, I 
found to be a patent from the King of Denmark, iu the following ferais : 

" ' Having reasons for wishing to give new proofs of our bounty to the 
Chevalier Paul Jones, Commander in Chief of the squadrons of the United 
States of America, and desiring, above all, to prove our esteem in conse- 
quence of the regard which he has shown for the Danish flag during the 
time of his command in the northern seas, we grant him from the present 
moment, and annually during his life, the sum of fifteen hundred crowns, 
Danish cun-ency, to be paid at Copenhagen, without any retention what- 
soever. Done at our Castle of Christiaiibourg, the 4th of April, 1788.' 

" The day before I left the court of Copenhagen, the Prince Royal had 
deaii'cd to speak with me in his apartment. His Royal Highness was 
extremely pohte, and after saying many civil things, remarked, he hoped 
I was satisfied with the attentions that had been shown to me since my 
arrival, and that the King would wish to give me some mark of his 
esteem. ' I have never had the happiness to render any service to His 
Majesty.' ' That is nothing; a man like you ought to be excepted fi'om 
ordinary rules. You could not have shown yourself more delicato as 
regards our flag, and every peison here loves yqn.' 

" I took leave without fai'ther explanation. I have felt myself in an 
embarrassing situation on account of the King's patent, and I have as yet 
made no use of it, though three years have nearly elapsed since I received 
it. I wished to consult you, but when I iinderstood that yon would not 
return to Europe, I consulted Mr, Short and Mr. G. Morris, who both gave 
me their opinion, that I may with propriety accept the advantage offered. 
I have in consequence determined to draw for the sum due, and I think 
you will not disapprove of this step, as it can hj no means weaken the 
claim of the United States, but rather the contrary. 

"You will observe that the Empress of Russia has decorated me with 
the great order of St. Ann ; and as I have appealed with that order ever 
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since, I must beg the favor of you to obtain and ti'ansaiit to me, as soon 
aa possible, the proper authoritj of tbe United States for my retaining 
that honor. You are sensible I did not accept the offer of Her Imperial 
Majesty with a view to detach myself from the service of America, but 
that I have done my utmost to fulfil the iutention of Congi-ess in sending 
me last to Europe, ' to acquire that degree of knowledge which may here- 
after render me more extensively useful.' I have in some measure, by my 
experience and observation, effected the object of my pureuit: though I 
confess I have still much to learn, and I wish to embrace the first occasion 
to embark in the French fleet of evolution. 

" I have not, since my return here, appeared at court ; but the Marquis 
de la Fayette will shortly conduct me to the King, when I shall present 
my, journal of the American war, with the letter of which I am bearer 
fi'om the United States. 

"I reserve for my return to America to produce to the United States 
full and unquestionable evidence, signed by the Grand Pensioner, that my 
condmit, in Ill9, drew the United Netherlands into the wai'. This is 
saying enough to a man of your information ; for it would be superfluous 
to enumerate the advantages that thence resulted to America particularly 
fie great event which took place under your own eyes, and which could 
not have happened if Holland had remained a neutral power. 

"I am much obliged by the ti'ouble you took in forwai'ding, before you 
left Europe, the busts I had promised to diflerent gentlemen in America. 
Having lately received a lett«r from Mr. Burton, a foiiner member of Con- 
gi'eas, with whom I had the honor of being acquainted at New York, 
requesting my bust in behalf of the State of North-Carolina, I have ordered 
Mr. Houdan to prepare and forward it by the first ship fi'om Havre-de- 
Grace, for Philadelphia ; and as that bust will be decorated with the order 
of St. Ann, on the American uniform, this is one reason why I wish to be 
authorized by the United States to wear that order. I shall take the 
hberty of addressing the bust to you, requesting you to deliver it to the 
North-Carolina delegates, who will be so good as to forward it to the 
Governor of that state. 

" I continue to be sensibly affected by the situation of our poor country- 
men at Algiers : the more so, as I learn indii'ectly from the pirate, now 
here, who took the greatest part of them, that if they are not very soon 
redeemed, they will be treated with no more lenity than is shown to other 
slaves. He told this to Mr. Littiepage, who repeated it to me. 

"I have the honor to be, &c." 

The letter promised by Mr. Littiepage, and adverted to \>y 
Jones, waa as follows : — 
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"Paj'f's, March 23, 1791. 



"His Excellency Thomas Jbfs'ehson, Eaq. 

"SlK, 

"You will ahai'e my regret in refleding that we were tlie principal 
means of enga^ng Admiral Sir John Paul Jones to accept the propositions 
made to him in 1788 by the Ensaian Court. Never were more bi'illiant 
prospects heid forth to an individual, and never individual better ealenlated 
to attain them. The campaign upon the Liman of 1788, added lustre to 
the arras of Russia, and ought to have established for ever the reputation 
and fortune of the gallant officer to whose conduct those successes were 
owing : but unfortunately in Russia, more perhaps than elsewhere, every- 
thing is governed by intrigue. Some political motives, I have reason to 
think, concurred in depriving Admiral Paul Jones of the fruits of his ser- 
vices ; he was thought to be pai-ticulaiiy obnosious to the English nation, 
and the idea of paying a servile compUment to a power whose enmity 
occasions all the present embarrassments of Russia, induced some leading 
persons to iiiin him in the opinion of the Empress by an accusation too 
ridiculous, 

" It would be needless fo enter into details ; you have too much confi- 
dence in Admiral Paul Jones to doubt the veracity of what he will per- 
sonally communicate to you, and to which I refer you. 

" I have the honor to bo, &c. 

" L. LiTiLerAOE." 



Hitherto tlie reader has seen the Vice Admiral Parrl Jon^ 
chiefly in his naval character. In anotlier light, however, his 
life was not without interest. In his lasits to Paris, and during 
his stay in the ports of Fi-ance and HoUand, his coj-respondence 
with several of the iair sex, and some of them of the highest 
distinction, demonstrates that he was not insensible to the 
charms of beauty and the delights of love. Judging him in 
this respect by the ardor of a few of those with whom he 
communicated by letter, he would seem to have been as suc- 
cessful in his amatory career as he was in that on the ocean. 
He triumphed as much in the affections of the ladies as he did 
in his contests with the enemy ; and, amidst the gay scenes of 
Paris, the political intrigues of couits, and the bustle of 
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nautical preparation, lie found time to sacrifice to the graces, 
and win the attentions of the sex. It cannot be donbted that 
the fame of his actions contributed to render him popular 
wherever he appeared, and served as an inti-odnction not only 
to the houses of the ordinaiy class of wealthy citizens, but to 
the hotels of nobles and to the palaces of princes. The French, 
always fond of glory, coidd not fail to receive with a cheering 
welcome tlie gallant Jones wherever he appeai-ed, and the 
anthor of this work has before him the indubitable evidence, 
that, at Paris in particular, cards of courtesy, of invitation, 
and notes of congi-atulation poured in upon him in abundance. 
At his lodgings, on his visits to eminent personages, in the 
active pui-suitB of business, he was solicited, pressed, and 
faiiiy forced into parties, recreations, and amusements of aJl 
sorts. The nobility and gentiy of Versailles were prond of his 
acquaintance', and the women of fashion did not think their 
asaembUes complete unless Jones moved in the circle. From 
among many letters a number has been selected for publication 
to portray his influence with the fair : — ■ 

From a Lady ^vko wrote under ike Signature of Delia. 

" Tour Jettar of which I rpcoived on Sunday, the 20th, lacerates 

my heart, and increases my despair ; I kissed with sad and concentred 
grief, the ti'acea of thy preeions tears, and shed a flood of the bitterest 
di'opa that ever flowed from a breaking heart. I am oppressed with the 
weight of my son'owa — and my mind is plunged in a chaos of douhts 
and fears. No I never, I feel, never did I love until that moment, at once 
80 dear and so fetal to my repose, when fate presented you to xay ravished 
sight ; that moment fixed my destiny for ever. Yes ! my tender and 
adorable friend I on you alone depends that destiny : you alone have the 
power to make my happiness or misery. Pardon this frank confession, 
oh ! my dear Jones ; and be persuaded that deeming thee incapable of a 
mean action, I love, esteem, and even respect thee ; never otherwise would 
I have revealed thus freely all thy power over every faculty of my being. 
I adore thee, I again repeat ; and never did any other mortal possess 
such sway over ray heart — this, m^ dear and only friend, is my pledge of 
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iaith ; I am thine — and thine only — during my whole hfe. Be, therefore, 
tranquil ; console thyself; and let us hope that pitying heat'eti iviil rennite 
us, and watch over the lot of two beings, who love Isdthfully, and whose 
upright hearts desei've to be happy. Be careful of thy life, and remember 
that mine depends on it. I incessantly address myself to Heaven for your 
safe ai'rival in America ; if you ai'e satisfied with that government, you 
will continue in its service ; if not resign, and rtgoin your feithful friend ; 
the whole world besides may forsake you, hut her heart is eternally yours ; 
I swear it by that sacred flame which will never he extinguished in my 
breast. You ask how you can render me happy ; — take care of yourself 
love me — study the means of enabhng us to pass our days together, and 
never forget that my life is bound up in yours,~and that the moment 
which deprives me of you, will put an end to all my miaerie*. Your 
health is dear — ten thousand times dearer to me than my own ; if you 
love ma, do not neglect it I have received your letter of the 16th, which 
increases my solicitude on this point; in the name of all that is sacred, 
take care of your precious sel£ Kely on my heai't; it is yours — and 
nothing can operate a change in its sentiments. I adore you for youi'self 
alone, and it is thus that you should be loved. If I was capable of think- 
ing otherwise, I would not suffer you to depart, and to expose your 
invaluable life. The thought of your danger brings baek all the weak- 
ness of my sex ; and I confess that my anxiely and frightful alarms for 
the oligect of all laj wishes, will, without doubt, hasten my death. The 
tenw and solidtude that I feel for my lovei' are indescribable. Dear 
Jones ! adieu ; I am forced to leave thee ; I cannot go on. The Chevalier 
assures you of his respect and friendly sentiments ; he sets out to-morrow 
evening ; alas ! happier than his unfortunate sister, he will soon see you. 
God ! she would willingly be the lowest of your crew," 

" Six posts have arrived, and still no tidings from yon ; my heart sinks 
at the thoughts of so cruel a neglect. Are you sick ! or have you eease<J 
to love me ! Oh God ! this idea chills my heai't. Ho ! I cannot believe 
you 60 barbarous; you cannot desire my death. Is it possible that 
absence has destroyed my happiness ? Alas ! if absence has deprived me 
of yoiu heart, it is not tiius with regard to my feelings towards you, since 
you are now a thousand times dearer to me than on that hombie day of 
our sepai'ation. Your letters, your assurances of attachment, the inclina- 
tion of my heart, all have contributed to augment my affection. But 
perhaps I must renounce for ever all those fond hopes that have induced 
me to cherish life : but I may be wrong thus to despair. Yes ! I am too- 
sensitive and fearful ; the amiable and tender Jones is as faithful a lover 
as he is a valiant warrior and a zealous patriot; all those I'are qualities are 
21 
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united in the object of all my thouglits and affections ; to doubt hia 
constancy would be an injury — nay, a crime. Pardon, dear friend, 
my apprehensive terrors; I will compel my foolish heart to be more 
tranquil. Judge of the excess of my love by my agonizing dread of losing 
your ^teem^yom' heai-t." 



These lettere fi'om Delia, it will be admitted, are in rather an 
extravagant strain. They certainly discover a gi-eat exceas of 
feeling, and if the effusions be not sincere, the writer muet 
have had an uncommon faculty of giving reality to artificial 



Jones -wrote an affectionate letter to Delia after his arrival in 
America : 

"December 2S, 1781. 
" I wrote, my most lovely Delia, various letters &om Philadelphia, the 
last of which was dated the 20th of June. On tlie 26th of that month I 
was unanimously elected by Congress to command the America of 1i 
guns, on tlie stocks, at Portsmouth, New Hampshire. I superintended the 
building, which I found so much more backwaiii than I e;?pected, that a 
plan of operation I had in view is entirely defeated. I expected to have 
been at sea tjiia winter, but the building does not go on with the vigor I 
could wish. Since I came here I have not found a single good opportunity 
to write to Em'ope. I have not since heard from your relation I left 
behind, but suppose he is with the army. This situation is doubly irksome 
to me, my lovely friend, as it stops my pursuit of honor as well as love ! 
It is now more than twelve months since I left France ; yet I have not 
received a single letter from thee in all that tjme, except the one written 
in answer to my letter at taking leave. That one la a tender letter indeed, 
and does honor to thy matchless heart 1 I read often and always with 
transport the niany chai'ming things that are so well expressed in thy 
lettem ; but eapedally the last. Thy adieu has in it all the finer feelings, 
blended with the noblest sentiments of the heart 1 Providence, all good 
and just, has given thee a soul worthy in all respects to animate nature's 
fairest work. I rest therefore sure that absence will not diminish, but 
rejine the pure and spotless friendship that binds our souls together, and 
will ever impress each to merit the affection of the other. Eemembei' and 
believe my letter at pai'ting. It was but a faint picture of my heart. I 
will find opportunities to write, and be everything thou canst wish. My 



Hosted by 



Qoo^z 



LIFE OF JOHK PAEL J0UE8. 323 

address is under cover to the Hon. Eobei-t Morris, Esq., Minister of 
Finance, Philadelphia." 

The men as well as the women were infatuated with the 
chevalier. The annexed letter aiForda proof of the flame which 
biB reputation liad kindled up, impelling individuals of good 
families and connexions to seek for celebrity under his 
command : 



" Sir, 



" January, ITSO, 



"Although 1 have not fho honor of a personal acquaintance with yon, 
the fame of your exploits, and the glory you acquired in your last engage- 
ment, induce me to ask a favor at your hands ; it is to grant me an 
opportunity of being a witness of, and a partaker in your chivalrous 
adventures. Understanding that you are now at Dunkirk, where, without 
doubt, the desire of flying to achieve new conquests, will not suffer you to 
remain long ; I hasten to offer you my services. 1 have tiie honor to 
I'equest that you will receive me simply as a volunteer, in order that 
having no fixed post, I may be eveiywhere : I have farther only to stipu- 
late that you will admit me to your own table, and place me under yoiff 
immediate command, so that I may satiate my eyes with the pleasure of 
beholding your courage, and at least imitate, for it is impossible to equal 
it. If I should be fortunate enough to obtfdn this fevor, rest assured that 
you will always find me in the path of honor. I have been long i 
sei-vice of TD.J country ; but the refoim which I have inti'oduced i 
eoi'ps to which I belong, leaves me at leisure to employ myself e' 
Having a passion for a sea-life, which I have already partially gratified by 
a voyage to the Indies, I am eager to make one or two campaigns. Since 
the moment when the fame of your glorious expedition spread through the 
world, I have wished fo serve under your orders ; and seize the present 
opportunity to assure you, that, if you accept my proffered services, you 
will never have cause to repent it : circumstances of a veiy peculiar nature 
render me veiy ansious to execute this intention. I will wwve all mention 
of my family ; chance has thrown me in an elevated situation ; this is my 
only observation on this subject. If you design an expedition imme- 
diately, and will receive me in the number of those who are emulous to 
acquire glory under your coeimand,_have the goodness to write me, and I 
will immediately repmr to the spot you may point out 
" I have the honor to be, &c, 

" Dk Toorheville." 



Hosted by 



Qoo^z 



OF JOHN PAUL JONE 



On one occasion a lady decHned his advances in the following 
delicate manner ; although it woidd appear that she had 
induced them : 



" Sir, 
"I am gi'ateful for the sentimenta which yon entertwn for me, and it 
would give me pleasure to reply to them ; but I could not do so without 
deceiving a gentlemaa with whom 1 Kve ; and that is what I am incapable 
of doing. After this confession yoii must be awai* of my way of thinking ; 
and that what I said yesterday was only meant in jest. 
" With all poMJble consideration, sir, 

"I have (he honor to be your affectionate servant" 



The annexed note is rather more equivocal ; 



" Madame de H. hegs Mr, Jones to pai'don the liberty she takes in 
addressing him, without having the honor of his acciiiaintance ; and 
req^uests a moment's convei^sation with him at her apavtmenfa in the royal 

palace, or at the hotel of the Duchess of . She asks a thousand 

pardons if she should he the means of giving him any trouble at the 
moment of his departure ; but he must not be astonished that all are eager 
to profit by the present opportunity of seeing him." 



In one of the preceding letters the enraptured Delia speaks 
of certain verses of the chevalier. Among his papei-s are those 
subjoined, which are, perhaps, the same that the lady alluded to : 



I 

"When Jove from high Olympus goes 

To Ida, and the fair below, 
All heav'n laments — but Juno shows, 

A jealous and superior wo : 
In vmn to her all pow'r is given. 

To female weakness ever dear; 
She scorns the sov'reignty of heav'n. 

Her God, her Jove, seems all to her ! 
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ir. 

" But when tlie Tliunderer returns. 

And seeks his skiea (so Homer ^gs), 
Soft flames th' impatient goddess bums ! 

She hastes to meet the King of kings ; 
Swift as the light her chariot flies, 

Her swifter wishes fly hefore ; 
Still joyous in the middle-skies, 

She meets the cloud-competling pow'r. 

HI. 
" Prolific nature feels th' emhrace, 

Superior blossoms, fiiiits and flow'ra, 
Spring up, — heav'n wears a brighter fece, 

And fragi'ance in profusion show'w. 
Celestial raptures who can tell ! 
Ours al! divine ! ai'e only/e^(, 
What hold presumptuous strains shall swell, 
"With transports which the gods can melt ! 

IV. 
" Thus when thy wanior, though no god, 
Brings FreedonCs standM-d o'er the main, 
Long absent from thy blest abode, 

Casts anchor in dear France again ; 
1 thou more heavenly 1 — far more kind 

Than Juno, as thy swain than Jove, 
With what heart's transport, raptur'd mind '. 
Shall we approach on wings of love !" 

This is no unfavorable sample of Jones's poetical abilities. 
The eentiments are impresalve, and in some degree subHine. 
The thoughts are compr«hcn&ive, and correspond with the vigor 
of his general character. It is apparent, from, the original 
manuscript, that the chtvalier, in making love, was a truant, 
adapting his rhymes to situation and circumstances. The 
fourth line of the fourth stanza is varied, so as to answer either 
for France or America : Thus, 
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" Cast anchor in dear France agiun," 
Is changed to, 

"In /air Columbia moors again," 

This may be denominated the economy of versification. It 
is a trick probably often practised by more persons than Jones. 

"Whatever may have been the devotion which Jones professed 
for the sex, it was obvious that ambition was the predominating 
passion in his breast, and that he even made his love afEairs 
subservient to his desire of glory. The following letter to a 
lady at court, just before his depai-tui-e for America, contains a 
mixture of respectful salutation, and a solicitation of female 
influence in his behalf: 

" nOrknt, August Qih, ITSO. 
"To aLadt. 

" Madam, 
"I had the honor to write to you on the 14th ult., but have not yet 
had the satisfaction to receive any of your letters since that time. This 
makes me fear you ave now determined to punish me for my former 
silence ; yet I am frequently in doubt about this, as I hope you will show 
mercy when you know that I repent ? — I send this by a certain convey- 
ance ; and will hope for the honor of having a letter from you in return. 
Present, if you please, my best respects to the duke and duchess ; I shall 
ever entertain the most profound regard for that amiable princess, and be 
ambitious to merit the continuance of her friendship. I add mj addi'ess 
at Philadelphia, and depend on frequent lettere from you while I am in 
America, The court iias a plan of mine respecting my future services to 
be asked of Congi'ess by the court. I have the greatest desire to give the 
world fetrther proofe of my gi-afeful zea! for the interests of the king, the 
government, and this generous-minded nation, by my actions against the 
common enemy of France and America. Will yon, dear madam, honor 
me with your interest, that an application may he made by government to 
Congress, that I may henceforth, during the war, be employed in the moat 
active and enterprising services. 

" I am ever, with the highest sentiments of esteem and respect, 
" Madam, 

" Your most obhged and faithful servant." 
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A friend had written to the Cheyalier, on the 30th of October, 
1779, on the occasion of that friend's marriage : 



" You have been reaping laurels, my friend, and I have been plucking 
I'oses; but your occupation la as muob more glorious than mine, as the 
welfei'e of a community is more imporfant than the happiness of an indi- 
vidual. I think, however, I have one advantage over you, for mine has 
not been the work of desti'uction, and I trust it will inci'ease the species 
instead of diminishing them, and that you must allow is the ' came of 
humanity P In short, I am a mai'ried man, and my wife will be happy 
to number you among her ftdends. I return to Nanfea from St, Germain 
to-morrow morning, and as soon as I ai'iive I will write you on mattere of 
business ; at present I can think of notliing of that kind. 

" Alas, poor Eichatd ! We ought not, however, to regret so honorable 
an exit. Thank heaven you are preserved, and may another poor Dick 
shine gloriously under your command. All Europe are praising you 
except England." 

The suhjoined letter to the Duke de Charires, afterward Dulie 
of Orleans, is in good style : 

"Ariel, ffroaix, September lid, 1780, 
" His Royal Highness the Duo de OHAKTKEa, 
" My Prince, 
"Two days since, Monsieur de Boberdeau delivered me the letter you 
did me the honor to write me from Paris the ISth of last month. It will, 
my Prince, always afford me the truest pleasure, when in my power, to 
conform to your wishes by rendering my brat services to any person whom 
you please to recommend to my attention ; and Captain de Eoberdeau 
will, I hope, be satisfied with my conduct towai'ds him. No man, my 
Prince, can be more ambitious to merit your esteem and protection than 
myself; for no man can admire and venerate you more as a gallant and 
good ofQcer, or esteem you with a more heartfelt affection than, my piince, 
" Your most obliged, &c."' 

The following to Dr. John Read, of Tirginia, is an excellent 
specimen of the expression of gennine friendship in an instaiiee 
of pecuniaiy inability to comply with the req^iiest of a friend : — 
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" L^ Orient, November dth, 1780. 
"Dit. Read, 

" I have, my dear sir, to titank you for several favors lately received 
irom you, I postponed my answer because I have been in daily expecta^ 
tion of returning to America, hut cannot, however, omit the opportunity 
of your brother to acquaint you that for these five years past military 
afi^rs have engaged my whole attention. I am aa much a stranger to 
trade aa if I had never been concerned in it. I have served aa a volunteer 
in the American Revolution, and to this moment have neither received 
pay nor subsistence fram the public. My property in the many piizes I 
took before I left America went through tlie hands of agents who did 
gi'eat injustice to the captors ; and it has since melted away by the depre- 
ciation of the Continental paper money. Gain baa never been my object, 
and since I came to France hard blows and honor have been my sole 
income. Judge, therefore, my dear fiiend, if I am able to establish a loan 
for you — I could not do it for myself because I want funds, and could not 
give the necessary security. If you are determined to enter into trade, I 
would advise you to buy bills of exchange on France trom the Conaul- 
General at Philadelphia, Send these biU" to a good house here, with 
orders fo ship the goods you propose in ^eiy sm'Ul parcels by each of the 
iastrsailing vessels tliat come here from Philadelphia, Mai'yland, or Vir- 
ginia. Thus you will divide your risk, and have more neat profit than by 
being concerned in shipping and cai^es fi'om America. These opinions 
I take from the best merehanfa here, therefore you can the better depend 
upon them. Present ray best respects to Mrs. Read ; when I come to 
Virginia and have a moment to spare from my public duties, I will with 
great pleasure pay you a visit. Be assured it will ever ^ve me happiness 
to be useful to you, when fortune puts in my power- the means ; for I tiuly 
am, my dear Mend, 

" Your most afiectionate, &o.'' 

To General "WasMiigtoo, in August, ITTS, Jones wrote as fol- 



"Passy,Aug. Sth, 17V8. 
" His Excellency General Washington, Commander-in-Chief of the 
American Army, at hia head-quarters. 

" Honored Sib, 
" As the scene of war by aea ia now changed from America to F.urope, 
I have been induced to give up the command of the American ahip of 
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e with 



war Eanger, and to continue for some time in Europe, in compliai 
the request of the minister of the French marine, in a letter to onr minis- 
ters plenipotentiary at tie Court of Versailles, 

" I will not intrude on your excelleney's time even by attempting to pay 
you the respect which you so justly command. The intention of this letter 
is only to b^ your acceptance of two epaulettes, with which it is accom- 
panied, and which my friend Mr. Williams, of Nantes, has undertaken to 
forward ; I expected to have had the honor of delivering this little present 
into your own hands, but not having that satisfaction, if I can render you 
any acceptable services in Finance, I hope you will command me without 
reserve, being with sentiments of perfect esteem, 

" Honored Sir, yours, &c." 



The ChcTalier's opinion of the qualifications requisite in a 
chaplain for his ship, is given in a letter to Mr. Grand : 



Exti'aet of a letter to H. Grand. 

"PaMj/, July 12lh, Ills. 

" In the selection of a chaplain, the following qualifications are deemed 
requisite. 

" I could wish him to be a man of reading and of letters, who under- 
Btands, speaks, and writes, the French and English with elegance and 
propriety ; for poliljcai reasons it would be well if he were a clergyman of 
the Protestant profession, who?e sanctity of manners, and happy natural 
principles would diffuse unanimity and cheerfulness through the ship. 
And if to these essentials is added the talent of writing iast and ia feir 
characters, snch a man would necessaiily be worthy the highest confidence, 
and might, therefore, assure himself of my esteem and friendship ; be 
should always have a place at my fjiblo, the regulation whereof would be 
entirely under his direction.'' 



One of his lettera to iladame de la Fayette is in these terms: 

"Z'Orknt, July lUh, 1780. 
" Madame la Marquise de la Fayette, a Paris. 
" Madam, 
" I am once more neai'ly ready for tjie sea. If I can in any respect 
render you acceptable services, you know I have ao much ^teem and 
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respect for yourself, and so much affectionate friendship for your h 
that you will, I hope, eommand me freely. I expect to embrace the Mar- 
quis about the first of October, and it is not impossible — that we may 
return together to France. 

" Believe me, I am, with great sincerity and regai'd, 

" Madam, your most obedient, &c." 

To Madam the President de Onnoy he wi'ote thus : 

" Ariel, Road of G-roaix, Sept. 13, 1780. 
"Madame la Preaidont^ de Obmoy, &c. 
" Madam, 

"I cannot leave France without expressing how much I feel myself 
honored and obliged by the generous attention that you have shown to 
my reputation in your Journal. I wil! ever have the most ardent desire 
to merit the spontaneous praise of beauty and her pen ; and it is impossi- 
ble to be more gtatcftd than I . am for the very polite attentions I lately 
received at Paris and Veia^Ues. My particular thanks ai'e due to you. 
Madam, for the personal piwjfs I have received of your esteem and friend- 
ship, and for the happiness you procured me in the society of the charming 
Countess, and other ladies and gentlemen of your drcle. But I have a 
fevor to ask of you. Madam, which I hope you will grant me You tfil! 
me in your letter, that the inkstand I had the honor to piosent jou as a 
small token of my esf«em, shall be reserved for the purpose of writing 
what concerns me. Sow I wish yon to see my idea in i m e expanled 
light, and would have you make use of that inkstand to nstru t j a 
kind, and support the dignity and rights of human nature 

" 1 shall be happy in every part of the world to hear from yi u, a id I 
beg leave to assure you, my best wishes will always attend you and yours ; 
being, with the highest esteem and respect, 

" Madam, your most obliged friend, Ac." 



To the same lady he addressed another letter on the IfSth of 
October, 1780. 

"L'Orimt, October 16, 1780. 
" Madame la Presidente db Obmoy, &k. 

"By the enclosed declaration of my officers yon will see, my dear 
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Madam, that I was in a ticklish situation in the mometit while you were 
employed in writing fo me the 9th. It is impossible to be more sensible 
than I am of the obligation confen'ed on me by your att«ntions and tind 
remembrance, joined to that of the belle countess, your fair daughters, and 
the amiable ladies and gentlemen of your society, I have returned with- 
out lam'ela, and what ia worse, without having been able to render service 
to ike glorious came of liherty, I know not why Neptune was in such 
anger, unless he thought it an afii'ont in me to appear on his ocean with 
so insignificant a force. It is certain that till the night of the 8th I did 
not fitlly conceive the awful majesty of tempest and shipwreck. I can give 
you no just idea of (he tremendous scene that nature then presented ; 
which surpassed the reach even of poetic fancy and the pencil I believe 
no ship was ever before saved from an equal danger otf the point of the 
Penmark rooks, I am extremely sorry that the young English lady you 
mention should have imbibed the national hati'ed agmnst me. I have had 
proofs that many of the firet and feirest ladies of that nation are my friends. 
Indeed I cannot imagine why any fair lady should be my enemy, since 
upon the large scale of universal philanthropy, l./ee?, acknowledge, and 
bend before the soverdgn power of beauty. The English nation may hate 
me, but / will fiyrce them to esteem tm too. Ton have heard, no doubt, 
that Captain Landais and all the officei's of the Alliance have been lad 
under an arreat by order of Congress, on their arrival in America, and the 
command of the Alliance was given to the brave Captain Barry. By tho 
latest advices, I have no enemies in that vast countiy. I shall be happy 
to hear from you. Madam, while I rem^n here, and I assure you I will 
embrace eveiy occasion to prove my grateful attachment to this beloved 
nation, as well as to my friends in it. 

" I am, with the highest esteem and respect," (fee. 



On the 12th of December following, lie wi'Ote again to the 
same lady : — 

'•■Arid, L'Orient, Dec. 12th, 1780. 
" Madame la Presidente de Oemoy, &c. 
" To merit, dear Madam, the praise so warmly and well expressed in 
the letter you did me the honor to wi-ite me iiie 22d ult. would be my 
supreme ambition. If I have any merit, it consists in good will and peiae- 
verance. My abilities are poor, and I want experience ; but opposition 
shall never cause my ardor to abate in pursuit of the glorious cause I have 
undertaken to suppori;. "When I received your letter I was agwn ready 
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for the sea, and have been WEuting here with a feir wind ever since, 
expecting from hour to hour the arrival of Mr. Goiirlade, who brings the 
public despatches from our minister for Congress. In this situation the 
boy you mentioned must have anived here too late, otherwise I should, 
with great pleasure, have received him under my protection. Mr. Gonr- 
lade is, I hear, anived at Wantea ; fo-moiTow, if he appears here, I shall 
depart. I am much flattered by your having mentioned me to BO great a 
man as the King of Prussia — the world will ever treat his opinion with 
the highest respect It is impossible for me to express the happiness I 
derive from your good opinion, and how proud I shall ever be to he found 
worthy of your affectionate fiiendship. With these sentiments and the 
most profound respect, 

" I am, Madam, yours, ifcc." 



To the Countess of Bourbon, on the 21st of September, 1780, 
he addi'esseci himself in the following manner, in reply to one 
of her letters to him :— 



''Ariel, Road of Groaix, Sept 21, 1780. 
" Madame la Comtesse de Boui-bon, &c. 
" Madam, 
" I was honored with the very polite letter that your Ladyship eon- 
descended to write me the 6th of last month. I am sony that you have 
fonnd it nece^aiy to refuse me the honor of accepting the deposit men- 
tioned in my last ; but am now determined to follow your advice and be 
myself its guai'dian. A day or two before 1 wrote to you last I had 
received a challenge from Sir James Wallace, who in the Nonesuch, a ship 
of the line, copper bottomed and of superior swiftness, declaimed he wmfed 
in sight for my departure. Had 1 commanded an equal force I hope yoa 
will believe I would have employed my time othei'wise than in writing 
you any preposition for the safety of a weapon that 1 should have hoped 
to use immediately with success. I have been detained in this open road 
by conti'aiy and stormy winds since the 4th of this month. There is this 
moment an appearance of a fair opportunity, and I will eagerly embrace 
it. I have received a letter from the first minister very favorable to the 
project I mentioned to you ; and you may depend on my utmost interest 
with Congress to bring the matter to issue. I am sure that assembly will 
with pleasure say all youiself or the court could wish respecting the count, 
if my scheme is adopted. I have the satjsfection to inform you that by 
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the testimony of all the persons just arrived in four ships at L'Orient 
from Philadelphia, the Congress and all America appeai'ed to be warmly 
my friends ; and my heart, conscious of its own uprightness, tells me I 
shall be well received. Deeply and gratefully impressed with a sense of 
the obligation I owe to yon and your hrisband's attentions and good 
wishes, and ardently desiring to meiit your friendaliip, and the love of 
this nation, by my whole conduct through life, 

"I remain. Madam, your most obliged, &d. 

"N. B. — I will not M to write whenever I have anything woiih your 
readmg, at the same time may I hope to be honored now and then with 
a letter from you, directed to Philadelphia ! I wts selfish in begging you 
to write me in French, because your lettcra would serve me as an exercise. 
Your English is correct and even elegant." 



To a Lady, whose letti 
wrote as an apology thus :- 



i lie had neglected to answer, 



"L'Orient, July lith, lYSO. 
" Madam, 
" "When one is conscious of haTing been in feult I believe it is the best 
way to confess it, and to promise amendment This being my case with 
respect to yon, Madam, I ain too honest to attempt to excuse myself; and 
therefore cast myself at yonr feet, and beg yonr forgiveness oe con- 
dition that I behave better hereafter. For shame, Paul Jones, how conld 
jou let the feirest lady in the world, after writing you two letters, wmt so 
long for an answer ! Are you so much devoted to war, as to neglect wit 
and beauty! I make myself a thousand such reproaches, and believe 
I punish myself as severely as you would do. Madam, wei'e you present 

" The truth is, I have been willing that the extraordinary events that 
have tshen place here with respect to the frigate Alliance should be com- 
municated to you rather by othera, than by myself; for though, God 
knows, I have not been to bhime for these events, yet I have felt rather 
ashamed that they should have happened : the more so as the cause has 
been rather of a delicate nature, I will mention it however to you. M. 
do ChaUTOont has, to this moment, unjustiy retained fram these poor 
people eveiy sol, both of their wages and shares of prizes. And some 
envious persons found means to persuade them that I had concun'ed with 
him in these measures. Nothing can be more ialse, I despise his base 
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conduct, and have not even spoken hoc iviitten to him on account of it ; 
on the contraty, to procure for the mea who had so bravely served under 
my command their just rights, was the only businesa that brought me to 
court in the month of May, If I had not at last been sent back here 
without the means of paying them, no difficulty would have happened. 
As it 13 I have the satis&ction to know that none of them have complained 
of any ill treatment fi'om me. 

" I will write you often, and do everything in my power to convince you 
how mucli I wish to meiit your fiiendship, and with how much respect, 
and how profound regai'd, I have the honor to be, 

" Yom's, &c." 



The subjoined conyivial and gallant Lettei' was written to the 
Vlarquia de Nieuil : — 



"DaupJiim Boyak, £rest, June Qtk, 1118. 
" The Marquis nn Wieuil, 

"Were I disposed to be affronted with you, Mai'quis, you have given 
me a feir opportunity ; but, fortunately for you, being at present 
under a doud, I am not mounted on Pegasus, nor shall I be satirical in 
prose. 

" Since you have endeavored to prove by gi'eat force of reason and 
argument that you have made a bad bai^mn, 1 am determined to realize 
your 'dream,' as a punishment for your breach of ftiendship, for you 
know there is no friendship in trade. I intend to dine with you every, 
day if possible, and I will bring with me too father John, if I can, 
so that, as you will not save your wine, you have made a bad baigain 
indeed, 

" I thank you for your friendly caution to use the wine you have sent 
me with modeiation. As I am to drink so much on board the Dauphine, 
and as I do not incline to diink in the morning, your advice shall have 
its due effect. Some of your champaign will, perhaps, be reserved to 
make glad the hearts of our American fair ; and I hope, on such occa- 
sions, to ha\e SI) much 'remembrance' left, as to propose the health of 
the give)'. 



In tbe following lines anotJier metrical effusion of Jones is 
presented for pemsal : — 
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Verses written on hoard the Alliance off Vskant, ilie Ist day of Janvary, 
1780, immediatdy after escaping out of the Teael,from tlie Blockade 
of the British fleets ; hung in ansieer to a piece written and sent to 
the Texel hy a young Lady at the HoffM. 

I. 
" Were I, Paul Jones, dear maid, ' Uie King of sea, 
I find such merit in tliy virgin song, 
A coral crown Avifli bays I'd give to thee, 

A car which on the wayes should smoothly glide along : 
The Nereides all about thy side should wait. 
And gladly sing in triumph of thy state 
' Vi?al^ vivat, the happy virgin muse ! 
Of liberty the friend, who tyi'ant power pursues 1 ' 

II. 
" Or, happier lot ! were fair Columbia free 

From British tyranny,— and youth still mine, 
I'd tell a tender tale fo one like thee 

With looks and breast aa pure as hers — or thine ; 
If she approved my flame, distrust apart, 
Like faithful turtles, we'd have but one heart : 
Together then we'd tune the silver lyre. 
As love or sacred freedom should our lays inspire. 

Ill, 
" But since, alas ! the rage of war prevails. 
And cruel Britons desolate our land. 
For Eieedom still I spread my willing sails, 

My unsheath'd sword my country shall command. 
Go on, bright maid ! the muses all attend 
Genius like thine, and wish to be its friend. 
Trust me, although conveyed through this poor shift. 
My Wew-Tear's thoughts sx& grateful for thy g^ft." 

A letter Irom a Captain O'Connelly to tlie Chevalier will 
divert the reader. It proyes at once the popularity of Jones, 
and the emharrassment of the Captain, a wortliy IriEhmart, it is 
preBumed, who was mistaken for him : 
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'^Rotterdam, December lllh, 1779. 
" My Deak Commodore, 

" I am sincere! J sorry I could not haye the happiness of seeing you 
before setting off ft'om the Helder. Having hut little money to perform a 
long joui'ney, ohhged me to benefit of an occasion that ofiered in the cheap 
way to Amsterdam. You'll easily conceive my reason for quitting, 
although I take notliing from tbe merit of Mr. Ohamillard, yet, I thought 
myself too much advanced in years to be under his ordei's, besides, I 
perceived proceedings that wei'e not agreeable to me : and hope you don't 
take the step that I have taken amiss. Believe me, sir, that if I had the 
honor of being embarked with you, I would not quit you before the 
campaign was decided one way or the other. 

" If I have no other advantage by the cruise I have made I am amply 
recompensed by being conducted by crowds ff ill ranks thiougl the 
streets in eveiy town I come to in this country and cin t dii ua 1 thera 
but I am the brave Paul Jones, but they will absolutely \ ersist m then 
opinion, notwithstanding all the proofe I caa allege to the contnty 
"When I show them my passport, tiiey tell me I m^ke use of a iictitious 
name, so that I suppose they will make me believe at last I am vou 

" If in case you should come into France to arm for the next year in 1 
that you should have occasion for one in my way I b€g you may let me 
know, and you may depend I will join you on sicht \oull besuieot 
finding me by writing to Marquis de Braneas, Lieutenant General et 
Cordon blue in rue Tonmeau, F. S. G. Paris. As I have some demands 
to make of the minister, and aa Dr. Franklin could be of use to me on the 
occasion, you will greatly oblige m? if you will be so kind as to soheit him 
in my favor, if you think you can do it without putting yourself under 
any obligations to him ; for I would be veiy sorry to think that on my 
account you should liurt your delicacy in the least. If otherwise, and that 
you should think me worthy your remembrance, I will always esteem it as 
the greatest favor as long as I have the honor of being your most devoted, 
humble, and obedient servant, 

" O'COSBELLT. 

" P.8. If you should honor me with a few lines, my addi'eas is au OaffSe 
Conty, P. S. G-, Paris. My sincere compliments, if you please, to your 



In the course of his correspondence witli one of the most 
distinguJBhed citizens of America, who was at Paiis in 178T, 
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tha chevalier unveiled a court secret. He was, at that time, in 
New York, and wrote under date of tlie 4th of September of 
that year ; 

{Private.) " JVem Tmk, Sept. 4th, 1787. 

" His ExcelleiM^ Thomas jErpERSos, Esq. 
"Sib, 

" I am much obliged to you for tho letter from Madam T , which 

you fonvarded by the June packet I now take the liberty fo enclose a 
letter for that worthy lady ; and as I had not the happiness to introduce 
you to her (because I wished hor fortune to have been previously 
established), I shall now tell you, in confidence, that she is the daughter 
of the late K*** and of a lady of quality, on whom his M****** 
bestowed a very lai^e fortune on her daughter's account. Unfortunately 
the fether died while the dai^hter (his gi'eat favorite) was very young; 
and the mother has never since shown her either justice or natural 
affection. She was long the silent victim of that injustice ; hut I had the 
pleasure to be instrumental in putting her in a fair way to obtain redress. 
His present M****** received her last year with great kindness : he gave 
hei- afterward several particular audiences, and said he charged himself 
with her fortune. Some things were, as I have understood, fixed on, that 
depended solely on the K*** ; and he s^d he would dictate the justice 
to be I'endered by the mother. But the letter you sent me left the feeling 
author ail in tears ! Her fiiend — her protectress — her introductress to 
tlia K***, was suddenly dead ! She was in despair ! She iost more tiian 
a mother! A loss, indeed, that nothing can repair; for fortune and 
favor are never to be eompai'cd to tried friendship. I hope, however, she 
lias gone to visit (he K*** in July, agi'eeable to his appointment given 
her in the mouth of March. I am persuaded that he would receive her 
with additional kindness, and that hei' loss would, in his mind, be a new 
claim to his protection ; especially as he well knows and has acknowledged 
her superior meiit and just pretenaons. As I feel the greatest concern 
for the situation of this worthy lady, you will render me a great favor by 
writing a note, I'equesting her to call on you, as you have something to 
communicate from me. When she comes, be so good as to deliver her 
the within letter, and show her this ; that she may see both my confidence 
n you and my advice to her. 



with the highest esteem, f 



The latter part of the life of the Chevalier Jones was spent 
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partly in Hollaad and partly in France. He died at Pai-is, of 
water in the chest, on the 13tb of Septemher, 1792, and 
although a Oalvinist, his funeral -was attended hj a deputation 
of the Jlfational Assembly, and an eloq^uent oration pronounced 
over his tomb hj M. Marron. 

The following is the last "Will and T^tamcnt of the cherahcr, 
accompanied with schedules of the property which belonged to 
him at the time of his death :— 



[„u™ia™,.] 



BXEMPLmCATfON. 



PAUL JONES. 
Jwhj ISth, 1*792. 



" Before the underwritt«ii Notaries at Pans, person- 
ally appeared Mr, Joan Paul Jones, citizen of the 
United States of America, now residing at Paiis, and 
lodging in Touiinott Street, at the house of M. 
D'Arbergae, tipstaff to the Tribimal of the Third 
Precinct, whom we found in a parlor on the first 
story above the entry, lighted by two windows looting ott the said street, 
sifting in an easy chair, sick in body, but of sound mind, memory, judg- 
ment, and understanding, as appeared to us, the underwritten Notaries, by 
Ilia discourse and conversation, — who, with a view to death, did make, 
speak, and dictate to the said underwritten Notaries hia Testament, as 
follows, to wit : — 

"I ^ve and bequeath all the property, moveable and immoveable, and 
other property generally whatsoever, which shall belong to me on the 
day of my decease, in whatever countries the same may be situate, to my 
two sisters, Jane, wife of William Taylor, and Mary, wife of Mr. Loudon, 
and to the childi'en of my said sister's, to be divided into as many shares 
as my smd sisters and their children sball form individual peisona, and the 
same to be enjoyed by them in the following manner, viz : — My sisters, 
and such of their children as shall have attained the age of twenty-one 
years, shall enjoy their respective shares in full and property from the day 
of my decease : As to such of my said nephews and nieces as, on the day 
of my decease, shall not have attained the age of twenty-one years, their 
mothers shall enjoy their respective shares until they shall have attained 
the said age, chai^d with the board, maintenance, and education of the 
said children; and as my said nephews and nieces shall respectively attain 
the age of twenty-one years, they shall enjoy their respective shares in full 
and absolute property. If one or more of my said nephews and nieces 
shsll happen to die without issue, and before attaining the age of twenty- 
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one yeare, the ahai'e of such of them as shall so have died, shall be 
divided between my said sisters and my other nephews and nieces, by 
ec[ual portiena. 

" I appoint the Honorable Robert Morris, Esq^ of Philadelphia, my sole 
testam nta y Ex t I k -Ul tl test n nts a il odi 1 h h 
I may ha na 1 ten to th j t win h 1 n I j t ds 
contammg my la t will 

« It wa. thu. 1 n p L n d h t t I 1 tl 1 T t t tc it 

said d rwntt n N t-u tai ift w d t him b t th m th 

othe I I t ^ ai d -esd again wh h he dedaied w 11 to 

nnd rsta dalp tth ntPaTsth ght nth d y f July n 
the J 11 n th isind n hundr d and nntyt atfi Ikn 
the afternoon, in the apartment above described ; and the Testator has 
signed on the minute of these presents remmning with M. Pettier, one of 
the underwritten Notaiiea, in the mai'gia of which is written, Recorded at 
Paris, the twenty-fifth day of September, 1?92, the first year of the 
Republic, in the sixth Office. Received one hundred livi'es, provisionally, 
the duty to be hereafter finally settled, on the declaration of the revenue 
of the Testator. 

" De Fbanob, 

" Bahmier PorirBR." 



'^Philadelphia, City aiid County, ss. 

" These are to certify, that the foregoing is a trae copy fi'om a trfinsla- 
tion of a certain instrument of writing, written in the French language, 
filed and remmmiig in the Register's Office at Philadelphia. 

Given under the seal of office this tenth day of Novem- 
[Seal,] ber, in the year of our Lord one thousand seven 

hundred and ninoty-soven. 

"I. Wampole, D. Megister. 



'^Schedule of the Property of AdmiraUoltn PaulJones, as stated by him, 
to me, this 13th day of July, 1792. 

" 1. Bank Stock in the Bank of North America, at Philadelphia, six 
thousand dollars, with simdry dividends. 

" 2. Loan. Office Certificate, left with my fiiend John Ross, of Philadel- 
pMa, for two thousand dollars, at pai', with great arrearages of interest, 
being for 10 or 12 years. 
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" 3. Such balance aa may be in tlie hands of my sdd fiiend John Itoss, 
belonging to me, and sundry effects left in his care. 

" 4. My lands in the State of Veimont. 

" 5. Shares in the Ohio Company. 

" 6. Shares in the Indiana Company. 

" T. About £1800 sterling due to me fl'om Edwaid Bancroft, unless 
p£ud by him to Sir Robert Herriea, and ia then in Ms hands. 

" 8. Upwards of four years of my pension due from Denmark, to be 
asked ft'oia the Count de Bernstorff. 

" 9. Arrearages of my pay from the Empress of Russia, and all my 
prize-money, 

" 10. The balance due to me by the United States of America, of aun- 
diy cl^ms in Europe, which will appear from my papers. 

" This is taken from his month. 

"GovERNBus Morris. 



" This is to certify those whom it may concern, that the following papers 
and vouchers belonging to the estate of the late Commodore John Paul 
Jones, ai'e left in my hands, when any of the property is recovered, or 
payment obtained, to be accounted for to his heirs, according to his last 
"Will and Testament, agreeably to the copy left with me : 

" Major Wilham Trent's deed for three hundred shares in the Indiana 



"Robert Morris's note, at 12 months, for $3332 18, with interest at 6 
per cent., dated the ISth of July, 1'797. 

"Robert Moriis's note, at 2 years, for $3332 18, with interest at 6 per 
cent., dated the 18th of July, 1191. 

" Also, a certificate for 67 shares in the Pennsylvania Property Com- 
pany, deposited as a collateral security for the payment of the two notes 
above mentioned. 

"Ten certificates, "No. 2311 a 2320, for $300 each, dated the 10th of 
July, 1777, at 4 per ceni interest. Interest pdd till 1781. 

" Two certificates. No. 598 and 599, for $400 each, at 6 per cent, inter- 
est, dated the 25tii of June, 1779. 

" Two certificates, No. 685 and 686, for $400 each, at 6 per cent, int., 
dated the 18th of August, 1779. 

" One hundi'ed and forty-seven old Continental doUai's and lawful 
money. 

" Eichai'd Piatt's receipt for five shares in the Ohio Company, for $6000 
in ceilJfieates, and $50 in specie. 
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" Also, a number of lettets, accounts, joiirnala, li 
various other papers, are supposed to be of no value. 

" Robert Hvslop. 
"ITew-Yorli, Avigust 10th, 1V9Y." 



3il 
&c., with 



" P. S. LJkevFJse received at the same time, John G. Frazier's bill on 
William Frazier, Vir^nia, dated BordeauT, the 29th of March, 1119, for 
;6lOO, Virgima curi'enej", at 10 days sight, to be paid in Loan Office cer- 
tiflcates, boanng interest from the Ist of November, 1111, which bill was 
piCBCEted the 30th of August, 1781, and refused. 

"RoBBBT Htslop." 



Ae every thing relating to tiie Eevolutionaiy period must be 
interesting to the American public, and there being a maea of 
correapondenee between the Chevalier Jones and a number of 
the most distinguisbed men of tliat day, not included in tbe 
preceding life and character, we bave tbougiit that it would be 
historically uBeM to publish a part of them, in connexion witb 
his life, by way of Appendix. 
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"Marine O^ce, PkiladdpUa, Septe-rnber SOth, 1784. 
" The Cheviilier Paul Jones, Paris. 

" SiK, 

"I am to adtnowledge the receipt of your several fevors of 20th of 
December, 13th of Apiil, and 18th. of June last. I iave to reproach, 
myself for not making an eai'ly reply to the first, but I was so much 
hai'assed when I received it, that I could not find an opportunity. After- 
wai'd I lived in the daily expectation of making my personal acknowledg- 
ment, but since your stay in Europe has been delayed beyond either your 
expectation or mine, I now take the last opportunity which I shall evM 
have of expreaaicg my sentiments o£icially upon the zeal, activity, forti- 
tude, and intelligence, which you have exhibited on so many occasioDS in 
the service of the United States. Accept, I pray you, sir, this last feeble 
testimony which I can give, and which, however unequal to your deserts, 
is at least expfessive of that respect and sincere esteem with which, 
"I have the honor to be, &e. 

" K. MORBIS." 

"Paris, February 2lth, 1786. 
"Mr. Paul Jones, Commodore in the Kavy of the United States. 
" Sir, 
" I have received with much gratitude the mark of confidence which 
you have given me, and I have read with great eagerness and pleasure 
that interesting relation. 

" My first impression was to desire you to have it published, but af(«r 
having read it, 1 perceive that you had not written it with a view to pub- 
lication, because there are things in it which are written to the King, for 
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whom alone that work was intended. Ilowever, actions memorahle as 
yours are, ought to be made ltno>yn to tlio world by an authentic joui'nal 
published in your own name. 

"I earnestly entreat you to work at it as aooa as your afiairs will allow 
you ; and in the meantime, I hope that the King wUl read this work with 
that attention which he owes to the relation of the services which have been 
rendered to Mm hy a person so celebrated. 

" I beg you to be persuaded of the sincere attachment with which 
" I have the honor to be, &e. 

" MAtESHERliES." 



" J'aris, January \si, 1T86. 
" His Most Christian Majesty Louis, King of France, &c, 

" Histoiy gives the world no example of such generosity aa that of your 
Majesty towards the young republic of America ; and I believe there never 
was a more flattering compliment shown by a sovereign to his allies, than 
when your Majesty determined to arm and support a squadron under the 
flag of the United States. 

"Words cannot express my sense of the preference I obtained when 
your Majesty deigned to make choice of me to command that squadron, 

" Your Majesty has as much reputation for knowledge and the desire of 
information, as you have for wisdom and justice ; but beside -that consi- 
deration, I conceived it to be my duty to lay before your Majesty an account 
of my conduct as an officer, particularly from the date of the alliance be- 
tween your Majesty and the Unit«d States. Aa your Majesty understands 
English, I have perhaps judged ill by presenting extracts of my journal 
in Fi'euch ; my motive was to give your Majesty as little trouble 2& pos- 

" Accept, Sire, with indulgence, this confidential offering of my gi'atitude, 
which is an original written for your particular information. 

"It has been and will be the ambition of my life to merit the singular 
honor confeiTed on me by your Majesty's Brevet, dated at Versailles, on 
the 28th of June, 1780, which says, '8a Majesty voulant marquer au 
J. Paul Jones, Commodore de la marine des Etats Unis de I'Ameriea, 
I'eatima particuli4re qu'elle fait de sa personne, pour les preuves de bravoure 
et d'intrepiditS qu'il & donn^es et qui sont connuea de sa Majesty, elle a 
juge ft propos de I'associer h. I'institution du Mfeiite militaire,' Ac 

" The Congress of the United Sta1«s has, with great justice, styled your 
Majesty ' The protector of the rights of human nature.' 

" With the order of military merit your Majesty conferred on me a gold 
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swoi'd— -an honor wliidi I presume no oiher ofScer Las received; and 'tiio 
protector of tlie ngLts of iiumaii nature' will always find me ready to di'aw 
that Bword and expose my life for his service. 
" I am, Sire, witli the truest gratitude, 

" Your Majesty's most obliged and devoted servant, 

"PADI. J0NE3." 

" Protector of fair freedom's rights, 

Louis, thy virtues please thy God ! 
The good man in thy praise delights. 

And tyrants tremble at thy nod. 
Thy people's father, loved so well. 

May time respect ! When thou art gone 
May each new year of history tell. 

Thy sons with lustre fill thy throne. 

For the puipose of perpetuating the names and rank of the Amorican 
naval heroes of the Revolutionary War, the following authentic list of the 
commission officers is inserted in this work ; 



CAPTAINS AKD C0MMANDER8. 



WHEN APPOINTED. 


NAMES. 


TO WHAT -VESSEL C 


¥NS. 


December 22, Ills. 


Ezekiel Hopkins, 


Altiel 


30 


» 11 


Dudley SaltonstaJl, 


Tiumbnll 


28 


U il u 


Abraham Whipple, 


Columbus 


28 


" " " 


Nicholas Biddle, 


Andiew Doii'i 


16 


" " 


John B. Hopkins, 


Sebastian Cabot, 14 


April 17, 1116. 


William Mauley, 
Isaac Cozneau, 


Hancock, 


S2 


June 6, 


Thomas Thompson, 
Samuel Tompkins, 
Christopher Miller, 


Ealeigh, 


32 


<i H " 


John BaiTy, 


Elhn„h-im, 


28 


" " " 


Thomas Read, 


"Washmgt .n, 


32 


>1 " 11 


Charles Alexander, 


Delavnie, 


24 


<i .1 " 


James Nicholson, 


Vuffmn, 


28 


" 15 " 


Hector M'Niel, 


Boston, 


24 


.1 .i » 


ITiomas Gi'ennall, 


Congi &'.'(, 


28 


August IS, " 


Elisha Hinman, 


AJfied, 


30 
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Februaiy 5, 
Mm\5!i 15, 



May 1, 

June 18, 



1776. John Hodge, 

" John Manlay, 

" Lambeft Wickes, 

" WiOiam HaUock, 

*' Hoysted Hacker, 

" IsaiaL Robinson, 

" John Paul Jones, 

" James Josiah, 

" Joseph Olney, 

" James Eoherfaon, 

" John. Young, 

" Elisha Warner, 

" Lieut. Com. I. B^dwin, 

" Thomas Albertson, 

Henry Johnson, 

Daniel Watera, 

Samuel Tucker, 

WiUiara Burte, 

" Peter Jjandais, 

" Seth Harding, 

1779. Silas Talbot, 

" Samuel Nicholson, 

" John Nieholaon, 

" Henry Skinner, 

" Benjiimin Dunn, 

" Samuel Chew. 



Montgomery, 24 



Cabot, 
Sachem, 



1777. 



1778. 



December 22, 1775. 



LIEUTES'ANTS. 

John Paul Jonea, 
Ehodes Arnold, 

Stanshmy, 

Hoysted Hacker, 
Jonathan Pitcher, 
Benjan 

Joseph Olney, 
Elisha "Warner, 
Thomas Weaver, 

. M'Dougall, 

John S ' 
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July 22, 



August 17, 



Febraary 5, 



APPENDIX. 

11l5. Ezekiol Burrouglis, 
" Daniel Vaiigliaii, 
Israel Turner, 
Joseph Doble, 
Mark Dennett, 
Peter Shores, 
John Wheehight, 
JosJah Shackford, 
WJiliam Bainea, 
Thomas Vanghan, 
Jonathan Malthy, 
David Phipps, 

Wilaon, 

John Nicholson, 
Elijah Bo wen, 
John Eodeg, 
"William MoUaston, 
Eictai'd Dale, 
Alexander Murray, 

Plunkett, 

Joshua Barney, 
Isaac Buck, 
John Stephens, 
Ac[iiilla Johns. 



Second, 
Third, 



FiKt, 

Third, 

Fii'st, 

Second, 

First, 

Se<!oiid, 

Firet, 

Secoad, 

Third, 
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CHAEACTEK 



COMMODOBE JOHN PAUL JONES. 



IS of his 



TiiG incidents in tlie life of tke Chevalier John Paul Jones, as far as the 
papers in the possession of the author, and information from respectahle 
soui'ces will explain and establisli them, have been faithfully n 
preceding pages. It only remains to draw from them the fes 
character. 

It appears to the writer of this volume that there 
in estimating the merits of singular or extraordinary men. 
measured by a standard somewhat like that of Procrustes, b 
with which, those who were too long were cut ahoi-fer, and those who wore 
too short were stretched to a greater length. If an individual who has 
distingutehed himseSf in literature, in science, in the arts, in the affairs of 
state, or in arms, does not exhibit all the virtues of which human nature 
in its varieties is capable, he ia pronounced defective, and condemned 
accordingly. On the contraiy, where the partiality of ftiendahip or 
admiration would make a character, and the materials are inadequate to 
the structure, the individual is raised beyond his level by praises for 
ftivoloua qualifications, which, as they j'elato to human actions, ai'e utterly 



The memory of the ChevaUer John Paul Jones does not I'equire any 
thing more, to ensni'e its perpetuation, than a just representation of his 
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lis. There was aotMug artificial about hi 
Baturai ; and whethov he was addressing himself to Congress, to kings, 
nohles, or citizens, he nnifomily manifested the same frankness of disposi- 
tion and resolution of purpose. We do not expect to find absolute 
perfection in him or in any other man. The temperament which belonged 
to him, the spirit of adventure by which he was impelled, his cai'eless 
indifference to the accumulation of wealti, precisely in the propoilion that 
they existed in him, were indispensable to form John Paul Jobes. 
Every being acts agreeably to the constitution of its nature ; and it 
would be just as absui-d to look for a contemplative philosopher in the 
bustle of business, or a dai'ing naval commander in the ordinary pursuits 
of dvil life, as to seek for a gently purling stream in the ci'ater of a 
volcano. 

Of the birth, parentage, education, first associations, and early avoca- 
tions of Jones, but littie is known. That his rise in the world, whatever 
of fortune he had acquu'ed, and knowledge he had obtained, were princi- 
pally owing to his own personal appHcation and exeilions, is apparent. 
That he was no novice when he entered the American sei'vice, is equally 
manifest. That he undeistood the method of advancing his own interests, 
is also evident But there is this distinguishing trait in his character, 
which at once places him in the class of great men — his schemes for 
preferment were always founded upon considerations of accruing national 
benefits. Thus, when he insisted on his seniority of ratik in the United 
States ftom the data of his original commission, he claimed it as well from 
his efficiency aa an officer as from that drcumstance, "When, in Finance, 
he requested an independent command, he iirged it upon the ground of 
his eapaaty for rendering more essential services than othere to the 
common cause, and appealed to fects which no one could deny. And in 
Eussia, where his nautical skill was so conspicuous, and his gallant beha- 
vior against the Turks so beneficial to the empress, he merely sought for 
the reward to which his conduct entitied him. 

Although not pecuUai'ly trained to the usages of couils, he was obviously 
a courtier in no small degree ; for at Paris and Versailles he commonly 
carried his points against the intrigues of disciplined intriguers. He 
baffled the petty artifices of his rivals more by his energy, and the utility 
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of his plans, ttian by finesse and cunning. He had, nevertheless, a native 
shrewdness which was not easily foiled. The vivacity of his temper did 
not qualify him for prolonged neg^otiafions ; for, in his correspondence, as 
well as ia comhat, he was eager to grapple with his adversaiy, and to 
bring the question at issue to a t«rminatdon as speedily as possible. He 
was impatient when out of employment ; and notwithstanding that he 
was, in his m.omen1s of leisure, disposed to be convivial, and occasionally 
indulged in tie pleasures of sodety, it was more to relieve himself from 
the uneasiness of lassitude than from any positive inclination to prodigality 
or dissipation. The same activity of mind that incessantly urged him to 
seek for new enterprises, made him restiess in port, led him to the social 
board, or the society of the feir sex. Fruitful in expedienia, he was never 
at a loss for a fi'esh project in which his talents might shine. Returning 
from the Bahamas, he wrot« to his friends in Congress, pressing them to 
confide to him some new espedition; when in France, his various propo- 
sitions to the Minister of the Marine, showed the fertility of his genius ; at 
the close of the war of the American revolution, he soon found occupation 
in the fleet of Oathai'ine ; and when that scene closed upon him, he had 
his eye fised on an adventure against the Algerines. He was, emphatic- 
ally, a man of action; and, fond of writing, he was indeiatigable in 
recording not only his deeds but his sentiments. He seemed to abhor 
indolence ; and every hour that was not strictly devoted to the acquisition 
of glory, appeared to make him unhappy. 

There is reason to believe, from the frequent altercations in which Jones 
was eng^d, that he was fond of supreme command, and that he did 
not beai' with the beat grace the dictates of a superior, or even the advice 
of an equal. His weakness was that of selfishness in all that relates to 
personal fame. But who, in this respect, is not selfish! Sincere in 
fiiendship and intense in animosity, his feelings were expressed in strong 
and unequivocal teems. These, gaining cuireney, were seized upon to his 
disadvantage ; and his enemies, who could not disputo his bravery, 
continually tiiwarted Ids piu'poses, by representing him as a person better 
qualified for the command of single ships than of squadi-ons — better suited 
to execute than to direct an enterprise. The difficulties which ha had to 
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encounter with regard to piize-money, embroiled him with M. le Ray de 
Chaumont, who had been his friend and patron, and with whom he tad 
been upon the most intimat^ terms. This unhappy differenca arose chiefly 
from the different views which the parties took of the same transactions, 
and was probably precipitated faid continued by the impetuosity of Jones. 
The chevalier was hurt at the equality which the " Concordat " pi'esciibed 
bftween himself and the other captains in the squadron whose cruize 
toimmated m the captiue of the Soiapis That equality wounded the 
sensibihfy of Jones, and mterfeicd with his predominating passion for 
lenown It la kniwnto the authoi, fiom a letfei- dictated by Dr. Ftanldin 
fiom i bed of sickne'*'-, dated at Philadelphia, in November, 1789, to the 
elder M. le Ray de Chaumont, that he did not regard the latter in the 
same unfavorable hght that Jones did. In that letter, afer the close of 
the revolutionary wai', Dr. Frankhn speaks to hb old acquaintance as the 
friend of America ; a language which he undoubtedly would not have 
held had M. le Eay de Chaumont been guilty of any thing improper 
concerning the prize-money alluded to, or of anything dishonest touching 
the American cause. It has been verified to the author in a manner which 
leaves no room for doubt, that M. le Eay de Chaumont, until the time of 
his death, entertained for the Chevalier John Paul Jones tte moat sincere 
esteem, duly valuing his great faculties, but perceiving likewise the imper- 
fections of his temper, and his unbounded thiret for glory, which sometimes 
misled his judgment. 

Had Jon^ been horn within the limits of the United American 
Colonies, or been a native of France, he would perhaps have risen to a 
greater height of authority than he did in either country. He would not 
have ai'rived at greater honors; and the command of the America, 74, 
which was assigned to him by the unanimous vote of Congress, was 
probably as high a distinction as any that an American naval officer could 
at that time have aspired to : Indeed, it is one of the highest naval trusts 
in the gift of the government of the United States at this time. 

Jones displayed his ruling passion in other instances than those of a 
warlike character. He had his bust taken, and distributed casts of it to a 
number of American gentlemen of high standing ; and especially to 
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Ceueval WasMiigton, John Jay, General Irvine, General St. Clmr, Mr. 
Ross, Mr. Thomson, Seetetavy of Congress, Colonel Wadsworth, James 
Madison, and Colonel Carrington. The busts were made by M. Houdau, 
of Paris. In the medal voted to him by tie Congress he was also very 
particular. In giving directions for its execution he declared that he 
wonld have none struck hut in gold. 

The influence of Jones's achievements in Europe was veiy considerable. 
His firmness whilst lying in the Texel, the ability with, which he conducted 
himself in that critical situation, and the impression which his capture of 
the Serapis had made, had an effect on the dehheration of tlie States 
General of Holland, and hastened their resolutions in favor of the 
independence of the United States of America. 

Whilst in the command of a squadron in Europe, Jones had 
treated the Danish flag with much respect. When he visited Copen- 
hagen thk courtesy was recollected ; and the court of Denmavlc 
subset[uently granted him a yearly pension of fifteen hundred ris-doUars. 
At fet he did not touch this stipend, but his a^re felling into 
some embarr^sment, he accepted it ; not, however, without the 
privity, and, it is presumed, the assent of his own government Had 
his aifairs been in a more prosperous ti'mn, he wonld in all probability 
never have apphed for it. 

In his letter (o Lady Selkirk will be perceived the generous delicatr? 
of a noble mind. He could not restrain tlie cupidity of his men ; but he 
did what it remained in his power to do : he restored the plundered plate 
at the expense of his private pnrae, Alexander the Great himself never 
performed a more liberal action. 

On the whole, the Chevalier John Paul Jones was a man of strong 
natural faculties ; of a good English education ; of an ardent temperament ; 
of a ijuick penetration ; of a firm and daiing courage ; with an inchnation 
to hterature, an extraordinary ambition, a I'cstless activity of soul, an 
indifierence for money, a heart that felt for the distress of his fellow 
creatnres, a spiiit that would neither ^ve nor brook an insult, and a 
philanthropy co-extensive with the globe. Ho delighted in being 
considered an AnaerieaJi citizen, but was still more pleased with bemg 
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known as the fiiend of tlie humaa race, and aa the enemy of its 
oppressors. 

" Glory I Immortal gloiy, was his goal. 
On wliioh he fix'd his fond unerring eye ; — 
It nerv'd hia arm ; it warm'd liis inmost soul ; 
It taught him liow to live, and Ivoiv to die." 
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COMMODORE EICHABD DALE. 



Commodore Dale liaiing been mentioned in the coui'so of tlio foregoing 
life of the Chevalier Paul Jonea, a brief hiogcapHcal sketcii of that respect- 
able officer may be satisfactory to the reader. 

He was born on the Western Branch, four or five miles from Norfolk, 
Virginia. He went to sea when he was between twelve and thirteen 
years of age, and served his time in the employment of Thomas Kewton, 
a respectable merchant of Norfolk. In the autumn of 1715 he was tbo 
mate of a brig belonging fo Col. Newton, and arrived at Norfolk, where a 
British ship of war was lying, and things very ' unsettled. He pro- 
ceeded witt the brig up James River, to City Point. In March, 1776, 
Captsin Barrett, tlie commander of the brig, was engaged in the Virginia 
state aeiTice, and Commodore Dale was sent dovm the river by him to 
Saady Point, in a small schooner, for some guns, and was captured by a 
British tender and taken to Nori'oUt. In July he entered as a midshipman 
on board the United States brig Lexington, Capttun Barry. In. October 
lie sailed in that bri^ as master's ma.te, from Philadelphia ta Cape Fran- 
cois, On his retuiTi, towards the end of December, Commodore Dale was 
captured by the British fiigate Livei'pool, off the Capes of Vii^uia. The 
■wind was strong and the sea high at the time, so that the enemy could 
take only seven of the officers out. The temMning officeis and crew 
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retook the brig the following night, and carried her to Baltimore. On the 
1st of Januaiy, 1111, he was landed on Cape Henlopen, made tiie best 
of his way to Philadelphia, and was ordered by the Navy Depai-tment at 
Baltimore. From thence he sailed in March for Bordeaux, in the brig 
Lexington, Henry Johnston commander, and from Bordeaux to Nantes, to 
join Captain Wicks in the ship Reprisal, and Captain Samuel Nicholson 
in a cutter. He sailed on a cruise from that place in May or June to the 
Bay of Biscay, the English and Wsh ehanneis, and was chased into Mor- 
laix, where he remained for some time. He sailed from that port about 
the Il& or ISili of September, hound for the United States, and tire nest 
morning fell in with a BrilJsh cutter. After an action of four horn's, the 
ammunition having all been expended, the vessel struck, and Commodore 
Dale was carried mto Mill prison. He made his escape in February fol- 
lowing, snived at London, was retaken, and sent back to piison. In 
Febcuaiy, 1779, lie made his escape a second time, went up to Loudon, 
thence to Dover, to Calais, to PaiTs, to Nant^, and to L'Orieni, where he 
joined Commodore Joues, in the Bon homme Eichai'd, as master's mate. 
Before the sailing of that ship, Jones made him his first lieutenant. Com- 
modore Dale's account of the battle with the Serapis will be found in the 
preceding narrative. He returned, about the age of 22 years and 6 
months, witJi Jones in the Ariel to Philadelphia, where he entered on 
board the Trumbull of 28 guns. Captain James Kicholsoa, and was taken 
off the Capes of Delawai'e by two British sliips of war, and canied into 
New York, in August, 1781. He w^ exchanged in the succeeding 
November, 

When, under the present Constitution of the United St^itcs, the naval 
establishment was commenced. Commodore Dale was honorably remem- 
bered. Ho was appointed a captEon on the llth of May, 1798, to take 
rank from the 4th of June, 1794. In May, 1798, the command of the 
sloop of war Ganges, of 24 guns, was given to him, with orders to cruise 
between the Capes of Virginia and Long Island, so as to afford the best 
protection in his power to our jurisdictional rights, and to all vessels of the 
United States coming in or going off the coast, agiunst French ci'uisers. 
On the 1st of February, 1779, he went to the East Indies on furlough. — 
On the 28th of Apiil, 1801, he was appointed to the command of tiie 
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American squadron in tlie Mediterranean, to protect onr eommeri 
the attiicks of the E^genciea of Algiers, Tunis, and Tiijioli. He resigned 
his commission on the I7tli of December, 1803, and now resides in Phila^ 
delphia, in the bosom of an amiable family, respected and beloved by a 
numerous circle of relations, friends, and acquaintances, enjoying the fruits of 
his manly and patnotio exertions m the cause of American Independence. 
The following attesi^tion ot characteri by the Cijevalier Jolin Paul Jones, 
speaks impies'iH(l> ni 1m oi ji the gdlint, intrepid, and worthy veteran. 



Commodore J. Paul Jones's letter of i-ecmmnendation and certificate of 
merit for Lieutenant Richard Dale, dated July 18!A, l'?81. 

" The bearer hereof, Mr. Richard Dale, having served as a master's mate 
in ilie continental brigantine I^xington, and escaped from an English 
prison long after that brigantine was taken in tie European seas, was 
employed by me in Fi'snce in Uie spring of 1'7'79, on board the continental 
ship of war Bon homme Richard, aa a master's mate. In the summer of 
that year I promoted him to the station of lieutenant, and gave him a 
commission. He was with me as lieutenant in that ship on a cniise in 
the Bay of Biscay, and on the expedition from France round the west of 
Ireland, by the north, to the Texel. He afterward was with me as a 
lieutenant in the Alliance from the Texel to Spain and back to France, 
and from France he came with me as lieutenant in the Ariel to this dty. 
In the action between the Bon homme Eichard and the Serapis, he com- 
manded the fore pait of the battery of 12-poundeT3, and did his xitmost 
tiR it was silenced by the fire of the Serapis, the Counters of Scarboroug'h, 
and the Alliance. He aferward did his best to ass st at the pumps and 
other places, showing a fiimness and mihteiy ] nt wh ch does him the 
highest honor, and for which he has my part c lar thinlts When the 
Ariel was dismounted he showed no less firm es-s an I n the action 
between the Ariel and Tiiumph, did his duty with g eat sp it. Mr. Dale 
is included in the vote of thanks with which I have bee honored by the 
United States in Congi'eas assembled, since my retuiii from Europe, and 
will, I am sure, always approve himself a good man and deserving officer. 
Given under my hand and seal at Philadelphia this 18th day of July, ITSI," 
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LIEUTENANT ELIJAH HALL- 



Haviho given a brief outline of the character of Commodore Dale, it 
would be injustice to omit a due notice of another brave and meiitorioua 
officer, who served with the Chevalier John Paul Jones, We allude to 
Elijah Hall, who was a lieutenant under the Chevalier in the Ranger, 

Lieut. Hall had entered on board this vessel at Portsmouth, Wew 
Ham^whire, before her departure for Finance, and was in ber with Jones in 
bis cruise on tke coasts of Scotland and Ireland, in the descent on White- 
haven, and in the battle with the Drake. When Simpson behaved so 
badly as to disobey ordei's, it was Hall tliat was selected to arrest hiai, 
and to command the Drake in. bis stead. The prominent traits of Lieut. 
Hall's character were promptitude and energy ; of which he gave a 
remai'table instance in repairing the Drake in the coui^e of one night 
with the assistance of forty men, after Simpson had pronounced it impos- 
sible in her then shattered condition. 

Ueutenant Hall went fo Brest with Jones ; and when, through the 
benevolence of the latter, Simpson was put in command of the Ranger for 
the pui'pose of returning to America, Hall occupied the post of first 
heutenanti After bis return to the United States, he was engaged iu 
several expeditions against the enemy, on board the same ship with 
Commodore Whipple, and was very successful in making captures, moat 
of wHch arrived safely in port. When the America, 74, was assigned to 
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Jones, he offered Lieut, Hall a very honorable and efficient station in her ; 
but the gift of that vessel to France frustrated his good intentions. Lieut. 
Hall eventually proceeded in the Kanger, with other ahips-of-war, to assist 
ia the defence of Charleston, South Carolina, where he fell into the hands 
of the enemy, m common with the ganison, by capituiataon. He 
returned to S&v Hampshire, but was not exchanged until a general sur- 
render of prisoners. He nevei' resigned his commission, and was always 
ready for active service. At the close of the war of the revolution he 
engaged in commercial pursuits, by which he enriched himself; but 
suffered considerably by the British ordere in council and the French 
Berlin and Milan decrees. Although offered a pension by government, he 
would not receive it ; but accepted the ap^xiintment of naval officer for 
Portsmouth, a situation which he still retains at the advanced age of 83. 
With the snow of so many winters upon his head, he discharged his 
duty, it is understood, with the greatest satisfection to the merchants and 
othera, affording proof of an uncommon vigor of constitution and strength 
of intellect Faithful to his country and true to his duty in every sitaa- 
tion, there can be no doubt that a consciousness of probity has ensured 
tor him that inteEectual tranquillity, whioh is so favorable to human life. 

In dosing the forgoing sketch of the Life of Mr. Hall, the author wiU 
I emafli, to show the ti'ue patriotism that ever filled the inmost sou! of tWs 
late gallant naval ofScer, that after the passage of the act of Congi'ess, 
placing the officers of the revolution on the pension list, Mr, Hall politely 
refused to htve his name entered as a pensioner ; observing that, in 
defendmg his country, and assisting in giving her independence, he was 
domg but his duty as an American officer, feeling content in having the 
appiobation of his heroic commander PaulJones, endorsed byhia country, 
which would be left as a legacy to his children, and far more valuable than 
a pension certificate. 



PAUL JOH"ES TO COL. SHERBURNE. 

Thb Mowing letter from Paul Jones to his fiiend, Colonel Sherburne, 
late Judge of the Admiralty Court of New Hampshire (the fetier of the 
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author), sho^vs ttat Jones was achooled in the feshionaWe circles of 
etiquette as ivell as in the well known school of disdpline in tlie navy, so 
highly necessary on board a man-of-war, and to which may lie attrihuted 
ihe many signal triumphs in hattling with the British commanders on the 
ocean, and caiTying in triumph the flag of independence which he was 
never known to strike, while, like a meteor, he dashed over the seas in 
quest of new victories over a proud and cruel enemy. 

The letter will also do away the false impression that Jones was dis- 
tressed in his pecuniary means after the peace with England in 1783. 
The Mrs, Langdon mentioned was the aunt of the author and wife of the 
late Governor John I^angdon, of Portsmouth, New Hampshire, who was 
the Navy Agent during the Revolutionaiy war at Poitsmouth, where was 
huilt and fitted for a cruize the sloop-of-war Ranger, of 20 guns, com- 
manded hy Paul Jones, — which aHp captured in the Irish Channel, off 
Carrickfergus, the British ship-of-war Drake, of 22 guns, and sent her as 
a prize into Brest under command of Lieut. Elijah Hall (father-in-law of 
the author), a hiogi'aphical sketch of whose life is published in this 



" You did me ti h t t y 1 d m 1 tt f te j u- 

awival in Fiance, wf h liim m hank 1x>tl m 1 f j tt 

tion, and on accou tftlplt«coilmt.tp\my d is 

an officer. Mi/ z h llh mpUl tiiu t ti 

but my projects w tantly mj d f want t !W It 

peace, and, I hop Imyh cct tol arm I was 

hopes you would h b ght som 1 tt I [ I my If tl t 

if some of my Pa lai f ds had kn wn f ih ip t ty th y w Id 
have embraced it I 1 U h glal t Ii f m y t Phi I Iphi 
where I expect to tmd myself httllff Ifth tl I 

here for the reeove y f my 1 1th wh ch ha> b h d t te 

since my return fr m So th 4m 

" You win obh^ with th h to y f i t 1 ih tat 

world at Paris, as 11 is tl (q h? w Id tV tsm th. \ 
will please to mal j p tf il pi ' t y t M L 

don, and to any th f fh f 1 Ties to w! y h to 
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think ttey ivill he aeceptaljle ; of which, dear Colonel, yoit are to rmtder 
an account 

" I am, deal' Sir, 

" Your moat otedient and most Iiiimble scvant, 

" John Paul Jones." 
Col, Johk S. Shbrbbrnb, 1 
Porfamouth, K- 

New Hampabire. ) 

" P. S. — Perhaps I may visit Portsmouth this fall. In the mean time, 
do you know of any advantageous scheme where three or foui' thousand 
pounds sterEng might be employed ? " 

PAUL JONES'S PILLAGE OF SELKIRK CASTLE, 



If'or which he was branded a Firate by England. 

The authoi' will refer the reader to page 50 in this work, to an 
unanswerable, polite, and most feeling letter fiym Commodore Paul Jones, 
commanding the U. S. sloop of wai' Ranger of 20 gims, dated May 6th, 
1778, on board his victorioiis ship, the day following his capture of the 
British ship of war Drake, after a long and bloody engt^ement, yard-arm 
and yard-ami, off Cai'rickfergns, Ireland, in which is fully and most feel- 
ingly explained the reason of his visit to St. Maiy's Isle, the taking of the 
plate, &C., and its intended restitution on his arrival at Brest ; all of which 
will be seen in the eoirespondence on the subject; — Jones most strictly 
complied with his promise to the very letter. For this, this gallant naval 
officer was branded a "freebooter," "pirate," &c., by England, echoed by 
Europe, and re-echoed by his enemiffl in America, This vile censorious 
stigma rested on the hero's name until he had lain quietly in his grave for 
thirty-three yeais, not even his own relations would own him as a relation 
in Scotland, or in South Carolina, until the author published an authentic 
history of the life and character of Paul Jones, under the supervisement 
of the late Samuel L. Southard, Secretary of the Navy, assisted by the 
late ex-presidents Thomas Jefferson, Mr. Madison, and John Quiney 
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Adams, also the Marquis La Fayette, as will be seen in this work from 
their correspondence with tte author. And notwithstanding the copy- 
right was purchased for publication in London, from the Author, by 
John Murray, of Albemai'le street, through his banters. Baling, Brothel's, 
& Co., thus placing the chai-acter of Paul Jones on an equal, if not a 
snperior footing with many of the Britash admirals, yet still his name was 
stigmatized in England whenever it happened to be named, and for the 
sole cause Britain never can forgive Jones for bearding the "licm" in his 
lair, capturing their eraci: frigaf«B single handed, dashing through her 
proud, hitlierto invindble fleets, taking their most valuable merchant ships 
in sight of their harbors, landing and spiking the guns in their foils, 
eaiTying off praoners to exchange for American seamen who were dying 
in British prisons, and causing alarm thraughout the coasts of England, 
Ireland, and Scotland, which cost millions of gold to defend against the 
small American squadron of Paul Jon^ whom they stigmatized the pirate, 
although under the protection of the American flag which he first hoisted, 
but never disgraced by striking it to a foe. The whole history of the 
landing at St. Mary's Isle, the taking of the plate from Selkirk Caatie, was 
given verbally to the author by the late Elijah Hall, of Porfemoutli, New 
Hampshhe {father-in-law to the author), and one of the Eeutenants who 
landed at the Isle, and superintended the packiug of the plate to convey 
on board the Ranger, every article of which (as will be seen in the corre- 
spondence page SO) was returned in the same good order a few months 
subsequent to its bdng carried from the castle, and duly, politely 
acknowledged by the Earl of Selkirk, with many thanks to Captain John 
Paul Jones, of the American JVawy, — not Paul Jones the Pirate. 

Commodore John Paul Jones on the ocean, during the American 
revolution, was, as General Washington on the land, never known to be 
defeated in battle, and neither ever receiving a wound, seemingly under 
the protection of Providence in America's struggle for independence. 

The foUowing is a copy of letters of administration taken out by the 
author for the purpose of examining the accounts of Paul Jones at the 
Treasury of the United States, to see if his hell's had any demand on the 
government ; the result was, that no demand could be made, as the books 
and accounts at the treasury show conclusive evidence, that previous to 
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Paul Jones's departure for Europe, after the peace of 1783, te had, in 
person, settled im accounts at tlie Treasury, and received in full all and 
every just demand for pay, ratians, &c, since lie entered the navy in 
1776, likewise all ^rise-money due, as he paid liimself while iu France, as 
will be seen by page 276 in this work. The piizes sent into Bergen, in 
Norway, in 1799, as per insurance iu London, to £50,000 sterKng, is still 
due from Denmark, as will be seen by flie joint resolution of Congress in 
appendix of this work, passed and approved July, 1848, in wMch all the 
officers, seamen, and marines who seiTed under Paul Jones, in 1779, sxe 
entitled to a share of this money according to their lelatue lank, or tleir 
heirs and assigns when it shall be received from Denm<uk, except the sole 
heir of Paul Jones and hell's of Captain Laadais, who have received their 
fiiU share of the above amount from the U. S. Treasury, per acts of Con- 
gress, as will be seen in this work. Paul Jones's heirs are all dead but 
one, — Miss Lowden, a grand-niece, and daughter of the late John Lowden, 
merchant of Charleston, 8, C, who was a nephew of Paul Jones. The 
author, to be positive as regards the hen's, made full enquiry on hb late 
tour in Scotland, and issued a public notice through the press in Scotland, 
notifying all concerned to send or call on the author at Tate's Eoyal 
Hot«l, Prince Sti'eet, Edinbui'gh, or t3ie Star Hotel, James's Sguai'e, 
Glasgow, but no response to the notice to this date. 

The splendid sword presented in person to Paul Jones by Louis XVI, 
of France, for his heroic achievemenls during tlie American. Eevolutionary 
war against the British, is now in possession of Captain Dale, U. S. Nary, 
Philadelphia, son of the late Commodore Ridiai'd Dale, first heuteuant 
under Jon^, This splendid sword, the only relic left of value as belonging 
to Paul Jones, should be demanded by Miss Lowden, only heir, as the 
author has no evidence or knowledge how this sword came into tlie pos- 
sesion of Commodore Dale, and by what right it is still held from the 
heir of so distinguished and heroic naval commander of the revolutioa; — 
an explanation should be demanded. 



"District of Columbia. 
" County of Washington, to wit : 
" United States of America, 
"To all pei'sona to whom these presents shall c 
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" Know ye, that whereas John Paul Jones, late of the Umted States 
Navy, deceased, hath died intestate, 03 it is said, leaving certain goods, 
chattels, and personal estate to be administered ; Now, Jmow ye, That 
administratioa of all and angulai' the goods, chattels, lights and audits of 
the said John. Paul Jones, deceased, is hereby granted and committed 
unto Col. John Henry Sherburne, of the County and District aforesaid. 

" Witness, Nathaniel P. Caurin, Esquire, Judge of the Orphans' Court 
of Washington County aforesaid, this 18th day of February, in the year 
of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and thii'ty-nine, and of the 
Independence of the United States the sixty-second. 

" Test, Edward N. Eoach, Jdegister of Wills. 

" Oath administered to the above named administtator, and sworn 
before me on the day above mentioned, and public notice in the papers 
duly ^ven. 

" Edwaiu) N. Koaoh, RRffisUr of Wilh:^ 



OFFICIAL LETTEKS TO THE AUTHOR, 



Fr(m, the First Auditor of the U. S. Treasury. 

" Treasury Dejnrtment, Washington, May 'lili, 1827. 

"SlK, 

"Will you have the goodness to infonn tliis Department, where an 
official list of the crew of the United States frigate Alliance, wten com- 
manded by Commodore John Paid Jones in the Eevolutionaiy War, 
exhibiting a distribution o{ prize^mmey, can be pi-ocured ? It is not to be 
found in either of the State or Ti'easuiy Departments. 
" Veiy respectfully, sir, 

" Yonr obedient servant, 

"Jesse Milibb, 1st Auditor. 
" Col. Jona H. Shebbosne, Author Life of Paul Joues, ) 
Washington City." i 
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From the Register of the Treasury of the United States. 

" Tnamry Department, Register's Office, August 2 



"After a careM examination of the files of ttia office, the only paper 
found in relation to the prize-money ($50,000) due to the offieeM and 
crews under command of the late Commodore John Paul Jones, is a copy 
of a certified copy of the crew of the Bon komme Richard and Alliance. 
Wo original muster or pay roll appears to have been filed with any of the 
accounts for prize-money mentioned in the hst made out for you by Mr. 
irnderwoo<l, herewith returned. I also enclose a memorandum of Mr. 
Underwood on the subject of the lists. 

" I am, veiy respectftdly, yours, &c., 
"Djvitibi. Graham, ] 
" Col. John H, Sherburke, Present." 



From J. W. Underwood, Chief Clerk of First Auditor's Office, as -mm- 
tioned in Mr. Graham's letter, of August 2i, to ike author, 

"Sib, 
" I have no recollection of ever having seen the original rolls of which 
Colonel Sherburne spealra in 1837. I was not Chief Clerk then, and had 
nothing to do with the distribution of the prize-money, hut after the 
resignation of Mr, Mahan, Chief Clerk, I had to adjust one or two of the 
accomxls, and in doing so, referred to lists filed with one of the early 
settiemenfs, perhaps the fii^st, under the third section of act of Congress, 
3d March, 1837, (Naval Appropriation,) but the lists, I am peisuaded, of 
the Bon homme Richard and Alliance were not originaU, but copies ; they 
are to be found, 1 presume, now filed with said settiement. I think that 
about a year since Major T. L. Smith (late Register) made inquiry fw 

" Yours ti'uly, &c., 

"J. W. Undebwood. 
" Hon. Daniel Graham, Register of the Trcaauiy." 

From the Secretary of State to the author, 

" Department of Slate, April 18th. 
"Sir, 
" In answer to your letter of the 1 4th instant, I have to inform you tiiat 
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there are no muster rolls of the fiigate Alliance, in 1T82, among the 
papers of Commodore John Paul Joecs in this Depaitment 
" I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

"James Buchakan, Secretaiy of State. 
"Col. John H. SnERBUBKE, Present,'' 



PRIZE MONEY 
,, seamen:, and MARiKsa Off THE IT. e. huoates 

] EIOHARD AND ALLIANCE, L'JJDEB COMMAND OF OOM- 
i JOHN PAUL JOKES IN lIlQ, AND KOT PAID UNTIL MAUCH, 

183T, AND THRU thivty-seven years' interest refused to the heies op 

THE GALLANT TARS, SO JUSTLY DDE. 

While the author was exanuning the documents and papers which 
Ex-Preaident Thomas Jeffereon had sent him a year previous to the 
patriot's death, all relative to his friend, the late Paul Jones, a discovery 
was made of great imporiance which had been seoi'eted since 1800, viz. : 
That Paul Jones had paid into the hands of Mr. Jefferson then Minisfer 
to France, and on the eve of returning to the United States, $50,000 to 
he by him deposited in the U. S. Ti-easury for the benefit as prize money 
due to aU those officeia and men who served in the American sqiiadron 
in Europe, and to he paid them by the government pro rata immediately 
after the amount was deposited by Mr. Jefferson. It was the last day of 
February, IBS'?, when it was by accident discovered by the author, who 
at once called at the Ti^asuiy to ascertain why and wherefore this large 
amount of money had been so long withheld from the brave lars of the 
j'evolution who had fought and bled under their heroic commander, while 
carrying in triumph the flag of liberty over every sea, seehing and captur- 
ing the foe, to independence. On examination there it was found correct, 
but the money could not be withdrawn without an act of Congress, which 
body was then in session, and hut three days remained before adjournment. 
The author called on the Kevolutionary Committee, stated the ease which 
was satisfactory, when they agreed to report it to the Ilouse that morning, 
and endeavor to have it attached as a rider to the Wavy Bill, then 



Hosted by 



Qoo^z 



APPENDIX. 367 

'e tlie Senate for amendment, on its return to tlie House, which proved 
1 hy a unanimous vote. The author, by authority, advertised 
through the press for all coHcenied to forward their claims to the first 
Auditor of tie Ti'easmy for payment according to their rank, and the 
following ia an official statement tj'ansmitted to the author in 1842, giving 
the nam^, rank, and prize money paid to claimants, Ac., viz. : — 





Paid 


m 1838. 




Lawrence Brooks, 
Cutting Lutit, 
Jonathan Wells, 
Gilbert Wall, 
Eichai'd Wall, 


Surgeon, 
Lieutenant, 
Gunner, 
Seaman, 


Bon homnie Richard, 


S141 4-1 
1%'^ 74 
79 58 
36 88 
36 88 


Aai'on Goodwin, 
Benjamin Bakh, 
John Green, 
Thomas Balch, 


Chaplain, Frigate AUiance, 
Carpenter's Mate, " " 
Seaman, 


29 84 
47 74 
79 58 
39 79 


Thomas Case, 




" ii 


39 19 


Joseph Ferdinand, 
Ephraim Clark, 
John Gunnerson, 


" 


Bon liomroe Richard, 


39 79 
120 H 

$1470 92 




Paid -m 1839. 




Eichard Dak, 
Samuel Stacy, 
Samuel Guild, 
Amos Windship, 
Benjamin Balch, 
Andrew Withan, 
Samuel Gray, 


Fii'st Lieut., 
Sail. Masf«r, 
Surg. Mate, 
Surgeon, 
Chaplain, 
Seaman, 


Bon homme Richard, 
Frigat« Alliance, 


$756 58 
786 58 
79 58 
189 14 
15 00 
SO 79 
39 79 

S1877 3Q 




Paid 


% 1840. 




Jacob Kuttcr, 
John Stiokney, 


Qu'r Master, 
Seaman, 


Frigate Alliance, 


$79 53 
19 90 
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Paid m. 1841 and 1842. 

Nathaniel Famimg, Midshipman, Eon honimo Eictard, $ 66 42 
Henry Lunt, Lieutenant, " " " 387 40 

3i3899 S3 

-p. ^ . ^ ' } im. 200.— Beport No. 206. 
iu'st session. j -^ 

Feh-aary 10th, 18i6. 

Read and committed to a Committee of the Whole House to-morrow. 

Mr. Maday, fivam the Comnuttee on Naval Atfaiva, reported the follow- 



"For the Relief of ilie Heirs of John Paul Jones. 

" Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Eepi'saentaliyes of the 
United States of Ameiica in Congress assembled, That the accounts 
of the late Commodore John Paul Jones with the United States 
be referred to the Secretary of the Treasury, to adjust and pay upon the 
principles of justice and equity, according to acts in similar cases, and 
applicable thereto. 

"Seeiion 2d. — And be it further enaffied, Tliat the Secretary of the 
Treasury is hereby instnicted to pay to the legal representatives of the 
said John Paul Jones, out of any moneys in the Treasury not otherwise 
appropriated, his proportion of the value, as estimated by Benjamin 
Franklin with int^reat, of three prizes captured by the squadron under tie 
command of the said Jonea, and delivered up to Great Britain by Den- 
mai'k in 1119 ; to ba apportioned on the basis of the distribulaon of a 
settlement made with, for prizes captiu'ed by the said squadivn, and 
received from the Court of France, and confirmed by Congi'ess in 1787; 
the said proportion to be deducted from the indemnity to be tecMved fi'om 
Denmaj'k, in satisfaction of the loss sustained in the three prizes 



Passed, and approved by the President of the United States, July 6, 
1848, granting $50,000 to the heirs of the gallant hero, leaving $150,000 
of the Danish Claim to be disti'ibuted among the officers and crews in the 
Squadron of 1779, when demanded. 
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OFFICIAL CORRESPONDENCE, 

EBLATIVB 10 THE EEMOVAL OF PAUL JOKEs's REMAIKB FROM PASIS TO 
ST. LAWBENCE, COMM 



The author liad made a request of Mr. Bancroft, in writing, in 1845, 
when at the head of the Navy Department, asking that the remains 
might he hrought home, in one of the return ships in the Mediteiranean, 
hut received no reply. 



^'Ifavy Department, January 30(7i, 1851. 



"Sir, 



Y to the request contained in your letter of the 3'7th instant, 
an order has this day been issued to the commander of the frigate St. 
Lawrence, directing him to receive on board at Southampton, the remsuns 
of the late John Paul Jones, to he transported to New Torlt. 

" I am, respectfully, your obedient servant, 

" William A. Gkaham, Secretary of the Navy. 
" Col. John H. Shekburnb, New York." 



As there were no instructions in the above letter to receive the author 
on board the fi'igate St Lawi'enee, with the remains of the late Commo- 
dore Paul Jones, at Southampton, (England,) to be taken to New York, 
the author addressed a note to the Secretary, to inquire if it were neces- 
saiy for a specific order to the commander of the St Lawi'ence to that 
effect, and the following letter from the Secretary wishes it to be so under- 
stood, both by the Department and the commander of the frigate, Captain 
Sands, that the author should accompany the remains to New York, in 
the fi'igato. 



" Namy DepartmerU, Fehruai~ij 21si, 18S1. 



" Your letter of the 20tli instant, requesting that directions may be 
given to Commander Sands to receive you on board the irigate St. Law- 
rence, on your arrival at Southampton from Paris, with the remains of the 
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kte John Paul Jonea, lias been received. The Depai'tmeiit does not de 

difBculty in the case. 

" I am, i-espectfully, youv obedient servant, 

" William A. Graham, Secretary of the Navy. 
" Col. JoHK H. Shbrsuiinb, New York." 



Extract of a letter from a distJngviished author in Philadelphia, relative 
to the removal of the remains of the late Coniinodoire Paul Jones from 
France to the United States, to the author. 

" My Dear Colobbl, 

" I tegret exceedingly that I was not able to see you preyious to your 
departure for New York. So fearful was I that you would not decide as 
I desired as regai-ds the disposition of the remains of Paul Jones, that I 
eonehided to send this letter after you, 

"I repeat fo you, that in no event must the remains ot the Chevalier 
Jones repose anywhere save in this country Auienca which is the legatee 
of his fame, should be the guardian of his ashes I guai«uitee to you a 
most glorious reception, an honorable and pubho interment fov them. 
This I give you on. my own personal responsibility But that were need- 
less ; for so soon as we leai'n that you aie ibout to start with them, so 
soon will we pvepai'e for a public demonatrition, which will he enthu- 
siastic. 

"On no account must the remains of Paid Jones repose in other than 
Amerioan soil. 

" "Witii sentiments of the highest respect, I am, dear Colonel, 

" Yours very truly, &c." 

Letter from the Hon. llicbard Rush, Minister to the Court of St. Cloud, 
to the author, in relation to the removal of the remains of Commodore 
John Paul Jones to the United States, for interment at Washington City, 

" Legation of the United States, Paris, January Sd, 1848.) 
3, Rue de Matignon. ) 

" Mt Dear Sir, 
"In reply to your letter of the 28th ult., I beg to say, that on your 



arrival at Para I will gladly aid you 

be proper and practicable, on my part, towards the 

propose to yourself, of removing to our country, ' 



ions or steps that may 
iteresting object you 
interment in th.o Con- 



gress cemetery at Washington, the remains of Paul Jones, from their 
present entombment in this captal. But, uuinstructed by the Secretary 
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of State on this subject, and uninformed if Congress has passed any reso- 
lution in r^ard to it^ I must wait your anival for infonnation on theae 
and otliev points, preliminaiy to any steps of mine, official 
witli this government or the public authorities of Paiia oi 
I have no knowledge of the place of Jiis interment, of which, periiap, you 
may know something. I am happy to see, by our papers, that the Senate 
has already, at the pi-esent session of Congress, passed a bill for the relief 
of the heirs of this gallant pabiot and warrior of our Eevolution, 
" I remain, dear sir, very respectfully, 

" Your obedient servant, 

"EiOHAun EcsH. 
" Col. John H. Sherbukne, 96 Sti'and, London." 



NAVY AND REVENUE SERVICE. 

The author professes to have had some experience hi naval as well as 
miUtaiy matteis, during the last quarter of a century, and the pleasure of 
corresponding with officers of high rank in both departments, while 
hotding responsible confidential appointaiients under the several adminis- 
trations ; consequently his feelings naturally became enlisted in their 
behalf, more espeei^ly when neglect, or injustice, seemed their only reward 
for long service and sacrifice in the cause of our model republic, tlie pole- 
star, on which all Bations now gaze wilh astonishment at its pow«r, 
magnanimity, and greatness. 

While casting a glance over the printed naval register for the curi'ent 
year (which was politely inclosed to the autlior from the department, a 
copy of which is added in the appendix to this work), and seeing so many 
officers mai-ked " of duty" or " maiiing orders'* the idea suggested itself, 
why the revenue cwtters on the several stations should not be of&eered 
fi'om the navy instead of taking civilians from their trade or profession to 
command cutters^ being wholly ignorant of navigation, or the discipline 
required on bowd ship, &c 

Therefore, would it not, under such circumstances, be advisable for the 
Secretary of the Navy (who is ever alive to all that concerns the wcifni'e 
of the department over which he presides with so much credit to the 
Eepublic) to suggest the expediency, at the next session of Congress, of 
placing the revenue cutters under the command of lieutenants in the navy, 
and ordering passed midshipmen to them as acting lieutenants, with two 
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or three midshipmen to learn, practical navigation coastwise, until other 
duties can be given them. If this were done, active employment would 
be given to a goodly number of the gi'ade of officera named, -who are 
anxious for active service and a chance for a more tliorough knowledge of 
their profession, which the present hmited nnmber of our vessels of wai', 
and the yearly increase of ofGcere of these gi'ades, now prevent. In fact 
revenue cutters ivouH prove good schools for the officers, inasmuch aa 
they would, in time, become efficient pilots on our widely extended coasf^ 
which would not only be useful ki them, but of gi'eat importance to the 
whole country in time of «Ktr, more particularly aa these officers, on being 
transferred to large ships of war, could, on any emergency, act as skilful 
practical pilots on approaching the coast, or entering haib rs in war jr 
peace, in calms or t«mpesfs, without waiting for a hoibor jilot 

If economy be the foundation of a itepublican form of govei nment ts it 
would seem to be, a regulation as suggested would pr (e in immense 
saving on the calls of the Treieuvy ; for tJie gi'ade ot ofhceis lUudel to 
who are from year to year doing no active service and drawing regulirly 
their fvM monthly pay avd rations, if ordei'ed to the cutters would not 
increase the appropriation for the navy but a mere tniie, while an immense 
saving would unqu^tionably be made fo tiie nation by substituting the 
navy officei's for the present revenue officers, who, neai" half of their time, 
are, witli their beautiful craft, at anchor in havboi's, or engaged on fishing 
and other exeui'sions during the summer montia, and, in winter, most 
frequcntiy, are seen frozen up in the ice, and lielpless as a birch canoe. 

It will be easily conceived that the minds of navy ofGcera must neeessa- 
rdy become uneasy when they ire continued too long in any one grade, 
•»nl become ^mty whiih mutt I e the case while the pieaent hw e^'ts 
legidatmg tlie namhu in the service and consequently flovi piomotioni , 
fot it must be lonceled by all who are anywise atquamtcd with na^al 
tactics that it IS the woik of many yeiis' study and experience to acqune 
the hyh degiee of science necessary to a great sea officer, ind the pUn 
suggesfrt-d of haviU;^ the leienne cutters officeied b^ lieutenants oiil 
midshijmen, would be one si j> towirds allowing thei-e offii^is '.ome 
chance of acjuinng a kntwledge of their proftssion befoie they beccnic 
ffi-ey, as some aU'cady are, and also to ieam that there is as much difference 



Hosted by 



Google 



A r P E N D I X . 3Y3 

between a 1 attle between two ships, and an engagement between two 
flepta as thi„TP is between a duel and a ranged battle between two armiea ; 
thit the mere holding a eommission and weaiing a button for twenly years 
on shore js no eyidence of an officer being a thorough seaman, or fit to 
command a man of war in case of sndden emergency. A navy may be 
o^cered but it la not so snre Hiat ofEcers are always equal to tlieir 
eotnmuiKms Let them have experience. There are about thirty vessels 
in the levenne service, officered by civilians, to the number of over a 
Lundioi while streets and hotels are thronged with supplemental navrd 
officeru ilnwing ( ty and soliciting service in vain. 

FRIGATE PAUL JONES. 

TuR a\ithor baa repeatedly been asked the question, both in Europe and 
his own eountiy, why the government omitt«d naming a ship of war in 
honor to the memory of Paul Jams, who so distinguished himself in the 
American Kevolution, and so tiiumphantly disputed with England the 
supremacy of the sea, by conquering her cracl: frigates, angle handed, 
whenever an opportunity offered, and sending them as prizes into port. 

In answer to this question, the author has invariably screened the go- 
vernment from any reproach for the want of any neglect on their part in 
the desire that a frigate of the first class should expressly be built, to be 
named the Paul Jones, in memory of the late naval chieftain, and the 
following act was passed wnaniimmly by Congi'ess, and approved by the 
President, June SQth, 1834. — See volume 0, page 121, section Ist, chap- 
ter 125, Laws of the United States. 

"An Act authoring the Purchase of Live-oak Frames for o, Frigate and 
Sloop of War, and for other Navoi Purposes : 

" Section First. Be it enacted by tlie Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the United States of America in Congi'ess assembled : That the 
Secretary of the Navy be and he is hereby authorized to direct the pro- 
curement, in the usual mode, of a live-oak ftame for a frigate, to be c^led 
the Paul Jones ; and of a live-oak frame for a sloop of war, to be called 
the Levant ; and the sum of 850,000 is hereby appropriated, out of any 
money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, for that pui'pose. — 
Ap^iroved June SOtk, 1834." 
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It is for the late Wavy Board of Commissioneis to answer the inquiry, 
why tliey neglected, in the face of the above act of Congress, approved hy 
the Pi'esident seventeen years ago, and who were then authorized by law 
to name the public ships m they were ordered to be built, to obey the 
law in pwrohaaing the live-oak for the building of the ftigato to be called 
the Paul Johbs, or say what becaaie of the fifty thousand dollars spe- 
cially apprepriaied for the object named. The ships BMnbridge, Decatur, 
WaiTen, Dale, Someiis, et al, were buift and so named by the then Navy 
Board, but it would seem that the name oi PaulJones, the hero who first 
pi'oolaimed to the astonished world that the cross of Britain had been 
humbled by the modest bunting of America in. single combat, was inien- 
tiimaUy forgotten by the Honorable Navy Comnnssioners in 1834, 

It is hoped by the author, (as the humble biographer of the late Com- 
modore Paul Jonea,) that the present enet^tic Secretaiy of the Navy, 
whose patriotic feelings have never been known to wane under any eir- 
eumatances, will, at a ewivenient season, see proper to make the inquiry 
relative to the foregoing act of Congi'esa, and why it was not cai'ried into 
effect ; as the $50,0Cf0 could not be ti-ansfeiTed to any other use without 
act of Congi'eas, it is to be presumed the amount yet remains in the Trea- 
sury, subject to draft for the purpose contemplated. 

To have a flKt class frigate named the Paul Jones, would be an 
endoi'sement by the American Republic to the world, that he was not a 
pirate, (so named by the English press,) but an American nava! officer, 
holding a commission from the Congress of 1778, and entrusted with its 
national banner, which was never disgraced while under the hero's protec- 
tion, at home or abroad. 

On the arrival of Ooianiodore Paul Jones in the Texel, (Holland,) with 
his prize, the orach BrilJsh tngate Serapis, 50, Commodore Pearson, cap- 
tured aft«i- a most bloody and desperate engagement, off Flamborough 
Head, by moonlight, {in which the Bon homme Richard went down the 
next day,) the Fi'ench consul, Creneral M. le Chevalier de Linonconi-t, was 
so elated at so splendid a victory, that he wrote the following hasty note 
to Jones, (which the author copied from the ori^nal and translated,) 
urging him to say that he captured the Serapis, holding a commission 
frona the French coui-t, which was l(»t in the sinking of his ship, the Bon 
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homme Eichaid iheveby uttering a falsehood. So gross was this insult 
t tho Am 1 can comm]S=aon, so dear to him, who with it had performed 
such glouous valorous conquests on sea and laud, under freedom's stripes, 
thit he the same day adhessed a letter on the subject (so insulting to 
himself and Amenca hia adopted country,) to the French ambassador. 
Monsieur le Duo de la Vauguyon, which patriolJc epistle alone places the 
name of J'aul Tones smono; the first patriots of the Revolution in 1776, 
and slould cauae the heios name to bo remembered and revered by 
e^en AmLi can hea t 



Ivote fro I W h Ckeialiei de Linoncourt, French Cowsul-6en<yi-al at the 
Hague to Commodore John Faul Jones. 

M le Commodore Paul Jones anonoera el M. le Vice Amiral Reyan, 
que quoiqu'en quality d'Ameiic^ il n'ait feit usage que de la commis- 
sion, des Etats Unis, il n'en etiut pas raoins vrai qn'il avait una franeaise 
qui a fite perdue, dans du desastre du Bon homme Richard, et dont Facte 
qui lui a ete adress^ est la copie. M. le Commodore Paul Jones fera 
m6me cette declaration pour ecrit, et la signera, si par hazai'd M. le Vice 
Amiral venait a I'exiger." 

[T.»,»n.o».] 

" Commwloro Paul Jones will state to Vice Admiral Reyan, that, 
although as an American he has only used the commission of the United 
States, it is not the less ti'ue that he had a Ih-eneh commission, which 
was lost at the time of the disastei' to the Bon homme Richard, and that 
the document which has been sent to him is the copy. Commodore Paul 
Jones will even make this declaration in writing, and sign it, if by chance 
the Vice Admiral should demand it." 

Note. — ITie iillownio hncs aie m the hindwiitmg of Paul Tou^ 
written undei the •ilo\-' on the not*" ti m the Flench Consul General 
at the Hague, m whifh he thmks himiiplt most giosbly msulted 

" N. B. The above is the proposition that was given me in writing, the 
13th December, 1779, on board the frigate Alliance, at the Texel, by M. 
le Chevalier de Linoncourt, to induce me to say and dgn a falsehood. 
" John Padl Jokes." 
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J^rom Pa'il Jorms to ilie French Ambassador at the Hague. 

^'On board ike American frigate Alliance, in the } 
Texel, December IZth, 1779. \ 

" Mr LoKD, 

" Perliap there are many men in the world, isho wonld esteem as an 
honor the commission that I have this day refused. My rank from the 
teginning knew no superior in the marine of America ; bow, then, must I 
be humbled, were I to accept of a letter of marque I I should, my lord, 
esteem myself inexcusable, were I to accept of even a commission of equal 
or superior denominafion with that I bear, unless I wsj'e previously autboi:- 
ized, either by Congress or some other competent authority in Europe ; 
and I must tell you, that on my arrival at Brest from my expedition in 
the Ksb Channel, Count d'OniUiera o&red to procure for me from tbe 
Court at Veraailles, a commission of Gapitain^ des Vesseanx, which I did 
not then accept for tbe same reason, although the war between England 
and France was not then begun, and of course the commission of France 
would have protected me from an enemy of superior force. 

" It is ii matter of tiie highest astonishment to me, after so many com- 
plimenta and fair professions, the French Court should offer the p-esent 
insult to my understanding, and suppose me capable of disgracing my 
present commission ! I confess that I have not merited all tbe praise 
that bas been bestowed on my past conduct ; but I also feel that I have 
fai' less merited such a reward ! Where profession and practice are so 
opposite, I am no longer weak enough to form a wi-ong conclusion. They 
may think as they please of me ; for where I cannot continue my esteem, 
praise or censure from any man is to me matter of indifference. I am 
much obliged fo them, however, for having at last fairly opened my eyes, 
and enabled me to discover truth from falsehood. The prisoner shall be 
delivered agreeably to the orders which you have done me the honor to 
send me from his excellency the American ambassador in France. 

" I will also, witJi great pleasure, not only permit a part of my seamen 
to go on board the ship under your excelleu^'s orders, but I will also do 
my utmost to prevail with them to embai'k freely ; and if I can now, or 
hereafter, by any othei- honorable means fedlitate the success or the honor 
of his Majesty's arms, I pledge myself to you, as his ambassador, that none 
of his own subjects would bleed in bis cause with greater freedom than 
myself, an American. 

" It gives me the more pain, lay lord, fo wiite this letter, because the 
court has enjoined you to propose what would desti'oy my peace of mmd, 
and my future veracity in the opinion of the world. When, with the eonr- 
setit of ike court, and by orders of the American ambassador, I gave Ame- 
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rican commissions to Frertch officeis, I did not fill lip these ooinmisaiona 
to command privateers ! nor even for a rank equal to that of theiv commia- 
siona ia the marine of France. They were promoted to a rank hx mpe- 
rior. And why { Not from persona! triendship, nor from my knowledge 
of their services or afaihties, {tie men and their characters being entire 
strangers to me,) but from the resi>ect which I believed America would 
wish t« show for the service of France, While I remained, (eight montJia,) 
seemingly fargot by the French Court, at Brest, many commissions, such 
as that in question, wei'e offered me ; and I believe (when I am in pursuit 
of plunder,) I can still obtmn such an one, witlwv.t application to the 
f reach Court. 

" I hope, my lord, that my behavior through life will ever entitle me to 
" e continuance of your good wishes and opinion, and that you will take 



occasion to make mention of the warm and 
my heart is impressed towai^ds his Majesty. 
" I am unalterably, my lord, 

" Your excellency's obedient 



with which 



nd humble servant^ 
"John Paul Joi 



" Son Excellence, 

" Monsieur le duo de la VAeauTON, Paris, 

"And Ambaasadeur de France, &c., &c." 

Among the voluminous correspondence, public documents, private 
papers, ibc., amounting to many hundreds, all connected witJi naval 
matters during the American Kevolution, left by the late Commodore 
Paid Jones, was a complete tabular Ust, in his own handwriting, of every 
vessel, large and small, in the English navy during the Kevolution, and 
under each proper head were (te names of the vessek of wai', rates, 
dimensions, men, guns, depth, width, tons, where built, when rebuilt, 
by whom, and di-aught of water ; also, the number of pinnaces, yawls, and 
long boats, attached to each vessel of war. 

The author presumes that Jones must have had a friend of influence 
attached to tbe English Admiralty Office, from whom such highly 



important information, 
document the great 
adveraary. This may account, 
Jones engaged his enemy at i 



■ved, giving the possessor of such a 
wai', in knowing the strengfi of an 
some measni'e, that whenever Paul 
even if a superior force, he always 



'as victorious. 



Strange as it may appear, Jones never received a wound 
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378 APPENDIX. 

AEOLmON OF THE "CAT" IN THE NAVY. 

EvjiRT Member atid Senator in the XXXIst Congresa of the United States 
who voted for the abolition of the Cat as a punishment in the American 
Navy deserve to have their names em'oUed among the phiknthropisls of 
the Nineteenth Centniy, The use of the Cat for the punishment of men 
on board the puhhc ships for the most tjivial offence, was a disgrace to 
the Stars and Stripes, that floated proudly overhead of the victim lashed 
to the gratings, to receive blow after blow on his naked back from the 
Cat ia the hands of tiie boatswain's mate. The gallant Paul Jones, 
the Washington on the ocean during the American Revolution, never 
disgraced his name, or the ship or squadron he had the honor to 
command, by cruelty to those under his command ; hence it was no 
rendezvous was required to drum up the old salts to enlist on board the 
ship-of-wai' tJiat had for her commander Paul Jones, and it was the con- 
fidence he had in all under his command that was the gi'eat secret why he 
never turned his heel, or show his stern ports to an enemy on the ocean, 
evea if of superior force; knowing that all would sooner sini: than strike 
the American banner to a proud foe who claimed t!ie mastery of every 
sea. Paul Jones was, as will be seen in this work, always victorious. 

Haines, the sailor philantliropist, ovei-leaped every ohataole to sponge 
from the American escutcheon the punishment of the Cat in the Navy, 
which will bo moat deeply remembered with gratitude by the Amci'ioan 
sailor. 

Previor\s, however, to Mr, Hianes's coming forward with his philan- 
thropic views for abolishing the Cat, t!ie TJ. S. ship Vandalia, Capt, Levy, 
returned to Norfolk from a long cruise in the Gulf of Mexico {1838, '39), 
without punishment by the Cat to the crew of that ship, her commander, 
on his own responsibility, substituting fetigue duty, badges of disgrace, 
&o., touching the pride of the sailor, which had the happy eifect of doing 
away with tlie use of the Cat during the cruize of the Vandalia. 
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ODE 



To iliA Memory of tlie late John Paul Jonks, U. S. Navy, on ike occa- 
sion, of his koistitig, with his otm hands, the first American Naval 
Flag m, board the American Frigate "Alfred" 44, under a Salute 
of 13 guns off Chestnut Street Wharf, Philadelphia, October lOth, 
17'76. By Miss G. H. Sherbuene {Daughter of the Autlwr)-, wm 
Mrs. a, Hull, New YorJs, and Granddaughter of Elijah Hall, 
First Lieutenant under Paul J<ynes in the Revolutionary War. 



'TwAS Jones, Paul Jones, who first o'er Dekwsre'e tide 
Fcom "Alfred's " main displayed Columbia's priilo ; 

The Striped of Freedom proudly waved on hig-h. 
While shouts of freemen rang for liberty. 



All hail! Paul Jones, Columbia's friend in need. 
In humbling Bfitona, thou first took the lead; 

Sailing in triumph over every sea, 

Proclnimiiig to all, Columbia, should be free. 



Old Neplun£ hailed thee as his favorite son. 

With corals crowned thee for thy victories woi 

Sea-Nymphs chimed thy praise in merry glee, 

While meteor-like thou ploughed the foamy si 



Through Eng!ai\d's fleets thou dashed in hold aiTay, 
On Albion's coast spread ten-or and dismay ; 

Thy cannon's thunder shook her rockbound shore. 
Her Lion trembled amid his boastful roar. 



tripes (without thu field of stars}, with the rattlcsnalte, and 
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At thy di'enA name were tyrants made to quake, 

And offer Gold'' for the head tliey coiiH not tnlte ; 

Till lowly humbled, owned Columbia free, 

Home of the oppressed, blest land of liberty. 

Tl:y triumphs, Jones, the magic miiso shall trace. 
Thy matchless deeds shall fire a future race; 

Thy name shall live in song till times no more, 

Till ocean's mountiun wave sliall cease to roar. 



* Ten ihouaand guineas, reward TBa offered fur the capture of Paul Jones during 
le Revolutionary Vac bylha British Qovenuuent 
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OEGAlJflZATION 



NAVY DEPAKTMENT, 



OFFICI 


OF TUB SEOBBTARY OF THK NAVr. 






Name. 


Duly. 


Salary. 


William A. Graham, 


Secretary, 


16,000 


John Etheridge, 


Chief Clerk, 


2 


000 


Samuel L. Hai>™, 


Principal Corresponding Clerk, 




500 


Lauiiston B. Hardin, 


Register, 




400 


Hemy L. Hai'vey, 


Warrant Clerk, 




200 


George S. Watkins, 


Aasistant Corresponding Clerk, 




200 


WiUiam W. Moniaon, 


Assistant Corresponding Clerk, 




200 


Cliai'les W. Webh, 


Additional Clerk, 




200 


W. Brenkin Boggs, 


Additional Clerk, 




200 


Abel B. Upshur, 


Recording Clerk, 




000 


John J. Barret, 


Eeeording Clerk, 




OOO 


a Bulow Erwin, 


Recording Clerk, 




000 


William King, 






000 


Samuel Micknm, 


Messenger, 


650 


landaay Muse, 


Assistant Messenger, 


400 


BrnEAU OF 


^ONSTEDOTIOl*, BQUIPMJiNT, AND HEl-AIH. 




Charles W. Skinner, 


Chief of Bm'eau, 


$3,500 


P. C. Johnson, 


Chief Clerk, 


1,400 



John H, Eeily, Clopk, 

E. M. Cunninghsni, Clerk, 



Hosted by 



Google 



382 


APPENDIX. 




Name. 


Diuy. 


Sslarj. 


Lauriaton Ward, 


Clerk, 


1,000 


James Seidell, 


Clerk, 


1,000 


Edward Chapman, 


Clerk, 


1,000 


John W. Bronougli, 


Clerk, 


1,000 


William Robinson, 


Clerk, 


800 


Richard Powell, 


Draughfamaii, 


800 


William A. Elliott, 


Messenger, 


700 


John LenthaU, 


Naval Constructor, 


$3,000 


Chaiiea B. Stuai-t, 


Engineer in Chief, 


3,000 


Benjamin F. Isherwood, 


Chief Engineer, 


1,500 


Edmund S. De Luce, 


3d Assistant En^neer, 


600 


Harman ISTewell, 


3d Assistant Engineer, 


600 


BUREAU or 1 
Lewis Warrington, 


Chief of Bureau, 


$3,500 


Joseph P. Mf.Corkle, 


Clerk, 


1,200 


Charles K. King, 


Clerk, 


1,000 


Edwai'd M. Tidball, 


Clerk, 


1,000 


Israel Rohinson, 


Clerk, 


1,000 


Charles K. Sffillivagen, 


Draughtsman, 


1,000 


Azariaii H. Gatton, 


Messenger, 

DF NAVY YARDS AND BOCKS. 


YOO 


Joseph Smith, 


CHef of Bureau, 


18,500 


William G. Ridgely, 


CMof Clerk, 


1,400 


Stephen Gough, 


Clerk, 


1,000 


William P. Moran, 


Clerk, 


1,000 


James M. Young, 


Clerk, 


800 


William P. S. Sanger, 


Civil Engineer, 


2,000 


Geoi^ F. de la Roche, 


Draughtsman, 


1,000 


Charles Hunt, 


Messenger, 


TOO 


Albert G. Southali, 


Sup. of Timber Agencies, 


11,500 


BUREAU Ol 


P PROVrSTONS AND CLOTHINO. 




William Sinclsur, 


Chief of Bureau, 


$3,600 
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Name. 


Daly, 


William S. PaiTott, 


Chief Clerk, 


Thomas Fillebrown, 


Clerk, 


Hamy J. Schreiner, 


Clerk, 


J. S. Williams, 


Clerk, 


Lucius B. Allyn, 


Clerk, 


Ignatius Lucas, 


Messenger, 


BUKKAU 


OF MEDICINE AN- 


Thomas Hai'ris, 


Chief of Bur 


S. Eidout Addison, 


Assistant Su 


Moses Poor, 


Clerk, 


William Plater, 


Clerk, 


Mareh B. Clark, 


Messenger, 



1,400 
1,200 
l,liOO 
1,000 



< SURGERY. 



^3,000 
11 (passed), 1,400 
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E E G r S T E E 

NiYY OF THE UNITED STATES. 



Name, anii Date of Bnlry. 
James Barron, 9 Mar. 1798. 
Charles Stewart, 9 Mar. 1798. 
Charles Monis, 1 July 1799. 
Lewis "Warrington, 6 Jan. 1800. 
John Downes, 1 Juno 1802. 
Stephen Caasin, 21 Feb. 1800. 
A. S. Wadsworth, 2 April 1804. 
George C. Read, " 

Henry E. Ballard, " 

Jesse Wilkinson, 10 Jnlj 1805. 
T. Ap Catesbj Jones, 23 Nov. 1805. 
Wm. B. Shubrick, 20 June 1808. 
Charles W. Morgan, 1 Jan. 1808. 
Lawrence Kearny, 24 Jaly 1807. 
Foshall A. Parker, 1 Jan. 1808. 
Edward R. McCall, *' 

David Conner, 16 Jan. 1809. 
Jolin D. Sioat, 12 Feb. 1800. 
Mathew C. Perry, 1 March 1809, 
C. W. Skinner, 16 Jan. 1809. 
John T, Newf«n, " 

Joseph Siaitli, " 



(68) 

Name, and Date of Entiy. 
Lawrence Rousseau, 16 Jan. 1809, 
George W. Siorer, 
Francis H. Gregory, " 

Philip F.Voorhees, 15 Nov. 1809. 
David Geisinger, " 

Isaac McKeever, 1 Feb. 1809. 
J. P. Zantzinger, 15 Nov. 1809, 
"William D. Salter, " 

0. S. McCauley, 16 Jan. 1809. 
Tliomiis M. Newell, 11 Sep. 1813. 
Elie A.F.Lavallette, 26 June 1812, 
Thomas T. Webb, 1 Jan. 1808. 
John Porcivai, 6 March 1809, 
John H. Aulick, 15 Nov. 1809. 
W. V. Taylor, 28 April 1818. 
Bladen Dulany, 18 IJay 1809. 
Silas H.Stringham, 15 Nov. 1809. 
Isaac Mayo, " 

William Mervine, 16 Jan. 1809, 
Thomas Crabbe, 15 Nov. 1809. 
Thomas Paine, 10 Oct, 1812. 
James Annstrong, 16 Nov. 1809. 
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Name, and Dale of Eiilty. 
Joseph Smoot, 1 Dec. 1809. 
Samuel L. Breese, 17 Dec. 1810. 
Benjamin Page, " 

Thomas W. Wyman, " 
W. E. Latimer, 15 Nov. 1809. 
Hii'am Paulding, 1 Sept. 1811. 
Uriah P. Levy, 21 Oct. 1812. 
Charles Boarman, 9 June 1811, 
EVeiich Forrest, " 

William Jamesson, 1 Sept. 1811. 
Charles Gamitt, " 

"William Kamsay, " 



Lewis E. Simonds, 1 Jan. 1812. 
John M. Dale, 18 June 1812. 
Hacriaon H. Cocke, " 

"W. J. McCkney, 1 Jan. 1812. 
J. B. Montgomery, 4 June 1813. 
Horace B. Sawyer, " 

C. B. Stribiing, 18 June 1812. 
Joshua E. Sands, " 

John J. Young, 1 Jan. 1812. 
Charles H. Bell, 18 June 1812. 
Abraham Bigelow, " 

Frederick Vai'num, " 

Joseph B. Jars'is, " 

S. W. LeCompte, i June 1812. 
Charles T. Piatt, 18 June 1812. 
W. M. Armstrong, 30 Nov. 1814. 
WiUiam P. Shields, 2 Feb. 1814. 
G. J. Pendergrast, 1 Jan. 1812. 
W. C. Nicholson, 18 June 1812. 
James B. Cooper, 9 July 1812. 
E. W. Carpender, 10 July 1813. 
John L. Saimdeva, 15 Nov. 1809. 
Joseph B. Hull, 9 Nov. 1813. 
John Stone Paine, " 

Joseph Morehead, " 

Thomas Petigra, 1 Jan. 1812. 
John S. Chaimcey, " 



Name, and Date of Enlry. 

Henry Henry, 1 July 1812. 
Samuel W. Downing, 1 Sep. 1811. 
Henry "W. Ogden, " 

Thomas A. Conover, 1 Jan. 1812. 
John C. Long, 18 June, 1812. 
John H. Graham, " 

James Mc. Mcintosh, 1 Sept. 1811. 
Josiah Tattnall, 1 Jan. 1813. 
Hugh N. Page, 1 Sept. 1811. 
William Inman, 1 Jan. 1813. 
Stephen Champlin, 22 May 1812. 
Joe! Abbot, 18 June 1812. 

(97) 
John Kelly, 1 Feb. 1814. 
William H. Gardner, 6 Dec 1814. 
David G. Farragut, 17 Dec. 1810. 

E. S. Pinokney, 3 Aug. 1814. 
Stephen B. Wilson, 1 Jan. 1812. 
T. Aloysius Domin, 2 May 1816. 
R.B. Cunningham, 30 Nov. 1814. 
James Glynn, 4 March 1815. 
Joseph Myei's, 6 Dec 1814. 
Thomas R. Gedney, 4 Mar. 1815. 
V. M. Randolph, 11 June 1814, 
Frederick Engle, 6 Dee. 1814. 
John Rudd, 30 Nov. 1814. 
Robert Eitchie, 1 Feb. 1814. 

W. W. McKean, 30 Nov. 1814. 

F. Buchanan, 28 June 1816. 
Samuel Mercer, 4 March 1815. 
Charles Lowndes, 28 March 1816.- 
L.M. Goldsborough, 18 June 1812. 
George N. Eolhns, 1 Feb. 1814. 
D. N. Ingj'sliam, 18 June, 1812. 
John Marston, 15 April 1813. 
Hemy Bruce, 9 Nov. 1813. 
Henry A. Adams, 14 Mar, 1814. 
James D. Knight, 30 Nov. 1814. 
Jo^ph MattJson, " 
William S. Walker, " 
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Name, and Dote of Entry. 
George F. Pearson, II Mar. 1815. 
Jamea T. Gerry, 20 Dec. 1815. 
John S. Nicholas, 6 June 1815. 
Samuel F. Dupont, 16 Dee. 1815. 
William L. Hudson, 1 Jan. 1818. 
George A. Magruder, 1 Jan. 1817. 
John Pope, 30 May 1816. 
Lewn M. Powell, 1 March 1817. 
Charles Wi!kes, 1 Jan. 1818. 
Elisha Peck, 4 March 1817. 
Thomas J. Manning, I Jan, 1817, 
William Pearson, 1 Jan. 1818. 
W. L. Howard, 10 Jan. 1815. 
Thomas J. Leib, 1 Sept 1811. 
T. 0. Selfridge, 1 Jan. 1818. 
Henry Eagle, " 

Andi'ew K. Long, 1 Nov. 1818. 
G. J. Van Brunt, 3 Nov. 1818. 
W. M. Glendy, 1 Jan. 1818. 
G. P. Upshur, 23 April, 1818. 
George S. Blake, " 

Z. F. Johnston, " 



W. A. C. Farragut, 16 Jan. 1809. 
Frank Ellery, iJan. 1812. 
Ai'thur Lewis, 1 Jan. 1817. 
John H. Little, 1 Jan. 1818. 
Lloyd B. Newell, 10 May 1820. 
Hillary H. Rhodes, " 

WilUam S. Ogden, 26 July 1820. 
Fredeiiek A. Neville, 10 May 1820. 
Charles C. Turner, " 

John Manning, " 

James L. Lardner, " 

Robert, G. Robb, 6 Sept 1821. 
John Colhoiin, 26 Jan. 1821. 
Law. PenEington, 22 Nov. 1822. 
Thomas T. Craven, 1 May 1822. 
Andrew H. Foote, 4 Dee. 1822. 
William W. Hunter, 1 May 1822. 



Name, and Dale of Entry. 

William Green, 1 Jan. 1818. 
SamielBa 1 J n 1812. 
T. G Penban SON v. 1814. 
A. G Slaughte 3 Nov. 1818. 
Osca B Uu IN 181T. 
C. H J'v.kon 4 M h 1818. 
Andie A H^ ood 1 Jan. 1818. 
Theodoras Bailey, " 

H. Y. Purviance, 3 Nov. 1818. 
George Adams, 1 Jan. 1818. 
C, Ringgold, 4 March, 1819. 
William F. Lynch, 26 Jan. 1819. 
Henry W. Morris, 21 Aug. 181S. 
Isaac S, Sterrett, 24 March 1819. 
Francis B. Ellison, 28 May 1819. 
Edward B. Boutwell, 3 Mar. 1819. 
Sydney Smith Lee, 30 Dee. 1820. 
W. C. Whittle, 10 May 1820. 
Thompson D. Shaw, " 
R. D. Tliornburii, 30 March 1820. 
Samuel Lockwood, 1 2 July 1820. 



(327) 
Araasa Paine, 1 May 1832. 
Nathaniel W. Duke, " 

Edward G. Tillon, " 

James H. Wai'cl, 4 Mar. 1828. 
Heniy K. Hoff, 28 Oct. 1823. 
Murray Mason, 14 Nov. 1823. 
CliarJea H. Davis, 12 Aug. 1823. 
Jonathan W. Swift, 24 Aug. 1823. 
Ehenezer FaiTand, 4 Mar. 1823. 
Henry H. Bell, 4 Aug. 1823. 
William Smith, 4 Mar. 1823. 
Charles H. McBlair, " 

James M. Watson, 1 Feb, 1823. 
John W. Livingston, 4 Mar. 1823. 
Junius J, Boyle, 27 Aug. 1823. 
William E, Hunt, 28 Oct, 1828. 
Jonathan D. Ferris, 28 Feb. 1809. 
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Name, and Date of Entry. 
Archibald B. Fairfax, 4 Aug. 1823. 
Peter Turner, 4 Mar, 1823. 
John A. Davis, " 
Heniy K. Thateher, " 
James H. Rowan, IS Aug. 1823. 
Samuel E. Munn, 27 Aug. 1833. 
William H. Noland, 31 Dec. 1833. 
William D. Porter, 1 Jan. 1823. 
William McElair, 16 Nov. 1824. 
John S. Missroon, 37 June, 1824. 
James Noble, 27 May 1834. 
Eichard L. Page, 1 Mar. 1834. 
Frederick Chatard, 16 Nov. 1824. 
G. Q. Williamson, 2 June 1824. 
Benjamin J. Totten, 4 Mar. 1823. 
C. G. Hunter, 16 Nov. 1824. 
Artlrnr Sinclair, 4 Mar. 1823. 
R. E. Hitchcock, 1 Jan. 1825. 
C.H, A.H. Kennedy, 10 Feb. 1819. 
Thomas W. Brent, 1 Mar. 1825. 
Joseph Lanman, 1 Jan. 1825. 
John K.' Mitchell, 1 Feb. 1825. 
Thomas Tui'ner, 21 April 1825. 
Henry Moor, 1 Mar. 1825. 
Charles H. Poor, " 
J. Findlay Schenck, " 
Mathew F. Mamy, 1 Feb, 1835. 
Timothy A. Hunt, 1 Mar. 1825. 
S. Wm. Godon, 1 Mar. 1819. 
James 8. Palmer, 1 Jan. 1825. 
William Radford, 1 Mar. 1825. 
Samuel F. Hazard, I Jan. 1823, 
John M. Beciien, 1 Mar, 1825, 
George A, Prentice, '_' 
John 0. Carter, 1 Jan. 1825. 
George Hurst, " 

Alfred Taylor, " 

Samuel P. Lee, 22 Nov, 1825. 
John P. GiUis, 12 Dec. 1825. 
Simon B. Bissell, 1 Mar. 1825. 
Samuel Swartwout, 10 May 1830. 



Name, and Date of Entry, 
John J'. Giaasoii, 1 Feb. 1823. 
Raphael Semmes, 1 April 1836. 
James F, Miller, 1 Nov. 1826. 
J. P. McKinstry, 1 Feb. 1826. 
Henry A. Steele, 1 Nov. 1826. 
Charles Heywood, " 

Oliver S. Glisaon, " 

John A. Dahlgren, 1 Feb. 1826. 
Stephen C, Rowan, " 

Edwai'd R. Thomson, 1 Dee. 1836. 
J. T. McDonough, 1 April 1826. 
Guert Gansevoort, 4 Mar. 1833. 
Robert Handy, 1 Feb. 1826. 
Henry Darcantel, 1 April 1826. 
Charles Green, 1 May 1826. 
Edward L. Handy, 1 June 1826. 
Melancton Smith, 1 Mar, 1836. 
William C. Chaplin, 1 Nov. 1826. 
Cicero Price, 1 Feb. 1826, 
J, R, Goldsborough, 6 Nov. 1824. 
Charles S. Boggs, 1 Nov. 1826. 
A. H. Kilty, 4 July 1821. 
William Chandler, 1 Aug. 1826, 
Theodore P, Green, 1 Nov. 1826. 
John R. Tucker, 1 June 1826. 
Richard W. Meade, 1 April 1826. 
Thomas J. Page, 1 Oct. 1827. 
Geoi^e Minor, 1 April 1827. 
Pereival Drayton, 1 Dec. 1827. 
William P. Griffin, 1 Oct. 1837. 
Robert F. Pinckney, 1 Dec. 1827. 
Thomas R. Rootes, 1 Mar. 1827. 
Edwai'd M. Yard,.l.Nov. 1827. 
James M. Gilliss, 1 Mar. 1827. 
Alexander" Gibson, 1 July 1822. 
William 8. Young, 1 Mar. 1827. 
Wm. W. Bleecker, 1 May 1837. 
Josepb F. Green, 1 Nov. 1827. 
John De Camp, 1 Oct. 1837. 
Bushrod W. Hunt*!-, 1 Nov. 1827. 
C. W. Pickering, 1 May 1822- 
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Name, and Dale of Entry. 
Overton Carr, 1 Mar. 1827. 
Luther Stoddard, 1 April 182'?. 
Wm. M. Walker, 1 Nov. 1827. 
George R. Gray, 1 Nov. 1826. 
Robert E. Johnson, 1 Oct. 1827. 
John A. Wiiislow, 1 Feb. 1827. 
Ben. More Dove, 1 Dec. 1826. 
Bernard J. Moeller, 1 April 1837. 
Henry Walke, I Feb. 1837. 
Thornton A, Jenkins, I Nov. 1828. 
Joseph C. Walsh, " 

John Rodgers, 18 April 1838. 
John B. Marchand, 1 May 1828. 
Wm. Rogers Taylor, 1 April 1 828. 
Heniy J. Hartatene, " 
Benjamin F. Sands, " 

Henry French, 1 Jan. 1828. 
William Leigh, 1 Nov. 1828. 
Samuel Lai'kin, 1 April 1828. 
Henry S. Stellwagen, " 
James L, Henderson, 1 June 1828. 
Daniel B. Eidgely, 1 April 1828. 
John L. Ring, " 

WiHiam T. Muse, 1 June 1828. 
William H. Brown, 1 Jan. 1828. 
Cliarles Steedman, 1 April 1828. 
Wm.Lewis Hemdon, 1 Nov. 1828. 
John P. Parker, 1 April 1828. 
James Alden, " 

Augustus L. Case, " 

Roger Periy, 1 July 1828, 
Alex. M. Pennook, 1 April 1828. 
George F. Emmons, " 

Edward Middleton, 1 July 1823. 
Montgomery Lewis, 1 Nov. 1828. 
George M. White, " 

Thomas T. Hunter, 1 July 1828. 
Albert A. Holcomb, 1 April 1838. 
Gustavus H. Scott, 1 Aug. 1828. 
Richard Forrest, 1 Nov. 1828. 
David McDougal, 1 April 1828. 



Name, and Date of Entry. 
Chai'lea F. Mcintosh, 1 Nov. 1828. 
James W. Cooke, 1 April 1828. 
C. F. M. Spotswood, 1 Nov. 1828. 
Henry C. Flagg, 1 April 1828. 
Daniel F. Dulany, " 

George L. Selden, " 

William H. Ball, 
Charles C. Barton, 1 Dec. 1824. 
John J. B. Walbach, 1 Dec. 1827. 
Joshua Humphreys, 2 Feb. 1829. 
Stephen Decatur, 17 Mar, 1829. 
William L. Mauvy, 2 Feb. 1829. 
David D. Porter, " 

John J. Almy, " 

Edward C. Bowers, " 

O. H, BeiTyman, " 

Thomas A. Budd, " 

A. F. V. Gray, 15 Oct 1820. 
Tunis A. M. Craven, 2 Oct. 1829. 
Dominick Lynch, " 

F. B. Eenshaw, 1 Nov. 1828. 
H. N. Harrison, 1 April 1828. 
James H. North, 29 May, 1839. 
Robert E, Pegram, 2 Feb. 1829. 
Edward C. Ward, " 

Edwin J. DeHaven, 2 Oct. 1829. 
Charies Thomas, 3 Feb. 1829. 
R. L. Tilghman, 27 Oct. 1830. 
James H. Strong, 2 Feb. 1839. 
J. M. FraOey, 1 May 1828. 
C. P. Patterson, 3 Sept. 1830. 

A. S. Baldwin, 2 Feb. 1829. 
E, T. Shubrick, 22 June 1829. 
W. B. Whiting, 2 Feb. 1829. 
Charles Hunter, 25 April 1831. 

B, F. Shattuck, 35 June 1831. 
Thomas M. Brasher, 6 June 1831. 
George T, Sinclair, 23 April 1631. 
John Mooney, 13 Doc, 1831. 
Samuel R. I&ox, 1 April 1828. 
Enoch G. Parrott, 10 Dec. 1881. 
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Name, and Dale of Enlrj 



R. Wainwrlght, 11 May 1831. 

G. M. Totten, 6 May 1831. 

W. Deoatur Hurst, 2 Feb. 1829. 

W. Ross Gardner, 29 Dec. 1831. 

W. B. Kensliaw, 22 Dec 1831. 

C. B. Poiiidexter, 16 Nov. 1831. 

H. T. Wingate, 13 Dec. 1831. 

AlonzoB. Davis, 25 April, 1831. 

Kiehard L. Love, IV Sept. 1830. 

William Reynolds, 17 Wov. 1631. 

Lewis 0. Sartori, 2 Feb. 1829. 

Edmund Lanier, 9 July 1831. 

Pabius Stanly, 20 Dec 1831. 

Latbam B. Avery, 19 Dec 1831. 

James B. Lewis, 31 Marcb 1831. 

G. W. Chapman, 20 Sept. 1832. 

W. P. McAi'tbur, 11 Feb. 1632. 

W. S. Drayton, 16 July 1832. 

Simon F. Blunt, 7 Sept. 1831. 

W. Taylor Smith, 17 July 1832. 

William May, 2 May 1831, 

Henry H. Lewis, 1 May 1828. 

Joseph P. Sanford, 11 Feb. 1832. 

G. W. Hai'rison, 20 Jan. 1832. 

J. F. Armstrong, 1 March, 1832. 

Monlgomeiy Hunt, 17 Jan. 1632. 

John Conte'e, 27 Oct. 1832. 

Joseph H. Adams, 8 Dee. 1831. 

William A. Parker, 3 July 1832. 
James D. Johnson, SO June 1832. 
John H". Mafiit, 25 Feb. 1832. 
W. Gwathmoy, 21 July 1832. 
W. Eockendorff, 17 Feb. 1832. 
John Hall, 11 Jan. 1832. 
Francis Lowry, 3 Aug. 1831. 
W. E. I^eroy, 11 Jan. 1832. 
Maxwell WoodhuU, 4 June, 1832. 
Lafayette Maynard, 4 Feb, 1832. 
Roger M. Stembel, 27 Mar. 1632, 
G. ColvocoresMs, 21 Feb. 1832, 
F. 8. Ha^erty, 17 Feb. 1832. 
Thomas Brownell, 30 Oct. 1840. 



Name, and Date of Entry. 

J. E. M. MuUaJiy, 8 Jan. 1832. 
James A. Doyle, 4 Jan. 1832. 
Mathias C Marin, 3 Jan. 1832. 
W. A. Wayne, 27 April 1833. 
James S. Biddle, 18 Oct. 1833, 
0. R. P. Rodgers, 5 Oct 1833. 
W. A. BartleU, 22 Jau. 1833. 
Frauds Winslow, 8 July, 1833. 
J. C. Williamson, 1 Jan. 1832. 
C.Vanalstine, 27 Feb. 1633. 
Albert G. Clary, 8 May 1832. 
George W. Dofy, 4 Jan. 1633. 
George Wells, 18 Dec. 18S3. 
Peter TJ. Mui'phey, 12 May 1831. 
John B. Randolph, 1 1 June, 1833, 
J. B. Carter, 31 Dec. 1833. 
H. P. Robertson, 28 June 1832, 
Isaac N. Brown, 16 March, 1834. 
Napoleon Collins, 12 Jan, 1834. 
John L. Worden, 10 Jan. 1834. 
W. L. Blanton, 2 Jan. 1834. 
Benjamin S. GanM, 16 June, 1634. 
Henry A, Wise, 8 Feb. 1884. 
C. St. G. Noland, 16 June 1834. 
Reed Werden, 9 Jan. 1834. 
W. H. Macomb, 10 April 1834. 
S. D. Trenchard, 23 Oct. 1834. 
W. R. McKinney, 20 March 1834. 
A. Davb Harrell, 4 Jan, 1834. 
8. J. Shipley, 14 Jan. 1834. 
John J. Guthrie, 26 Feb. 1884. 
Mayo C. Watkins, 8 May 1834. 
M. B. Woolsey, 24 Sept. 1832. 
J. N. Barney, 30 June 1826. 
A. Murray, 22 Aug. 1835. 
E, Donaldson, 21 July 1835. 
S. Chase Bai'ney. 28 June 1835. 
G. H. Preble, 10 Oct. 1835. 
T. B. Huger, 5 March 1835. 
Robert B. Riell, 2 Sept. 1835, 
M. C. Perry, 1 July 1626. 
C. S. McDonough, 8 April 1835. 
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Name, and Date of Entry. 

J. D. Todd, 26 June 1835. 

Wilmer Shields, 19 Oct. 1835. 

C, E Fleming, 15 Jan. 1835. 

John Rutledge, 9 April 1835. 

John Q. Adams, 3 July 1825. 

Charles Deaa, 15 Oct. 1835. 

W. C. B. S. Porter, 29 June 1835. 

T. M. Crossan, 1 July 1836. 

T. H. Stevens, 14 Dec. 1836. 

C. Ap R. Jones, 18 June 1836. 

James Blair, 8 Jan. 1836. 

T. H, Patterson, 5 April 1836. 

F. K. Murray, 29 April 1836. 

Silas Bent, 1 July 1836. 
John C. Howell, 9 June 1836. 
Edward Hig^ns, 23 Jan. 1836. 
"W. K Boudinot, 1 Feb. 1838. 
Van R. Morgan, 8 Dee. 1836. 
Madison Rush, 16 Oct 1836. 
Daniel Ammen, 7 Juiy 1836. 
Eenry Kolando, 28 Dec. 1836. 
Andrew Weir, 6 July 1836. 



Name, and Dale of Entry, 
John S. Taylor, 14 Doe. 1838. 
J.H.Brown, 1 July 1836. 
E. F. Beale, 14 Dec. 1836. 
E. T. Nichols, " 
J. P. Decatur, 31 Aug. 1836. 
E. L. Winder, 29 April 1836. 
John K. Duer, 28 Dec. 1836. 
Israel C. Wait, " 
J. H. Parker, 30 Dec 1836. 
W. E. Muse, 1 July 1836. 
Q. W. Rodgera, 30 April 1836. 
A. McRae, 26 Jan. 1837. 
E. H. Wyman, 11 March 1837. 

E. A. Bamett, 24 June 1837. 
N. C. Bryant, 23 Dec. 1837. 
G. B. Balch, 30 Dec. 1837. 

J. M. Wainwright, 13 June 1837. 

F. A. Parker, 11 March 1637. 
I. G. Strmn, 11 Dec. 1837. 

E. Thompson, 13 March 1837. 
E. Townsend, 4 Aug. 1837. 
J. 8. Kennard, 10 March 1837. 



J, Cowdery, 1 Jan. 1800. 
W. P. 0. Barton, 10 Apiil 180 
T. Hams, 6 July 1812. , 
William Turk, 15 May 1800. 
B. Washington, 9 May 1810. 
WiUiani Swift, 14 May 1813. 
Peter Christie, 8 July 1813. 
S. Jackson, 10 July 1812. 
T. Williamson, 13 May 1813. 
B. Ticluior, 10 Dec. 1814. 
J. Corriick, 11 Sept. 1819. 
Charles Chase, 10 Dec. 1814. 

D. S. Edwards, 30 July 1818. 
Isaac Hulse, 12 May 1823. 
John 8. Wily, 20 Dec. 1815. 
Geo^ Terrill, 28 Mar. 1820. 

E. L.DaBavry, 30 June 1823. 



Benjamin F. Bache, 9 July 1824. 
Thomas Dillard, 15 Nov. 1824. 
Stephen Rapalje, 30 June 1823. 
James M. Greene, 29 April 1825. 
Benjamin E Tinslar, I Feb. 1833. 
George W. Codwise, 14 May 1825. 
G. R. B. Horner, 26 May 1826. 
W. 8. W. Knschenbei^r, 10 Aug. 

1826. 
Wm. Johnson, 16 A«g. 1826. 
Samuel Moseley, 17 Aug. 1826. 
Robert J. Dodd, 29 May 1826. 
Wm.FairliePatton, 17Aug. 1826, 
William Whelan, 3 Jan. 1838. 
Samuel Barrington, " 

Thomas L. Smith, " 

George Blacknall, " 
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Name, and Date of Entry. 
Lewis B. Hunter, 3 Jan. 1828. 
George Clymer, 1 July 1829. 
Isaac Brinkerhoff, " 
"W. Maxwell Wood, 16 May 1829. 
Jones W.Plummer, 20 June 1829. 
G. B. McKniglif, 16 May 1829. 
Solomon Sharp, 15 Sept. 1829. 
Daniel Egbert, 22 Aug. 1829. 
Amos G. Gambrill, 20 June 1829. 
W. A. W. Spotswood, 2 Deo. 1828. 
Jonathan M. Poltz, 4 April 1831. 
Edward Gilchriat, 26 Jan. 1832. 
Jolin A. Lockwood, 8 Feb, 1832. 
Daniel C. MoLeod, " 

Lewis W. Minor, " 

K C. Barrabino, 28 Peb. 1833. 
Henry S, Rennolds, " 
M. G. Delaney, " 



John B. Elliot, 20 May 1829. 

George Maulsbj, 1 March 1838. 

William Grier, " 

J. Winthrop Taylor, " 

Wni. B. Sinclair, 20 June, 1838. 

Samuel Jackson, " 

J. Jeffiay Brownlee, " 

S. A. McCreety, " 

J. McCleUand, 

J. S. MesserSHiith, 9 Feb. 1837. 

J. O'Conner Barclay, 17 Oct. 1839. 

James B. Gould, " 

C. H. Wheelwiight, " 

Eichard W. Jeffery, " 

Thomas M. Potter, " 

S. Eidout Addison, 20 June 1838. 

William A. Nelson, 9 Dec. 18S9. 



Name, and Dale of Entry. 
W. F. MoClenahan, 28 Feb. 1833. 
Wm. L. Van Horn, 4 April 18S1. 
Daniel 8. Green, 18 Oct 1833. 
James 0. Palmer, 26 Mar. 1834. 
Ninian Piukney, " 

Robert T. Eany, " 

David Harlan, 23 Feb. 1835. 
Robert Woodworth, " 
J. Dickinson Miller, 5 Dec. 1836. 
John L. Fox, 9 Feb. 1837. 
Chas. F. B. Guillou, " 
Augustus J. Bowie, " 
Joseph Beale, 6 Sept 1837, 
S. Wilson Kellogg, " 
John T. Mason, " 

Charles D. Maxwell, " 
Edward J, Eutter, " 
John J. Abernethy, 9 Feb. 1837. 

r SURGEONS. (34) 

John H. Wright, 9 Deo. 1839, 
John Thornley, 13 Oct. 1840. 
Daniel L. Bryan, " 

Joseph Hopkinson, " 
A. A. Henderson, 8 Sept. 1841. 
K. T, Maxwell, " 

J. F. Tuekerman, 25 Jan. 1842. 
Morris B. Beck, 2 Dec 1841. 
Lewis J. Williams, 2B Jan. 1842. 
Marina Duval], " 

William 8. Bishop, 11 April 1848. 
Joseph Wilson, jr., 13 May 1843. 
Charles Eversfield, 29 May 1843. 
Elisha K. Kane, 21 July 1843. 
Edward Hudson, 11 Sept 1843. 
Eiobard McSherry, 22 Nov. 1843. 
Eobert E. Wall, 27 Nov. 1844. 



ASSISTANT acEGEONe. (44) 
E. H. Van Wjck, 20 June 1838. John L. Burtt, SO May 1844. 
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Name, and Date of Entry. 
James Hamilton, 22 July 1844, 
Charles H. Oakley, 2 Oct 1844. 
Robert T. Maccoun, " 

William A. Hai'ris, 
W. Sherman, 25 April 1845. 
Henry O. Mayo, 24 Feb. 1846. 
John Rudenstein, " 

R. F. Mason, 29 Aug. 1846. 
Philip Lansdale, 5 March 1847. 
Alexander J. Rice, " 
John A, Pettit, " 

Thomas B. Steele, " 
James P. Harrison, " 
A. Nelson Bell, " 

J. W. B. Greeniow, 24 Apiil 184T. 
E. FarquhaiBon, " 

K R. Squibb, 26 Apiil 184T. 
Benj. Rush Mitchell, " 
James S. Gilliam, " 
William Lowber, 8 Kov. 1847. 
George H. Howell, " 



F. A. Thornton, 29 Jan. 1811. 
Edwai'd Fitzgerald, 22 Mai\ 1811. 
Samuel P. Todd, 20 July 1812. 
Joseph Wilson, 24 July 1813. 
Wto. SinclMT, 15 Nov. 1609. 
Joseph Terry, 6 June 1813. 
John de Bree, 29 Dec. 181T. 

J. N. Hambkion, 26 Oct. 1819. 

G. R. Barry, 15 Jan. 1824. 

D. Walker, 4 March 1819. 
Henry Etting, 1 Jan. 1818. 

F. B. Stockton, 11 March 1829. 
F. G. McCauley, 27 May 1829. 
B. J. Cahoone, 12 Hov. 1830. 
Sterrett Ramsey, 18 Nov. 1830. 

E. T. Dunn, 21 Feb, 1831. 
J. A. Bates, 2 March 1831. 
A. J.W^fion, 1 May 1831. 



Name, and Dale of Entry. 
Dinwiddie B. Phillips, 8 Nov. 1847. 
Ashton Miles, " 

Phineas J. Horwitz, " 
Alonzo A. F. Hill, 6 Mai'ch 1848. 
Owen Jones Wister, " 
Wra. D. Harriaon, 25 April 1848. 
John Ward, 28 April 1846. 
Wm. P.Carrington, 17 June 1848. 
Charles Mai-tin, 5 Sept. 1848. 

F. M. Gunnell, 22 Mai'ch 1849. 
James Suddards, 17 May 1849. 
Robert Carter, 2 June 1849. 

S. Allen Engles, 24 July 1849. 
Edward Shippen, 1 Aug, 1849. 
Gerard Alexander, 1 May 1850. 
Benj. Vreeland, 9 May 1860. 
Walter Hore, 23 July 1850. 
Richai'd B. Tunstall, 28 Aug. 1850. 
0. E. Williamson, 24 Sept 1850. 
James F. Heustis, 30 Sept. 1850. 
Arthur M. Lynah, 12 Oct. 1850. 

(63) 

W. A. Bloodgood, 2 March 1821. 
D. Fauntleroy, 7 July 1634. 
T.M. Taylor, 3 Nov. 1834. 
A. K Watson, 31 Aug. 1836. 
Joseph Biyan, 1 Sept. 1836. 
S. Forrest, 8 Oct. 1836. 
Robert Pettit, 6 April 1887. 
W. Speiden, 30 Aug. 1837. 
Horatio Bridge, 16 Feb. 1838. 

G. F. Sawyer, 20 March 1838. 
H. W. Greene, 28 Feb. 1639. 
T. B. Nalle, 17 Oct. 1889. 

P. T. McBlsir, 11 Nov. 1839. 

J. D. Gibson, 8 June 1840. 

J. B. Eittenhouse, 21 July 1840. 

L. Warrington, jr., 13 Sept. 1841. 

G. H. White, 

H. M. HieskeU, « 
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Name, and Ditlo of Entry. 
W. A. Cliristian, 13 Sept. 1841. 
L. T. Waller, 

J. 0. Douglaas, 25 Sept. 1841. 
C. MuiTay, 31 Maroti 1843. 
T. R. Ware, 28 June 1843. 
G. F. Cutter, 5 June 1844. 
J. A. Semple, 12 Oct. 1844. 
J. H. Watmoiigh, 12 Dec 1844. 
J. O. Bradford, 14 Mai'ch, 1845. 
J. Y. Mason, jr., 18 April 1845. 
J. G. HaiTis, 19 Aug. 1845. 
J. F. Steele, 29 Aug. 1845. 



John "W. Grier, 8 Mareli, 1835. 
C. S. Stewart, 1 Nov. 1828. 
T. J. Han-ison, 2 Oct. 1829. 
Walter Colton, 6 Nov. 1830. 
George Jones, 20 April 1833. 
T. R. Lambert, 31 Dec. 1833. 
Peter G. Clark, 3 Oct. 1838. 
Bodman Lewis, 13 March 1839. 
F. W. Taylor, 23 April 1841. 
M, R. Talbot, 8 Sept. 1841. 
Moses B. Chase, " 
Cheater NewoU, " 

PEOFESSOHS OF 

J. H. C. Coffin, August 14, 1848. 
A. Q. Pendleton, " 

Mordecai Yamall, " 
W. B. Benedict, " 

M. H. Eeecher, " 

H. H. Lookwood, " 



J. Wilkinson, 25 June 1850. 
John Gueat, 16 July 1850. 
D. McN. Fairfax, 4 Aug. 1850. 
Henry Rodgei-a, 1 Aug. 1850. 



Name, and Date of Entry. 
E. C. Doran, U Sept, 1845. 
Aristides Welch, 27 June 1346. 
E. R. Reynolds, 16 Oct. 1846. 
L, D, Slamm, 30 Nov. 1846. 
J. VanB. Bleecker, 16 Jan. 1841. 
J. G. Eldredge, 3 Feb. 1847. 
C. Anderson, 29 Feb. 1848. 
E. T. Allison, 30 Oct 1849. 
Nixon White, 13 Nov. 1849. 
J.J.Jones, 21 Nov. 1849. 
J. Tattna!!, jr., 28 June, 1850. 
J. Johnston, 28 Aug. 1850. 

(23) 
T.E.Bartow, 8 Sept. 1841. 
J. Stockbridge, " 
W. McKenney, " 
PhotJns Fisk, 14 Mai'ch 1842. 
J. W. Newton, 30 May 1844. 
Nathaniel Frost, 5 Oct. 1844. 
T. 0. Stanley, 27 Feb. 1847. 
Edwin Eaton, " 

J. L. Lenhart, " 

John Blake, " 

E. C. Bittinger, 30 Sept. 1850. 



;. (12) 

William Flye, August 
W. Chauvenet, 
James Major, 
J, 8. Hubbai-d, 
Ruel Keith, 
Arsene N. Girault, 



'■ (11) 

J. M. B. Clitz, IC Aug. 1850. 
John D. Read, 17 Sept. 1850. 
C. Benhaui, 21 Sept. 1860. 
W. H. Thompon, 27 Sept. 1850, 
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Name, and Diite of Entry. 
John F. Abbott, 3 Oct, 1850. 
O. n. Cooper, 11 Oct. 1850. 



Samuel Pearce, 30 March 1633. 
W. W. Pollock, 30 June 1837. 
J. F. Stenson, 15 Dec. 183V. 
Andrew Bryson, 1 Dec I83'7. 
J. Downes, jr., i Sept. 1837. 
0. M. Moma, IS Dec. 183Y. 
A. J. Drake, 5 Dec. 1831. 
J. H. Spotts, 2 Aug. 1837. 
J. M. Duncan, 8 Dec, 1837. 
L. GibboD, 22 Dec. 1837. 
8. Marcy, 16 Mai'ch 1838. 
J. P. Bankhead, 10 Aug. 1838. 
J.W.A.mehol8on, 10 Feb. 1838. 
T. G. Oorbin, 15 May 1838. 
G. V.Fox, 13 Jan. 1838. 
J.Matthews, 22 Feb. 1838. 
J. C, Beaumont, 1 March 1838. 
C. H. B. Caldwell, 27 Feb. 1838. 
0. M. Fauntleroy, 3 Maccli 1838. 
W. B. Fitzgerald, 30 Jan. 1838. 
M. K. "Warrington, " 
H. E. Davenport, 19 Feb. 1828. 
K. B. Hanison, 27 Feb. 1838. 
J. K Moore, 10 Feb. 1838. 
S. Edwards, 9 March 1838. 

C. W. Place, 10 Feb. 1838. 
Alphonae Earbot, 26 Feb. 1838. 
Albert If. Smith, 26 Oct. 1838. 
"W. H. Hudson, 16 July 1838. 
J. 0. Febiger, 4 Sept 1838. 

D. E, Lambert, 16 Feb. 1838. 
H. 8. Newoomb, 21 July 1888. 
J. S. Mauiy, 10 Feb. 1838. 

P. Crosby, 5 June 1838. 
R. T. Renshaw, 26 Feb. 1838. 
C. W. Hays, 12 Mai'ch 1838. 
J. B. Oreighton, 10 Feb. 1838. 



Name, and Date of Entry. 
B. N. Westcott, 18 Oct. 1850. 



(233). 

A. K. Hughes, 20 Oct. 1838. 
E. R Calhoun, 1 April 1839. 
J. D. Bulloch, 21 June 1839. 
C. H. Baldwin, 24 April 1839. 
E. W. Shufeldt, 11 May 1839. 
H. K. Stevens, 2 March 1839. 
Abner Read, " 

A. C. Rhind, 3 Sept. 1838. 
Richard M. Cuyler, 28 Nov. 1839. 
G. M. Ransom, 25 July 1839. 
W. F. Spicer, 21 June 1839. 
W. W. Roberta, 2 Mai'ch 1839. 
R. Fairfax, 28 May 1839. 
S. Nicholson, 21 June, 1839, 
W. A. "Webb, 26 Jan. 1838. 
Mill Stuart, 21 June 1839. 
Joseph S. Day, 16 March, 1839. 
M. Simons, 10 Dec. 1839. 
W. E. Hopkins, 13 Nov. 1839. 
Paul Shirley, 25 July 1839. 
C. C, Simms, 9 Oct. 1889. 
R. C. Rogers, 14 Oct. 1839. 
H.T. N. Arnold, 13 Mai'ch 1839. 
T. Pattison, 2 March 1839. 
"W, W. Bassett, 9 March 1838, 
Julian Myers, 2 March 1839. 
J. Hi^ins, IS March 1839. 
J. S. Bohrer, 31 Dec. 1839. 
E. Aulick, 19 Oct. 1840. 
R. A. Marr, 29 April 1840. 
W. N. Jeffere, jr., 25 Sept. 1840. 
"W. D. Austin, 3 Nov. 1840. 
E. Brinley, jr., 14 Sept. 1840. 
E. Simpson, 11 Feb. 1840. 
W. G. Temple, 18 April 1840. 
0. P. "Welsh, 14 Sept. 1840. 
S. P. Cattei; 14 Feb. 1840. 



Hosted by 



Google 



APPBHDIS. 



395 



Name, and Dale or Eotry. 
W. Nelson, 28 Jan. 1840. 
W. H. Smith, 31 July 1840. 
E. M. McArann, 12 May 1840. 
Charles "W. Aby, 8 Feb. 1940. 
E. C. Stout, 18 Feb. 1840. 

E. Hacria, 35 Jan. 1840. 
John Walcutt, 2 Mai'ch 1840. 
J. B. McCauley, 8 Feb. 1840. 
T. 8. Phelps, 17 Jan. 1840. 
J. Madigan, jr., 19 Feb. 1840. 
A. F. Warley, 17 Feb. 1840. 

Q. V, Denniston, 10 March 1840. 
L. Paulding, 19 Dec. 1840. 
G. A. Stevens, 13 May 1840. 

F. 8. Conover, 11 May 1840. 
8. B. Elliott, 20 Aug. 1838. 

F. Grregory, 23 May 1840. 
E.Ban'ett, 3 Nov. 1840. 
C. Tetrett, 3 Jan. 1840. 

S. W. Bennett, 10 Feb. 1840. 
P. Wager, jr., 12 Feb. 1840. 
J.P.Hall, 39 Dee. 1840. 
H. C. Blake, 2 March 1840. 

C. H. Wella, 25 Sept. 1840. 

S. P. Quaekenbush, 15 Feb. 1840. 
Earl English, 25 Feb. 1840. 

D. Ochiltree, 21 June, 1839. 
J. M. Bradford, 10 Jan. 1840. 

E. B. Lowiy, 31 Jan. 1840. 
J. H. Cart«r, 12 March 1840. 
J. Wilkes, jr., 6 Sept. 1841. 
W. H. Parker, 19 Oct. 1841. 
A. C. Jackson, 23 Feb. 1841. 
W. De Koven, 9 Sept. 1841. 
J.P.Jones, 19 Oct. 1841, 
W. P. Buckner, 9 Sept. 1841. 

G. K Morgan, 18 Feb. 1841. 
W. W. Low, 3 March 1841. 
W.K. Bridge, 14 Jan. 1841. 
S. P. Griffin, 9 Sept. 1841. 
E. L. Law, 17 Feb. 1841. 



Name, and Date of Entty. 
W. H. Wilcox, 30 Jan. 1841. 
E.D. Denny, I7 Sept. 1841. 
J. T. Bareaud, 20 Sept. 1841. 
T. Eoney, 3 Maich 1841. 
J. H. Upshur, 4 Nov. 1841. 
J. Van N. Philip, 25 Sov, 1841, 
S. E. Franklin, 18 Feb. 1841. 
M. J. Smith, 9 Oct 1841. 
J.J.Hanson, 21 Sept. 1841. 
F. G. Clark, 19 Oct. 1841. 
E. J. D. Price, 9 Sept 1841. 
W. V. GiUiss, 27 Oct 1841. 
W. D. Whiting, 1 March 1841. 
W. L. Powell, 20 Sept 1841. 
S. L. Phelps, 10 Oct. 1841. 
E. Y. McCauley, 9 Sept. 1841. 
T. L. Walker, 10 Sept. 1841. 
W. Mitchell, 24 Sept 1841. 
F.A.Eoe, 19 Oct 1841. 
J. B. Smith, 19 Oct 1841. 
W. H. Murdaugt, 9 Sept. 1841. 
J. M. Brooke, 3 Mai'ch 1841. 
W. Gibson, 11 Feb. 1841. 
J.J. Cook, 19 Oct. 1841. 
J. Armstj^ong, 9 Sept. 1842. 
E. Eenshaw, 4 Nov. 1841. 
J. D. Danels, 19 Oct. 1841. 
C. Latimer, 9 Sept. 1841. 
J. T. Walker, 18 Feb. 1841. 
J. C. P. De EraSt, 19 Oct. 1841, 
J. Van McCollum, 26 Feb. 1841, 
John E, Hart, 23 Feb. 1841. 
Oscar C. Badger, 9 Sept 1841. 
T. 0. Hai'ris, 
John Kell, " 

J. L. Davis, 9 Jan. 1841. 
J. n. March, 19 Oct. 1841. 
W. H. Weaver, " 

A. A.Semaies, IT Oct. 1841, 
J. B. Stewart, 9 Sept. 1841. 
M. P. Jones, " 
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Name, and Date of Entry. 



Watson Smitli, 19 Oct, 1841. 
A. M. De Bree, " 

J. E. De Haven, " 

E. A. Seidell, " 

A. W. Habersham, 3 Mai'ch 1841. 
W. G. Hoffman, 19 Oct. 1841. 
J. McL. Murphy, 18 Feb. 1841. 
W. T. Tnixtuii, 9 Feb. 1841. 
S. K. Wilson, 3 Mai'ch 1841. 
J. L. Friend, 27 Oct 1841. 
Greenleaf alley, 26 Feb. 1841. 
H. N. Crabb, 19 Oct. 1841. 
8. Magaw, 23 Nov. 1841. 
J. H. Rochelle, 9 Sept. 1841. 
R. D. Minor, 26 Feb. 1841. 
W.G. West, 30 Jan. 1841. 
N. H. Van Zandt, 19 Oct, 1841. 

C. W. WooUey, 30 Nov. 1841. 
8. S. Basset, 10 Sept, 1841. 
A.F. Monroe, 3 Mai'ch 1841. 
N. T. West, 18 Feb. 1841. 

K. CTuvall, 19 Oct. 1841. 

D. P. McCorkle, 21 Sept. 1841. 
W. Reily, 9 Feb. 1841. 

0. F. Hopkins, 19 Oct. 1841. 

G. H. Hai'e, 10 Oct. 1841. 

W. F. Jones, 20 Sept. 1841. 

H. 0. Hunter, 10 Sept. 1841. 

S. J. Bliss, 19 Oct, 1841. 

W. W. Holmes, 21 Sept. 1841. 

W. Sbarp, 9 Sept. 1841. 

J. I. Waddle, 10 Sept 1841. 

W. M. Gamble, 1 March, 1841. 

J. Young, 19 Oct 1841. 

T. W. Brodhead, 8 March 1841. 

W. K Mayo, 18 Oct 1841, 

T. Yomig, 21 Oct 1841. 

W. 0. Criun, " 

A. T. Byrens, 26 Feb. 1841. 



Name, End Date of Entry. 
J. E. Jouell, 10 Sept, 1841. 
T. L. Fillebrovm, 19 Oct. 1841. 
J. Fry, 15 Sept 1841. 
L. H. Lyne, 10 Sept 1841. 
E. C. Grafton, S Oct 1841. 
M.H3xtun, 19 Oct 1841. 
E. Selden, 9 Sept. 1841. 
W. W. Wilkinson, 4 Nov. 1841. 
A. Allmand, 10 Sept 1341. 
Eobect Stuart, 19 Oct 1841. 
E. Shepherd, 
T. Lee, 9 Sept 1841. 
G. H. Bier, 19 Oct. 1841. 
P. G. Watmough, 20 Sept 1841. 
G. W. Young, 19 Oct 1841. 
W. Van Wyck, " 
J. H. Russell, 10 Sept 1841. 
E. E. Stone, 9 Oct 1841. 
T. C. Eaton, 9 Sept 1841. 
W. K. Mercer, 8 Dec. 1841. 

D. Phenk, SO Sept. 1841. 

R. F. R. Lewis, 19 Oct 1841. 

C. P. McGary, " 

H. St. G. Hunter, 19 Nov. 1841. 

H. Davidson, 29 Oct. 1841. 

A. W. Johnson, 10 Oct 1841. 

8. B. Luce, 19 Oct 1841. 

G. T. Simts, 

Jeffei'son Maury, 9 Sept 1841. 

Duiaiiy A. Forrest, 3 March 1841. 

C. Gray, 19 Oct 1841. 

G.Hari'ison, 27 Oct 1841. 

E. W.Scott, 9 Sept 1841. 
R. R. Carter, 30 March 1842. 
A. McLane, 24 May, 1842. 
E. W. Henry, Y April 1842. 
J. D. Langhome, 6 July 1842. 
J. A. Seawell, 2 July, 1842. 



Hosted by 



Google 



NamB, and Date of Entry. 
Adams, Jolm, 5 Sept. 1845. 
Allen, Oliver P., 28 Sept. 1846. 
Abbot, Trevett, 13 Oct, 1848. 
Abbott, "William A., " 
Armstrong,W. MclS".,20 Nov. 1 848. 
*Adams,jr., H. A., 16 Oct. 1849. 
*Armstrong, iEneas, 2 Oct. 1850. 
♦Arnold, Thomas, 11 Nov. 1850. 
Breese, J, Lewis, 14 May 1848. 
Braine, Daniel L^ 30 May 1846. 
Brodhead, Edgar, 9 July 1846. 
Breese, K. R., 6 Nov. 1846. 
Baker, John P., II Feb. 1847. 
Brose, Fred. F., 9 Sept. 1847. 
Blake, J. D., 

Belknap, G. E., 7 Oct. 1847. 
Benham, A. K K., 24 Nov, 1847. 
Bowen, K. T., 24 Dec. 1847. 
Bruce, J., 12 Oct 1848. 
Baker, F. H,, " 
Biintnall, J. P., 21 Dec 1848. 
Brown, G., 5 Feb. 1849. 
*BoaTdman, F. A., 20 Oct. 1849. 
*Boyd, jr., R., 14 Jan. 1850. 
*Beardslee, L. A., 5 March 1850. 
*Babcook, 0. A., 8 April 18E0. 
*Baber, G-. F. B., 24 April 1850. 
*Baeon, G., 1 Oct. 1850. 
*Bradford, "W. L., « 
*Boweii, E. J., 20 Nov. 1850. 
Chandler, B., 27 Sept. 1845. 
Oamea, E. 0^ 24 Jime, 1846. 
Comwell, J. J., 1 Feb. 1847. 
*Cannon, C. 0., 7 April, 1847. 
Chapman, R. T., 
OummiDgs, A. B., " 



«,. (HI) 

Name, and Dale oi' Entry. 

CaldweU, E M, 9 Sept. 1847. 
Chapman, fi H, " 

Campbell, W P A , 14 Dec. 1847. 
Carter, C, 12 Oct 1848. 
Coddington, E. F., " 
*Cuahman, C. H., 24 March 1849. 
*Cheever, W. H., 19 Oct 1849. 
*CampbeU, M. 0., 4 Feb. 1850. 
*Carpenter, 0. C, 1 Oct 1860. 
♦Can'oll, F., 4 Oct. 1850. 
*Chaplin, J. C, " 
*Cooper, B. F., 25 Oct. 1850. 
Dallas, A. J., 24 March 1845. 
Davis, A. MoF., 16 March 1849. 
Dunnington, J.W., lOApril 1849. 
*Dozier, W. G., 1 April, 1850. 
*Dawaon, L. W., 27 April 1850. 
*Dana, W. H., 1 May 1850. 
*Dodge, G. P. 1 Oct, 1850. 
Eggleston, J. R., 2 Aug. 1847. 
Erben, jr., H., 17 June 1848. 
Foster, J. P., 14 May 1846. 
Fliiaser, C. W., 19 July, 1847. 
Fyffe, J. P., 9 Sept. 1847. 
Fitahugh, W. E^ 20 Nov. 1848. 
*Foster, R. C, 1 Oct. 1850. 
Gnmdy, F., 21 Oct. 1845. 
Gray, E. F., 8 April 1846'. 
Gherardi, B., 29 June 1846. 
Gwn ^^ 7 April 1847. 
Ciieer J A., 10 Jan. 1848, 
Gla-isell "W. T,, 15 March 1848. 
Gieene (j H., 13 May 1848. 
GiUis J H., 12 Oct 1848. 
Gayle R H., 13 Oct 1848. 
Gaihnd H. M., 20 Nov. 1848. 

n arLed th nn aalerisk [*] have qoI yet 
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Name, and Dale of Entry. 
Houston, T. T., 26 Aug. 1845. 
Hamilton, J. E., 8 Sept. 1845. 
Harmony, J). B., 7 April, 184?. 
Hand, B. K, " 

Hand, G. D^ 9 Sept. 1847. 
Haralson, C. L., 10 Sept 1847. 
Hammond, 0. L. 0., 8 Nov. 1847. 
Heilemaii, J. G., 10 March 1848. 
Heater, I. W., 12 Oct 1848. 
Hodges, J. B., 13 Oct. 1848. 
*Hawley, C. E., 3 Dec 1849. 
*HMri8on, G. R., 2 Oct. 1850. 
Irwin, John, 9 Sept. 1847. 
*rzard, A. C, 2 Oct. 1850. 
Johnston, 0. F., 14 Aug. 1846, 
Johnson, jr., P. C, 31 Aug. 1846. 
Johnston, J. K, 9 Aug. 1848. 
Kennon, B., 22 Aug. 1846. 
Kimherly, L. A,, 8 Dec. 1846. 
*Kirkland, W. A., 2 July 1850. 
Law, L. E., 5 Feb. 1838. 
Lynch, D. H., 6 Nov. 1846. 
Looker, T. H., " 
Laughlin, J. J., 1 May 1847. 
Lovell, W. 8., 8 Nov. 1847. 
Livingston, De G., 7 Mai'ch 1848. 
Lagow, J. K., 31 March 1848. 
Ls^re, J. D., 26 Dec. 1848. 
Loyall, B. P., 5 March 1849. 
*Litae, W. A., 8 April 1850. 
McGuimegle, W., 10 Dec. 1845. 
Maffitt, W. H., 30 May 1846. 
Morris, Q. U., 14 Aug. 1846. 
Mygatt, J. P. E., 24 Sept 1847. 
Maxwell, J. G., 16 Dec 1847. 
McThome, H., 18 April 1848. 
Means, E. J., 12 Oct 1848. 
McCann, W. P., 1 Nov. 1848. 
Mish,S. C, 8 Jan. 1849. 
*McCrea, E. P., 16 Oct 1849. 
*May, R. L., 7 Nov. 1847. 



Name, and Date of Eniry. 
*McLaQahan, J. W., 2 Oct, 1850. 
*Mitcliell, J. G., 
*Meade, jr., E. W., 
*McC!ai-tney, A. J., 3 Oct 1850. 
*McEntee, 4 Oct 1850. 
*Mathss, G. M., 7 Oct 1850. 
Kewman, L. H., 34 Sept. 1847. 
Oakley, E. H., 2 Aug. 1847. 
Owen, E. K., 7 Dec 1848. 
*Offley, R. H., 19 Oct 1850. 
Parker, jr., J., 14 Nov. 1846. 
Palmer, M, E., 23 March, 1 848. 
Pendergraat, A., 14 Oct 1848. 
Pelot, T. P., 2 June 1849. 
*Potter, E. C, 5 Feb. 1 850. 
*Peai'ee, W., 1 Oct. 1850. 
*Peck, C. F., 3 Oct 1850. 
Quackenbush, J. N., 24 Sep. 1847. 
Rainey, J. D., 19 Mareh 1846, 
Rowan, jr., J. H., 8 Nov. 1847, 
*Eoche, J. R. 30 May 1850. 
^Eamsay, F. M., 5 Oct 1850, 
*Eilcy, B. J., 37 Dec. 1850. 
Smith, W. H., 16 Oct 1846. 
Sproston, J. G., 15 July 1846. 
Smith, C. B., 30 Nov. J 846. 
StJUwell, J., 9 Sept. 1847. 
Spaulding, R., 12 Oct 1848. 
Skerrett, J. S., " 

SulEvan, 8. C, 

Spedden, E. T., 20 Nov. 1848. 
Shubriek, E, R., 9 Feb. 1849. 
Shirk, J. W,, 36 March 1849. 
*Stockton, E. 0., 16 Oct 1849. 



*Stanton, 0. F., 29 Dec. 1849. 
*Sparks, C. D., 18 April 1850. 
*Stephena, D. H., 1 Oct 1850, 
*Shields, W. B., 2 Oct. 1850. 
*Sumner, E. E, " 
*Smith, W. H., 3 Oct I860. 
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Name, and Date of Entry. 
Thorbum, C. E., 9 Sept. 1841. 
Totten, W., 9 Nov. 1847. 
Toon, W. H., 21 April 1848. 
Taylor, B.B., 3 April 1849. 
*Thonias, C. F., 16 Oct. 1849. 
*Taylor, jr^ J., 6 Dec. 1849. 
Watters, J., 12 Feb. 1846. 
Wood, J. T., 7 Aptil 1847. 
Ward, W. H., 



A. Fovd, 28 March 1810. 

A. B. Btoodgood, 25 June 1612. 

R. KnoK, 20 July 1812. 

W. Vaaghan, 22 Aug. 1812. 

F. Mallaby, 22 Sept. 1812. 

J. Ferguaon, 22 May 1800. 

A. Cunningham, IS Nov. 1816. 

J. Eobinaon, 27 Nov. 1815. 

JohnQuin, 1 Nov. 1816. 

N. A. Prentiss, 18 June 1812. 



Name, and Dale of Entry. 

Williams, K P., Sept. 1847. 
Wilson, H., 23 Oct. 1847. 
Weaver, A. W., 10 May 1848. 
Walker, J. C, 12 Feb. 1849. 
Wai'd, W. H., 17 Feb. 1849. 
*Wi8hart, A., 2 Oct. 1860. 
*Williams, W., 4 Oct. 1860. 
*WalkCT, J. G., 5 Oct, 1850. 



'■(19) 

F. W. Jloores, 19 Hay 1827. 
H. A. F. Young, 16 May 1829. 
M. Cleai-, 28 Dec. 18.^9. 
C. V. Mociis, 1 Jan. 1818. 
W. Brady, 7 Sept. 1836. 
S. C. Raid, 3 July 1843. 
R, C. Jones, 4 March, 1823. 
J. Pearson, 7 Jtino, 1844. 
J. W. West, 3 Nov. 1818. 



W. H. Morse, 1 July 1839. 
W. H. Bni-ns, 11 May 1842. 



E. F. Olmstead, 28 June, 1843. 



Adam Young, 29 Sept. 1840. J. W. W. Dyes, 18 March 1843. 

J.T.Power, 1 Nov. 1840. 



E. Crocker, 16 June 1828. 
John Morris, 28 Oct 1828. 
L, Gallagher, 15 Nov. 1828. 
W. Hart, 2 Dec. 1831. 
W. Black, 20 March 1835. 
W. Waters, 8 Dec 1835. 
Van R. Hall, 15 Nov. 1847. 
John Mills, 16 Jan. 1838. 
*W. Whitehead, 6 May 1838. 



T. G. Bell, 18 June 1838. 
W. Smith, 2 Aug. 1838. 
C. Johnson, 21 May 1839. 
S. Drew, 26 July, 1839. 
J. Lewis, 6 Sept. 1839. 
J. Mtinro, 14 Jan. 1850. 
E. Cavendy, 8 April 1840. 
K. Simpson, 8 Dee. 1840. 
G. Wihnuth, 13 Sept. 1841. 
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Name, and Date of Entiy, 
John Dunderdale, 5 May 1838. 
John Featherson, 7 Dec 1841. 
A. Hingerty, 27 Jan. 1842. 
R. Dixon, 5 Feb. 1 842. 
E. Wlitaker, 27 Dee. 1834. 
M. Hall, 18 April 1842. 
G. "Williams, 11 July 1842. 
John Bates, 20 Oct 1845. 
G. Smith, " 

A. Colsoij, 26 March 1842. 
3. J. Young, 5 April 1847. 
H. Brooks, 20 May 1847. 
*M. Hali, 11 June 1847. 



G. Marehall, 15 July 1809. 
John Blight, 3 May 1821. 
Asa Curtis, 1 March 1825. 
W. H. Brown, 9 Dec. 1825. 
A. S. Lewis, 27 Sept. 1834. 
8. Q. City, 19 May 1832. 
T. Robinson, 18 Nov. 1835. 
J. Myrici, 13 June 1836. 
a. Newman, 6 Sept. 1836. 

A. A. Peterson. 25 Oct, 1836. 
D.James, 10 June 1837. 

J. M. Cooper, 20 June 1837. 
W. Burton, 26 July 1837. 
R. F. Dunn, 1 Nov. 1837. 
J. Clapham, 15 Nov. 1837. 
W. Craig, 20 Jan. 1838. 
John Martin, 31 Match 1832. 
KWhiton, 13 April 1838. 

B. Bunker, 21 Nov. 1838. 
G. Sirian, 17 June 1841. 
John Caulk, 2 Sept. 1841. 
8. Allen, 8 Dec 1841. 
Jolin Owins, 7 March 1842. 



ATPENDIX. 



Name, nnd Date of Enlry. 
J. Crosby, 8 Feb. 1848. 
W. "Whiting, 19 Feb. 1848. 
*C. Woodland, 27 June 1848. 
Z. "Whitmarsh, jr., 3 Feb. 1849. 
J. Burrows, 4 Dec 1849. 
*W. Burditt, 7 Jan. 1850. 
*F. A. Oliver, 28 May 1850. 
*John Stout, 24 July 1860. 
*C. Smith, 

*S. Fosdick, 6 Sept. 1850. 
*E. Follins, 15 Nov. 1850. 
*T. S. Buxton, 19 Nov. 2850. 



.{46) 

S. M. Beekwith, 14 March 1843. 
A. A. Randall, 29 Aug. 1843. 

D. Rankin, 19 March 1844. 
T. M. Crooker, 3 March 1841, 
W. Aj'nold, 21 April 1845. 
D. Doug!ass,26 May 1845. 
*E. Haskell, 13 Sept. 1845. 
J, C. Bitter, 18 Sept 1846. 
C.B. Oliver, 3 May 1843. 

*T. P. Venable, 19 Maich 1847. 
J. M. Ballai'd, 14 June 1842. 
*W. Bumiece, 20 Dec. 1847. 
J. C. Davis, " 

*F. Dawson, 20 March 1848. 
*"W. "W. Fisher, 16 Nov. 1848. 
A. F. Thompson, 3 March 1849, 
*J. D. Brandt, 7 July 1849. 

E. Mack, 10 Sept. 1849. 

*R. M. Stocking, 22 Dec. 1849. 
*W. H. Hamilton, 15 June 1850. 
*E. C. Hine, 3 Aug. 1850. 
*J. Hutchinaon, 19 Sept. 1850. 
*H. Robinson, 11 Nov. 1850. 



CABPENTEBS, (46) 

J. Southwick, 21 Dec. 1826. W. E. Sheffield, 8 April 1820. 
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Name, and Dale of Entry, 
F. Sagee, 13 Apiil 1831. 
P. Dee, 9 May 1832. 
J. Green, 23 Jan. 1833. 
J. Cox, 29 May 1834. 
"W. M. Laighton, 29 Sept. 1838. 
H. P. Leslie, 15 Oct. 1833. 
J. Eainbow, 10 June 1837. 
J. Cahill, 8 July J88l. 
F. M. Cecil, 19 Feb. 1838. 
C. Jordan, 24 April 1838. 
J. Dibble, 16 June 1838. 
A. Chick, 14 July 1838. 
W. Knight, 17 July 1839. 
J. Meads, 27 Jan. 1840. 
W. D. Jenkins, 24 March 1840. 
J. McDonnell, 21 Oct. 1840. 
H. Lindsay, 4 Nov. 1840. 
William Lee, 31 May 1841. 
J. 0. Butler, 18 Sept. 1835. 
E. W. Baroiooat, I7 Dec 1841. 
Q. Wisner, 30 Dec. 1841. 
C. Bordman, 23 Aug. 1833. 



J. E. Childs, 8 June 1822. 
W.Ryan, 18 Sept 1827. 
J. G. Gallagher, 27 Nov. 1829. 
R. Van Voorhis, 8 Feb. 1834. 
jn, J9 Aug. 1834. 
1, 19 Dec. 1834. 
J. Feiguson, 24 Feb. 1835. 
John Joins, 28 Sept. 1837. 
B. B, Burohated, 28 April 1838. 
1. D. Freeman, 9 July 1838. 
W. Bennett, 23 Ang. 1833. 
John Peed, 8 Apii! 1840. 
E. C. Eodman, 28 April 1840. 
G. T. Lozier, 30 Oct. 1840. 
G.Pai'ker, 17 Oct, 1840. 
E. Middleton, 15 July 1841. 
J.Fraaer, 11 Dec. 1841. 



Name, and Dale of Entry. 
L. Manson, 9 May 1842. 
H. G. Thomas, 10 Feb. 1844. 
M. M. Dodd, 18 June 1845. 
J. G. Thomas, 18 Mareh 1847. 
H. M. Lowry, 26 Maixih 1847. 
*C.W. Babbit, 2 July 1847. 
N. Mager, 9 July 1847. 
Daniel Jones, 9 Dec. 1847. 
A. Poinsett, 11 Dec. 1847. 
*D. James, 8 Feb. 1848. 
G. W. Elliott, 15 Aug. 1848. 
J. Linn, 31 Oct. 1848. 
^L. Holmes, 14 Dec. 1848. 
"W. F. Lwgliton, 7 April 1849. 
"KM. Bain, 3 July 1849. 
E. Thompson, 16 Nov. 1849. 
*J. T. Rustic, 8 Nov. 1849. 
*T. C. Ferrall, 31 May i860. 
*L. Moses, 6 July 1850. 
*E. Leach, 22 Oct. 1850. 
*J. Jarvis, 21 Nov. 1860. 

(37) 
G. T. Blackford, 19 Feb. 1838. 
J. Stephens, 30 Sept. 1844. 
D. Bruce, 25 Oct. 1844. 
*E. Hunter, 12 Jnly 1845. 
8. Seaman, 22 April 1846. 
T.J. Griffin, 13 May 1846-. 
J. C. Bradford, 21 July 1846. 
W. B. Fiigitt, 29 Jan. 1848. 
J. A. Birdsall, 7 March 1848. 
*S. Tatem, 30 March 1848. 
L. Eogera, 12 June 1848. 
*C. T. Frost, 10 Aug. 1848. 
H. "W. Frankland, 2 Nov, 1848. 
J. J. Stanford, 4 Nov. 1848. 
*W. N. MauU, 18 Jan. 1849. 
*J. W. North, 3 Jnly 1849. 
*T. Tatem, 10 Sept. 1849. 
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rfamo, and Data of Bntrj'. 
*H. T. Stockei', I July 1860. 
*W. H. Maioney, 15 Nov. 1850. 



Name, and Dale of Enlry. 
*T. C.Herbert, 15 June 1842. 



Colonel Commandant. 
A. Henderson, 4 June 1806, 
ffeneral Staff. 

P. G. Howie, Adft and Inspeclor, 

with, the rank of Major, 1 March 

1815. 
G. W. Walker, Paymaster, with 

the rank of Major, 10 June 

1817. 

A. A. Nicholson, QuarUr Master, 
with the rank of Major, 28 Mar. 
1820. 

G. F, Lindsay, Assistant Quarter 
Master, with the rank of Cap- 
tain, 1 April 1823. 

Lieutenant Colonel. 

B. Miller, 1 June 1808. 

Majors. (4) 

J. Hari'is, 13 April 1814, 
T. A. Linton, 28 Feb. 1813. 
J. Edelin, 1 Mar. 1815. 
W. Dulaay, 10 Juno 1817. 

Captains. (16) 

T. S. English, 10 June 1817. 
W. Marston, 3 March 1819. 



B. Macomher, 28 March 1820. 

A. N. Brevoort, " 

K. Douglaa, 7 May 1822. 

J. G. Wiliiams, " 

H.B. Tyler, 3 March 1823. 

J. L. C.Hardy, " 

J. G. Reynolds, 36 May 1824. 

F. C. Hall, 5 July 1835. 

G.H. Terrett, 1 April 1830. 

W. E. Stark, 8 July 1831. 

N. S. Waldron, 23 Sept. 1831. 

J. Zeilin, 1 Oct. 1831. 

D. D. Baker, 20 Oct. 1882. 

A. H. GiUespie, " 

First Lieutenants. (23) 

E.E. Brooke, 8 July 1833. 

J. G. Rich, 12 June 1834. 

A. Garlaud, 17 Oct. 1834. 

P. B. McNeill, " 

K L. West, 

R. C. Caldwell, " 

W. L. Young, 23 Feb. 1835. 

J.Watson, 21 July 1835. 

H. B. Watson, 5 Oct, 1836. 

L T. Doughty, 26 Sept. 1837. 

W. A.T. Maddox, 14 Oct. 1837 

W.B. Slack, 28 Jan. 1839. 

J. S. Devlin, 21 Feb. 1839. 

A. 8. Taylor, 

W. L. Shutaeworth, 28 Feb. 188 

J. W. Curtis, 4 May 1840. 

RTansiU, 3 Nov. 1840. 



"Those Boatawains, Gunners, Carpenters, and Sailmakere, to whose n: 
prefixed, have not been warranted, and are only acting. 
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Name, and Date of Entry, 
J. 0. Grayson, 4 May 1841. 
M. E. Kintzing, 8 Sept, 1841. 
3. X>. Simms, 7 Oct. 1841. 
H. W. Queen, 14 Mai'ch 1842. 

D. J. Sutherland, 29 March 1842. 
W. W. Russell, Aide-de-Gamp to 

the Bv't Bi'ig. Gen. Comd't, 5 
April 1843. 

Second Lieulenants. (21) 

John C. Cash, 14 March 1845. 
G. Adams, 19 March 1845. 
James H. Jones, 3 March 1847. 

E. McD. Reynolds, " 
W. Biittarfield, " 



0. W. Cutter, Poitemoutli, N. H. 

L H. Wright, Boston. 

W. H. Le Roy, New York. 

W. Sloanaker, Philadelphia, 

W. Hiadman, Baltimore, 

J. H. Lathrop. Washington, D. 0. 

F. Mallory, Norfolk, Va. 

B. D. ^riot, Chai'leston, S. C. 



Name, and Date of Entry. 
T. Y. Field, 3 March 1847. 
C. G. MeOawley, 
I. Green, " 

F. Norvell, " 
J. Read, 

C. A, Henderson, 16 March 1847. 
A. S. Nicholson, " 

O. F. Lindsay, jr, " 
James Wiley, fl June 1847. 

G. R. Graham, 27 July 1847. 
J. R. F. Tattnall, 3 Nov. 1847. 

A. J. Hays, 4 Dec 1847. 

J. L. Broome, 12 Jan. 1848. 
W. S. Boyd, " 
J. H. Strickland, 22 March 1848. 
George Holmta, 3 March 1849. 

E^^S. (14) 

B. D. Wright, Pensacola, Fa. 
E. O, Perrin, Memphis, Tenn. 
J, Wilson, San Francisco, Oal. 



iaring, Brothers & Co., London. 
i. McCall & Co., Lima, Peru. 



:. STOREKBBPBHS. 



J. Eiee, Portsmoiiih, N. H. 

N. W. Coffin, Boston. 

H. Fuller, New York. 

A. Diller, Philadelphia. 

T. Woodward, Washington, I). C. 

J, G. Eatton, Norfolk, Va. 



R Joyne 
J. 0. Allen, Memphis, Tenn. 
B. 8. Hines, San Francisco, Cj 
E. P. Dosilver, Macao, E. I. 
W. L. Long, Spezzia, Sardinia, 

■n their Gspenditutes, and not to exceed 
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Name. 
Pennsylvania, 
Franklin, 
Columbus, 
Ohio, 
North Oai'olina, 


Eale. 
120 

74 

74 
li 
74 


Name. 

Delawai'e, 
Alabama, 
Vermont, 
Virginia, 
New York, 

Fni GATES, 1st 


E3te 
74 
74 
74 
74 
74 

Class. 


Name. Rale 
Wow Ocleans, 74 

Independence, 54 
(Razee.) 


United States, 
Constitution, 
Potomac, 
Brandywine, 


44 
44 
44 
44 


Cohimbia, 
Oongiess, 
Cumberland, 
Savannah, 


44 
44 
44 
44 

Class. 


Earitan, 44 
Santeo, 44 
Sabine, 44 
St. Lawrence, 44 


Constellation, 


36 


Macedonian, 


86 




Saratoga, 

Jobn Adams, 

Vincenues, 

WaiTen, 

Falmouth, 

Fairfield, 

Vandalia, 


20 
20 
20 
20 
20 
20 
20 


sioops OF 
St. Louts, 
Cyaue, 
Levant, 
Portamoutli, 
Piyraouth, 
St. Mary's, 
Jamestown, 


20 
20 
20 
20 
20 
20 
20 


Albany, 20 
Germantown, 20 
Ontario, 18 
Decatur, 16 
Proble, 16 
Marion, 16 
Dale, 16 


Dolphin, 
Perry, 


10 
10 


Porpoise, 


10 


Bainbridge, 10 


Wave, 


1 


Pbenix, 


3 


Petrel, 1 


Mssissippi, 
Saa Jacinto, 


10 
6 


S learn. Frigates. 
Susquehanna, 9 
Saranac, 6 


Powhatan, 9 
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Name. 


Rale. 


Name. Rate, 
1st Class. 


Naviie. 


Rate, 


Pulton, 




Michigan, 1 
Less than 1st Class. 


Alleghaiiy, 


2 


Union, 
Vixen, 


3 


"Water Witch, 2 
Massachusetts, 
John Hancock. 


General Taylor, 
Engineer, 




Relief, 
Lesington, 


6 
6 


Southampton, 4 
Supply, 4 


Fredonia, 


4 
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